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PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING
Berkeley Friends Church, Berkeley, California

Minutes
Representative Committee
Third Month, Seventh Day 2009

The Representative Committee sessions of the third month, seventh day, 2009 opened with worship at
9:00 a.m. in the meeting house of the Berkeley Friends Church in Berkeley, California.
The Presiding Clerk, Joe Franko, welcomed Friends, invited all to pick up the agenda and other
materials, and reminded Friends of the role and responsibilities of the Representative Committee, as
described in Faith and Practice. Reflecting on the Old Testament story of Adam and Eve in the Garden
of Eden, the Clerk reminded us that before humankind acquired the knowledge of good and evil, of right
and wrong, a state of harmony prevailed. He asked us to bring to one another what is in our minds and
hearts, but to be prepared to step back from that and seek together the harmony that can come when we
strive to discern the leadings of the Spirit.
The Clerk told us that when the Supreme Court of California heard arguments in the past week on the
constitutionality of Proposition 8 (the 2008 initiative intended to remove same-sex marriage in
California), an amicus curiae brief from Pacific Yearly Meeting, based on the minute we approved at
our 2008 annual gathering, was among the 51 amicus briefs presented to the court. That brief stated our
historic commitment to equality of all before God and the law.
Aware that the proposal to establish a position of Youth Coordinator is on our minds, the Clerk advised
us that the importance of the proposal is such that it will probably need to be considered for approval by
the annual gathering.
Roll call
The Assistant to the Clerk, Sue Torrey, called the roll of monthly meetings so that Friends in attendance
could rise and be recognized. Visitors and guests representing other Meetings and Friends Organizations
introduced themselves and gave their affiliations.
Nominating Committee
Stratton Jaquette, Clerk of the Nominating Committee, told us that the Committee continues to do its
work with less than its full membership (only 7 of the 9 positions have been filled). The Nominating
Committee report is attached to these minutes (Attachment 1).
Three nominations were brought to us for later approval:
•
•
•

Miriam Berg (Berkeley) for Registrar (2010)
Jeff Kroeber (San Jose) for Peace and Social Order Committee (2010)
Lucia Van Deipen (San Francisco/Marin) for Religious Education for Children Committee
(2010)

We were told that Jan Tappan has found that she must resign as Arrangements Clerk (2010).
Nominating Committee does not yet have a replacement to suggest.
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Ministry and Oversight Committee
For the Ministry and Oversight Committee, Clerk Laura Magnani told us that three major reports have
been prepared for us: the Subcommittee on the Youth Coordinator Position, the Futures Subcommittee,
and the Ministry and Leadings Subcommittee.
Report from the Youth Coordinator Subcommittee – Proposal for a Youth Coordinator Position
Seventeen monthly meetings in both quarters have been visited, and research has been done on similar
positions that have been established by other Friends’ organizations. A copy of the 17-page Youth
Coordinator Proposal has been provided to each monthly meeting’s representative, and it is available on
the PYM website. A 42-page appendix, with a report on each visit to a monthly meeting, is also now
available on the PYM website. ( http://pacificyearlymeeting.org/ )
With the Ministry and Oversight Committee’s approval, the subcommittee has recommended that we
establish a full-time position for a Youth Coordinator who would begin following our 2009 annual
gathering. A detailed job description is included in the proposal. The subcommittee recommended that
the position be funded by an increase in our per-member assessment (which would approximately
double, to $67.00). A budget of about $50,000 per year is anticipated for the Youth Coordinator’s
program. Recognizing that some monthly meetings cannot easily afford the full increase, there is intent
to seek ways to off-set the increase where that is necessary. The subcommittee concluded that seeking
funds from special contributions and grants is not desirable, advising especially that the Youth
Coordinator’s job should not include fundraising. The proposal includes provisions for an oversight
committee and a designated supervisor, plus a support committee without an oversight role. The Youth
Coordinator’s mission would be to gather Friends aged from about 12 through the mid thirties,
beginning with our existing gatherings (PYM annual gathering, quarterly meetings, etc.) and an
intensive group experience that would probably occur just before or after our annual gathering. We
would expect our Youth Coordinator to be a person thoroughly grounded in and able to interpret Quaker
practice, thought, and history with relevance to contemporary youth.
Friends brought us concerns, expressions of appreciation and optimism, and questions on issues that
ranged widely on both topics and levels of detail, from major aspects of the position (for example, that
the recommendation is for a full-time rather than a part-time position) to procedures for evaluating the
program’s effectiveness, proposed membership on the oversight and support committees, the specific
content of the work to be done, and how the program will coordinate with youth work in the quarterly
meetings. The expected cost, recommended funding by assessment, and specific purposes of the position
were prominent in our discussion. Subcommittee members and other involved Friends responded with
clarification and elaboration on Laura Magnani’s concise presentation of the proposal’s central features.
The current proposal is clearly designated as a draft, Laura Magnani emphasized, and many Friends are
continuing to explore both practical and conceptual issues. Alternatives to some provisions of the
proposal were suggested, such as constituting a standing committee to oversee this program rather than
to manage it by subcommittees under Ministry and Oversight. One Friend counseled that we are unlikely
to succeed in working out unresolved details at Representative Committee or in a plenary session at our
annual gathering; instead, we would do well to form the supervisory committee and trust its members to
work faithfully on our behalf. We heard a request for additional program visioning, which could lead to
ideas for program-generated income such as fees for participation in events and underwriting by other
Friends’ organizations whose needs may be met by our programs.
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From young Friends, we heard anxiety that our discussion on the proposal may go on for years without a
position being created, and also assurance that among young Friends there are so many ideas for youth
activities that PYM is not in danger of under-utilizing a full-time position. A Friend spoke from her
lifetime of experience in PYM, from childhood through adulthood, about the difficulty this yearly
meeting has long had in effectively addressing the challenges our youth face at our gatherings, including
drug abuse and sexual harassment. We cannot expect one person to single-handedly transform the
conditions that have led some Friends to avoid our gatherings and made it difficult for others to persist.
We must remain engaged as a community.
Many important points that have been raised today are addressed in the proposal, we were told, and
Friends were asked to read it with care, preparing for well-informed discernment at our annual
gathering. The Clerk invited guidance from Friends with ideas on how our search for unity might be
facilitated. The Subcommittee on the Youth Coordinator proposal needs and requests active involvement
by Friends throughout the Yearly Meeting as the process of seasoning continues.
Our Presiding Clerk underscored the need for broad participation in the development of the Youth
Coordinator position, including development of the ideas that were brought forward today. The
subcommittee cannot carry out all of the work required. Friends were asked to think not only about our
concerns, but also about how those concerns may be addressed.
Ministry and Leadings Subcommittee
The Subcommittee on Ministry and Leadings of the Ministry and Oversight Committee brought
recommendations regarding care of the ministry of Julie Harlow and Rachel Fretz, in response to our
minute PYM 2007-16. These specific recommendations are based on a process for discerning and
supporting leadings among Friends that is set out in a document the subcommittee has drafted,
Faithfulness in Action: Supporting Leadings in Pacific Yearly Meeting. The subcommittee’s report and
recommendations are attached (Attachment 2).
We learned that Julie Harlow and Rachel Fretz have been extensively consulted and do approve these
recommendations. The East-West Relations Committee has not had an adequate opportunity to consider
the report, we were told, but the Clerk of that Committee expressed comfort with the four specific
recommendations.
RepCom 2009-1:

