The Religious Society of Friends
Pacific Yearly Meeting

Minutes and Reports

Walker Creek Ranch
Marin County, California
July 27 – August 1, 2009

PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING
Walker Creek Ranch, Marin County, California

Preface
Minutes and Reports for 2009 Gathering

Preface
This document is the formal record of Pacific Yearly Meeting’s annual session of 2009. It is divided into
three parts. The first consists of the minutes of the PYM’s ten plenary sessions, plus a list of the
Action Minutes approved during those sessions. The second part includes those reports and other
documents supporting them, which were presented at the plenaries. These sections are keyed to the
plenary session in which they were first presented. Finally, there are several reports relevant to PYM,
but not formally presented at any of the plenaries such as the Representative to FGC Central Committee
report, Holding Corporation report and the list of attenders at PYM.
This document is being sent to Clerks (or their designees) of Monthly Meetings, Worship Groups and
Preparatory Meetings as well as to PYM’s officers and committee clerks. Many will receive it in
electronic form, via email; others, at their request will receive it on paper, via postal mail. In either event,
the contents can be printed or copied, completely or in part, to be made available to Friends throughout
PYM as needed and desired. In addition, most of the report will be posted on the PYM website at
http://pacificyearlymeeting.org minus the list of attenders due to confidentially reasons.
This document is the product of many hours of work by many people, the authors of the reports, our
Recording Clerks and Presiding Clerk, Joe Franko. This accounts for the various changes in formatting
that exists throughout this document. The Clerk’s goal is to capture the spirit of the meetings and not
worry about the consistency of style. Ultimately though, your editor has responsibility for the final
result, the document having passed through his hands last. So, if you find errors, please inform me.

Respectfully submitted,
Don Bean, PYM Secretariat Clerk
ddbean@me.com
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PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING
Walker Creek Ranch, Marin County, California

Plenary I
Seventh Month, 27, 2009

PLENARY I
The 63rd annual session of Pacific Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) opened
with worship at 6:50 p.m. on 7th Month 27, 2009, at Walker Creek Ranch in Marin County, California.
Presiding Clerk Joe Franko welcomed us to this beautiful rustic setting, reminding us that we are here to
recreate the spiritual community that embraces us annually when we come together, Brigadoon-like.
Claudia Lyons, Walker Creek Ranch Conference Manager, also welcomed us and oriented us to this
unique facility and its environment.
Susan Stanley, Reading Clerk, read a letter of greeting to PYM from Britain Yearly Meeting. At their
annual gathering in 2008, Friends recognized their common experience of the inner light despite
diversity of specific beliefs. Mindful of the challenges of our time, Friends seek to become seeds of
change and to tend the spiritual seeds within us.
Our Clerk reflected on the message the Rev. James Lawson once brought to an AFSC staff retreat: each
of us brings our baggage with us, including parts of the baggage of the society and culture of which we
are part. This week is about letting go of some of that baggage. We are not here to be successful; we are
called here to be faithful. That is our Quaker process, and it cannot work unless we lay down some of
our baggage. We must trust one another, confident that each of us comes to this gathering with good
will, and that our committees have done the best they could with the information they have had. The
Clerk expressed his concern about our testimony of integrity, which was not always evident in our use of
this facility last year. He asked that we not hold tight to the views and aims that we bring with us, but
open ourselves in tender listening to each other, and to the light that we bring to one another. This week,
we will seek unity on the Youth Coordinator position. On Wednesday, our committees will hold open
meetings to which all interested Friends are invited. We were urged to attend, to learn what these
committees do, and to see whether we might be led to participate in that work. On Thursday evening,
monthly meeting representatives are asked to meet together, and to consider ideas for new ways in
which representatives may be able to work together to facilitate the work of our Yearly Meeting. Time
has been reserved on Friday morning in case we need it to complete our discernment on the Youth
Coordinator proposal.
The Clerk introduced Jamie Newton and Carolyn Stephenson, Recording Clerks, Sue Torrey, Assistant
to the Clerk, and Susan Stanley, Reading Clerk.
Roll Call of Meetings and Worship Groups
Sue Torrey, Assistant to the Clerk, read the list of monthly meetings and worship groups. Friends from
the following Meetings and Worship Groups were present at this annual gathering, according to our
registration records, and this list may not accurately reflect those present during this specific roll call:
Appleseed Monthly Meeting
Berkeley Monthly Meeting
Central Coast Friends Meeting
Chico Monthly Meeting
Claremont Monthly Meeting
Conejo Valley Worship Group

Davis Friends Meeting
Delta Monthly Meeting
Friends House Worship Group
Grass Valley Monthly Meeting
Honolulu Monthly Meeting
Humboldt Monthly Meeting
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Inland Valley Friends Meeting
Kauai Worship Group
Lake County Worship Group
La Jolla Monthly Meeting
Las Vegas Worship Group
Live Oak Preparative Meeting
Monterey Peninsula Monthly Meeting
Ojai Friends Worship Group
Orange County Friends Meeting
Orange Grove Monthly Meeting

Palo Alto Monthly Meeting
Redwood Forest Monthly Meeting
Sacramento Monthly Meeting
San Diego Monthly Meeting
San Francisco Monthly Meeting
Santa Cruz Monthly Meeting
Santa Monica Monthly Meeting
Southern Humboldt Worship Group
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Visalia Monthly Meeting

Introduction of Guests and Visitors
Four visitors introduced themselves to us:
•
•
•
•

Janice Domanik`, Lake Forest Monthly Meeting and Illinois YM, and the Friends General
Conference Committee for Ministry on Racism.
Lucy Duncan, Goshen MM of Philadelphia YM, and Associate Secretary for Programs and
Communications of FGC, here as the FGC staff visitor.
Vanessa Julye, Central Philadelphia MM, and Coordinator of the Friends General Conference
Committee for Ministry on Racism.
Felix Ostrom, University Friends Meeting (North Pacific Yearly Meeting)

The Presiding Clerk told us that this year, as part of our effort to live more lightly on the earth, the food
we will be served will be primarily vegetarian, and simpler than in the past, with meat available as an
option.
Carol Mosher, Arrangements Clerk, was called to the microphone with the Clerk’s appreciative
superlatives. Carol is ably assisted by Eric Moon, Sarah Tyrell, and Jan Turner, each of whom carries
special responsibilities for the arrangements.
For the Children’s Program Committee, Joe Magruder welcomed children and their families. Programs
have been prepared for three age groups. Joe explained the procedures that parents are asked to follow.
Volunteers are needed.
Epistle Committee
Chris Moore, Clerk of the Epistle Committee, and Committee members Kitty Bergel and Eli Fowler
were introduced.
Junior YM
Michael Eastwood, Adult Clerk of the JYM Committee, introduced two of the three JYM Clerks, Cecilia
Fitzgerald-Cook and Marc Lichterman, who described some of the JYM plans and activities and
welcomed Friends to join in. Volunteers are also needed by JYM.
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Young Friends
Through a skit, Maia Wolf and other Young Friends explained how the Unity with Nature Committee
and the Young Friends are trying to help us green the Yearly Meeting, including a largely vegetarian
menu and cultivating a respectful relationship with our food. The Young Friends Co-Clerks, Sarah
Cooper and Felix Ostrom, introduced themselves and told us of tonight’s plans.
Respectful relationships
The Presiding Clerk reminded us of our commitment to respect one another’s boundaries, and to refrain
from alcohol and the use of prohibited substances this week.
Worship-Sharing
Amy Southwick explained how our worship-sharing group assignments and locations will be posted in
the dining hall before the first breakfast is served.
Secretariat
Don Bean, Clerk of the Secretariat Committee, informed us of the Secretariat’s availability, hours, and
procedures for services and access to equipment. He asked that all reports be provided as electronic files
to the Secretariat and to the Recording Clerks prior to the plenary session in which they will be
presented. The Secretariat will assist Friends with preparation of their reports.
The minutes of Plenary I were read and approved.
The meeting closed at 8:20 p.m. with worship.
Faithfully submitted,
Jamie Newton, Recording Clerk

Joe Franko, Presiding Clerk

Page 3

PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING
Walker Creek Ranch, Marin County, California

Plenary II
Seventh Month, 28, 2009

PLENARY II
The Second Plenary of Pacific Yearly Meeting 2009 began with silent worship at 1:15 p.m. Seventh
Month, 28, 2009.
Reading Clerk Susan Stanley read several epistles from the different age levels of Illinois Yearly
Meeting. “From turning inward comes outward action.” A Friend noted that in the past some epistles
were written direct to other meetings, as with the one read last night, making this a more personal action,
and that we might consider that.
Visitor
Clerk Joe Franko asked for introductions from visiting Friends.
Kathy Hyzy, of Multnomah Meeting, and Editor of Western Friend, introduced herself.
Nominating Committee
Stratton Jaquette, Clerk of Nominating Committee, presented the Initial Nominating Committee Report
for 2009-2010, noting that there were still vacancies to be filled, especially in the areas of Arrangements
and Registrars. Nominating Committee has found these two sets of jobs to be increasingly difficult in
recent years. (See Attachment 10 for final Nominating Committee Report as approved in Plenary
VIII.)
Nominating Committee also passed out copies of the pink sheets on which people are requested to
indicated how they might want to serve PYM in the future year.
Committee to Name the Nominating Committee
Liz Baker reported, as Clerk of Naming Committee, the proposed names for the additions to Nominating
Committee. These are, for Class of 2010, Keith Wedmore and Martha Hunkins, for Class of 2011, Ellie
Huffman, and D.J. Bloom, with D.J. Bloom to become Clerk, and for Class of 2012, Chuck Orr and
David Barrows.
Finance Committee
David Barrows, Clerk, presented the Initial Finance Committee Report. The total budget proposed for
2009-2010 is $72,525.
The Committee recommended that the Children’s Committee budget for the Yearly Meeting session be
increased by $1000.
PYM 2009-1 The Meeting approved increasing the Children’s Committee budget by $1000.
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The Finance Committee Clerk noted that several names of categories have been changed, including the
following:
changing account #5206 to Young Friends PYM Attendance Fund (from Young Friends PYM
Scholarship Fund),
updating the name of the accounts # 5215, 5271, 2748 for Western Friend,
and restoring the name of Account #5528 to Ministry and Oversight.
The proposed assessment for next year is $38 or, if the Youth Coordinator proposal is approved, $76.
[See Finance Committee report and final approved version of the FY 2009-2010 budget report,
Attachments 1 and 2].
Clerk David Barrows noted that there will be an open committee meeting Wednesday afternoon, and
that the Committee will be available for discussion on the proposed budget at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday.
Site Committee
Jim Updegraff, Clerk of Site Committee, reported that RepCom had agreed to change the dates of the
next yearly meeting, to July 26-July 31, 2010. PYM will be held at Claremont-McKenna College.
Among the factors the committee considered in its choice were cost, transportation, weather, food
service, meeting room space, sleeping accommodations, and accessibility for mobility challenged
Friends. Camping will not be available at this site.
[See Site Committee report, Attachment 3].
A Friend asked us to keep in mind the financial implications of no camping being available, and asked
for further information and discussion on this before approval. Costs for Claremont-McKenna are
expected to be significantly lower than our costs at Walker Creek Ranch this year.
Clerk Joe Franko reminded us that we accept rather than approve the report of Site Committee.
PYM 2009-2 The Meeting accepted the Report of the Site Committee.
The minutes of Plenary 2 were read and approved as corrected.
Faithfully submitted,
Carolyn Stephenson, Recording Clerk

