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List of Action Minutes
MINUTE RC 2015.01: The Treasurer’s Report on both the General and Annual Session accounts
for the year ending September 30, 2014 was accepted.
MINUTE RC 2015.02: The augmentation of $750 to line 5286 for travel was approved.
MINUTE RC 2015.03: The augmentation of $250 to line item 5238 to cover conference calls was
approved without discussion.
MINUTE RC 2015.04: The augmentation of $500 to line item 5229 for Nominating Committee
expenses was approved without discussion.
MINUTE RC 2015.05: The budget and fee schedule were approved as presented.
MINUTE RC 2015.06: We approved inserting a link on the registration site to encourage a
payment of a voluntary carbon tax that would go to the committee’s Unity with Nature Project
Fund.
MINUTE RC 2015.07: The guidelines of the Ad Hoc Committee [on PYM Financial Allocations to
Friends Organizations] were approved.
MINUTE RC 2015.08: Approval was reached to give the recommendations from the ad hoc
committee on financial allocations to the Finance Committee for discernment, with the advice
to allocate funds back to QUNO. Finance Committee was advised to bring back the revised list
of allocation to Annual Session 2015 for approval by the larger body.
MINUTE RC 2015.09: The draft Annual Session schedule was approved as presented.
MINUTE RC 2015.10: Representative Committee approve Rick Altherr (San Jose) as Junior
Arrangements, whose term now runs through 2016; and Senior Arrangements Clerk Eric Moon
(Berkeley), whose term now ends in 2015. Joyce Pointe (Apple Seed) is approved as a member
of Unity with Nature Committee (term ending 2016).
MINUTE RC 2015.11: Representative Committee approves the Naming Committee of Sarah
Tyrell (Berkeley), Patricia Smith (Claremont), and Linda Rowell (Chico), with Alvaro Alvarado
(Sacramento) as the alternate.
MINUTE RC 2015.12: Representative Committee approved reducing by $450 (to $550) the Unity
with Nature Committee expense budget (Line 5235), and increasing the QEW Representatives
travel budget (Line 5286) by an additional $450, bringing it to $2,200.
[end of action minutes]
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REPRESENTATIVE COMMITTEE OF PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING
Saturday, 28 February 2015
Berkeley Friends Meeting House
Berkeley, California
Record and Minutes
Opening worship began at 8:30 am.
A. Clerk’s remarks: Presiding Clerk Steve Smith welcomed attenders to RepCom. He spoke to the theme for
the ’15 Annual Session: Love and Justice. These two great strands in Quakerism—the commandment to
love one another, and the prophetic call to do justice—should not be separated, but woven together: love
without justice is sentimentality; justice without love is strident and ineffective. He thanked our hosts at
Berkeley Meeting, and reviewed the agenda for the day.

B. Host’s remarks: Margaret Mossman spoke to details of the site, meals and parking

C. Roll call: the PYM Meetings and Worship Groups represented are listed in the Roll Call attachment.

D. Check-in from JYM: Youth and adult members of the Junior Yearly Meeting Committee introduced
themselves: JYM Co-Clerks attending were Natasha Herrera (Mexico City) and Maya Price (Berkeley
Friends Church). JYM M&O members attending were David Shaw (Clerk, Santa Monica), Rose Nadis
(Santa Barbara), Nina Shaw (Santa Monica) and Miles Pangellina (Berkeley). The JYM Adult Committee
members attending were Steve Leeds (Clerk, San Francisco), Suzanne Doss (Orange Grove), and Kate
Connell (Santa Barbara). During RepCom today the JYM Committee will be planning their schedule and
activities for Annual Session.

E. Nominating Committee: Elaine Emily (Strawberry Creek), co-Clerk of PYM Nominating Committee,
presented the report for the first reading.
1. Completion of the term of Eric Moon (Berkeley), senior arrangements clerk, has been moved from
2016 to 2015. Rick Altherr (San Jose) junior arrangements clerk, is serving from now to 2017.
Another arrangements clerk is needed to start after he coming ’15 Annual Session and serve to 2017.
