Dear Friends---

At the Thursday-morning plenary of the upcoming PYM Gathering, the Unity with Nature
Committee will present the following proposed minute for discussion and consideration
of approval. Please read it and share with others in your meeting, especially those who
may be attending the Gathering.

Joe Morris, Clerk
Unity with Nature

Proposed PYM Minute: _A Friends' Dialogue on Nuclear Power

The catastrophe at the Fukushima fission reactors in Japan has re-
engaged Friends and others in responding to the use of nuclear power.
Though Quakers have diverse views on this matter, it is unavoidably
relevant in discussions about the challenges of increased energy demands,
the need for sustainability, and the crisis of climate change.

Friends need to hear and understand each others' views on the use,
expansion, or reduction of nuclear power. The first priority is not to reach
agreement, but to grasp the underlying issues that might shape an
informed opinion, relying on Friends' beliefs for guidance in the process of
discernment. Some questions to consider include:

Inspired by our testimonies of simplicity and community, what might be
realistic options in producing and consuming energy?

How might we balance the needs of the current generation with those of
the future, and how do we maintain a healthy and livable Earth, as we use
the energy we need?

What information do we lack, and how can we educate ourselves about
nuclear power and alternative sources of energy?

In the coming year, we ask monthly meetings to hold threshing sessions,
exploring and honoring varied opinions and looking for common
concerns on these matters.