Joe Franko, Presiding Clerk
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PLENARY III
The third plenary session of the 2009 annual gathering of PYM began at 2:45 p.m. with worship. The
Presiding Clerk, Joe Franko, reminded us of the spirit of sensitive listening, respect, and openness from
which we seek unity. He summarized the history of the proposal for a Youth Coordinator position,
which began five years ago when Joe Franko and Jane Peers suggested to our Ministry and Oversight
Committee that the time had come to consider hiring staff to strengthen the work of the Yearly Meeting.
The proposal that we have before us today is the best prepared and most thoroughly seasoned this
Presiding Clerk has seen.
Shane Lightner, Convenor of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Youth Coordinator Proposal, reprised the
process of consultation and seasoning that was carried out by the Committee during the past year, with
extensive communication and visitation involving the monthly meetings and worship groups of PYM,
our quarterly meetings, and other yearly meetings. He highlighted issues that were brought to the
Committee and insights the Committee reached as it refined the proposal.
At the Presiding Clerk’s request, the Recording Clerk read the minutes that were brought to our 2008
annual gathering by the Young Friends and by the Junior Friends. (See the minutes of Plenary Session
VI, 2008 annual gathering.)
Our discernment process today began with a “fish bowl” discussion, in which Ad Hoc Committee
members sat in a circle before the Clerks’ table and Friends with questions or comments joined the
circle to speak and hear the responses of Committee members.
A Friend asked that we hear the minute on this proposal that Orange County Monthly Meeting sent to
the Ad Hoc Committee. After it was read, that Friend asked why this minute had not been read today.
We were told that several minutes were sent to the Committee, which felt that it would be inappropriate
to read a minute from one Meeting without reading the others. All are included among the appendices to
the Proposal, which have been made available to all of us.
We learned that Sacramento Monthly Meeting recently minuted its support for the current proposal.
A Committee member asked us to take note of the dates of receipt of the appendices, and of how the
questions, suggestions, and issues brought to the Committee changed over the year of seasoning.
A Friend informed us that the 15 individual letters of Appendix A.7, which were in the document made
available to Friends previously, are not included in the printed version of the Appendices that is
available today for review. We heard that the omission resulted from a technical difficulty. A complete
copy was provided by a Friend who had brought her own copy.
The Committee was asked to tell us about funding suggestions they considered other than a simple
increase to the annual per-member assessment, which would approximately double if the proposed
$38/per member increase is approved. In response, we were told that the Finance
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Committee was involved in the Ad Hoc Committee’s discussions early in the process and thereafter.
Useful input came from other yearly meetings with youth programs, which had found it best to fund
their programs by assessments of members because the basis of support came best from the monthly
meeting level. The Committee also felt strongly that the Youth Coordinator should not be required to do
fundraising. We heard that some yearly meetings have annual “askings” or other funding mechanisms,
rather than assessments like ours.
In the spirit of a query we heard today, How is truth advanced among you?, a Friend asked how the
ministry of our young Friends will be advanced for the benefit of this Yearly Meeting if this proposal is
approved. A Young Friend spoke of the contributions Friends have made to important social changes
throughout our history, and the questions he puts to himself about what he could do. Young Friends
have a lot of energy to use, and they need guidance. Another Young Friend spoke of the dramatic impact
her experience as a teenager in AFSC/SCQM projects had on her development as a Quaker, and her
hope that PYM can provide similar experiences to other young people. An adult told us that when she
first came to an annual gathering, as a young adult, a Friend advised her to connect with Young Friends.
Although she initially felt somewhat insulted, she found that following this advice led to some of the
most beneficial experiences she has had during the past nine years as her involvement in PYM has
deepened. We need not fear that a strengthened youth program will foster isolation of young people
from adult Friends; younger Friends need both integration with the larger Friends’ community and time
together with their peers.
Another adult told us that his own experience working with Quaker youth in the past has been valuable
to him beyond any price. From the appendices, he read remarks from a Young Friend that attest to the
broadening experiences and encounters with life and love that he gained from Quaker youth projects.
That Young Friend lamented the loss to Quakerism of young people who might today be among us as
active adult Friends had they, too, had such experiences.
A questioner asked if this proposal offers the flexibility needed to cope with concerns we have heard
from Quaker families about safety and other matters in youth programs, as well as issues that may arise
in the future that we have not foreseen. Committee members responded that the proposal is meant to be
flexible, with arrangements and processes open to revision as we learn from experience. The Co-Clerk
of JYM told us that the JYM Committee has received inquiries and concerns, has communicated with
families and monthly meetings about them, and works on an on-going basis to address them. Among the
responsibilities of the Coordinator will be visitation and communication with monthly meetings, seeking
to understand why families with youth may not attend PYM so that programs can be responsive to their
needs.
A Friend who did not receive the updated appendices wondered if many Friends did not receive them,
and therefore unavoidably came to annual gathering unprepared. We learned that the appendices were
posted to the PYM website eight days ago (about July 20). The Committee worked hard to compile the
appendices and make them available in a timely way. If Friends need more time to review them, we
should take that time. The proposal that we are asked to approve was available on July 1, 2009.
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How many yearly meetings with youth coordinators have central staff, the Committee was asked, and
how many pay their youth coordinator? We heard that every other yearly meeting that was contacted has
at least some paid staff, although not all of them pay a youth coordinator. Our Presiding Clerk told us
that when the idea of paid staff for PYM was initially raised five years ago, the general feeling was that
if we were to have paid staff the first priority would be for a youth coordinator.
Citing implied costs of the proposal that seem not to be included in the proposed budget, such as support
for the activities of a supervisor and supervisory committee, a Friend suggested that the actual cost may
be about 10% higher than the proposed budget shows. Has the Committee considered these probable
additional costs? We were told that the Committee had not budgeted those additional costs, being
uncertain about what would be approved and how to estimate the costs. For example, the proposed
supervisor may be able to accomplish a great deal by telephone inexpensively, with little travel.
The Presiding Clerk told us that following approval some time will be required to implement this
proposal, and that the additional costs would probably be no greater than the savings from the annual
budget in the first year due to that start-up time. Any proposal, he suggested, will need revision as we
gain experience. We should not become mired in details, but rather ask ourselves if this is work that we
are called by Spirit to do. He asked us to keep this in mind as we moved into worship with attention to
business. The Clerk thanked the Ad Hoc Committee and Young Friends for their faithfulness, and for
their dedicated work in this process.
A member of our Ministry and Oversight Committee reminded us of Biblical stories in which God asked
his servants, Noah and Moses, to undertake completely improbable projects with little direction, faithful
to the call they had received. Like them, we should move ahead. From their own experience and with the
needs of their children in mind, one Friend after another urged us to proceed. A Friend who realized
only recently that the Youth Coordinator would be expected to provide programs for Friends up to 35
years old as well as teens asked for an explanation of that age range. We heard a request for a firm
commitment to respond to concerns about safety of young people at our gatherings, rather than the
general statements the proposal now contains.
A young adult told us how important programs at Ben Lomond Quaker Center were to her during her
teen years, anchoring her in difficult times. How much more emphatically could our young people be
telling us what they need? She has traveled very far to be present with this community, she told us.
Money is not the issue, a Friend told us. If this is right for us to do, the money will be found. We need to
realize that this program will require more, not less, of adults in Pacific Yearly Meeting. This Friend was
concerned that she cannot assure Friends who consider themselves socially conservative that they can
securely send their children to PYM. Expanded youth programs will require that we take on something
very large, demanding a great deal of us all.
A young Friend who lives in an area with few young Friends affirmed the great value to her of events
that bring young Friends together, and asked for more.
An adult who has long served in our youth programs shared his experience through the years, watching
Quaker children mature and assume adult responsibilities, including seats at the clerks’ table. The times
have become more difficult for young people in many ways. This Friend was moved by the proposal and
its possibilities as a step toward the future of this Yearly Meeting.
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“How does this move the truth of this Yearly Meeting forward?”, a Friend asked. She described the
bittersweet experience of a recent quarterly meeting, where a visiting youth coordinator led a wonderful
intergenerational activity and then the youth and adults returned to their separate worlds. She longs to
see us move forward together.
A parent whose children grew up in this yearly meeting, and who has lived through dark times when
youth participation in annual gathering was low due to security concerns and has seen improvements,
witnessed to her faith that this yearly meeting can move forward and make this work.
A Friend who wants to see more youth programs and more intergenerational programs wondered if a
youth coordinator is the best way to bring this about. She cited her own meeting’s series of youth
gatherings that brought young people from other meetings together with those of her meeting, organized
by different volunteers, as a model of what PYM might be able to do without a paid staff member.
Wherever there is a suitable meeting house with interested Friends, such things can be done, but it
would be helpful to have a youth programs committee and some funding. We could achieve the aims
Friends have advocated today at lower cost.
From a grandmother who came this year with her 12-year old grandchild, we heard a request for
inclusion of pre-teens in our youth programs, and also a passionate plea for programs for young Friends
up to age 35, who need spiritual grounding and experience with Quaker process. This Friend believes
that a Youth Coordinator could leverage the energy of our youth with great benefit. In her view, Friends
in her Meeting would willingly increase their assessments to make that possible.
A Friend who has worked with youth in her quarter for at least 25 years told us that if Quakerism is to be
her spiritual community, it must include her children. A PYM Youth Coordinator could provide what is
missing from our annual gatherings and from SCQM, where people who are willing and able to do this
work simply cannot be found.
The Presiding Clerk tested his perception that we have come to a deep unity, despite concerns that
continue to float on the surface waters. He offered a minute for our consideration, and received
suggested changes. A Friend who has long attended meetings for worship regularly with her children,
and whose monthly meeting has minuted its opposition to this proposal, urged us to go more slowly, and
to wait to act until there is real unity. A Young Friend with lifelong attendance at his monthly meeting
told us that his understanding of Quakerism and the commitment he now feels came from experience at
Pacific Yearly Meeting. Several Friends told us that they were required to leave the meeting to go to
their children, and they asked that no decision be made on the minute the Clerk offered us.
In response, the Clerk informed us that he will circulate a minute for our consideration later in this
annual gathering. We were told that the Ad Hoc Committee will provide complete copies of the
Appendices in the quiet room, and that an interest group on this proposal has been scheduled for
Wednesday evening at 6:45 p.m.
The minutes of Plenary III were read and approved.
Faithfully submitted,
Jamie Newton, Recording Clerk

Joe Franko, Presiding Clerk
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PLENARY IV
Plenary IV of Pacific Yearly Meeting 2009 began with silent worship at 1:15 p.m. Seventh Month, 29,
2009.
Reading Clerk Susan Stanley read from the Epistle from Northern Yearly Meeting, held in Wisconsin,
which spoke of the balance between the individual and community senses of the divine.
Visitor
Clerk Joe Franko asked for introductions from visiting Friends. Kamilla from the Las Vegas Worship
Group introduced herself.
American Friends Service Commmittee (AFSC) Report
Laura Magnani, Interim Regional Director of Pacific Mountain region of AFSC and Shan Cretin,
Regional Director of the Pacific Southwest region of AFSC, told us of the impact of the financial crisis
on AFSC offices, which have been particularly reliant on portfolios and real estate. They are now faced
with at least a 50% cut in the budget for the coming fiscal year beginning in October. Laura told us that
in the Pacific Mountain region, a large number of staff have been there for more than 20 years, and that
this region has a larger proportion of Quaker staff (5) than any other region. The biggest program area is
in human migration and mobility. This region will have to cut some offices and merge others.
Shan Cretin told us of the work of Pacific Southwest region in addressing the needs of the marginalized
and dispossessed, including in the area of sustainability. In Tucson there is work with the incarcerated
and formerly incarcerated, in San Diego with the immigrant community, in Los Angeles with the Arab
and Islamic communities, through the lens of human rights, and in Hawaii with the native Hawaiian
community. Because of the inability to cut in areas where there are grants, some other offices have had
to be cut drastically. She expressed an urgent need for support from Friends for the work of both
regions, in terms of prayers, finances and volunteering.
Pacific Friends Outreach Society (PFOS)
Liz Baker, Clerk of Pacific Friends Outreach Society, presented her report that reminded us that PFOS
still exists, and is meeting annually until such time as it is called to serve PYM.
[See Pacific Friends Outreach Society report, Attachment 4].
Statistical Report
Lee Knutsen, Statistical Clerk, reported that there are 36 constituent meetings, 13 worship groups, and
one preparative Meeting. Two meetings, Palo Alto and Berkeley, have 100 or more members, while six
have 10 or fewer members. Overall PYM membership has increased by 9 members to 1,462. Increases
primarily resulted from convincement (42) and transfers (18) into meetings, while decreases included 19
deaths, 9 transferring out, and 28 released or withdrawing.
[See Statistical report and Details, Attachment 5].
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Peace and Social Order Committee
Hubert Morel-Seytoux, Clerk of Peace and Social Order, introduced the members of the Committee, and
presented two minutes for approval, asking that the Clerk and Monthly Meetings send the minutes out to
appropriate legislators and the press.
[See Peace and Social Order Committee report, Attachment 6].
The first proposed minute read:
" In keeping with our Quaker Peace Testimony, Pacific Yearly Meeting opposes the expansion of the
war in Afghanistan and else where and urges our government to increase and depend on diplomacy and
other nonviolent means to resolve conflicts in the world."
One Friend asked about the inclusion of withdrawal from Iraq, another about adding seeking to remove
the underlying causes of war, since most war today is not between states.
PYM 2009-3 The Meeting approved the following minute as revised.
In keeping with our Quaker Peace Testimony, Pacific Yearly Meeting opposes the
expansion of the war in Afghanistan and elswwhere and urges our government to
address the underlying causes of war and to increase and depend on diplomacy and other
nonviolent means to resolve conflicts in the world.
The second proposed minute was as follows:
"In keeping with our Testimony on Equality and Community, Friends believe that access to health care
must be universal, available to every man, woman, and child in this land, at minimal administrative cost.
We hope that Friends will support the public option at the federal level, and will support the right of
states to adopt a single-payer option, such as SB 810 in California. At present, most Friends prefer a
single-payer system, but we remain open to alternatives as long as they provide both universal care and
cost efficiency."
A Friend suggested postponing consideration of this minute until after the interest group on this subject.
Another argued that this minute contains two types of statements, addressed to different audiences, with
the latter part involving actions that could be taken. Yet another Friend said that this part inappropriately
attempted to summarize Friends’ views. Another Friend proposed that the phrase “every man, women
and child” be changed to “all individuals of all ages.”
The minute will be brought back with revisions following the interest group.
Hubert Morel-Seytoux also mentioned another minute sent from Southern California Quarter, on which
the committee was unable to come to agreement. The copy of this minute on global health care and
humanitarian – or rather development -- aid will be available in the attached report. Clerk Joe Franko
agreed to send out this proposed Southern California minute to College Park and unaffiliated meetings.
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Unity with Nature Committee
Joe Morris, Clerk of Unity with Nature, suggested that the world seems to be developing almost an
allergic reaction to us humans. He reminded us that the proposal several years ago to lay down this
committee stimulated the committee and PYM into action. By 2007 thirteen meetings and PYM had
approved minutes on environment. While it is too late to avoid climate change, there is now a
recognized sense of urgency, and we have begun to focus both on mitigation and adaptation. The
Committee is now discussing a possible testimony on environment. Such a testimony – a lived
conviction – would seem to relate clearly to our testimony on simplicity. Some argue that if we simply
lived our existing testimonies, each building on another, we would not need this new one. We were
reminded of John Woolman’s living testimony in this area.
Other ideas from monthly meetings are to view our lives as a part of nature, and to focus on
sustainability rather than harmony with nature. Perhaps we should focus on responding to queries.
Individual action – changing our light bulbs – may not be enough; we need to change the way in which
our society is structured. The upcoming December 2009 Copenhagen UN conference on climate
change, to produce the successor document to the Kyoto Protocol, will be critical, and Quakers are
taking action with respect to this. Next year, 2010, will be the 25th anniversary of the founding of our
PYM committee. We need to listen again to that still small voice (2 Kings 19).
[See Unity with Nature Committee report, Attachment 7].
Clerk Joe Franko thanked the Clerk of Unity with Nature for his work on testimonies.
The minutes of Plenary 2 were read and approved as corrected.
The meeting closed at 3:20 p.m. following announcements and silent worship.
Faithfully submitted,
Carolyn Stephenson, Recording Clerk

Joe Franko, Presiding Clerk
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Plenary V as scheduled
consisted of
Open Committee Meetings
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PLENARY VI
The sixth plenary session of the 2009 annual gathering of PYM began at 1:15 p.m. Seventh Month 30,
2009 with worship. Reading Clerk Susan Stanley read from epistle of the 108th annual session of Ohio
Valley Yearly Meeting. These Friends explored their understanding of deep values that underlie true
sustainability of both life on earth and the life of the spirit, with young Friends and older Friends finding
their way together through challenging issues to emerge with a more profound awareness of the
presence of the spirit among them.
Religious Education for Children Committee
The Religious Education for Children Committee Clerk Gail Eastwood brought a recommendation that
we designate a member of our Religious Education for Children Committee to serve as an additional
representative to Friends General Conference Central Committee, and to serve on the Religious
Education Committee of the FGC Central Committee.
PYM 2009-4
Pacific Yearly Meeting approved the recommendation that our Nominating Committee
nominate a member of our Religious Education for Children Committee to serve as an
additional representative to the Friends General Conference Central Committee, and to
serve on the Religious Education Committee of the FGC Central Committee.
Tom Farley, our current representative to Friends General Conference Central Committee, advised us
that he had submitted a report to the 2009 Representative Committee meeting with a very similar
recommendation.
[See Representative to FGC Central Committee report for Aug 2009, Attachment 16].
The Committee’s survey in the past year found that 57% of monthly meetings in PYM have a children’s
program with more than two children. The top concern for monthly meetings was We don’t have enough
children. We have many “empty nest” meetings. Our monthly meetings are struggling to attract families
with children and to provide programs for them. The survey found no initiatives for outreach, and
discovered that the second leading concern for monthly meetings was the lack of volunteers to work
with children. With many parents and grandparents in our meetings, we still have the potential to pass
on the treasure that has been given to us. The report of the Religious Education for Children Committee
is attached to these minutes.
[See Attachment 8 for full report which includes Religious Ed for Children’s Issue #7 Newsletter].
Western Friend
Kathy Hyzy, Editor of Western Friend and a member of Multnomah Monthly Meeting in Portland,
Oregon, encouraged us to take samples of Western Friend back to our meetings and to encourage
Friends to subscribe to and read the magazine. Kathy introduced Friends who serve as PYM
representatives on the board of the corporation that publishes Western Friend, Sandy Farley and Stephen
Matchett. (This board retains the name “Friends Bulletin,” although the name of the publication has
changed to Western Friend.) Kathy Hyzy asked us to bring our concerns and stories to her attention so
that they can be shared widely through this, our own magazine. Western Friend is facing a shortfall of
$8,500 in this fiscal year from its annual budget of just under $80,000. Support from Friends is needed.
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Nominating Committee
Nominating Committee Clerk Stratton Jaquette presented a revised report with the good news that
nominees have been found for some previously empty positions. Nominees whose names were brought
to us previously were read for approval.
PYM 2009-5 Pacific Yearly Meeting approved the nominees as presented in Plenary II.
Stratton Jaquette brought the following nominees to us for the first time. These nominees will be
brought to us for approval tomorrow.
Arrangements Clerks
2010 Jim Updegraff, Sacramento (2009)
2011 Kate Carpenter, Orange Grove (2009)
Registrars
2010 Liz Baker, Berkeley (2009)
Discipline Committee
2011 Jan Turner, Humboldt (2009)
2012 Shan Cretin, Santa Monica (2009)
Junior Yearly Meeting Committee
2012 Joseph House, Orange Grove (2009)
Moved Tom Farley to Religious Ed for Children