Representative Committee approved these four recommendations from the
Subcommittee on Ministry and Leadings:
1. That the leading of Julie Harlow to work with Friends House Moscow be put
under the care of Pacific Yearly Meeting’s Committee on Ministry and
Oversight.
2. That the leading of Rachel Fretz to work with Friends Peace Teams be put
under the care of Pacific Yearly Meeting’s Committee on Ministry and
Oversight.
3. That the East-West Relations Committee be laid down.
4. That the Finance Committee be asked to move or rename budget items
currently designated for one representative position to Friends peace Teams
Board of Directors so that the level of financial support for Julie’s and
Rachel’s leadings is maintained, under the care of Ministry and Oversight.
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After approval of minute RepCom 2009-1, we were asked to be fully mindful of changes that we make
in procedures. Yearly meeting asked the subcommittee to bring its recommendations to Representative
Committee. Friends are reminded that “The role of the Representative Committee has evolved over the
years.” (F&P, p. 175), and “The Representative Committee conducts any business of the Yearly Meeting
that cannot be delayed. It is authorized to act on behalf of the Yearly Meeting if long-standing policy or
historical position covers the matter.” (F&P, p. 176).
The afternoon session of PYM Representative Committee began with worship just after 1:00 p.m. The
Clerk thanked Strawberry Creek and Berkeley Meetings for hosting us for an excellent lunch. He
reminded us of Elise Boulding’s comment that “if we cannot envision the future, we are doomed to
repeat the present.”
Ministry and Oversight (continued):
Futures Subcommittee
Jim Anderson reported for the Futures Subcommittee of Ministry and Oversight. He reminded us that
Faith and Practice is not only a good name for a book. Our faith not only informs our practice, but our
practice our faith.
The subcommittee has focused both on the conduct of the Yearly Meeting session itself, and also on the
yearlong operation of Pacific Yearly Meeting and its relationship to the Monthly Meetings. The
subcommittee feels a need to strengthen the relationship with Monthly Meetings, including providing
more support and guidance for Meeting Representatives. The subcommittee will be suggesting more
responsibility for Representative Committee, to open up more space at our yearly meeting session. The
committee will consider a timetable for this, possibly including moving business such as finance and
sites to Representative Committee.
A friend asked how much information would be sent to Monthly Meetings in preparation for such a
discussion. Since the subcommittee reports to Ministry and Oversight, it will report to them, and they in
turn will communicate with Representatives. Other friends asked whether this implied making
Representative Committee a continuing committee, taking on the business of the Yearly Meeting,
whether this would imply more frequent meetings, and whether that would also imply meeting again in
the summer. Would this mean returning to the Executive Committee nature of the March meeting? Jim
Anderson suggested that one question was how much we felt we might want to trust our
Representatives, and which system might best provide inclusiveness. One friend spoke of the
importance of nurturing Monthly Meetings during our gathering. Attendance at Yearly Meeting has
dwindled, nominating has become more difficult, and there is not always clear direction for new PYM
Committee Clerks. Might the Futures Subcommittee look at nurturing leadership?
The committee was urged to look at religious education for children, noting both that we are losing
children, and that we may not be doing an adequate job of religious education for them in our meetings.
The Clerk informed us that more ideas would be welcomed by the Subcommittee.
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Naming Committee
The Clerk asked for names for the naming committee, noting that the task was to be done between now
and the Yearly session. There may be additional work for this committee after the session as well. The
Clerk presented three names: Liz Baker (Berkeley), who has agreed to convene, Margaret Mossman
(Berkeley), and Tom Farley (Palo Alto). Several friends asked for the addition of members from
Southern California Quarterly Meeting as well.
Treasurer
Gary Wolff, Treasurer, reported that travel forms are available for representatives to this meeting, and
are to be returned to Kim Lacey.
Gary reported that our holdings are primarily in cash, so we are holding fairly well in this economic
crisis. He presented the final report for the General Account for fiscal year 2007-2008. With respect to
expenses, although we lost money for 2007-08, it was not as much as projected. The assessment for
2007-08 was $32.00. The amount for the projected total expenses for the FY 2008-09 budget is
$70,775.00.
In the 2008 Session Final Report revenues and expenses had been budgeted at $140,450, while actual
total revenue was $126,365. There were changes in accounting practices. $32,428 was transferred from
Reserves. Some change is due to the fact that insurance expenses have risen.
One friend asked for more transparency in the costs for our new system of registration for the Yearly
Meeting session. $16,859.00 was paid to The Conference Managers (TCM). Net proceeds to PYM
were $95,066.00.
RepCom 2009-2:

Representative Committee accepted the Treasurer’s report. (Attachment 3)

Finance Committee
David Barrows, Clerk of Finance Committee, requested augmentation of the budget for FCNL travel by
$2,900 to the amount of $5,300, asked that travel for Representative Committee be augmented by $500,
and asked that the Nominating Committee budget be augmented by $500.
RepCom 2009-3:

Representative Committee approved augmenting the budget for FCNL travel by
$2900, Representative Committee travel by $500, and Nominating Committee by
$500.

The proposed budget totals $134,085. (Attachment 4)
Some concern was raised over fees to the Registrar, and it was suggested that this job might be offered
within the Yearly Meeting, and that a formal proposal request go out. The Presiding Clerk reminded us
that he had asked for any proposals from within PYM to be brought to PYM Representative Committee.
This has been a difficult job to fill. He also reminded us that Yearly Meeting fees are likely to be higher
next year, after we had lowered them for camping last year. He also noted that there was a problem
with integrity, and that some friends had not paid for what they had used at the annual session.
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Registrar
Sherri Sisson, Registrar, noted that TCM charges $50 per registration, no matter the length of stay. She
asked that people come for the entire program, and proposed a schedule of fees that reflected an
incentive to come for the week. Weekly fees were presented for semi-private, dorm, and camping fees,
and daily fees for day attenders.
Concerns were raised about the availability of stays for lesser periods. It was suggested there might be a
first night fee that would include the $50 registration, with subsequent nights costing less. The major
concern, however, was those who do not pay, a practice which is apparently far more extensive than
Friends might hope, given our testimony of integrity.
One friend noted that an increased fee schedule raised questions about doing business at the annual
session, indicating that this could become like a poll tax, where only those who could afford it could
come to the session to do our Yearly Meeting business. The Finance Committee Clerk reminded us that
there is financial aid available each year, which often does not get used.
It was asked whether there was an early registration benefit and/or late fees. It is expected that this will
be added. One friend said that in the past there had been a family maximum, which might be reinstated.
Another pointed out that some Friends from Friends House in Santa Rosa came only for the Memorial
Meeting and used no meals or facilities, and he hoped there might be a way to accommodate them. One
asked about fees for the invited speaker who comes only to speak at one interest group. Several former
registrars agreed that serving as registrar is a very difficult job, and one offered help. One friend asked
that the Futures Subcommittee also take up issues related to this, including perhaps asking Friends what
they want most out of Yearly Meeting.
The Clerk concluded that the fees could be reexamined with attention to concerns raised.
RepCom 2009-4:

Representative Committee approved the basic fee structure in principle, but with the
proviso that Finance Committee and the Registrar modify this as best they could in
response to concerns raised. These concerns especially include low or no fees for
attenders who come solely for the memorials meeting, attaching the $50 registration
fee to the first night or day, with lesser fees for succeeding days, and negotiating
reduced fees for children sleeping on the floor in semi-private rooms.