2. Joyce Pointe (Appleseed) is nominated for Unity with Nature Committee for 2016.
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F. Naming Committee: The Presiding Clerk reminded us that we fill positions for the Naming Committee
from the floor today. The usual committee size is three, with one alternate. We entered a short period of
worship to allow nominations to arise from the floor. Five names were brought forward: Convener Sarah
Tyrell (Berkeley), Pat Smith (Claremont), Don Bean (Conejo Valley Worship Group), with Laura Magnani
(Strawberry Creek) as Alternate. If Laura declines, Alvaro Alvarado will be asked to serve.

G. Treasurer’s Report: Roy Allen (Berkeley), PYM Treasurer, called attention to the Treasurer’s Report
posted on the PYM website. He reminded Friends that there are two Pacific Yearly Meeting accounts: a
General Account and an Annual Session account.
1. We have received designated contributions from meetings and individuals for the Fund for Concerns,
the Sharing Fund, United with Nature Project Fund, and the PFOS transfer to the Bob Vogel
Endowment Fund. The current general account balance (aside from the Bob Vogel Endowment
Fund) has $180,000 on hand, which is healthy for a budget of our size.
2. The Annual Session ended with a deficit of $3,741. Two major contributing factors were that
income from fees was $10,000 less than expected and charges from Walker Creek were $10,000 over
the budgeted amount. Reserves are now down to $25,000. Walker Creek Ranch does not require a
large deposit in advance; other possible sites do. Typically there is a $30,000 deposit. Therefore we
need to build up our reserves.
3. The budgeted Income for the year consisted of monthly meeting contributions of $146,000 and
$20,000 to come from the reserves. The actual income of $126,000 required no drawdown from
reserves.
4. The total expenses of the annual session were budgeted for $146,000 with the actual expenses of
$132,000. So we added around $2,000 to reserves.
5. A Friend asked what constituted the $10,000 increase in Walker Creek Ranch facility charges? The
Treasurer replied that the budgeted facility fees were based on July 1 2013 rates and that the fees
went up July 1, 2014. This year we have confirmation of the fee schedule on which we will be
charged.
6. The clerk of the Finance Committee reported that they had met and reviewed the Treasurer’s Report
and accepted it.

7. MINUTE RC 2015.01: The Treasurer’s Report on both the General and Annual Session
accounts for the year ending September 30, 2014 was accepted.
The Treasurer urged all present to fill out the sign-up sheet reporting travel costs to RepCom. One
can make this cost a donation to the Yearly Meeting on the form.
We went into a period of worship.
H. Finance Committee - Budget: Stratton C. Jaquette (Palo Alto), Clerk of Finance Committee, summarized
the written report. Three augmentation requests were made:
2
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1. The Unity With Nature Committee requested that line item 5286, travel for Quaker Earthcare
Witness, be increased by $1,400, to a total of $3,400 because there are now two delegates from PYM
to QEW, and the organization meets twice a year. Finance Committee recommended that RepCom
approve a $750 augmentation to line 5286. This will fund one delegate to attend the second QEW
meeting in this fiscal year. Considerable discussion ensued. The Earthcare delegates presented
explanations of the request for increased funding. A suggestion was made for an increase by $1000
and not reducing the number of representatives. The possibility of fundraising to make up the
difference was suggested. The Finance Committee Clerk noted that this request is augmenting the
current year’s budget. From the floor comments were made pertaining to budget, one versus two
delegates, clarifying the number of meetings, supplementary fundraising, redefining PYM policy,
and how to make this decision.

2. MINUTE RC 2015.02 The augmentation of $750 to line 5286 for travel was approved.
3. An Ad Hoc Committee from UwN and Finance was asked to come back later today with a
recommendation about moving funds from the UwN committee budget to line item 5286 of the
budget for the Earthcare Witness travel.
4. The Latin American Concerns Committee requested a $250 augmentation to their budget to cover
frequent conference calls. Finance Committee recommended that RepCom approve a $250
augmentation to line item 5238.
5. MINUTE RC 2015.03 The augmentation of $250 to line item 5238 to cover conference calls
was approved without discussion.
6. Nominating Committee appeared to need more meetings than usual this year due to seeking a new
Presiding Clerk. Nominating Committee agreed, and the Finance Committee recommended that
RepCom approve a $500 augmentation to the General budget line item 5229.
7. MINUTE RC 2015.04 The augmentation of $500 to line item 5229 for Nominating Committee
expenses was approved without discussion.