Peace and Social Order Committee
2012 Ken Dunn, Inland Valley (2009)
Religious Education for Children Committee
2011 Alice Talbot, Honolulu (2009)
2012 Tom Farley, Palo Alto (2009)
Site Committee
2012 John Pixley, Claremont (2009)
Unity with Nature Committee
2010 Renie Wong Lindley, Honolulu (2009)

Finance Committee
David Barrows, Clerk of the Finance Committee, told us that our present budget totals $72,525.00, with
an assessment of $38.00 per member. The detailed budget was presented earlier at this annual gathering.
If the Youth Coordinator Proposal is approved, the assessment will double to $76.00 per member.
PYM 2009-6 Pacific Yearly Meeting approved the budget proposed by the Finance Committee.
[See FY 2009-2010 - Budget report, Attachment 2].
Treasurer’s report [See Treasurer’s report, Attachment 9].
Treasurer Gary Wolf presented the Treasurer’s report. Contributions from monthly meetings have been
very close to the budget. At this time, all expenses items are at or below budget. Gary summarized the
performance of our investments, our assets and reserves, and stated again that we will have to increase
our reserves if we increase our budget as envisioned by the Youth Coordinator Proposal. The session
account for annual gathering revenue and expenses cannot yet be reported because the figures are not
final.
Gary reported on our second year of voice teleconferencing as an alternative to some travel in the work
of the Yearly Meeting. We will continue to gain experience with teleconferencing, and reports are
invited on the adequacy of teleconferencing for meetings. The Electronic Subcommittee of the Ministry
and Oversight Committee is appraising the spiritual foundations of meetings conducted with this new
technology.
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Friends were reminded to request reimbursement for travel in the service of PYM, and to explicitly
donate those funds back if they desire to do so, so that our costs can be correctly recorded.
PYM 2009-7 The Treasurer’s report was accepted with gratitude.
The minutes of Plenary VI were read and approved.
Faithfully submitted,
Jamie Newton, Recording Clerk

Joe Franko, Presiding Clerk
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Memorial List 2009
First N ame

Last Name

Meeting

Leo
Barbara

Baefsky
Brady

Lake County WG
Orange County

Lila Fidler
Dorwin (Doc) Philip

Carey
Cartwright

La Jolla
Santa Barbara

Frank
Geri
John (Jack)
Art

Cooper
Danzig
De Beers
Evans

Davis
La Jolla
San Francisco
Friends House WG

Mark
Bill

Farmer
Hardy-Haworth

Orange County
Davis

Marilyn

Howe

La Jolla

Elisabeth

Jay

Berkeley

Lu

Kuboshima

Pacific Ackworth WG

Beverly
Pali Jae

Labin
Lee

San Francisco
Honolulu

Anne
J. Robert (Bob)
Harvey
Hanne Maria

Penery
Sewell
Smith
Sonquist

San Diego
Santa Barbara
Claremont
Santa Barbara

Mary Alice
Joyce Kleger
Carla

Steinhardt
Tappan
Taylor Tandy

Redwood Forest
Redwood Forest
Berkeley

Elizabeth

Thompson

Orange Grove

Rebeca

Valdiva

La Jolla

Miriam

Von Seggern

Grass Valley
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PLENARY VIII
The eighth plenary session of the 2009 annual gathering of PYM began at 1:20 p.m. at 1:15 p.m.
Seventh Month 31, 2009 with worship. Reading Clerk Susan Stanley read from the 2008 epistle of New
England Yearly Meeting, where Friends felt the call to love one another weigh heavily upon them – to
actually do it, to learn to love again and again, and to forgive one another. She read also from the epistle
of the first-ever New England Young Friends camp. These Young Friends, conscious that their lives
were in flux, wondered at and gave thanks for the natural beauties of their surroundings, but it was an
unexpected inner response to this, their first corporate Sabbath, that brought them truly together, first in
gathered meetings for worship and then in worshipful sharing after the planned hour of worship in
response to the call of the spirit. Here they felt uplifted by a sense of spontaneous symphony where
before there had been but a single oboe. They encouraged all Friends to try out this path into
communion and community.
Naming Report
Presiding Clerk Joe Franko read again the recommendations of our Naming Committee, which we had
heard in Plenary II of this annual gathering.
PYM 2009-8 Pacific Yearly Meeting approved the following Friends to serve on the Nominating
Committee, with the terms indicated:
2010
2010
2011

Martha Hunkins (Humboldt)
Keith Wedmore (San Francisco)
D.J. Bloom (Appleseed), Clerk

2011
2012
2012

Ellie Huffman (Monterey Peninsula)
David Barrows (San Diego)
Chuck Orr (La Jolla)

Nominating Committee
Stratton Jaquette, Clerk of the Nominating Committee, informed us that no additional nominees would
be brought to us in this plenary session. Nominees who were brought to us in the sixth plenary session
were returned to us for approval.
PYM 2009-9 Pacific Yearly Meeting approved the nominations as recommended by Nominating
Committee. [See final approved List of Officers, Committees and Representatives,
Attachment 10].
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Epistle Committee
Our Epistle Committee – Chris Mohr, Kitty Bergel, and Eli Fowler – presented a draft of the 2009
epistle. Friends were invited to share their thoughts with the Epistle Committee at an open meeting this
evening over dinner.
Registrar’s report
Sherri Sisson, Registrar, thanked all who registered for the entire week. This change in PYM policy, and
Friends’ responses to it, so improved our process and gentled the tasks of the Registrar that she startled
us by expressing her willingness to consider taking on this role a second time. Sherri thanked all who
were involved in registration, including Dave and Kathy, The Conference Managers. Friends who are
present but have not registered were urged to visit The Conference Managers’ website and register.
Approximately 329 people registered for the week, and 21 registered as day attenders. The Registrar’s
report is attached. [See Registrar’s report, Attachment 11].
Alternatives to Violence Project (AVP)
Anne Boone, Stephen Matchett, Jim Avera, Katherine Youngmeister, and Sharon Beckman described
the work Friends are doing with the Alternatives to Violence Project, including extensive service within
prisons since the California prison system began to welcome AVP workshops several years ago. AVP
now has active programs in 16 state prisons, where approximately 130 workshops were conducted
during the past year. A warden in one prison reported that the summer of 2008 was the calmest summer
in many years in his institution, an improvement that he attributed directly to the benefits of AVP
workshops.
AVP has succeeded in opening local community councils near some prisons, so that facilitators do not
need to travel long distances to offer workshops. AVP has also connected with parolees, and some
former prisoners now work with AVP as facilitators within the prisons. AVP is understood by these
facilitators as an expression of our deepest Quaker values in the world – something we cannot own but
to which we can open ourselves.
AVP encourages Friends to offer contributions of both money and time. Donations can be sent to
Stephen Matchett, treasurer of AVP, which is a tax-deductible organization. AVP also invites Friends
near the 16 prisons with AVP programs to offer hospitality to facilitators. (Currently, about half of
AVP’s costs are for lodging for facilitators.) AVP also offers workshops for teens through a program
called HIPP (Help Increase the Peace Project).
Youth Coordinator Proposal
The Presiding Clerk thanked a Friend whose concern led the Clerk to pause when he felt ready to ask for
approval of the Youth Coordinator Proposal in an earlier plenary session. Friends have made very good
use of the time afforded us by that pause, participating in an interest group and in other discussions that
have strengthened the proposal. We have seasoned the ideas and issues reflected in this proposal for
several years and in many ways. The Clerk asked that our consideration today begin with Friends who
wished to address the proposal and had not spoken about it previously.
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A monthly meeting representative whose meeting had not found unity in its consideration of the Youth
Coordinator Proposal reminded us that established Friends organizations are experiencing severe
funding shortfalls. He recommended that most of the funds proposed for a Youth Coordinator be
allocated instead to AFSC and FCNL in this time of crisis, with perhaps one fifth of the proposed budget
being used for youth programs of PYM. A Friend with long experience in Quaker service, including
AFSC, reminded us that our process is to share in discernment here at our annual gathering, rather than
to represent any other viewpoint or Friends’ body. We have long experience with the inadequacy of
reliance for our youth programs on inconsistent efforts by volunteers, despite the best of intentions and
their great skill. We have minuted our approval of this position in principal. Now we need to move from
that expression of intent to implementation. This Friend urged us to support our Friends’ organizations,
but to keep faith with our youth by providing the youth coordinator they have so fervently requested.
A Friend whose small monthly meeting is unsure how it will meet this year’s budget urged us to approve
this proposal with faith that we will find our way. A pregnant Friend whose monthly meeting has neither
children nor a children’s program has felt apprehensive about the place her family will have in her
meeting after their child is born. She and her husband have committed themselves to remain with that
monthly meeting, but they need help to create a program for their own child and other children they
hope their monthly meeting will attract.
We heard expressions of the dilemmas faced by families who have been drawn to PYM by their
children’s eagerness, yet have felt deterred by adult anxiety about what the children are likely to
encounter at annual gatherings and about what will not be available for them. A Friend who grew up in
PYM and returned because of the deep love she holds for Friends of this Yearly Meeting lamented the
absence of many whom she had hoped to see at our annual gathering. She hopes that a Youth
Coordinator can foster the energy and commitment that will keep Friends within this Quaker community
from youth onward.
A Friend with many years of strong commitment to our children and involvement in PYM programs for
youth said that at our 2008 annual gathering she felt derogated and pressured when she expressed her
concerns about this proposal, and treated as if she did not care about the children of this Yearly Meeting.
She asked if this is what we want to model for our children – the atmosphere of a political campaign, in
which people cheer for what they support and attempt to overwhelm any opposition.
Reminding us that in our search for unity and our eagerness to move forward we must never forget to
treat one another with love and tenderness, our Clerk asked us to settle again into worship. Citing a
recent experience at FGC, with leadership shared by all age groups and designated listeners in one
session, another Friend asked us not to lose sight of the importance of listening to one another.
Perhaps what we are calling a Youth Coordinator might be more appropriately called a Community
Coordinator, a Friend suggested. We have among us many colors of yarn, and it seems as though
perhaps we are trying to hire a weaver. We might better think of what we are doing as purchasing a
loom kit. We are the weavers, seeking what we need to weave our many threads into a single beautiful
fabric. We often learn best about our own faith by explaining it to others, especially to others younger
than ourselves. We all need to be involved in this weaving.
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A Friend who came to Quakerism as a teenager is now, in his fifties, among the youngest members of
his monthly meeting. Serving on our Nominating Committee, he told us that he often hears adult Friends
decline requests to serve because they lack the time and energy. Families with two adults often need two
incomes to make ends meet. We seem to fear hiring anyone to do anything at all, and we need a person
to coordinate us in those very forms of volunteer service for which we have heard so many calls.
A teenaged friend told us that last year, for two weeks after our annual gathering many teens came to
worship at his monthly meeting – something that had never happened before. He felt a sense of
community with them similar to what he had felt at annual gathering, but never before at his own
meeting.
A Friend suggested that our reluctance to approve this proposal comes primarily from the fact that this
will cost us a lot of money. His monthly meeting considered this, decided that they were willing to stand
the cost, and sent a letter to that effect. He asked us to be tender toward meetings that have not felt ready
to bear this cost, and hoped our Finance Committee could find a way to help such meetings ease into this
new level of financial support. The Clerk of our Finance Committee told us that some ideas have been
offered with recognition that some monthly meetings are struggling to make their own budgets, but he
did not think it is in the province of the Finance Committee to devise a plan that would differentiate
among monthly meetings based on apparent ability to contribute to PYM’s funding.
A Friend whose small monthly meeting struggles with finances and had minuted its opposition to the
proposal told us that changes have taken place since that minute was approved. The age range to be
served by the Youth Coordinator has been expanded to include Friends as young as middle school,
resolving the Meeting’s concern about the age limitations of the program, and in consultation with the
Ad Hoc Committee on the Youth Coordinator Proposal the Clerk of her Meeting has concluded that this
monthly meeting can find a way to provide its share of the costs. This Friend believes her Meeting is
now ready to move forward with the current proposal.
The Presiding Clerk tested the sense of the meeting. Citing his concern about risks of several kinds that
could cause the proposed position to fail, and his yearning for our youth programs to be life changing
and successful, one Friend told us in detail why he could not unite with this minute. A second Friend
told us that she shared his views, and that she has deep reservations about institutionalizing our youth
programs. A third told us that she also could not unite with this proposal while others felt strongly
opposed. Our Clerk told us that the sense of this meeting is clear to him. Spirit is requiring this of us. We
may discover a year from now that this was a mistake, but our Finance Committee has told us that
Pacific Yearly Meeting can weather such a mistake.
A Young Friend asked us to make this decision not on the basis of whether we think we have the money,
but on the basis of whether this decision is right and necessary. The young people of this yearly meeting
need to be brought into the light of Quakerism in a world that bombards them with so many other
influences. They need our commitment.
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“I need to confess an error,” a Friend cried out to us. He recounted some of his more than 30 years of
advocacy for youth and service to Quaker youth programs. A year ago, he tried to minimize his anxiety
about the difference between the terms “coordination” and “coordinator.”
Since then, he has asked for deeper involvement in dialogue on the proposal and sought without effect to
bring attention to alternatives, such as the youth program committee that was recently established by
North Pacific Yearly Meeting. In his judgment, the proposal before us is not the right way to go, and we
do not have unity at this time to approve it.
Again, our Presiding Clerk returned us to worship.
“The funny thing about fears is that their number one job is to make us think they are real,” a Friend told
us. “Fears matter, but they are not real.” She acknowledged the fears she has heard, and the power of
those fears – that we won’t have enough money, that we will fail, that if we don’t approve this proposal
our youth will walk away. We have a plan, but it is just a plan, put together by our trusted Friends. If it
fails, we will remain together. We are a community that can survive even if what we fear comes to pass.
We are deterred not by money, she said, but by fear of change. This may not be a perfect proposal, but
God does not ask us to be perfect. Let us take a deep breath and rest in God’s arms. God offers us not
fear, but faith, and asks us to do only what we know best to do. Let us not make our decision out of fear
of what will happen if we don’t, but rather from love of what will happen if we do.
“I rise to testify to my grief at this moment,” a Friend told us – grief for our young friends, for the rift
we are forming if we do not yield to Spirit, for our stubborn resistance and for our desire to push
through, and for the way we wound ourselves. We will leave this gathering tomorrow at midday.
“Where will we be at our next yearly meeting if this is where we end our week together?”, he asked.
Through ministry in song as well as the spoken word, we were called again to listen and to hear.
We are faced with a political reality, a Friend said. Without the support of the largest monthly meeting
in this Yearly Meeting, this proposal would be likely to fail. A Friend who told us that her life history
attests to success at what had seemed impossible called us to act boldly, with faith.
Passionate statements from the silence continued to reveal both shared commitments to nurturance of
our youth and divergent convictions about the wisdom and the potential of the proposal before us. Sobs
mingled with the rustle of leaves and the slapping of our tent walls in the afternoon breeze. Anguished
and divided, with no clear path before us, it seemed that our hearts would break.
A Friend from our largest monthly meeting, Palo Alto, assured us that despite the concerns he had
conveyed from that Meeting about the cost of this proposal he was certain that generous Friends would
come forward to contribute. If this proposal was approved, he was confident that Palo Alto Friends
would do their utmost to make it a success. He went on to urge that we not merely double the
assessment but triple it, and allocate the additional funds to AFSC and FCNL.
Sensing movement on the matter before us, the Clerk asked that we return to silence. He reminded us
that this is worship. It need not be serious or solemn, but it must be respectful. When people speak, we
should listen.
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“We are uncomfortable with this process,” a Friend told us from the silence, “and thank God for this
discomfort.” She reminded us of the query, “What would we do if we were not afraid?” This is a
challenge of faith, and not of logistics.
Some of the concerns we have heard in this session were acknowledged as valid and then addressed by a
Friend who believed that they can be managed. Most program proposals are revised in light of
experience after they are approved, he told us. Given anxieties that have been voiced about doubling our
assessment, this Friend suggested that we approve the proposal without changing our assessment, asking
Friends to give what they can to meet the added cost. This would remove the element of fear and
perceived compulsion. There are yearly meetings without assessments. They make their members aware
of what is needed, and they receive what they need from voluntary contributions. Perhaps one day we,
too, will have no assessment.
Several Friends voiced their faith that we can, indeed, move forward as a community, affirmed their
sense of the importance of this initiative, and spoke of their willingness to proceed despite their own
concerns about some aspects of the proposal, confident that the wisdom and experience of Friends who
have objected can be drawn upon to strengthen our plans and our work. “Example is the best teacher,”
we heard. Coming to unity is not easy or fast, and sometimes it hurts. Even when the cause is not
popular we need to voice our concerns and take the time we need to truly come to unity. We need to be
spiritually generous to our youth, and to ourselves.
Our Clerk told us that he had heard Friends who had not expressed their unity before unite with the
suggestion that we approve the proposal without an assessment, and our Finance Committee Clerk had
assured us that we can fund the proposal for one year. He asked if we were now able to unite. A Friend
who had felt unheard and shoved aside in this process told us that she could nevertheless unite with the
proposal if the position were called “Youth Program Coordinator,” rather than “Youth Coordinator.”
PYM 2009-10