Approval of nominees
RepCom 2009-5:

Representative Committee approved the three nominees that were brought to us
earlier by the Nominating Committee:
• Miriam Berg (BE) for Registrar (2010)
• Jeff Kroeber (SJ) for Peace and Social Order Committee (2010)
• Lucia Van Deipen (SF/MA) for Religious Education for Children Committee
(2010)
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Naming Committee
The following Friends were suggested to serve on the Naming Committee
• Liz Baker (Berkeley)
• Tom Farley (Palo Alto)
• Jeanette Norton (Orange County)
• Dottie Vura-Weiss (Inland Valley/Palo Alto)
• Shayne Lightner (Santa Monica)
• Nate Secrest (Lake County)
The Presiding Clerk will ascertain which of these Friends are willing to serve, and return to us with
names for our consideration.
Site Committee
Jim Updegraff, Clerk of the Site Committee, described the Committee’s investigation of possible
Southern California sites for future annual gatherings. Of the two with adequate facilities that were
available for our preferred meeting dates, one was unacceptably expensive and the other had terrain too
difficult for people with mobility challenges. Our options are to change the dates of our annual gathering
to late July or to meet in Northern California for a third consecutive year.
RepCom 2009-6:

Representative Committee approved holding our 2010 annual gathering July 26-31,
2010 so that we can meet in Southern California.

We were reminded that our practice is that the Site Committee chooses a site on our behalf, and the
Presiding Clerk signs the contract.
Secretariat
Don Bean, Clerk of the Secretariat Committee, invited our attention to materials available here for
Meeting Representatives.
Children’s Program Committee
Joe Magruder, Clerk of the Children’s Program Committee, told us that we will continue to have a paid
program coordinator. Compensation for teachers has diminished as a proportion of the cost of
attendance at PYM, so the Committee hopes to increase teacher cost reimbursement this year. Because
too many teachers have become members of the Committee, the policy that Committee members should
not serve as teachers has been suspended.
Arrangements Clerks
Carol Mosher, Arrangements Clerk, explained the role of the Arrangements Clerks during our annual
gathering.
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Junior Yearly Meeting
Michael Eastwood, Clerk of the Junior Yearly Meeting Committee, assisted by nine other members of
the Committee, JYM officers, and members of JYM’s own committees, informed us of their emerging
plans for the annual gathering, including a repeat of the “cop watch” service experience. Suggestions
from Friends were invited. Alyssa Nelson, last year’s Youth Coordinator, thanked Junior Friends for
proactively addressing concerns about advance communication with parents and facilitating attendance
at annual gathering by teenage Friends. We heard expression of parental concerns about guidelines for
behavior at annual gathering, and the Presiding Clerk asked that these be conveyed to the JYM
Committee in writing.
Discipline Committee
Brian Vura-Weis, Clerk of the Discipline Committee, explained the Committee’s responsibility for
monitoring developments in our practice and our thinking so that future editions of Faith and Practice
may accurately reflect current trends and understanding. The Committee’s report (Attachment 5), sets
out issues that the Discipline Committee hopes Friends will actively consider. In particular, the
Committee asked: “Do we order our lives so that Harmony with Creation rises to the same level of
‘Truth as Friends in community perceive it’ as do our current testimonies on Integrity, Unity, Equality,
Simplicity, Peace, and Community?”
The Committee has 1600 copies of Faith and Practice in storage. Monthly Meetings were urged to
purchase these and distribute them to members and attenders. Fe y Práctica, the Spanish-language
edition, is also available through the AFSC bookstore in Los Angeles. A new Spanish-language edition
of the booklet of advices and queries is planned, with an introduction for Friends in Spanish-speaking
countries.
We were told that the current price of $5.00 for Faith and Practice represents a loss from the production
price of $7.50. The Presiding Clerk informed us that AFSC has long stored these volumes without cost
to PYM, and the price was lowered in an effort to help relieve the storage burden as well as to promote
familiarity with Friends’ beliefs and practices.
Unity with Nature Committee
Joe Morris, Clerk of the Unity with Nature Committee, distributed the Committee’s annual report
(Attachment 6). Joe also informed us of the serious auto accident that was recently suffered in Honduras
by Rolene Walker, who is midway through her Walk with Earth through the Americas. Rolene is
scheduled to speak at our 2009 annual gathering.
With nine members – full committee membership for the first time in five years – the Unity with Nature
Committee has been very active this year, gathering information on responses by monthly meetings to
the 2007 PYM minute on climate change and fostering communication and action by Friends on
environmental issues. The Committee has met five times, including a one-day retreat in October and
four conference calls. A new unity with nature testimony was the theme of discussions at both College
Park and Southern California quarterly meetings. Joe Morris pointed out what a small minority of the
population we are, calling on us to collaborate with concerned people of other denominations.
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The year 2010 will bring the 25th anniversary of Marshall Massey’s address to PYM that led to
establishment of Unity with Nature Committees. Maia Wolff, a Committee member, explained the
Committee’s plan to work with Walker Creek Ranch to make tasty vegetarian meal options more easily
available, and to at least once have a “simple meal” of basic foods that are relied on by many of the least
affluent people around the world.
We heard a concern that omnivores not be stigmatized by vegetarian advocates. Maia Wolff responded
that Walker Creek Ranch is being encouraged to obtain meat locally from sources that are
environmentally sensitive. We were asked to also consider ways of minimizing paper use, to recycle
paper conscientiously, and to provide all reports electronically to PYM officers. A Friend asked us to
heighten our awareness of the “big picture” and of the many ways that our environmental footprint
expands, especially through our means of transportation.
Representative to Friends General Conference
Tom Farley, our representative (technically, “observer”) to the Central Committee of Friends General
Conference, spoke from his written report (Attachment 7). The Central Committee consists of nearly
200 people who meet annually in Maryland. Tom Farley also serves on the FGC Youth Ministry
Committee, which sponsors conferences and encourages inter-visitation among yearly meetings. He
brought us several specific recommendations, noting that he does not recommend that PYM affiliate
with FGC at this time:
1. I recommend that JYM and Young Friends consider ways to have ongoing involvement with the
Youth Ministry Committee and its projects.
2. I recommend that PYM invite the FGC Religious Education Committee to hold a Religious
Educators Institute in our region.
3. I recommend that PYM increase its representation to FGC Central Committee to two Friends
with the intention that one be a Friend committed to participation in teen and/or young adult
components of FGC.
The Clerk of the Ministry and Oversight Committee noted that the Committee presently has several
FGC-related issues under consideration. It may be wise to set up a committee charged to take up all of
these issues together, rather than to approach them separately. The Presiding Clerk informed us that later
today we have scheduled a discussion of issues on FGC affiliation, and asked that we defer these
recommendations to that time.
Peace and Social Order Committee
Hubert Morel-Seytoux, Clerk of the Peace and Social Order Committee, listed the interest groups the
Committee hopes to offer at our annual gathering (Attachment 8). The Committee needs to know who
the Ex Officio members of the Committee are (clerks of the P&SO Committees of the two quarterly
meetings and representatives from both FCNL and FCL). Members of the Committee have visited 9
monthly meetings, and additional visits to others are planned. Reports on these visits will be compiled
into a volume for the use of monthly meeting P&SO Committees (in effect, state of the meeting reports
for these committees plus resources to enhance the effectiveness of monthly meeting committees).
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Preliminary Yearly Meeting Gathering Agenda Review
Drafts of the annual gathering schedule and plenary session agenda were provided by the Presiding
Clerk, who asked for reactions to the idea of dedicating most of the second Wednesday afternoon
plenary session to open committee meetings.
We heard a concern for the diminishing time allocated for interest groups (now only two time slots),
where our faith and practice have often evolved in the past. Can the time for open committee meetings
be shared by interest groups? We were also told that in light of the difficulty we have experienced in
identifying Friends interested in serving on our committees, the open committee time should be
preserved and made attractive by asking committees to focus that time on issues they are working on
actively. This can also be an opportunity to link the work of PYM committees and their counterpart
committees in monthly meetings. The Clerk was asked to include on the schedule the orientation
meetings for parents for the children’s program and the JYM Program. We were advised not to overload
limited interest group slots with too many topics, which can result in conflict among options and meager
attendance at many interest group meetings. Can the 90-minute time now provided for Rolene Walker’s
talk be broadened to accommodate some additional interest groups? For parents of children, the evening
interest group is likely to be unavailable. Limiting the availability of worship and worship-sharing time
seems not to be a good way to open more time for interest groups. We were cautioned to avoid
encroaching on the time provided for closing worship, as we have tended to do in the recent past. Can
some afternoon free time be provided for nature walks?
The Presiding Clerk invited Friends with suggestions for the schedule and agenda to communicate with
him. (See Attachment 11 for draft versions as of 6/11/2009.)
Following dinner, PYM Representative Committee resumed.
Naming Committee
Clerk Joe Franko informed us that there are likely to be five vacancies on Nominating Committee, and
that this might mean we should have more members on Naming Committee.
Liz Baker, Tom Farley, and Nate Secrest have agreed to serve on the naming committee, but we still
have no one from Southern California.
RepCom 2009-7:

Representative Committee approved Liz Baker, Tom Farley, and Nate Secrest for
Naming Committee and approved the Clerk naming two more members from
Southern California.

Friends General Conference (FGC) Affiliation
There are several issues before us with respect to FGC. First, Clerk Joe Franko read a letter from Traci
Sullivan, Conference Coordinator of FGC, about the possibility of FGC having its annual Gathering in
California in either 2012 or 2013, and asking whether PYM would welcome that.
Laura Magnani reported that several PYM meetings have affiliations with FGC and several others have
recently minuted their support for PYM affiliation with FGC. The issue, however, is complicated in
terms of what this might mean in terms of representation, finances, and other issues.
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Affiliation would likely mean representation on Central Committee (five representatives), Executive
Committee, and service on one other committee for each representative. This would involve increased
time and financial commitment from PYM, but the specific costs are not clear at this time. We benefit
from a lot of FGC’s activities, including their annual gathering, religious education materials, the
bookstore, and other aspects.
Most of those present had attended some FGC gathering. On the other hand, Joe reminded us that four
years ago an interest group on affiliation with FGC drew only two people.
Many have argued that we should support FGC because we benefit from their work. Some people feel
that we are taking without giving. A Friend suggested that the topic for discussion might better be:
“What is our right relationship with FGC?” Several Friends said this was not the time to spend the kind
of money that would be required, especially considering our upcoming question of possibly doubling
our assessment. Another who identified herself as a conservative Friend said several were not
comfortable with affiliation on theological grounds. One way to support FGC could be our support of
holding an upcoming FGC gathering in California.
An earlier PYM committee had recommended that we not affiliate with either FGC or FUM. Perhaps
we should re-examine that report as part of our current deliberations. One Friend who formerly objected
to FGC affiliation said she no longer objected, but that our concern for being “green” should make us
approach the question of additional affiliations cautiously.
One question is whether, at our next meeting, we should hold an interest group or have a plenary
discussion on this issue. Might this need more seasoning in a committee? We seem to be clear that we
are not in unity on affiliation at this time. Might several articles in Western Friend help to educate
Friends on FGC? Might attention to this at Quarterly Meetings be a better next step? Might a panel be
more appropriate for next year rather than this year? We do need to gather more information on FGC
and to get that information out to Friends in Monthly Meetings. The Clerk suggested that it might be
useful to put together an ad hoc committee to consider whether and how we might support an FGC
Gathering in California. He suggested a letter to all Monthly Meetings on how they feel about FGC
affiliation, and about their own affiliations or use of FGC materials.
One friend said that the issue of whether to hire a full time employee was likely to take up a
considerable portion of our time at our next session, and that we should probably not add other items to
our agenda.
RepCom 2009-8:

Representative Committee approved authorizing the Clerk to create an ad hoc
committee to advise him on issues of support on an FGC Gathering in California,
and on possible affiliation.

Religious Education for Children
Gail Eastwood said there would be a report attached on the religious education activities of the
committee and on how religious education might serve monthly meetings better. The report includes an
email from FGC answering some of the questions about FGC. (Attachment 9)
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Announcements
Sue Torrey provided an email and phone number for Sara Rose House (sararosehouse@hotmail.com or
562-889-1421) for any Friends who have things they would like to share with the Youth Coordinator
Subcommittee.
The Clerk announced that the question of Youth Coordinator will come up the first day of our Yearly
session, and asked that representatives ensure that all meetings read the report and that members come
prepared for discussion.
Closing
Representative Committee closed at approximately 8:00 p.m. with silent worship.
Faithfully submitted,
Jamie Newton, Recording Clerk