8. PYM Summer Session 2015 Budget and Fee Schedule. The 2014 budgeted and actual expenses
were described. The proposed budget for the ’15 Annual Session was presented. Walker Creek
Ranch charges for 2015 are 4% more than last year. The proposed budget for 2015 summer sessions
is designed to break even. The list of fees for annual session were read. The fees are roughly 15%
above last year. If operations go forward as planned, there will be a $5K deficit. The choices made in
this planning were intended to avoid even further increasing fees. Program committees are asked to
keep within their budgets this summer, and be conservative in expenses. Suggestions were made for
a sliding scale for some day rates, to encourage more local attendance. The Clerk of Finance
Committee explained the reasons for the fees as published in the written report. The contract with
Walker Creek Ranch specifies a guarantee of at least 140 campers and 140 other attenders. Eric
Moon was able to get that changed to 100 campers, as there have been fewer than 140 campers each
year.
9. MINUTE RC 2015.05 The budget and fee schedule were approved as presented.
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I. Unity with Nature Committee: Committee co-clerk Catya de Neergaard (Strawberry Creek) reported that
Quaker Earthcare Witness, Friends Committee on National Legislation, and the Quaker United Nations
Office (New York) have issued a call Facing the Challenge of Climate Change: A Shared Statement by
Quaker Groups which many Friends’ bodies have signed. She encouraged Monthly Meetings and the Yearly
Meeting to consider signing.
1. The committee co-clerk Muriel Strand (Sacramento) reported that the committee would like to have
attenders be asked for voluntary carbon tax.
2. MINUTE RC 2015.06: We approved inserting a link on the registration site to encourage a
payment of a voluntary carbon tax that would go to the committee’s Unity with Nature Project
Fund.
3. All present were encouraged to start now to form carpools for this summer’s session.
4. The Committee would like to offer one simple meal at Yearly Meeting with the savings from that
meal going to a homeless shelter, if this can be arranged with Walker Creek Ranch. Several others
suggested formats for presenting the lesson of a simple meal. Because of concerns about added meal
costs from Walker Creek Ranch, we were unable to move forward on this concern.
5. The Unity with Nature Committee is fund raising for the United with Nature Project Fund.
Donations may be sent to the Treasurer with that Fund’s name in the memo line.
6. The UwN Committee’s report and additional documents are posted on the PYM website.
J. Youth Programs Coordinating Committee (YPCC) & Coordinator (YPC) report:
Alyssa Nelson (Davis), Mary Klein (Palo Alto), Steve Leeds (San Francisco), and Jim
Summers (La Jolla) presented the report.
1. The operations of the committee were briefly described; they include considerable interactions with
other committees. The committee provides support for Alyssa Nelson, Youth Program Coordinator,
so she can be a resource for meetings and individuals, and help with rising needs. A process is
being developed for a performance review for the YPC position. Questions about this
process should be directed to Steve Leeds.
2. Youth Programs Fund: The revenue and disbursements from the Bob Vogel Endowment were
described. Grant requests have been turned around in one month. No requests were received in
December. Mary and Alyssa will be available at lunch to talk with anyone about concerns and
possible applications.
3. Alyssa maintains a current calendar of events that are of interest to youth at
http://www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/youth/. She has recently developed an
online table-style view of this calendar in addition to the list-style calendar she
emails out along with the occasional epistles to all Monthly Meetings and
Worship Groups in PYM.
4. Upcoming events pertaining to youth are:
a. Spring Camp for high-schoolers at Quaker Oaks Farm with the
Wukchumni Tribe, March 31- April 4. Focus is on California Indians and
restorative justice. For more information, contact Melissa Lovett-Adair,
Central Coast Meeting.
b. Adult Allies to Youth Workshops: 1) at Orange Grove Meeting, April 18,
10AM-5PM, and 2) at Friends House in Santa Rosa, May 2, 10AM-5PM.
Contact Alyssa Nelson for more information.
c. Two interest groups pertaining to youth are planned for Annual Sessions. One will be
about the youth programs fund and general youth activities. The Committee wants all to
understand the application process, and the funding and nurturing of our youth programs.
The other interest group will be a co-presentation with the Youth Programs Committee, the
4
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Wukchumni tribal representatives and the Quaker Oaks Farm representatives about
restorative justice and working together in developing relationship with the land.