Pacific Yearly Meeting approved moving forward with the revised Youth
Program Coordinator Position Proposal for a three-year trial period, asking that
yearly written reports be presented to our annual sessions and that an assessment
of the project be made at the end of the three years. Further, we ask the committee
to consider the needs of our youth from age 10 through Young Friends,
addressing the needs of our monthly and quarterly meetings. We also ask the
Coordinator and the committee to help us address the issues of safety raised by
our monthly meetings, parents, and youth. Instead of raising the Pacific Yearly
Meeting assessment, we ask each monthly meeting to consider making a
contribution of at least $38.00 per member to cover the costs of the proposal. We
are aware that the proposal we have approved is open to change and modification
as we go forward.

Two Friends informed us that they could not unite with this minute. Another told us that she does not
understand or approve the decision to fund this proposal in the first year from reserves and
contributions. We should honestly inform our monthly meetings of the costs of what we have approved
and pay in our usual way for what God has asked us to do.
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In response to a question, the Clerk told us that by “three-year experiment” we mean that the program
will be assessed annually, and that after three years if we do not approve continuing the program it will
be laid down.
The meeting closed at 5:25 p.m. with worship.
Faithfully submitted,
Jamie Newton, Recording Clerk

Joe Franko, Presiding Clerk

[NOTE: The minutes of Plenary VIII were read, revised and approved in Plenary IX.]
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PLENARY IX
Plenary IX of Pacific Yearly Meeting 2009 began with silent worship at 8:50 a.m. the First Day of
Eighth Month, 2009.
Reading Clerk Susan Stanley read from the Epistle from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. That Meeting
found the importance of love, finding no minute that could speak to their question.
Minutes of Plenary VIII
Jamie Newton, Recording Clerk, read the minutes of Plenary VIII. A Friend commended the Recording
Clerk for recording this long and difficult meeting with clarity and in melodious tone.
The minutes of Plenary VIII were approved as corrected.
Ministry and Oversight
Laura Magnani, Clerk of Ministry and Oversight, noted that 23 people, in addition to Ministry and
Oversight itself, supplement the work of the Committee. The Electronic Subcommittee needs a Web
Coordinator. Friends should contact Don Bean. The Mexico City Subcommittee worked on the
translation of the Advices and Queries to accompany Faith and Practice. A large number of Friends are
involved in interfaith bodies and in outreach. Laura was disappointed that we could not devote more
attention to the work of Vanessa Julye and the FGC Committee on Ministry and Racism, and
particularly that we had to forego Vanessa’s Interest Group yesterday.
The Futures Subcommittee heard that the first step in a possible restructuring, as proposed at the
Representatives Meeting, is clearly discerning the purpose of Yearly Meeting, and of our plenaries at the
annual session. We need to attend to the question of a lack of trust and resulting behaviors.
[See Ministry and Oversight Committee report, Attachment 12].
A Friend thanked Laura for her service. He is troubled by what he experienced yesterday. He felt that
those who had concerns were overwhelmed by others. He raised the question of whether we unite with
the spirit or with the proposal. He expressed concern that the form of budgeting for the Youth Program
Coordinator might be confusing as to whether this is actually a one-year plan rather than a three-year
plan.
The Clerk reminded us that this is now the time to move the proposal forward, and that he met this
morning with the Clerks of Nominating and Ministry and Oversight to do so.
David Barrows, Clerk of Finance Committee, noted that there is also a place for individual contributions
to the Youth Program Coordinator, and that a letter will be sent out to Meetings indicating approval of
the proposal, informing them of the costs, and asking for pledges.
A Friend asked to be recorded as in agreement with the sentiments of the Friend who expressed
concerns about yesterday’s process.
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Epistle of Pre-School
Alden spoke the Pre-School Epistle. Some boys were chasing turkeys up the hill and cows charged the
boys. Three children contributed to the writing of the Epistle.
Epistle of Lower Elementary
Several of the children (Joyce, Nina, Audrey Susan, Bethany, Alexander, Garner) read the Epistle
together. They spoke of those things they liked and didn’t, especially liking swimming and other
activities, and not especially liking the cold. Rhea Farley loved working with the group.
Middle School Epistle
In another joint effort, several Middle School readers spoke of the energy that surged throughout this
group, sometimes creative, sometimes resulting in annoying each other. They learned to trust each
other, creating a common fabric.
[See Middle School Epistle, Attachment 13]
Young Friends Epistle
Luke Milliron read the Young Friends’ Epistle, noting the fog and the poison oak, and organizing a
session on respectful relationships and an ice cream social. Young Friends were drawn together by the
Youth Coordinator proposal, and held a vigil prior to the Plenary session considering it.
[See Young Friends Epistle, Attachment 14]
Pacific Yearly Meeting Epistle
Chris Mohr read the revised Epistle of Pacific Yearly Meeting. We deepened our faith together as we
considered and approved the Youth Coordinator proposal, which contained 110 pages of appendices,
after lengthy and difficult discernment. Long periods of worship each morning helped us space
ourselves. Early morning sessions on Bible Study and Transformative Quakers drew many. Walker
Creek Ranch provided encounters with wildlife, Unity with Nature helped offer primarily vegetarian
meals, and several people bicycled part of the way here.
Several Friends shared their view that we did come to decision on the Youth Coordinator, but that we
did not in fact come to unity, and preferred that the Epistle reflect what they believed to be truth. The
Clerk informed us that unity is not unanimity and that it is the Clerk’s role to discern whether there is
unity. The Clerk of Ministry and Oversight indicated that we were out of order in amending the Epistle,
that it was read yesterday and was now to be accepted. The Clerk asked that we accept the Epistle, and
asked that further concerns go to the Clerk of the Committee.
[See Pacific Yearly Meeting Epistle, Attachment 15]
PYM 2009-11 Pacific Yearly Meeting accepted the Epistle.
Peace and Social Order Committee
Stephen McNeil, member of Peace and Social Order Committee, brought back this revised minute on
health care, as requested during Plenary IV, for approval.

Page 26

PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING
Walker Creek Ranch, Marin County, California

Plenary IX
Eighth Month, 1, 2009

"In keeping with our Testimony on Equality and Community, Friends believe that access to health care
must be universal, available to every individual in this land, at minimal administrative cost. Friends
support a single-payer system, do not support a single government-run health delivery system, and
support the right of states to adopt the single-payer option, such as SB 810 in California.”
Many Friends suggested that we could not speak for the views of all Friends, not having considered that
matter here. Several Friends suggested the importance of universally available and affordable health
care. Some felt that it was important to keep the reference to the California legislation; others did not.
A Friend said she cared about health care, but not this minute, and suggested coming to unity on not
approving this minute. Another begged us to come to unity on the minute.
The Clerk suggested that this would be a more powerful minute if it spoke to what specifically in our
testimonies leads us to this, and suggested that a more powerful version could be brought to
Representative Committee.
One Friend suggested that the problem with most minutes is that we think someone is listening. Having
approved a minute, we forget to make our voices heard in ways that really make a difference, with
letters to the editor and contact with legislators, and that this is what we need to do. Whether we act
now is less important that what we do in the next few weeks.
PYM 2009-12 The Meeting approved the following minute as revised.
In keeping with our Testimonies on Equality and Community, those of us gathered at Pacific
Yearly Meeting in 2009 believe that access to health care must be universal and affordable for
every individual in this land. There is support among Friends for single-payer health insurance
plans, and we support the right of states to adopt the single-payer option. We encourage further
study and action by monthly meetings.
Junior Yearly Meeting Epistle
A Junior Friend read the Epistle of Junior Yearly Meeting, which held its business meetings in the
morning to be more in keeping with the schedule of these Friends. JYM strongly supported the position
of Youth Coordinator.
Other reports
Other reports not presented in Plenaries at this annual session will be attached. [See Representative to
FGC Central Committee report, Attachment 16; Holding Corporation minutes, Attachment 17;
and Attenders List, Attachment 18]
The Meeting approved the minutes as corrected.
The meeting closed at 11:20 a.m. with announcements and silent worship.
Faithfully submitted,
Carolyn Stephenson, Recording Clerk

Joe Franko, Presiding Clerk
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Action Minutes Approved, All Plenaries
Seventh Month, 27, to Eighth Month, 1, 2009

Action Minutes Approved by PYM, 2009

PYM 2009-1
PYM 2009-2

PYM 2009-3

PYM 2009-4

PYM 2009-5
PYM 2009-6
PYM 2009-7

PYM 2009-8

PYM 2009-9

PLENARY II
The Meeting approved increasing the Children’s Committee budget by $1000.
The Meeting accepted the Report of the Site Committee.
PLENARY IV
The Meeting approved the following minute as revised.
In keeping with our Quaker Peace Testimony, Pacific
Yearly Meeting opposes the expansion of the war in
Afghanistan and elswwhere and urges our government to
address the underlying causes of war and to increase and
depend on diplomacy and other nonviolent means to resolve
conflicts in the world.
PLENARY VI
Pacific Yearly Meeting approved the recommendation that our Nominating
Committee nominate a member of our Religious Education for Children
Committee to serve as an additional representative to the Friends General
Conference Central Committee, and to serve on the Religious Education
Committee of the FGC Central Committee.
Pacific Yearly Meeting approved the nominees as presented in Plenary II.
Pacific Yearly Meeting approved the budget proposed by the Finance
Committee.
The Treasurer’s report was accepted with gratitude.
PLENARY VIII
Pacific Yearly Meeting approved the following Friends to serve on the
Nominating Committee, with the terms indicated:
2010 Martha Hunkins (Humboldt)
2010 Keith Wedmore (San Francisco)
2011 D.J. Bloom (Appleseed), Clerk
2011 Ellie Huffman (Monterey Peninsula)
2012 David Barrows (San Diego)
2012 Chuck Orr (La Jolla)
Pacific Yearly Meeting approved the nominations as recommended by
Nominating Committee. [See final approved List of Officers, Committees
and Representatives, Attachment 10].
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PYM 2009-10

PYM 2009-11
PYM 2009-12

Pacific Yearly Meeting approved moving forward with the revised Youth
Program Coordinator Position Proposal for a three-year trial period, asking that
yearly written reports be presented to our annual sessions and that an
assessment of the project be made at the end of the three years. Further, we ask
the committee to consider the needs of our youth from age 10 through Young
Friends, addressing the needs of our monthly and quarterly meetings. We also
ask the Coordinator and the committee to help us address the issues of safety
raised b y our monthly meetings, parents, and youth. Instead of raising the
Pacific Yearly Meeting assessment, we ask each monthly meeting to consider
making a contribution of at least $38.00 per member to cover the costs of the
proposal. We are aware that the proposal we have approved is open to change
and modification as we go forward.