Carolyn Stephenson, Recording Clerk

Joe Franko, Presiding Clerk
NOTE: These minutes were approved during the Representative Committee sessions.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
Regarding Care of the Ministry of Julie Harlow and Rachel Fretz
From the Subcommittee on Ministry and Leadings of PYM M&O
24 February 2009 [DRAFT 1.2]
Background:
At Pacific Yearly Meeting in August 2007 (held at the University of Redlands), Nominating Committee
brought forward the following minute, which was approved in PYM Plenary:
PYM 2007-16 Pacific Yearly Meeting approved the following minute, which was proposed by the
Nominating Committee:
Nominating believes that Julie Harlow is a Friend with a leading and should appropriately be
under the care of M&O. We further believe that East-West Relations Committee is laboring
under a leading in tandem with Julie’s work, and therefore their care also belongs under M&O.
However, it is premature to lay down this committee and appointment, until the structure for
ongoing care is clarified. It is clear to us, that as Nomination Committee, it is not in our charge
how to structure the care for these Friends and their common concern. We ask M&O to review
and return to Repcomm with recommendations on structure and care, so that all the valuable
work that is currently done by these Friends continues to be adequately supported in good
Quaker order.
At the close of the 2007 annual gathering, PYM’s Committee on Ministry and Oversight established a
Subcommittee on Ministry and Leadings, and charged it with:
(a) Developing guidelines for both individuals and Monthly Meetings for support of leadings in
PYM, and
(b) Making recommendations regarding proper care of the ministry of both Julie Harlow and Rachel
Fretz, and similar cases.
The Subcommittee has drafted Faithfulness in Action: Supporting Leadings in Pacific Yearly Meeting.
This document recommends a process for discerning and supporting leadings that arise among Friends
within the Yearly Meeting. When a careful discernment process has identified a true leading, the
preferred course of action is for the Friend with the leading to be taken under the care of his or her
monthly meeting. Under some circumstances, the Friend with the leading may be taken under the care
of the Yearly Meeting Committee on Ministry and Oversight. A Support Committee is formed to
provide loving support and a Spiritual Accountability Group is formed to help the Friend remain faithful
to his or her leading. Guidelines for these procedures are spelled out in Faithfulness in Action:
Supporting Leadings in Pacific Yearly Meeting.
The Spiritual Accountability Group provides regular reports to the Yearly Meeting Committee on
Ministry and Oversight. The Spiritual Accountability Group, the Support Committee, or the Friend with
the leading can present reports or interest groups at the Yearly Meeting’s annual gathering as deemed
appropriate by Ministry and Oversight.
OVER
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The Subcommittee proposes the following:
1. That the leading of Julie Harlow to work with Friends House Moscow be put under the care of
Pacific Yearly Meeting’s Committee on Ministry and Oversight.
2. That the leading of Rachel Fretz to work with Friends Peace Teams be put under the care of
Pacific Yearly Meeting’s Committee on Ministry and Oversight.
3. That the East-West Relations Committee be laid down.
4. That Finance Committee be asked to move or rename budget items currently designated for one
representative position to Friends House Moscow Board of Directors and one representative
position to Friends Peace Teams Board of Directors so that the level of financial support for
Julie’s and Rachel’s leadings is maintained, under the care of Ministry and Oversight.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE
PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING
REPORT TO REPRESENTATIVE COMMITTEE, MARCH 6, 2009
Finance committee recommends that the current budget (FY 08-09) for Conference Travel for FCNL
and William Penn House (acct. #5277) be augmented by $2900 (to $5300). This will allow full funding
for the delegates who traveled to the meeting.
Finance committee recommends that the current budget for Travel to Representative Committee be
augmented by $500 (to $9000).
Finance committee recommends that the current budget for Nominating Committee be augmented by
$500 (to $3000).
Yearly Meeting and Representative Committee is considering hiring a youth coordinator as a full time
employee. If this addition to Yearly Meeting Programs is established, Finance Committee recommends
the following:
•
The Youth Coordinator position should be fully funded by equal per-member assessments.
•
Yearly meeting should accept voluntary donations from individuals and meetings for support of
this position and a line item should be created in the budget.
•
Yearly meeting should be reminded that the budget for expenses is increased there will be a
corresponding increase in the level of reserves that we need to maintain.
•
The proposal for the Youth Coordinator positions includes a suggestion that Finance Committee
consider and evaluate possible requests from member meeting for a reduced assessment (should
a meeting not be able to pay the additional assessment necessary to support the youth coordinator
position). The Finance Committee feels strongly that it would not be appropriate for the Finance
committee to evaluate the financial needs of individual meetings.
•
[Finance Committee could support a less desirable alternative that per-member assessment be
increased in steps over a period of no more than three years, rather than being set at a level to
fully fund the new program from the start.]
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Finance Committee offers the following budget for the 2009 annual session:

SESSION REVENUE
Fees from Attenders

$147,085

Late Fees

3,000

Freewill Offering / Contributions

2,000

Payment to TCM

18,000

TOTAL

$134,085

Registrar Expenses

$585

Secretariat’s Expenses

$1000

Arrangement Clerk Expenses

$1000

Children’s Program

$11,500

Cost of Facilities

$112,000

Junior Yearly Meeting

$4,000

Young Friends

$200

Breakage and Equipment

$200

PYM Clerk Invited Guest

$500

Insurance

$2,100

Support Professional

$1,000

TOTAL

$134,085

SESSION EXPENSES
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REPORT OF THE CLERK OF THE PYM DISCIPLINE COMMITTEE
TO REPRESENTATIVE COMMITTEE, MARCH 2009