K. Young Adult Friends: YAF Co-Clerks Elena Anderson-Williams (San Jose) and Kylin Navarro (Berkeley)
presented the report, noting that the recent establishment of the Committee on Institutional Memory has
been helpful. Today Young Adult Friends spent a portion of the morning with Junior Yearly Meeting. They
also planned for the upcoming March Alternatives to Violence Program Basics workshop at Berkeley
Friends Meeting, and for pre-Annual Session meetings with special guests, keynote speaker Lloyd Lee
Wilson (North Carolina Yearly Meeting, Conservative) and Paula Palmer of Boulder Monthly Meeting
(Towards a Right Relationship with America’s Native Peoples). The pre-session is open to all.
L. Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on OPYM Financial Allocations to Friends’ Organizations: Bronwen
Hillman (Mexico City), Clerk of the Ad Hoc Committee, presented the report. She described the process
they have gone through, as requested in the ‘14 Annual Session. The group adapted its recommendations
from past guidelines, to clarify the present proposed guidelines. The priorities were listed which are also in
the written report. A request was made to approve the guidelines.
1. MINUTE RC 2015.07 The guidelines of the Ad Hoc Committee were approved.
2. Considerable strongly felt discussion followed the report of the specific proposal for financial
allocations. A number of suggestions were made regarding specific amounts to be donated.
Questions were asked about why certain amounts were lower or higher than previously and how a
new organization would get itself onto this list. This is explained in the guidelines.
3. A question was asked about the amount allocated for Casa de Los Amigos and how the Casa is
funded. Nick Wright (Mexico City) explained the sources of funding. The last page of the report
shows a complete list of organizations with comparisons.
4. Various general and specific proposals were made and discussed. It was noted that the fiscal year
ends on September 30th so donations could still be made after Annual Session. Several comments
were made about placing trust in a committee’s work.
5. MINUTE RC 2015.08 Approval was reached to give the recommendations from the ad hoc
committee on financial allocations to the Finance Committee for discernment, with the advice
to allocate funds back to QUNO. Finance Committee was advised to bring back the revised list
of allocation to Annual Session 2015 for approval by the larger body.
6. The Presiding Clerk observed that the Ad Hoc Committee on Pacific Yearly Meeting Financial
Allocations to Friends Organizations, having completed its work, is laid down.
M. Peace and Social Order Committee: Clerk Anthony Manousos reported that Psalm 85 called to him from
things said during these sessions: “When love and truth have met each other, when justice and peace have
kissed, faithfulness springs up from the earth, and righteousness smiles down from the heavens.” The
Committee has an electronic listserve with about 70 Friends, sends out periodic notices, and holds monthly
calls with 6-7 Friends. Anthony invited Friends to join the listserve. P&SO will sponsor the following
Interest Groups for the annual session:
1. A Quaker response to the increased migration of Latin American children and families. Jointly
sponsored with Latin American Concerns. (Four monthly meetings have passed minutes around this
concern.)
2. Mass Incarceration and Restorative Justice, an AFSC interest group convened by Laura Magnani
and her colleague, Jerry Elster, a formerly incarcerated man who has become AFSC’s healing justice
coordinator.
5
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3. Stopping Lethal Drone Warfare, on action suggestions for implementing the Yearly Meeting
“weaponized drone minute.” This minute draws upon the Princeton Theological Seminary lethal
drone warfare conference.
4. Friends Peace Teams, offered by Gay Howard.
5. In addition, there may be an affinity group or Interest Group on homelessness.
6. Transformative Friends will again happen. Possible presenters are encouraged to contact Anthony.
One session will be on John and Alice Way.
N. Latin American Concerns: Donna Higgins Smith (Redwood Forest) presented the report, including a brief
history of the LAC committee formation. The committee’s purpose is to support—not replace—spirit-led
projects initiated by meetings and individuals, and to disseminate information and concerns about programs
in Latin America. The Director of the Guatemala Program, Miguel Costop, will be facilitating an Interest
Group at Annual Session on Quakerism and Mayan spirituality.
1. Last summer the formation of Child Refugee and Migration subcommittee arose out of an affinity
group on refugee children. Lynnette Arnold (Santa Barbara) and Laura Kohl (La Jolla) presented the
subcommittee report. They described the basis of this interest and concern. This group has produced
a Leading Statement, Mission Statement and a Resources List which are on the PYM website. Also
on the website are four Meeting minutes pertaining to refugee children and families and a letter to
monthly meetings encouraging them to develop their own minutes. The Child Refugee subcommittee
meets on alternate Thursdays. Persons with like interests are encouraged to join the subcommittee.