PLENARY IX
Pacific Yearly Meeting accepted the Epistle.
The Meeting approved the following minute as revised.
"In keeping with our Testimonies on Equality and Community, those of
us gathered at Pacific Yearly Meeting in 2009 believe that access to
health care must be universal and affordable for every individual in this
land. There is support among Friends for a single-payer health
insurance plans, and we support the right of states to adopt the singlepayer option. We encourage further study and action by monthly
meetings”
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Plenary II, Seventh Month, 28, 2009

Attachment 1
PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
FINANCE COMMITTEE
REPORT TO YEARLY MEETING
Finance Committee is responsible for developing the budget for Yearly Meeting and
developing a separate budget for the annual gathering. Finance Committee also
recommends the assessment of constituent Monthly Meetings. The budget for the annual
gathering (which we call the session budget) is presented to and approved by
Representative Committee in March. The budget for Yearly Meeting is presented to and
approved by Yearly Meeting at this gathering. Finance Committee makes
recommendations for changes or augmentation of budget items. Our fiscal year is tenth
month (October) through ninth month (September) each year.
Finance Committee recommends that the session budget for the Children’s Program
(account number 6223) be increased by $1,000.
Finance Committee has changed the name of several accounts. These are being reported
so that they may be recorded in minutes:
#5206 Young Friends PYM Attendance Assistance Fund (rather than Young Friends
PYM Scholarship Fund)
#5215 Western Friend (rather than Friends Bulletin) B general expense account
#5271 Western Friend (rather than Friends Bulletin) B travel account
#2748 Western Friend (rather than Friends Bulletin) B travel reserve account
#5528 Ministry & Oversight (Ministry & Council name not approved by yearly meeting)
Finance Committee has developed and is presenting a budget for the 09 - 10 budget year.
We have also prepared an alternative budget including the proposed youth coordinator
position.
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FY 2009 - 2010 General Account Budget
REVENUE
2007-2008
ACTUAL

2008-2009
BUDGET
ACTUAL
to date

2009-2010
BUDGET
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1,118

1,000

94

500

Contributions from member
meetings

46,556

46,100

46,588

55,100

Miscellaneous income

396

-

282

-

Return on invested capital

4045

5,000

1,091

1,500

Transfer from (to) reserves

13,820

18,675

-

15,425

TOTAL REVENUE

65,935

70,775

48,055

72,525

Attachment 2
Plenary II, Seventh Month, 28, 2009

Miscellaneous contributions
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PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING

FY 2009 - 2010 General Account Budget
EXPENSES

2007-2008
ACTUAL

2008-2009
BUDGET
ACTUAL
to date

2009-2010
BUDGET
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35,859

32,375

12,740

32,375

Committee Expenses

15,083

11,150

7,425

11,300

Support of Friends
Organizations

8,100

8,100

-

9,000

Conference travel / PYM
Delegates

16,550

19,150

10,247

19,850

TOTAL

75,608

70,775

30,412

72,525

Attachment 2
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General Expenses
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Plenary II, Seventh Month, 28, 2009

General Expenses
Clerk’s Travel and Discretionary

500

Expenses of Officers

750

PYM Minutes

250

Young Friends PYM Attendance
Assistance Fund

3,000

Equipment Purchase

250

Travel to Representative Committee

9,000

Young Friends Officers’ Expense

100

Audit Account

500

PYM Attendance Assistance Fund

7,000

Holding Corporation Expenses

25

Western Friend

11,000

Subtotal

32,375

Page 33

PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING

Attachment 2

Walker Creek Ranch, Marin County, California

Plenary II, Seventh Month, 28, 2009

Committee Expenses
Children’s Program

500

Discipline

600

Finance

1,000

Junior Yearly Meeting

500

Ministry & Oversight

2,500

Nominating

3,000

Peace & Social Order

500

Religious Education for Children

1,000

Secretariat

50

Sites

300

Unity with Nature

800

Committee Supplemental Expense

500

Latin American Concerns

50

SUBTOTAL

11,300
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Plenary II, Seventh Month, 28, 2009

Support for Friends Organizations
Friends Committee on National Legislation

1,000

Friends Committee on Legislation

500

FWCC

1,500

Quaker United Nations Office

500

William Penn House

200

AFSC

2,500

(Hawaii, Los Angeles, San Francisco, bookstore)

Friends House Moscow
Right Sharing of World Resources

1,000
800

Friends General Conference

500

Quaker Earthcare Witness

500

Subtotal Support of Friends Organizations

9,000
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Plenary II, Seventh Month, 28, 2009

Conference Travel / PYM Delegates
Western Friend Board

1,500

AFSC

1,200

FCNL & William Penn House

3,600

FGC Central Committee

600

FWCC, Section of the Americas

3,500

Friends United Meeting (Triennial)

100

General Reunion of Friends Mexico

700

Friends House Moscow

2,400

Evangelical Friends Church Southwest

150

Quaker Earthcare Witness

1,600

FWCC Triennial

1,500

Young Friends Travel

600

Friends Peace Team Board

2,400

subtotal

19,150
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PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING
FY 2009 - 2010 Budget

TOTAL REVENUE

72,525

TOTAL EXPENSE

72,525

ASSESSMENT: $38 / MEMBER
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Plenary II, Seventh Month, 28, 2009

FY 2009 - 2010 ALTERNATIVE BUDGET
INCLUDING YOUTH COORDINATOR

TOTAL REVENUE 128,180
TOTAL EXPENSE 128,180

ASSESSMENT: $76 / MEMBER
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Report to Pacific Yearly Meting
of the
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
At
rd
63 Annual Gathering
July 27 – August 1, 2009
By
Site Committee
July 28, 2009
Presented in Plenary II
The Committee for the past few months has diligently researched some 20 plus sites as
potential meeting locations for the Annual Gathering in 2010. The original date of
August 2-7, 2010 was not feasible due to unavailability of all but two sites during the
month of August. As a result, the Committee obtained the approval of the Representative
Committee to change the date of the annual gathering to July 26-31, 2010.
In looking at the various potential sites, there were a number of factors that was
considered by the committee. This included cost, public transportation, weather, food
service, meeting room space, sleeping accommodations, and accessibility for our
mobility challenged Friends. It should be noted that camping was not available at almost
all of the sites considered.
The final decision came down to sites: University of Redlands and Claremont-McKenna
College. The other sites were not suitable for various reasons. In looking at the two
institutions, comparisons were made of the various previously commented factors.
As a result of the comparisons of the various factors, the Site Committee has selected
Clare-McKenna College as the site of the 64th Annual Gathering of Pacific Yearly
Meeting to be held July 27th – August 1st, 2010.
The comparisons of factors included;
Costs: The costs were comparable between the two sites.
Food: The same food service company, Bon Appetite, operates at both schools so the
food quality should be the same.
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Transportation: Claremont-McKenna is 5 short blocks from a Metro station. Also
Ontario Airport served by Southwest Air is close by. The University of Redlands has
limited public transportation and is a long drive to reach.
Sleeping Accommodations: Both schools have student dorm rooms. ClaremontMcKenna offers one and two person rooms. JYM at Claremont-McKenna if they so
choose, can sleep together in the lounge at a reduced cost. They will not have private
rooms assigned. They will use dorm bathrooms, and if they wish doors to the lounge can
be locked. This arrangement is not available at Redlands.
Meeting Rooms: Both schools have ample and convenient meeting rooms.
Americans under Disabilities Act (ADA): Both schools meet the accessibility
requirements of ADA.
Weather: The temperatures at Claremont-McKenna is up to 8° cooler than at Redlands.
Smog is more of a problem at Redlands.
Summary: The Committee concluded both sites as acceptable for the Annual Gathering.
However it is our decision that Claremont-McKenna is the superior choice.
Jim Updegraff, Clerk
Site Committee
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REPORT FROM THE PACIFIC FRIENDS OUTREACH SOCIETY
We are meeting annually as required to maintain our viability until such time as we are
called upon to serve Pacific Yearly Meeting. At each annual meeting we discern how we
are to do our work. We remain faithful to the desire to be of service to this yearly
meeting, rather than just another corporation competing for your attention and dollars.
During this past year we have been good stewards of the funds given to us for our task.
There is a music group in Fresno that is starting a camp up in the Shaver Lake area and
we are looking to explore ways that we may work together.
Sincerely,
Liz Baker, Clerk
Pacific Friends Outreach Society
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Pacific Yearly Meeting Statistical Report - 2009
Statistical Report on Membership as of May 31, 2009
This report summarizes the membership in the Religious Society of Friends within the
constituent monthly meetings of Pacific Yearly Meeting at the close of the statistical year that
ended May 31, 2009.
There are 36 constituent meetings. Twenty-three meetings are in College Park Quarterly
Meeting, nine meetings are in Southern California Quarterly Meeting, and four meetings are
not affiliated with a Quarterly Meeting.
There are 13 worship groups and one preparative Meeting. They are:
• Conejo Valley, under the care of Orange Grove Meeting;
• Las Vegas Worship Group, under the care of Inland Valley Meeting
• Ojai Worship Group, under the care of Santa Barbara Meeting
• Friends House (Santa Rosa), Ukiah, and Lake County Worship Groups, all under the
care of Redwood Forest Meeting
• Sierra Foothills Worship Group, under the care of Delta Monthly Meeting
• West Marin Worship Group, under the care of San Francisco Meeting
• Southern Humboldt Worship Group, under the care of Humboldt Meeting
• Maui, Kauai, and Molokai Worship Groups, all under the care of Honolulu Meeting.
• Live Oak Preparative Meeting, under the care of Santa Cruz Meeting.
Two Meetings have 100 or more members: Palo Alto, with 105, and Berkeley with 100. Six
Meetings have 10 or fewer members: Fresno, Napa-Sonoma, Redding, Big Island,
Guatemala, and Mexico City.
Four meetings experienced growth of 10% or more: Central Coast with 42.9%, Reno with
13.6%, Visalia with 18.5%, and Mexico City with 16.7%.
Our overall membership has increased by 9 members, bringing our total membership up to
1,462 (from1,453 members. See attached Year-over-Year Summary).
College Park Quarterly Meeting represents 65% of the total membership, Southern California
Quarterly Meeting represents 28% of the total membership, and the Independent Meetings
represent 7% of the total membership.
The following table summarizes the changes in membership over the past eight years.
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2000-2009
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-

2001
1,472

24
35

2
28
49

(23)
(21)
(22)
1,472
(7)
-0.47%

(22)
(25)
(25)
1
1,480
8
0.54%

2002
1,480
20
64
(17)
(16)
(15)
1,516
36
2.43%

2003
1,516
2
32
35

2004
1,521
17
54

2005
1,534
1
18
47

2006
1,527
23
59

(26)
(29)
(34)
(30)
(18)
(15)
(14)
(21)
(20)
(14)
(22)
(27)
(3)
(13)
1,521
1,534
1,527
1,518
5
13
(7)
(9)
0.33%
0.85% -0.46% -0.59%
Eight-ye a r Cha nge
Annua l Ra te of Cha nge

2007
1,518

2008
1,490

2
19
29

1
21
25

(28)
(25)
(25)
1,490
(28)
-1.84%

(31)
(24)
(31)
2
1,453
(37)
-2.48%

2009
1,453
18
42
(19)
(9)
(28)
5
1,462
9
0.62%
-1.15%
-0.12%
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Be ginning of Sta tistica l Ye a r
Increases
Youth to Adult
Transferred In
Convincement
Decreases
Died
Transferred Out
Released or Withdrew
Corrections/Adjustments
Ending of Sta tistica l Ye a r
Ne t Ga in (Loss)
Pe rce nt Ga in (Loss)

2000
1,479

PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING
Walker Creek Ranch, Marin County, California

Pacific Yearly Meeting Membership - Year over Year View
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Walker Creek Ranch, Marin County, California
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Plenary IV, Seventh Month, 29, 2009

Report of PYM-PSO committee
To Pacific Yearly Meeting July 29, 2009
at Walker Creek Ranch, Marin County
The Peace and Social Order committee of PYM major commitment has been to carry visits with
the various Peace and Social Order, Concern, Action or Witness Justice (PSX for short)
committees of Monthly Meetings.
The following Monthly Meetings have been visited:
Davis, Visalia, Chico, Grass Valley, San Jose, San Francisco, Berkeley, Palo Alto, Santa Monica,
Strawberry Creek, Marin and Santa Cruz.
Reports of the visits were prepared and eventually all these reports will be compiled into a
volume (understood in a modern way, i.e. probably on a web site or a blog) for the use of the PSX
committees in order to facilitate communication between Meetings and cooperation on issues of
common interest. These reports can be thought of as “state of the PSX”.
The format for reporting follows the recommended guidelines to the visiting members of PYMPSO:
PYM-PSO VISITS TO MONTHLY MEETINGS
Our goal is to:
• establish a personal connection between the PYM-PSO Committee, the monthly
meeting (MM), and its Peace and Social (Action, or Order, or Concerns, or Witness)
Committee (in short PSX)
•

discover where there is interest and will for witness on MM-PSX concerns by the
meeting community and its individuals, and actions initiated in this regard

•

explore how PYM-PSO might support the witness of the Meeting

•

remind the meeting of the PYM past minutes (2003-2008) on various concerns (such
as universal health care) and offer materials and information to support the
Meeting’s response

•

consider how best the connection between the PYM-PSO Committee and the MMPSX committee might best be sustained

Following your visit
Prepare a joint report with the clerk of the visited MM-PSX committee under the above
headings to ease our discussion and response to the findings, and the preparation of an
overall report. Forward that report to me as promptly as possible.
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At the Yearly Meeting, PSO sponsored two Interest Groups:

1. “Health Care for All”
2. “War Taxes”
During the Open Committee Meeting on Wednesday late afternoon July 29, the committee
addressed the question: “How do our Testimonies manifest themselves in Peace and Social
Action in PYM?”
The ensemble of all the “states of the PSX” is far too voluminous to be appended here. Let us
simply list the activities or concerns favored by at least several of the Monthly Meetings,
sponsored and carried out by the Meeting rather than by a single or several individuals without
the explicit support of their Meeting. This list is based on only a few “statements of the PSX”
among the twelve Monthly Meetings:
1. Witnessing for Peace, protesting against wars (e.g. vigils, death count in front of Meeting
House, organizing the “Eyes Wide Open” display for California): (San Jose, Berkeley,
Davis, Visalia, San Francisco, Grass Valley, Santa Monica, and Palo Alto)
2. Community meals: (Davis, San Francisco, Palo Alto, Berkeley, Grass Valley)
3. Letter writing to a government official on a regular basis (e.g. one Sunday a month):
(Berkeley, Palo Alto, Santa Monica)
4. War Tax Resistance: (Davis, Palo Alto, San Francisco)
5. Marriage of individuals of same sex: (San Jose, Santa Monica, Palo Alto, Santa Cruz)
6. Objection to Torture: (Palo Alto, Santa Monica, Strawberry Creek)
7. Dime-a-Gallon: (Davis, Chico, Strawberry Creek)
Finally and probably most important are the Minutes recommended for approval during the
Plenary session and one Minute of SCQM provided only for information and with some
reservation.
This year Peace and Social Order Committee has made an extraordinary effort to reach out to
monthly meetings and to hear and support their concerns. We visited over a dozen meetings and
composed reports based on what Friends shared with us. In March of this year I went to Southern
California where I went to Orange Grove Meeting in Pasadena and attended a special called
meeting of the Southern California Quarterly Meeting Peace and Social Committee. This special
session was attended by Friends from Santa Monica, Orange Grove, Orange County, Santa
Barbara, and Inland Valley. I have been told that this was the largest and most vital peace
committee meeting that has taken place in Southern California for quite some time. During this
session concerns were raised about health care and also about the expanding war in Afghanistan.
Santa Monica Meeting later considered and approved minutes addressing these concerns.