The work of the Discipline Committee is outlined in Faith and Practice. (F&P, p. 181). It states:
This committee operates between revisions of the Faith and Practice. It
assembles and organizes material that may go into a revision of Faith and
Practice, and submits it to the Yearly Meeting for study, discussion and
acceptance. …. All Meetings and Friends with concerns, suggestions
or questions should submit them to the committee in writing. The
Discipline Committee may also be asked to interpret matters relating
to Faith and Practice.
New Testimony:
One of the current charges to the Discipline Committee is to explore with PYM’s Unity with Nature
Committee the idea of PYM adopting an Earthcare or Harmony with Creation Testimony to be included
in a Faith and Practice revision or adopted earlier by PYM. Our committee has met with the Clerk of
the Unity with Nature Committee and has participated in interest groups at PYM and both quarterly
meetings. If your meeting is considering this issue, you are encouraged to read the Harmony with
Creation section of Advices and Queries, on Page 51, of our current Faith and Practice. While it is clear
that Earth care has been a long-standing concern for Friends we would like your meeting to respond to
the following Query. Do we order our lives so that Harmony with Creation rises to the same level of
“Truth as Friends in community perceive it” as do our current Testimonies of Integrity, Unity, Equality,
Simplicity, Peace and Community?
Distribution of Faith and Practice:
The current edition of Faith and Practice was produced in 2001. The Pasadena AFSC Bookstore has
about 1600 copies in storage. Our Faith and Practice is a wonderful resource to members and
attenders and we encourage all Meetings to order and distribute the books liberally. The current
cost is $5.00 per book. Many meetings are ordering boxes of 20 copies each for $100 and making their
own policies of selling or giving them away. AFSC’s bookstore e-mail is afscstore@afsc.org.
Fé y Práctica, the Spanish translation of our Faith and Practice, is also available through the AFSC
Bookstore and Friends are encouraged to distribute it widely as well.
Other Issues:
Membership:
Dual Membership: Is it an issue in your meeting, does it help Friends in their spiritual growth and
centering or is it a distraction to them and the meeting.
Youth Membership: What are the practices of the Meetings in regard to children and membership. How
do we engage young people in discussions about becoming a member at age 11, 13, 15, or 18? Have
you used the “Child of the Meeting” idea for newborns or children of new members? Has your meeting
considered membership for youth of the meeting who may wish to join but are going away to college.
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New Membership Category: Should we have a category of members that we know might not participate
at the same level as regular members – those who are in a time of life when they are living away from
the Meeting due to school or other life circumstances such as the elderly who cannot attend meeting.
Spanish Translation of the Advices and Queries: Ministry and Oversight and Discipline Committee
members are working with Mexico City Meeting Friends to produce a Spanish language a pamphlet
similar to the Advices and Queries Pamphlet currently available in English. The English version is
currently available at afscstore@afsc.org.
E-Mail Communication: Is there a standard we should have for e-mail communication within meetings.
Do we need a set of guidelines for use for e-mail – its effect on community, discernment, and decision
making? Do Friends consider the impact of this means of communication and what ways it might
impede communication rather than facilitate it? How can we ensure that our e-mail use is inclusive?
When meeting members use e-mail, does it foster a sense of community for all, or can it be a stumbling
block for discernment?
If your meeting has a policy or is considering a policy, please forward it to the Clerk of the Discipline
Committee.
There are other issues Meetings may be dealing with that have come to our attention. If your meeting
has dealt with any of the issues below and would like to share your light on them, please contact us.
A. Who can speak on behalf of the meeting?
B. How do we do proper oversight of individuals who reside on meeting properties such as
caretakers, stewards or staff?
C. How do we maintain unity in the Spirit in the presence of non-unanimity of theology?
D. Do we address the issue of suicide, assisted or otherwise?
E. Do we address the issue of abortion?
F. How does the Meeting engage in Earthcare witness and action?
Brian Vura-Weis, Clerk, e-mail address: brianavw@yahoo.com
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UNITY WITH NATURE COMMITTEE
Annual Report, RepCom, March 6, 2009
This past year, 2008-9 has been one of continued vigorous activity for Earthcare by the Unity
with Nature Committee. At the PYM Gathering of 2008, we sponsored a record-setting six
events, including a plenary session with a guest talk by Ruah Swennerfelt, a conversation hour
with her later, two interest groups on "Exploring a Harmony with Nature Testimony" and
"What Meetings Are Doing to Heal the Earth (with representatives from five meetings on a
panel), and an Earthcare film night. All events were well attended.
At the PYM plenary, the UWN Clerk reported the results of a committee survey of monthly
meetings in PYM on their responses to the climate change minute approved by PYM at its
gathering in 2007. About 80% of meetings completed the survey, and an impressive 85%
reported significant activities (meeting and individual) for Earthcare.
Also at the 2008 PYM, additions to the UWN Committee gave it its first full contingent (nine
members) in at least five years. Since then we have met five times, including a one-day retreat
in October and four conference calls.
This past year, discussion of a new Harmony with Nature testimony (described as an
"emergent" one in the current Faith and Practice) continued in monthly meetings and
quarterlies. Both Southern California Quarterly in its Fall gathering and College Park
Quarterly in its Winter gathering indeed took the testimony as their title and central theme.
Discussion and involvement were evident in the plenaries and worship-sharing groups on the
many questions and complexities of a possible new testimony and how it relates to the current
ones. The UWN Clerk had a special meeting with the PYM Discipline Committee to consider
further steps.
Another very successful event was the organization of a weekend retreat at Quaker Center on
October 31-November 2 on "Walking Lightly on the Earth." Forty-some participants from
monthly meetings across California engaged in dialogue about environmental issues facing
Quakers, using a plenary-session and worship-group format. Evaluations by the attenders
indicated that the weekend was informative and motivating for them.
Members of the UWN this year have expressed special concern about ways of greening our
yearly meeting. For the PYM Gathering in summer 2009, we have been working with both
the PYM Arrangements Committee and the cooking staff of Walker Ranch to consider ways
of making tasty vegetarian food more widely available and to have a "simple meal" at least
once. We also are proposing an interest group on the many issues around eating, called "The
Perils of Eating While Quaker." The environmental damage from raising livestock is vastly
greater than that of raising crops, but that is only one of many issues.
An important area still needing to be addressed by Quakers in PYM is increased involvement
with other religious communities for environmental activism. Many other faith groups do
hold regular meetings together, such as Interfaith Power and Light, and plan coordinated
action.
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This past year saw ever more dire warnings of the environmental and social damage wrought
by climate change, yet new federal policies give us more cause for hope. In a myriad of ways,
Quakers in PYM are showing a growing responsiveness with each year.
Respectfully submitted,
Joe Morris, Clerk
PYM Unity with Nature Committee

Page 31

PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING
Berkeley Friends Church, Berkeley, California

Page 32

Attachment 7
Representative Committee
Third Month, Seventh Day 2009

PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING
Berkeley Friends Church, Berkeley, California

Attachment 8
Representative Committee
Third Month, Seventh Day 2009

Report of PYM-PSO committee
Repcom meeting on March 7, 2009
at Berkeley Friends Church
The Peace and Social Order committee of PYM major commitment up to present has been to carry visits
with the various Peace and Social Order, Concern, Action or Witness (PSX for short) committees of
Monthly Meetings.
So far the following Monthly Meetings have been visited:
Davis, Visalia, Chico, Grass Valley, San Jose, San Francisco, Berkeley and Palo Alto.
More visits will take place in Southern California during the weekend of March 15.
Additional visits are planned in Northern California: e.g. Strawberry Creek, Marin, Santa Cruz.
Reports of the visits are prepared and eventually all these reports will be compiled into a volume for the
use of the PSX committees in order to facilitate communication between Meetings and cooperation on
issues of common interest. These reports can be thought as “state of the PSX”.
The format for reporting follows the recommended guidelines to the visiting members of PYM-PSO:
PYM-PSO VISITS TO MONTHLY MEETINGS
Our goal is to:
• establish a personal connection between the PYM-PSO Committee, the monthly meeting
(MM), and its Peace and Social (Action, or Order, or Concerns, or Witness) Committee (in
short PSX)
•

discover where there is interest and will for witness on MM-PSX concerns by the meeting
community and its individuals, and actions initiated in this regard

•

explore how PYM-PSO might support the witness of the Meeting

•

remind the meeting of the PYM past minutes (2003-2008) on various concerns (such as
universal health care) and offer materials and information to support the Meeting’s response

•

consider how best the connection between the PYM-PSO Committee and the MM-PSX
committee might best be sustained

Following your visit
Prepare a joint report with the clerk of the visited MM-PSX committee under the above headings
to ease our discussion and response to the findings, and the preparation of an overall report.
Forward that report to me as promptly as possible.
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In its committee meeting on Friday March 6, 2009, based on responses to an inquiry of the committee
sent to the Peace and Social Action committees of the Monthly Meetings in PYM, the committee united
on the following topics for Interest Groups, listed below in order of priorities, as the number of slots for
Interest Groups is not known exactly at this moment.