Page 46

PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING

Attachment 6
Plenary IV, Seventh Month, 29, 2009

Walker Creek Ranch, Marin County, California

These minutes were taken to Quarterly Meeting in May where they were revised and approved.
Southern California Quarterly Meeting sent these minutes to the Yearly Meeting for our
consideration. After reflecting on these minutes of concern from SCQM, we propose the
following two minutes for consideration by PYM:
•

In keeping with our Quaker Peace Testimony, Pacific Yearly Meeting opposes the
expansion of the war in Afghanistan and elsewhere and urges the United States
government to address the underlying causes of war and to increase and depend on
diplomacy and other nonviolent means to resolve conflicts in the world.

•

In keeping with our Testimony on Equality and Community, Friends believe that access
to health care must be universal, available to every individual in this land, at minimal
administrative cost. Friends support a single-payer health insurance plan, do not support a
single government-run health delivery system, and support the right of states to adopt the
single payer option, such as SB 810 in California.

The Peace and Social Order Committee of PYM also received a minute from Southern
California Quarterly Meeting calling for the United States to do its fair share in promoting
universal health care and providing aid in other parts of the world, such as developing nations.
While we support the right of all people in the world to have access to needed health care, we
feel that the SCQM minute needs seasoning. The final sentence of this minute suggests that the
United States agreed to devote .7% of its GNP to humanitarian aid whereas in fact it made a
commitment to give .7% of GNP to development aid. (In 1970 at the UN General Assembly,
donor nations, including the United States, made a commitment to give .7% of GNP to official
development aid; the US has fallen far short of this goal and in 2002 gave only .07% --far less
than most wealthy nations. (See http://www.globalissues.org/article/35/us-and-foreign-aidassistance). The PSO Committee also could not come to unity about what the United States
should do to support global access to health care and recommends further study of this issue. We
did feel we should share the SCQM minute for your consideration.
04.09.5 – As Quakers (Religious Society of Friends) living in one of the world’s
richest nations, SCQM believes that we live in an interconnected world and have a
responsibility to rightly share our resources with those in other countries who lack
adequate health care. We therefore urge our government to fully support the Global Fund
and other initiatives to fight malaria, TB, and other infectious diseases throughout the
world. We also feel that our country should strive to meet the target of .7% of GDP (Gross
Domestic Product) in humanitarian aid to countries in need.
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UNITY WITH NATURE COMMITTEE
Annual Report,

Originally presented at RepCom, March 6, 2009
This past year, 2008-9 has been one of continued vigorous activity for Earthcare by the
Unity with Nature Committee. At the PYM Gathering of 2008, we sponsored a recordsetting six events, including a plenary session with a guest talk by Ruah Swennerfelt, a
conversation hour with her later, two interest groups on "Exploring a Harmony with
Nature Testimony" and "What Meetings Are Doing to Heal the Earth (with
representatives from five meetings on a panel), and an Earthcare film night. All events
were well attended.
At the PYM plenary, the UWN Clerk reported the results of a committee survey of
monthly meetings in PYM on their responses to the climate change minute approved
by PYM at its gathering in 2007. About 80% of meetings completed the survey, and an
impressive 85% reported significant activities (meeting and individual) for Earthcare.
Also at the 2008 PYM, additions to the UWN Committee gave it its first full contingent
(nine members) in at least five years. Since then we have met five times, including a
one-day retreat in October and four conference calls.
This past year, discussion of a new Harmony with Nature testimony (described as an
"emergent" one in the current Faith and Practice) continued in monthly meetings and
quarterlies. Both Southern California Quarterly in its Fall gathering and College Park
Quarterly in its Winter gathering indeed took the testimony as their title and central
theme. Discussion and involvement were evident in the plenaries and worshipsharing groups on the many questions and complexities of a possible new testimony
and how it relates to the current ones. The UWN Clerk had a special meeting with the
PYM Discipline Committee to consider further steps.
Another very successful event was the organization of a weekend retreat at Quaker
Center on October 31-November 2 on "Walking Lightly on the Earth." Forty-some
participants from monthly meetings across California engaged in dialogue about
environmental issues facing Quakers, using a plenary-session and worship-group
format. Evaluations by the attenders indicated that the weekend was informative and
motivating for them.
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Members of the UWN this year have expressed special concern about ways of
greening our yearly meeting. For the PYM Gathering in summer 2009, we have been
working with both the PYM Arrangements Committee and the cooking staff of
Walker Ranch to consider ways of making tasty vegetarian food more widely
available and to have a "simple meal" at least once. We also are proposing an interest
group on the many issues around eating, called "The Perils of Eating While Quaker."
The environmental damage from raising livestock is vastly greater than that of raising
crops, but that is only one of many issues.
An important area still needing to be addressed by Quakers in PYM is increased
involvement with other religious communities for environmental activism. Many
other faith groups do hold regular meetings together, such as Interfaith Power and
Light, and plan coordinated action.
This past year saw ever more dire warnings of the environmental and social damage
wrought by climate change, yet new federal policies give us more cause for hope. In a
myriad of ways, Quakers in PYM are showing a growing responsiveness with each
year.
Respectfully submitted,
Joe Morris, Clerk
PYM Unity with Nature Committee
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PYM Religious Education for Children Committee
Report to PYM on Committee Activities in the Year 2008-2009
August 2009
Minute
The PYM Religious Education for Children Committee recommends that PYM nominate an
additional liaison to FGC Central Committee specifically to serve on the FGC Religious Education
Committee. This person would be ex-officio on our PYM Religious Education for Children
Committee.
We formed this recommendation after reflecting on the useful service of outgoing committee member
Susan Hopkins, who served concurrently on the FGC Religious Ed Committee. We considered, how could
we replace Susan, her personal connection with FGC staff and volunteers? With her as a bridge, we were
able to connect with things FGC was involved with—the Religious Educators Institute, the Lesson From a
Book format, the resources in the FGC newsletter and much more. At the same time, a cross-fertilizing
effect started to appear, as in one of our newsletter articles appearing in the FGC newsletter. Susan
pointed out to us that being our liaison involved much more than just attending the FGC committee
meetings. Because of distance, some of their committee members attend only one meeting yearly, but that
face-to-face contact potentizes the exchange of resources and ideas throughout the network through emails
and other forms of communication.

Activities
Survey: In the year 2008-2009 the Religious Education committee finished a survey of the monthly
meetings which had begun the previous year. Results of that survey are reported in the summer 2008
newsletter and in the 2009 Report to Representative Committee, both online at
www.pacificyearlymeeting.org. In the process of talking with people in the meetings, we developed a list
of contact people involved in the spiritual nurture of children. Relevant to the discussion of the youth
coordinator position, we learned that only about a quarter of the monthly meetings have any regular
program that teens participate in. (We included in this count “programs” that included only a couple of
teens, and met as seldom as once or twice a month, as well as a few tentative start-up programs.)
Newsletter: We published three editions of our email newsletter. This e-letter is distributed to our religious
education contacts in the meetings, to our growing list of subscribers, and to the quarterly meeting
listserves. A limited number of hardcopies are distributed at yearly and quarterly meetings.
• The Summer 2008 issue, headlined Youth Membership and Survey Results: What’s Happening in
the Meetings, summarizes what Faith and Practice says about membership for young people, and
raises questions about putting youth membership into practice. It also summarizes some of the
results of the survey, focusing on challenges and solutions.
• The Winter 2008-2009 issue, headlined Learn By Doing, features articles by committee members.
Sandy Farley gives tips on creating active lesson plans around a story; and Robin Durant describes
experiences at Friends Western School fostering weekly meeting for business for children.
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The Summer 2009 issue, headlined Sharing Our Faith: Hiding the Light Under the Bushel
Basket? is appended to this report. In this newsletter, editor Gail Eastwood (outgoing clerk of
Religious Education for Children) discusses some implications of the committee’s findings on the
state of religious education in the meetings, arguing that we don’t have solid demographic data,
“it’s easy to suspect that if we could look at the overall profile of Pacific Yearly Meeting, we’d
see a picture of an aging congregation not replenishing itself.” A few resources for outreach to
adults and inreach to our own young people are referenced.

Stories: The committee continued its effort to support the use of stories as a vehicle for transmitting
Quaker testimonies, values and history to our youth. Stories are a natural fit for a children’s program that
includes a few children of disparate ages, as is the case for many meetings. Two committee members
attended Karen Olson’s storytelling workshop at Quaker Center, coming home with a realization that
Quakers already have a storytelling practice. We call it worship sharing! If we thought of the worship
sharing query as a storytelling prompt, a prompt to tell a story from our lives, we might, thinking of the
stories that our children would be interested in telling and hearing, become skilled at worship sharing that
included people of all ages. For more on telling a story, see Karen Olson’s article “Stories Take Us
Deeper” in the Winter 2007 newsletter on the PYM website. Sandy Farley has developed a mini-workshop
on developing a lesson plan around a story; Sandy has also developed a workshop on telling life stories for
West Palo community members, which could be adapted to the needs of a meeting. Sandy is willing to
bring a workshop to a meeting that wishes to organize one; talk to her for more details.
Webpage: The committee, working with webmaster Colin Anderson, has brought the religious education
articles, formerly scattered around the front page of the yearly meeting website, together on a page of their
own, www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/religioused. The committee hopes to enrich this page with links,
photos, book reviews, and more religious education resources in the coming year.
FGC Liaison: The committee has also continued its liaison with FGC. Committee member Susan Hopkins
is working with an FGC subcommittee to update with current children’s literature FGC’s Sparklers
curriculum for preschool age children, a much loved classic that teaches Quaker values through children’s
storybooks. We are also pleased to learn that FGC is working on a CD of favorite Quaker songs for
children.
Interest Group and Open Committee Meeting at PYM: Finally, the committee brings to the annual
gathering two offerings. The first is and interest group on building a lesson around a story, co-led by Sandy
Farley and Lucya Van Diepen. Sandy brings her years of experience in designing activities around stories;
Lucya brings the FGC “Lesson From a Book” format, which dovetails nicely with Sandy’s experience.
Second, we offer an open committee meeting focusing on “best practices” in religious education for
children in PYM. We’ll report on what we’ve uncovered this year, and ask you to share with us your
discoveries. This is also a chance to let us know how this committee can best serve you and your meeting.
Submitted by Gail Eastwood, outgoing clerk
Attachment: Summer 2009 newsletter, Sharing Our Faith
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Children’s Religious Ed Notes

An E-letter from the Pacific Yearly Meeting Religious Education for Children Committee

#7: Summer 2009

Sharing Our Faith:
The Light Under the Bushel Basket?
“I wish the Quakers would advertise, like the Unitarians do,” suggested one respondent to our telephone
survey—“Why can’t we do billboards and ads?” One of the two most common laments we heard in the course of this
year’s survey of the monthly meetings was some variant of this: “We don’t have enough children for a program”.
“We need more young families.” “We’re an aging meeting, and when families check us out they don’t stay.” Do we
want this young energy enough to reach out to it? If we wanted to reach out to families who might be in need of our
great treasure, how would we do it? What about reaching out to our own young people, who may not attend meeting
for worship?

Stories and Other Best Practices: Join Us at PYM!
At PYM’s annual gathering at Walker Creek the last week in July, you can have fun with Sandy Farley and
Lucya Van Diepen at the Religious Education interest group, Building a Lesson From a Story. Learn how to have
fun with the children of your meeting using activities you’ve developed to bring to life the lesson of a story you’ve
read or told. (Sandy can be invited to bring this mini-workshop to any meeting that wants to organize a group of
Friends and others to attend.)
Also at Walker Creek, we invite you to join Religious Education Committee members in an open committee
meeting. We’ll talk about “best practices” in religious education for young people that we’ve learned about from the
meetings in our survey, from lesson planning to service projects and beyond. And we want to learn what’s working
for you in your meeting, what your concerns are, and how this committee can help you in your work with the young
people of your meeting.

Outreach in the Monthly Meeting and Worship Group
Some PYM meetings have thriving children’s programs. Such meetings tend to be energized by the young
energy in their midst. But many of our survey respondents from PYM meetings are aware of needing more families
and children. Some may even be aware that there must be families and children out there who need what a Friends
meeting has to offer. Are we called take any action to reach out to seekers? If new families and children came, do we
have the resources to serve them? Overall, only 80% of the monthly meetings surveyed this year have children’s
programs of any size. Of the respondents from 35 meetings, only 20 (57%) described a program that typically had
more than two children in attendance—enough to think of as a group. Most of the 20% of meetings with not even
one child are empty nest meetings, whose members may remember with fondness, “We used to have a children’s
program.” There is a natural cycle in a small meeting of clumps of children moving through, growing up and moving
on, but we don’t seem to have yet mastered what it takes to set a new turning of that wheel in motion.
We don’t have good demographic information here, but it’s easy to suspect that if we could look at the
overall profile of Pacific Yearly Meeting, we’d see a picture of an aging congregation not replenishing itself. We’d
see our overcommitted group of baby boomers (our baby elders, aspiring to the stature of our elder elders) moving
toward retirement age, with children grown and gone. Some meetings are on the path to extinction; others may be
looking at the possible opportunities of increased available baby boomer energy in the early years of retirement.
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Of course, there are meetings where the children’s programs are flourishing, with an admirable balance of
energy from the grandparent and parent generations. Some involve teens and college age Friends in the care of the
children. The annual gathering offers an opportunity for children and young folks from all over to congregate. One
has only to look around this gathering to feel the vibrant presence of children, of teens, of Young Friends, a contrast
to the experience of many monthly meetings. The continued energy and vitality of JYM and Young Friends at the
PYM gathering is a testament to the programs (mostly outside the monthly meetings) that have worked with young
people over the past decades. How different would the annual Meeting for Memorials feel without all these vibrant
young people joining us in worship!
Although committee members heard the lament of not enough children or families numerous times in our
interviews with religious educators in various meetings, we did not hear of any models of outreach to families.
(Some meetings are on the whole comfortable with being a gathering of adults, and have no deep intention to include
children in their midst, while other meetings would genuinely like to see a succession of younger people in their
midst.) How would a family (or any other seeker) know anything about what Quakers have to offer, or even that we
exist at all?
Quaker Quest—a Modern Outreach Model: Friends with a serious interest in connecting with those seekers who
might find in the Friends meeting a haven of spiritual nurture for themselves and their families might look at the
Quaker Quest model of public presentations and discussions of Quaker belief and practice. While not every meeting
has the resources to undertake the full Quaker Quest enterprise, it is still worth looking at some of the principles of
outreach embedded in the model.
1. Choose topics that speak to the seekers’ condition. A meeting wanting to speak to the needs of young
families, for example, might center a presentation on teaching and practicing nonviolence with children
living in a violent world—the peace testimony in daily life.
2. Presenters speak briefly, simply, and from their own experience and hearts about the topic. Hearing from
several presenters allows listeners to appreciate the diversity of the meeting. While most of us may not be
very practiced in speaking about how we experience and live our faith, perhaps we need to learn to do so.
3. Advertise the meetings widely. (There may be targeted ways to find parents who would resonate to the
Quaker path, different for every community.)
4. Provide an opportunity for seekers to speak from their experience and hearts. Listen to the needs and
responses of those who attend.
5. Include meeting for worship—at least a taste of our central practice.
Outreach/Inreach to Our Own Youth: Can we help preteens, teens and Young Friends to stay connected with their
meeting communities? Can we find a way to share our faith with them from our hearts? Can we recognize their gifts
and honor those gifts in the work of the meeting? Could it be that some of the fresh young energy we need is hidden
in front of us in plain sight?
Resources: You can find out more about Quaker Quest by googling it online. Start with the Friends Journal article at
www.friendsjournal.org/quaker-quest, which includes links to the British and FGC Quaker Quest sites. For more
outreach and inreach ideas and resources, check out the work of the FGC Advancement and Outreach Committee at
www.fgcquaker.org/ao.
To subscribe to this newsletter, contact Sandy Farley, Palo Alto Meeting. Past issues are online at
www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/religioused.
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PYM Nominating Committee Report 2009 for 2009-2010