1. “How do our Testimonies guide Peace and Social Action in PYM”
2. “Health Care for All”
3. “War Taxes”
4. “Racial profiling in the criminal justice system”, proposed by AFSC
5. “FCNL”
In addition the committee decided to bring to PYM at the 2009 annual meeting during the plenary
session at the time allocated for the Peace and Social Order committee the following:

“A discussion and a reflection on the expansion of the war in Afghanistan and other
current wars”.
Note: if a time is made available for the PYM committees to meet with a committee session open to
everyone, it is possible that the main topic then would be our priority #1 for Interest Group.
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Pacific Yearly Meeting Religious Education for Children Committee
Report to Representative Committee, March 7, 2009
I. Year-to-Date Efforts and Accomplishments:
Survey
We were able to connect with at least one person in almost all of PYM’s monthly meetings. Based on
these calls and emails, we have compiled a list of contacts to facilitate further communication, including
distribution of our religious ed newsletter directly to those people in the meetings who might find its
content of interest.
A brief summary of our findings is included below.
Newsletters
We published two editions of our email newsletter and distributed them to our list and also directly to
the quarterly meeting email lists. The last issue, for example, included an article by Robin Durant on
children’s Meeting for Business, based on her years of experience at Friends Western School; and an
article by Sandy Farley about how to create active First Day School lesson plans. Past issues of the
newsletter, along with other articles or interest can be found on the yearly meeting website at
www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/religioused. To subscribe, email eastwood@sohum.net.
PYM Religious Ed Webpage: www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/religioused
The religious ed resources, which had formerly been scattered around the yearly meeting website
homepage, are now collected together on one (separate) page, with a link on the homepage. We plan to
add other resources and links, and would love to hear from people about what you’d like to have
available on this page. Write to committee clerk Gail Eastwood, eastwood@sohum.net, or to our
committee webpage coordinator, Tom Farley, farley@spont.com.
Listserve
The committee is reviving its listserve, hoping it will serve as a forum for conversations about the
spiritual nurture of our young people. Many of those who are working in our programs for youth and
children do so in relative isolation. We hope that an email group could supply inspiration, resources,
opportunities for shoptalk and more. While the committee has always corresponded with those who
write in with questions, concerns and resource needs, we’d like to open that conversation up to a larger
circle. Like to join in? To sign up, go to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/quaker-re or contact Tom
Farley, farley@spont.com.
Liaison With FGC
This year, committee member Susan Hopkins, a long-time member of the FGC Religious Ed
Committee, has been serving on their task force to revise the Sparklers curriculum. Sparklers, an old
favorite for pre-schoolers, is getting an update to include some more recent valuable children’s
literature, replacing older out-of-print books. We look forward to the revision, as so many PYM
meetings used the old Sparklers.
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Attenders of the 2009 FGC Gathering will be able to attend committee member Sandy Farley’s
intensive workshop on using the Earthcare for Children curriculum, led in conjunction with Tom
Farley. The Earthcare curriculum has been getting high praise from the PYM meetings that have been
using it, and we’re proud to see it featured in an offering to this gathering of people from so many other
yearly meetings.
The 2009 FGC Gathering includes quite a number of workshops for First Day School
enrichment, a new direction chosen by this year’s co-clerks. Meetings interested in in-service training
and spiritual nurture of First Day School committee members and teachers might consider supporting
their attendance at this gathering.
Training and Enrichment Opportunity
Sandy Farley has a mini-workshop on how to design active First Day School lesson plans around a
story. Any of you who’ve looked at Earthcare for Children know that Sandy is a fount of creativity in
designing activities to illuminate lessons. She’s susceptible to invitations to bring her class to your
meeting—an event that could be shared by neighboring meetings or even with other faith groups or
homeschool groups.
II. Summary of Survey Findings
Thirty-five monthly meetings were surveyed. We contacted a respondent involved in the meeting’s
children’s or youth program, or, if no program, a respondent with an interest in the spiritual nurture of
children. Worship groups and preparative meetings are not counted in our program tally.
1. Only 80% of the monthly meetings surveyed have children’s programs or any size. Of the 35
meetings surveyed, 20 (57%) described a children’s program that typically had more than two
children in attendance—enough to think of as a group. Respondents for 8 of the 35 meetings (23%)
described a program (or an attempt to have a program) where 0-2 children could be expected on any
given First Day. Seven respondents (20%) reported, with varying degrees of regret, that their meeting
had no children, and thus no program. Most of these are aging meetings, with members and attenders
mostly of baby boom generation or older—most reported that they used to have children, now grown up
and gone. Nine meetings (26%) reported a teen program of any size or frequency of meeting.
2. Respondents shared similar concerns with committee members. When we asked the open-ended
question, “what are your concerns?” we got certain responses numerous times:
• Outreach: “How do we attract new families?” So far, the committee has not uncovered any good
models of outreach to families in our PYM meetings.
• Staffing: Frequently, meetings of all sizes report difficulty in recruiting people to work with the
children and keeping those they have from burning out. In some programs, children’s program
committee members and staff feel unsupported by the meeting, as though the spiritual guidance
of the children were the concern of the parents or teachers only.
• Attendance: People often cite irregular attendance (of small numbers of children, of diverse ages)
as a problem in their program. How can meetings encourage and support consistent attendance—
or learn to “roll with the punches” when consistent attendance isn’t possible (as in the frequent
situation of separated and divorced parents).
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Teens: “When they hit 12 we lose them.” “We don’t have critical mass for the teens.” How can a
meeting, especially a small meeting stay engaged with its teens?
Other issues: Other concerns expressed to us included a need for more “user friendly” curricula,
ones that inexperienced members could understand and use, a need for a Quaker-centered social
justice curriculum, and a need for guidelines in child abuse prevention

3. We spoke with many dedicated people, who shared creative and interesting practices with us.
The respondents who were most enthusiastic about their children’s programs seemed to come from
meetings that were engaged in building community with the young people. See our August newsletter
for a list of some of the creative community-building practices we heard about, and some of the things
respondents were excited about in their children’s and teen programs. Look for more in future newsletter
editions.
Appendix to PYM CRE Report to Rep Com, March 2009
Concerns About Affiliation With FGC
The RE Committee’s minute recommendation for affiliation with FGC last year at Rep Com was
referred to M&O. This year M&O is asking RE committee members to organize a panel on affiliation at
PYM in August. As initial preparation for this panel we asked Michael Wajda, FGC’s Associate
Secretary for Development and Interpretation, to address some concerns raised at last year’s Rep Com
discussion. What follows is excerpted from his email reply to Susan Hopkins.
“We have heard both that we are "expected" and "invited" to send 5 reps. to Central
Committee.”
FGC asks affiliated yearly meetings to name appointees to Central Committee and to support their
participation in Central Committee’s annual meeting to the extent possible. Basically, each yearly
meeting is asked to appoint two representatives to Central Committee for each 500 members of the
yearly meeting. I don't know the exact membership of PacYM, but the calculation is then simple. If the
number is at least 1,000 but less than 1500, the number of reps would be 4.
Yes, we want yearly meetings to appoint Friends to all of their available Central Committee slots. We
recognize, however, that a few yearly meetings are not able to do this. While we certainly understand,
we also want to emphasize that volunteer participation gives the yearly meetings a voice in shaping FGC
programs and services and the involvement of yearly meeting representatives is essential to the way
FGC functions.
FGC’s work is discerned and led by its volunteer committees, who are supported by FGC staff.
Affiliation is much more than a financial relationship. The volunteers who participate in FGC are part
of the lifeblood of the organization and we all grow as a result of it… [Here Michael gives a couple of
examples of FGC programs initiated through volunteers on committees: Quaker Finder, and the new
outreach program, Quaker Quest, both of significant value to our PYM monthly meetings.]
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It should also be pointed out that each yearly meeting is asked to appoint one of its Central Committee
reps to serve on FGC's Executive Committee, which generally meets twice a year, and to provide some
travel assistance.
“ Then we have heard that each rep. is expected to serve on at least one committee...”
Yes, FGC asks each member of Central Committee to serve on one program or administrative
committee. At the same time we realize that not all appointed representatives will be able to travel to
attend “their” committee meetings in person.
When considering committee service, Central Committee members can inquire about the timing and
location of meetings before making a choice. Each committee decides for itself how many times a year
to meet and where those meetings will take place. Our Ministry and Nurture Committee, for example,
meets twice a year, once at Central Committee in Maryland and once in late winter. By contrast, our
Development Committee meets four times a year. A couple committees meet only at the FGC office in
Philadelphia. Other committees are hosted for weekend meetings by monthly meetings in different parts
of the U.S. and Canada. Often the host meeting joins the FGC committee for a pot luck and/or a
program. In addition to allowing us to accomplish our committee work, these hosted weekends serve to
kindle relationships and knit the Religious Society of Friends together.
Many of our committee members generously donate all or part of the costs of their travel, but this is
certainly not required. FGC budgets a significant amount of travel funds to help Friends to attend
committee meetings, except for Central Committee and Executive Committee sessions, where the yearly
meeting covers the costs. I might add that FGC has been blessed with many Friends who cover their
own travel expenses. FGC acknowledges all such "unreimbursed expenses" so that Friends can claim
them as federal income tax deductions.
“... hence the question of carbon footprint due to all the travel! You can see where all this is
leading: $$$ and concerns about earthcare..”
Oh yes, this is a big question. There are a number of points that I want to lift up, so I'll state them as a
list:
•

•

•

FGC has appointed an Ad Hoc Committee on Alternatives to Travel to examine travel costs,
carbon footprint, and other ways of doing committee business. We already have been doing a lot
of committee work by conference call and email. This committee is looking into teleconference
options, Skype, and asking committees to look at meeting before, during, or after the Gathering,
when many are already present anyway.
We are seriously wrestling with the questions of travel costs and carbon footprint and looking for
practical and meaningful solutions for doing committee work without as much travel. We are
also aware of the extremely valuable benefits of being together and sharing on so many levels.
What is the right balance of electronic work, conference calls, and face-to-face meetings?
FGC has a limited-term endowment fund to help cover the costs of travel. Right now that fund
contributes $21,000 a year to help with travel.
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Almost all committees hold sessions during two afternoon slots at Central Committee. This has
been a practice for years and again allows work to be done without adding another trip for
Friends to come together.
Many of our committees move around the country to hold their meetings. This has primarily
been in the areas of our affiliated meetings, but sometimes has included other areas. The FGC
Development Committee has been powerfully moved by the experiences we’ve shared with host
meetings. We approach our committee travel from a place of ministry (deep listening/responding
to the needs of our host community). We offer programs to the host meeting, as well as receive
wonderful space and hospitality to do our committee work. We have found that in traveling this
way we strengthen the Religious Society of Friends and further FGC’s mission. We also foster
stronger relationships this way between the meeting and FGC, both as a corporate body and the
individuals within it.
As more western meetings affiliate, it is quite possible that some committees will decide to meet
occasionally in the west. Of course, the carbon output and travel costs will need to be factored in
when making decisions about where to hold meetings.
Already there are many Pacific Yearly Meeting Friends engaged with FGC. Many have served
on FGC committees. Several travel through the FGC Traveling Ministries Committee. Many
attend the Gathering and other FGC events, including the new Youth Ministries events. Several
are currently serving on key FGC committees. John Helding is serving on FGC's Discernment in
Long Term Planning Committee. Elaine Emily is serving on the Traveling Ministries
Committee. Zac Moon is serving on the Ad Hoc Priorities Committee and as an at-large member
of the FGC Executive Committee. Tom Farley has been serving as an official PacYM
"observer" to FGC Central Committee.
We are currently looking to bring the Gathering west again in 2011 or 2012. The 2006
Gathering was so well received (and over subscribed!) that we are looking at larger sites to hold
the next western Gathering.
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Approved Minutes
RepCom 2009-1:

Representative Committee approved these four recommendations from the
Subcommittee on Ministry and Leadings:
1. That the leading of Julie Harlow to work with Friends House Moscow
be put under the care of Pacific Yearly Meeting’s Committee on
Ministry and Oversight.
2. That the leading of Rachel Fretz to work with Friends Peace Teams be
put under the care of Pacific Yearly Meeting’s Committee on Ministry
and Oversight.
3. That the East-West Relations Committee be laid down.
4. That the Finance Committee be asked to move or rename budget items
currently designated for one representative position to Friends peace
Teams Board of Directors so that the level of financial support for
Julie’s and Rachel’s leadings is maintained, under the care of Ministry
and Oversight.

RepCom 2009-2:

Representative Committee accepted the Treasurer’s report. (Attachment 3)

RepCom 2009-3:

Representative Committee approved augmenting the budget for FCNL travel
by $2900, Representative Committee travel by $500, and Nominating
Committee by $500.

RepCom 2009-4:

Representative Committee approved the basic fee structure in principle, but
with the proviso that Finance Committee and the Registrar modify this as best
they could in response to concerns raised. These concerns especially include
low or no fees for attenders who come solely for the memorials meeting,
attaching the $50 registration fee to the first night or day, with lesser fees for
succeeding days, and negotiating reduced fees for children sleeping on the
floor in semi-private rooms

RepCom 2009-5:

Representative Committee approved the three nominees that were brought to us
earlier by the Nominating Committee:
• Miriam Berg (BE) for Registrar (2010)
• Jeff Kroeber (SJ) for Peace and Social Order Committee (2010)
• Lucia Van Deipen (SF/MA) for Religious Education for Children
Committee (2010)
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RepCom 2009-6:

Representative Committee approved holding our 2010 annual gathering July
26-31, 2010 so that we can meet in Southern California.

RepCom 2009-7:

Representative Committee approved Liz Baker, Tom Farley, and Nate Secrest
for Naming Committee and approved the Clerk naming two more members
from Southern California.

RepCom 2009-8:

Representative Committee approved authorizing the Clerk to create an ad hoc
committee to advise him on issues of support on an FGC Gathering in
California, and on possible affiliation.
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