PYM Officers

2010 Heather Elrick-Forbes, Santa Cruz (2008)
2011 Winnie Sunshine, La Jolla (2008)
2011 Joe Magruder, Berkeley (2005) Clerk
2012 Jennifer Carr, Las Vegas (2006)
2012 Davetta Williams, Claremont (2008)
Ex Officio: current and past coordinators

Presiding Clerk (one-year term)
2010

Marilee Eusebio, Davis (2009)

Assistant to the Clerk (one-year term)
2010

Patricia Smith, Claremont (2009)

Discipline Committee

Arrangements Clerks (two-year terms)
2010
2011

(6 members, 3-year terms)
2010 Burton Housman, La Jolla (2007)
2010 Eric Moon, Berkeley (2007)
2011 Jan Tappan, Orange Grove (2008) Clerk
2011 Jan Turner, Humboldt (2009)
2012 Jorge Martinez, Mexico City (2008)
2012 Shan Cretin, Santa Monica (2009)

Jim Updegraff, Sacramento (2009)
Kate Carpenter, Orange Grove (2009)

Historian / Archivist (three-year term)
2012

David Morse, Orange Grove (2009)

Reading Clerk (one-year term)
2010

East West Relation Committee

Steven Smith, Claremont (2009)

(laid down 2009)

Recording Clerks (two-year terms)
2010
2011

Finance Committee

Carolyn Stephenson, Honolulu (2008)
Elizabeth Bills, La Jolla (2009)

(6 members, 3-year terms)
2010 Kitty Bergel, Orange County (2004)
2010 Donna Smith, Orange Grove (2007)
2011 Ed Flowers, Apple Seed (2008) Clerk
2011 Stephen Matchett, San Francisco (2005)
2012 Roy Allen, Berkeley (2006)
2012 Sherri Sisson, Orange County (2009)
Ex Officio: Treasurer(s), Statistical Clerk

Registrars (two-year terms)
2010
2011

Liz Baker, Berkeley (2009)

Statistical Clerk (three-year term)
2010

Lee Knutsen, Palo Alto (2005)

Treasurer (three-year term, 10/1 – 9/30)
2010

Holding Corporation Committee

Gary Wolff, Orange Grove (2005)

(6 members, 3-year terms)
2010 Shan Cretin, Santa Monica (2007)
2010 David Barrows, San Diego (2005)
2011 Sherri Sisson, Orange County (2005)
2011 Mary Miché, Lake County (2005)
2012 Stratton Jaquette, Palo Alto (2008)
2012 Cliff Lester, Orange Grove (2006)
Ex Officio: Treasurer, Presiding Clerk

Assistant to Treasurer (one year term)
2010

Ed Flowers, Apple Seed (2009)

PYM Committees
Ministry and Oversight Committee
(9 members, 3-year terms)
2010 Robin DuRant, Orange Grove (2007)
2010 Jean Lester, Orange Grove (2004) Clerk
2010 Sarah Rose House, Orange Grove (2008)
2011 Sharon Gates, Orange County (2008)
2011 Ruth Fraser, San Francisco (2008)
2011 Carol Mosher, Berkeley (2009)
2012 Brian Vura-Weis, Inland Valley (2009)
2012 Rick Troth, Apple Seed (2009)
2012 Lanny Jay, Redwood Forest (2009)

Junior Yearly Meeting Committee
(9 members, 3-year terms)
2010 Melina Larkin, Strawberry Creek (2006)
2010 Melissa Lovett-Adair, Cntl Cst (2007) Clerk
2010 Sue Rios, La Jolla (2007)
2011 David Mackenzie, Orange Grove (2008)

2011
2011
2012
2012
2012

Children’s Program Committee
(6 members, 3-year terms)
2010 Kate Connell, Santa Barbara (2008)
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Latin American Concerns Committee
(5–9 members), 3-year terms
2010 Dottie Vura-Weis, Inland Valley (2007) Clerk
2010 Donna Smith, Orange Grove (2007)
2010
2011 Rolene Walker, San Francisco (2008)
2011 Anandi van Diepen, Marin (2008)
2011
2012 Darcy Stanley, Strawberry Creek (2009)
2012 Sandra Schwartz, San Francisco (2006)
(plus three members appointed by Guatemala MM,
Mexico City MM, & El Salvador Project)

Site Committee
(6 members 3-year terms)
2010 Jan Turner, Humboldt (2007)
2010 Pat Smith, Claremont (2007)
2011 William Lovett, Visalia (2008)
2011 Liz Baker, Berkeley (2006)
2012 Jim Updegraff, Sacramento (2007) Clerk
2012 John Pixley, Claremont (2009)
Ex Officio: Arrangements Clerks (current &
immediate past)

Unity with Nature Committee

Peace and Social Order Committee
(9 members, 3-year terms)
2010 Miriam Berg, Berkeley (2007)
2010 Hubert Morel-Seytoux, Palo Alto (2008) Clerk
2010 Jeff Kroeber, San Jose (2009)
2011 Lucya van Diepen, SF/Marin (2008)
2011 Sandra Gey, Berkeley (2008)
2011 Forrest Curo, San Diego (2009)
2012 Anthony Manousos, Santa Monica (2006)
2012 Ken Dunn, Inland Valley (2009)
2012
Ex Officio: clerks CPQM & SCQM P&SO, one PYM
FCNL rep., & PYM FCL rep.

(9 members, 3-year terms)
2010 Renie Wong Lindley, Honolulu (2009)
2010 Dirk Neyhart, Berkeley (2008)
2010 Oliver Ryder, La Jolla (2009)
2011 Kate Carpenter, Orange Grove (2008)
2011 Maia Wolff, Central Coast (2008)
2011 Henriette Groot, Central Coast (2008)
2012 Joe Morris, Santa Monica (2006) Clerk
2012 Steve Harris, Palo Alto (2009)
2012 Susan Swanstrom Missoula/RF (2009)

Youth Program Coordinator
(staff; appointed by YPCSC below;
term 1 year, renewable; 3 year trial period)
2010

Religious Education for Children
Committee
(9 members, 3-year terms)
2010 Paul Robbins, Redwood Forest (2007)
2010
Robyn Robbins, Redwood Forest (2007)
2010
Lucia Van Diepen, San Francisco (2009)
2011 Sandra Farley, Palo Alto (2008) Clerk
2011 Joan Johnson, Conejo Valley (2008)
2011 Alice Talbot, Honolulu (2009)
2012 Madeline Schleimer, Orange Grove (2009)
2012 Gail Coonan, Humboldt (2009)
2012 Tom Farley, Palo Alto (2009)

Youth Program Coordinator
Supervisory

Secretariat Committee

Youth Program Coordinator
Supervisor

(3 members, 3-year terms)
2010 Eric Moon, Berkeley (2007)
2011 Tom Yamaguchi, Straw Creek (2005)
2012 Don Bean, Conejo Valley (2006) Clerk
Ex Officio: Assistant to Presiding Clerk

(term 1 year, renewable; 3 year trial period)
2010
2010
2010
2010
2010
Ex officio: Youth Program Coordinator Supervisor

(appointed by ad hoc committee 2009, then YPCSC
above; term 1 year, renewable)
2010
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(For information only)

Current Nominating Committee
(9 members, 3-year terms)
2010 Keith Wedmore, San Francisco (2009)
2010 Stratton Jaquette, Palo Alto (2006)
2010 Martha Hunkins, Humboldt (2005)
2011 Linda Rowell, Chico (2008)
2011 Marie Fredell, Berkeley (2008)
2011 DJ Bloom, Apple Seed (2005) Clerk
2011 Ellie Huffman, Monterey Peninsula (2008)
2012 David Barrows, San Diego (2009)
2012 Chuck Orr, La Jolla (2006)

PYM Representatives,
Delegates, and Observers to
Other Organizations

Friends Committee on Legislation of
California (FCL)
1 representative, appointed by PYM Peace &
Social Order Committee
Friends’ Committee on National Legislation
(FCNL)
(6 representatives, 3-year terms)
2010 Steve Birdlebough, Redwood Forest (2007)
2010 Sandra Gey, Berkeley (2008)
2011 Carolyn Stephenson, Honolulu (2005)
2011 Eric Moon, Berkeley (2008)
2012 Hubert Morel-Seytoux, PA (2008) Conv.
2012 Nate Secrest, Lake County (2009)
Quaker Earthcare Witness formerly FCUN
2 representatives, 2-year terms, appointed by
Unity with Nature Committee

American Friends Service Committee (AFSC)
(5 representatives, 3-year terms)
2010 Kitty Bergel, Orange County (2007) Conv.
2011 Jim Summers, La Jolla (2008)
2011 Kristy Updegraff, Sacramento (2008)
2012 Renie Wong Lindley, Honolulu (2009)
2012 Diego Navarro, Santa Cruz (2009)

FGC Central Committee Representative
(1 representative, 3-year term)
2012 Lisa Hubbell, Strawberry Creek (2009)

Evangelical Friends Church Southwest
(1 observer; 3-year term)
2011 Roena Oesting, La Jolla (2008)

Friends United Meeting (FUM)
(1 observer, 3-year term)
2011 Elaine Emily, Strawberry Creek (2008)

Friends Bulletin Corporation Board of
Directors
(3 board members, 3-year terms)
2010 Sandy Farley, Palo Alto (2006)
2011 Stephen Matchett, SF, Conv. (2005)
2012 Langdon Elsbree, Claremont (2009)

FWCC Section of the Americas
(5 representatives, 3-year terms)
2010 Robin Mohr, San Francisco (2007)
2010 Alyssa Nelson, Davis (2006) Conv.
2011 Ann Boone, Redwood Forest (2006)
2011 Jim Anderson, Chico (2008)
2012 Ruth Ross, Orange Grove (2009)

Friends House Moscow Board of Directors
(2 representatives appointed by FHM Board)
Bill Bauriedel, Palo Alto (2007)
Julie Harlow, Davis (1995)

Friends Peace Teams Yearly Meeting Reps
(2 board directors, 3-year terms)
2010 Rachel Fretz, Santa Monica (2002)
2012 Gay Howard, Central Coast (2009)

Reunion General de los Amigos en Mexico
(1 observer, 2-year term, every 18 months)
2011 Jan Turner, Humboldt (2009)
William Penn House Board
(1 representative, 1-year term)
2010 Hubert Morel-Seytoux, Palo Alto (2009)
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The following positions are neither nominated by the Nominating Committee nor approved by PYM.
Sub-Committees of Ministry and Oversight
Mexico
Jean Lester – Clerk
Patricia Constantino
Jorge Martinez
DJ Bloom
Darcy Stanley
Brian Vura-Weiss

Ministry & Leadings
Sue Torrey – Clerk
Elaine Emily
Melissa Adair
Rick Troth

Futures
Jim Anderson – Clerk
Lisa Hubbell
Ellie Huffman
David Mackenzie
Darcy Stanley
Laura Magnani
David Lederman
Joe Franko

Youth Coordinator Subcommittee
Shayne Lightner – Clerk
Paul Harris
Robin Durant
Sarah Rose House
Shayne Lightner
Maia Wolff
Michael Eastwood
Joe Magruder
Alyssa Nelson
Diego Navarro

Electronic Subcommittee
Don Bean – Clerk
Tom Yamaguchi
Eric Moon
Jan Tappan
Sharon Gates – M&O liaison

Worship Sharing
Ruth Holtman
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Registrar’s Report
2009 Yearly Gathering
Pacific Yearly Meeting
Walker Creek Ranch
Marin County, CA
Thank you for all who registered for the full week. Thank you to The Conference Managers, the Ministry
and Oversight Scholarship and Young Friends Scholarship.
301 full week attenders
32 day attenders
2 guest for Memorials
268 Adults
2 age 0-5
22 age 5-12
32 age 12-17
5 unknown
4 bike riders registered
204 signed up for volunteer interests
I would be willing to do this again,
Sherri Sisson
Registrar, 2009

Page 63

PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING

Attachment 11
Plenary VIII, Seventh Month, 31, 2009

Walker Creek Ranch, Marin County, California

Data provided by The Conference Managers

Who Are We?
Fun facts and stats about PYM 2009
State/Country

# of Institutions

# of Participants

represented
California
Hawaii
Illinois
Nevada
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Washington
Total

54
2
1
3
1
2
5
7 States

304
7
1
8
1
3
6
330

Approximately 70 Monthly Meeting or Worship Groups represented.
This morning's total is 330
165 of us camping
93 of us using lodges (semi private)
40 of us in Dorms (cabins)
32 of us commuting
269 Adults
166 females / 126 males (38 not marked)
2(0-5), 22(5-12), 32(12-17)
26 First Timers!
300 of us in line "most of the time"
303 registered Mon-Sat
30% requesting "Special Diets"
900 meals a day / 4500 meals by Saturday noon
293/330 on-line registrations (others by fax, phone email, mail) 89%
112 registered by the early date, 211 more between the 20th and July
27th…..7 of us after the deadline.
All but 5 of us listed an email address
97% of our conference fees have been received leaving you and I
responsible for following up on that little 3%. If a scholarship is involvedplease be sure to follow up with your Monthly Meeting.
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Ministry and Oversight Report to Yearly Meeting
July 2009
It has been an amazing year for the Ministry and Oversight Committee – primarily due to the work of
three hard working subcommittees, and other subcommittees as well. Altogether, in addition to the 8
members of the committee (we had one vacancy after Leonard Joy moved back to Britain) 23 other
Friends served in various capacities. Throughout the week you have seen the fruits of this work, whether
from the Youth Coordinator subcommittee, or Ministry and Leadings, the Future of the Yearly Meeting
subcommittee, Electronic subcommittee and Mexico City. We now have a comprehensive document
about answering leadings and the procedures that help support such work, as well as recommendations
for moving forward on taking the care of the ministries of Julie Harlow and Rachel Fretz. And we have
concrete proposals for both deepening youth work and possible new directions for the structure of the
yearly meeting. Regardless of whether Friends unite with the specifics of any of these proposals, you
have been well served in the preparation and discernment process.
The Electronic Subcommittee will be evaluating the use of conference calls in place of face-to-face
meetings, and will be working with the Treasurer on the best systems to use. They are looking for a new
web coordinator. Please contact Don Bean is you are interested.
Mexico City subcommittee has worked with Discipline Committee to help Mexico City Monthly
Meeting publish a pamphlet of Advices, Queries and Testimonies in Spanish. The Meeting continues to
search for a seasoned Friend to serve as Resident Friend in Mexico City.
As usual, members of M&O read all the State of the Meeting reports from Monthly Meetings – looking
for particular trends, highlights, concerns that should be brought forward. A number of Meetings have
continued to explore themes that began with the Year of Discernment – addressing needs to restructure
committees, develop new nominations processes, and grow new leadership. A large number of
Meetings are actively involved in interfaith bodies in their local areas, sometimes around important
issues of the day, and sometimes as an attempt to live our testimony on equality and inclusiveness.
Several Meetings have engaged in creative outreach to let their Lights shine in the broader community.
A few have experienced a steady stream of new members. Often there is a seamless continuity between
work within the Meeting and work on local and global needs.
We have been blessed to have Vanessa Julye join us again this year, with her elder Janice Dominik, and
to celebrate the publication of Fit for Freedom, Not for Friendship. Vanessa has provided us with a close
link to Friends General Conference and it is fitting that we have heard from a number of Meetings and
committees that it is time to examine our relationship to FGC.
The issue of trust among Friends, and how we treat each other when we disagree has been a carry over
from last year, and one which our worship sharing groups have been grappling with. Still, new wounds
keep occurring and Friends who are working hard to serve the yearly meeting have felt unappreciated
and even abused. Indeed, Walker Creek staff have found our demands excessive, and our attitudes less
than Friendly at times.
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As we consider the future of the Yearly Meeting, we cannot ignore the plummeting economic times, the
drop in attendance, and the increase in needs for financial assistance to attend. Can we continue to meet
yearly, or do we need to explore other options? Can we merge our blossoming awareness of the fragility
of the earth and our footprints upon it, with some kind of streamlining, or downsizing? Can we find
ways to live our faith in simplicity by opting out of the consumer culture and the fossil fuel culture and
celebrating values more in keeping with our faith? Maybe these sounds more like Unity with Nature
concerns, but we can no longer compartmentalize how we live our lives and how we conduct our
business from broader spiritual and ministerial considerations.
The Futures subcommittee is actively exploring options for a new role for Representative Committee
that would allow us to move some of our business to that venue, freeing up more time at the annual
sessions for other kinds of activities. They have been considering everything from not meeting every
year, to lengthening the time we do meet, but dividing it between business and more social/educational
experiences. The subcommittee is working on a proposal which will be circulated when ready. There is a
prospect for a visit from Friends from North Pacific Yearly Meeting in 2010, to consult with them on
structural differences in how they conduct their sessions.
Another set of issues that Futures has been attending to involves the relationship between the Yearly
Meeting and the Monthly Meetings. Communication back and forth continues to be a problem. Even
documents posted on the website may or may not be read. Letters sent to clerks and representatives may
or may not land in the right mail boxes. E-mails become overwhelming. Our open meeting gave us new
ideas for working on these relationships, but ultimately we need to reach greater clarity on the purpose
of the yearly meeting if it is to serve Friends well.
Laura Magnani, Clerk
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Middle School Epistle
To Friends Everywhere,
Close your eyes. Feel the energy pulse, spiraling around the circle. Some energy
tingles, chaotic and argumentative, some flows calmly, agreeing and joining in a
harmony. This is how we have been this week, sometimes flowing together in a
simple harmony, sometimes falling into a dissonance which creates arguments
and then subsides into a team of energy with one goal: capturing a flag where we
invented new strategies to annoy the other team.
Sometimes we calm ourselves, listening to a story, where we find hidden
meaning, disguised under layers of words. We have danced and screamed, ridden
in canoes over the pond where the lifeguards were kind and helpful. We learned
to trust each other. We have woven rough edges into a piece of fabric: ripped in
some places, maybe threadbare around the seams, but we now have a small piece
of community. The middle school program had a fun time all in all.
PYM Middle School Group, 2009
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Young Friends Epistle
Pacific Yearly Meeting Young Friends
8th month, 2009
To Friends everywhere,
We gathered in the fog enshrouded valley of Walker Creek Ranch. We grew
together through shared experience; Young Friends collaborated with Junior
Yearly Meeting on massage groups, “chat rooms” discussing personal belief, and
free rhythmic expression (an intergenerational dance). We also hosted a respectful
relationships talk with Junior Yearly Meeting and organized an ice cream social
for those who will consider joining us next year.
We spent time enjoying the site’s beauty, visually and experientially;
some of us encountered poison oak. We bonded in morning business meetings
and late night revelry, where we sang, played guitars and cuddled. Young Friends
thoroughly enjoyed our worship sharing together and longed for more. As we
opened to each other, we felt gaps left by those who did not join us.
As Young Friends, we were deeply involved in the life of Pacific Yearly
Meeting. We honored those who our Yearly Meeting lost at the Meeting for
Memorials. We were drawn together by the proposal for a youth program
coordinator. Along with Junior Yearly Meeting, we were led to host a vigil on the
outside patio, where we held Pacific Yearly Meeting in the light as the Meeting
grappled with the proposal. We were elated when deep spiritual discernment at
plenary helped us labor through some Friends’ deep misgivings to approve the
proposal. The walls of the plenary tent flapped as spirit entered.
With love and light,
Young Friends of PYM
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PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING EPISTLE 2009
Final as Presented to Plenary, 1st 8th Month 2009
To Friends everywhere:
Greetings of all peace and good to you, dear Friends!
We in Pacific Yearly Meeting carry you in our hearts here at our 2009 annual session,
held 7/26 to 8/1 at Walker Creek Ranch in rural Marin County, California. We have
heard epistles from other Yearly Meetings throughout the week, reminding us we are part
of the larger body of the Religious Society of Friends.
Our 2009 annual session has provided us with many opportunities for worship in spirit
and truth, as well as for learning, fellowship, and relaxation in the countryside. The
setting, hemmed in by rolling, fog-enshrouded hills, reminded us of the musical
“Brigadoon,” as we recreate once again this faith community.
This week we deepened our faith together, in community. A major topic before us was a
proposal to create a Youth Program Coordinator as the yearly meeting’s only staff
position. A year ago, Pacific Yearly Meeting approved the position in concept. An ad hoc
subcommittee circulated a detailed proposal and gathered extensive feedback from
meetings and individuals, compiled in 110 pages of appendices.
Wrestling with this proposal demanded the best of us. We were reminded to be faithful to
our Quaker practice of meeting for worship with attention to business. We needed to step
back from results, create space, and leave room for the Spirit to enter. We were not here
for a product or goal, but to be faithful and uncover: What does God will for us? After
lengthy and difficult discernment, we came to unity to try this three-year experiment.
Friends were reminded we remain one community, bonded by love.
Opportunities for nurture and growth of our spiritual lives included extended worship
every morning. The children participated for the first 20 minutes, with a lesson, and then
retired to their programs. Vocal ministry reflected a grounding in Quaker faith and
practice. The lengthened periods of worship created more space for the Spirit to breathe
and allowed time to absorb each ministry.
Friends found inspiration through shared reflection and study, including Bible study and
a series on transformative Quakers. Worship sharing in smaller groups explored the
theme of community and our relationships with our meetings. Meeting for memorials was
powerful as usual, offering Friends a chance to remember the departed. The presence of
the entire yearly meeting community—babies, children, teens, adults, and elders—
showed the full circle of life present among us. An intergenerational dance later that
evening provided a vibrant celebration of life.
The clerk’s reminders and steady hand helped conduct business in good order. One
notable example of improved process this year was the swift approval of the budget on
second reading. Friends often reminded one another of the importance of our testimonies,
including equality, integrity, and peace.
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We approved a minute from Peace and Social Order Committee against the U.S. war in
Afghanistan and supporting peacebuilding. Another minute on healthcare for all in the
U.S. was adopted. We were concerned that the American Friends Service Committee
reported a 50% across-the-board budget reduction, a result of the economic recession.
Other reports, interest groups, and a tabling fair provided opportunities for Friends to
engage with numerous other organizations and concerns.
We engaged on the difficult topic of racism within the Society of Friends. Visitors
Vanessa Julye and Janice Domanik, coordinator and former clerk respectively of the
Friends General Conference Committee for Ministry on Racism, convened affinity
groups and discussions. Vanessa also discussed the new book she co-authored, Fit for
Freedom, Not for Friendship: Quakers, African Americans and the Myth of Racial
Justice. Friends of color wrote an open letter to the community, naming a certain level of
interracial tension, asked to be greeted, and asked the Yearly Meeting to support
Vanessa’s return in 2010.
The natural beauty of Walker Creek Ranch provided encounters with wildlife, as well as
opportunities for reflection on the environment. The Unity with Nature Committee has
found new energy, fostering a dialogue held in monthly and quarterly meetings about an
emergent testimony on harmony with nature.
We also made many efforts to “green” the annual session. In the past year 48 committee
meetings were held by conference call, saving on travel impacts. Some Friends bicycled
to our site from locations in the San Francisco Bay Area. Meals were primarily
vegetarian, with as much locally grown food as possible. We also ate one meal of plain
rice and beans in solidarity with the many people around the world who eat simply at
every meal. A Friend presented her Walk with Earth from San Diego, California, to
Santiago, Chile. Over 380 people have walked part of the way, including many from our
yearly meeting. She described the miracles that can open up when one faithfully follows
one’s leading from God every day.
Children’s programs nurtured the children’s spirituality and their experience of our yearly
meeting community through lessons, games, and outdoor activities like canoeing and
swimming. Junior Yearly Meeting had a sizable turnout, and the teens created guidelines
for participation and their own schedule. Their spirit and energy provided Light for all of
us.
We send our loving greetings and our gratitude to you all and the larger world of Friends.
In peace and friendship,
On behalf of Pacific Yearly Meeting
Joe Franko, Clerk
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Representative to Friends General Conference Central Committee 2009
The annual meeting of Central Committee [CC] brings together almost 200 Friends for four
days each fall in central Maryland. The schedule includes worship, business sessions,
committees, and community time. In addition to hearing reports from committees, programs,
and staff, CC approves nominations and the FGC budget. Most participants are YM and MM
representatives, co-opted committee members, or staff. FGC is made up of fifteen YMs in the
US and Canada with about 34,000 members and ten additional MMs including Davis and
Sacramento. At least two thirds of FGC Friends are in four large East Coast YMs. The other
11 YMs are smaller than PYM. FGC services include publishing books and teaching
materials, running a bookstore, producing conferences, and supporting outreach among
Friends. Most services are available to Friends without regard to affiliation and some serve
the general public.
Each representative to CC is asked to serve on one FGC committee for a three-year term if
possible. I served on the Youth Ministry Committee [YMC] -- an active committee with about
a dozen members supported by one staff person based in Philadelphia. It meets at CC and
two other times a year. Its work includes supporting FAP workshops, YAF conferences, and
visitation among younger Friends. I visited South Central YM this Spring as a YMC and FGC
representative.
I recommend that JYM and Young Friends consider ways to have ongoing involvement
with the Youth Ministry Committee and its projects.
In 2008 FGC held a Religious Educators Institute [REI] in Indiana. These are held about
every four years. We have had one or two PYM Friends at the last three REIs.
I recommend that PYM minute a request to the FGC Religious Education Committee to
hold a Religious Educators Institute in our region.
FGC Gathering was on the campus of Virginia Tech the first week of Seventh Month with
roughly 1300 participants. In 2010, Gathering will be in Bowling Green, Ohio from 7/4 to
7/10. That is one day shorter than usual. In 2007 and 2008 about 70 PYM Friends went
each year. This year about 45 PYM Friends [1/4 preteens, teens, young adults] went,
consistent with our participation level from 1994 to 2005. Often about 10% of the workshop
leaders are PYM Friends. Workshop leaders and staff for Junior Gathering, High School
Program, and other positions are compensated with work-grants to offset fees. Scholarships
are also available. FGC committees often sponsor activities at Gathering but rarely do
business there. See <www.fgcquaker.org> information on FGC and its committees, programs,
and sponsored events.
FGC is growing westward. Wyoming Friends Meeting [made up of five worship groups]
affiliated last year. InterMountain YM approved affiliation last month. Note that if Pacific YM
were to affiliate with FGC, we would be its fifth largest YM and expected to name about five
representatives to CC. I expect an equal number of PYM Friends would likely be co-opted to
CC or other FGC committees. We’ve had 3 to 5 in the last 3 years, the most of any non-FGC
YM -- not counting annual Gathering Committees.
As you can see, there are many ways PYM Friends can be involved in and support the work
of FGC voluntarily. Given that and the diversity of opinions about FGC’s role and function
that I have experienced at CC and Gatherings, I continue to have serious reservations about
PYM requesting affiliation with FGC at this time.
I recommend that PYM increase its representation to FGC Central Committee to two
Friends with the intention that one be a Friend committed to participation in the
religious education, teen, and/or young adult components of FGC.
Tom Farley, PYM rep to FGC CC 2007-9
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2009 Report of Pacific Yearly Meeting Holding Corporation
to Pacific Yearly Meeting
Pacific Yearly Meeting Holding Corporation continues to hold money and stock for
Pacific Yearly Meeting and its Monthly Meetings. This year $50,000 was granted from
the San Fernando Valley Meetinghouse Fund to San Diego Monthly Meeting for the ongoing construction of its Meetinghouse, which, as part of a Historic Peace Church Peace
Center, will share space with Mennonite and Brethren Churches, and the American
Friends Service Committee.
There is $170,000 in cash and an $80,000 mortgage remaining from the 1996 sale of the
San Fernando Valley Meetinghouse. Requests for more information will soon be sent to
the Meetings that have requested support from the San Fernando Valley Meetinghouse
Fund this year so that more decisions about grants may be made by the end of the year.
Another round of requests and grants will occur next year.
Faithfully,

Lanny Jay
Clerk of PYMHC
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