An Annual Session interest group on Child Refugees and Migration is being requested with Peace
and Social Order Committee and LACC as co-sponsors. Redwood Forest has its own child refugee
subcommittee and have been active doing direct action. There have also been interfaith vigils in
Santa Barbara and because of those experiences Unitarians are now reaching out to Quakers.
2. Summaries of the LACC programs are contained in the full written report posted on the website.
Those programs are Casa de Los Amigos, El Salvador Projects of Palo Alto Meeting, and Guatemala
Friends Scholarship Program.
O. Site Committee: Clerk Patricia Smith (Claremont) reported that members of the Sites committee have
visited several sites, and searched many more online in both Northern and Southern California. Walker
Creek is still the least expensive and one of the few where we would be the only group present during the
session. The committee has made a decision that Walker Creek Ranch will continue to be the site for
Annual Session for the foreseeable future. The Site Committee makes the recommendation that longdistance travelers get a discount on registration and that those in the South consider reserving buses for
travel up North. The current Registrar noted that accessibility concerns have surfaced at Walker Creek;
these will need to be addressed. Another Friend noted that registrations numbers tend to decline over time
at a familiar site. Therefore Friends need to be more proactive in encouraging Meeting members to attend.
The Presiding Clerk reported that our preferred time for Annual Session of late July/early is not available at
WCR, since other groups at WCR have held those dates for longer periods.
P. Ministry and Oversight: Bronwen Hillman (Mexico City), Clerk of PYM M&O, presented the report. The
written report covers most of their activities. The following topics were discussed:
1. The draft schedule for Annual Session was offered with the request to take them back to monthly
meetings for review. Various suggestions were made, including inserting or posting locations, an
hour of free time each day, possibly for intergenerational activities. A suggestion was made to tackle
one problematic issue for Annual Session each year. In response to the suggestion of creating a
welcoming committee for Annual Session, Bronwen reported that a buddy system is in place; it has
been in operation for two years, and is continuing.
2. MINUTE RC 2015.09 The draft Annual Session schedule was approved as presented.
6
PYM-RC-2018 Minutes Packet - p. 9

3. Racial Justice subcommittee: Co-Clerks Diego Navarro (Santa Cruz) and Sandy Kewman (Grass
Valley) presented the report. They described how the committee was formed, the history of its
activities, and some of its educational foci.
4. In addition to developing an interest group for Annual Session, the
subcommittee seeks funding to purchase Shakti Butler’s “Breaking the Codes”
film, including the rights to stream it. Doing so would allow it to be used on
multiple sites. The subcommittee also intends to purchase the workbook for the
film and make it available for all Meetings in PYM.
5. M&O raised concerns about the dwindling numbers to the Annual Session. A proposal was made to
change the configuration of PYM’s Annual Session schedule, to address the needs of families and
the rising costs. Three configurations were provided in the report for consideration, not ffor ‘15, but
for possible use in 2016 and 2017. JYM representatives spoke to keeping a long Annual Session or
making it even longer. They treasure the relationships and spiritual sustenance forged within Annual
Session and want to allow the opportunity for more, not less. Reps were asked to bring this concern
to monthly meetings prior to Annual Session and get feedback about preferences and obstacles to
attending. M&O will take comments and rework the proposed configuration prior to Annual
Session.
6. The Clerk of M&O vigorously thanked RepCom for the community building dinner and meeting on
Friday night before this day’s business.
Q. Registrars’ Report: Sarah Tyrell (Berkeley) and Joyce Samati (Strawberry Creek) noted that the report
was posted on the Yearly Meeting website. A contract has been signed between Berkeley Friends Meeting
and the Yearly Meeting to provide registration services. The registrars are glad to be working again this
year with Brylie Oxley, PYM Webmaster, to provide on-line registration.
1. Registration is scheduled to begin on April 1. May 18th is the deadline for an early registration
discount; June 8th is the last day to receive a full refund, and to avoid incurring late fees. M&O will
provide information about applications for attendance assistance, and asked that Reps encourage
Friends in their Meeting or Worship Group to plan to attend the PYM Annual Session July 13 – 18,
2015. It is important to note the deadlines, and register early to receive the discount.
2. March 25th is the deadline to submit materials that will be useful to Friends making plans and
registering to attend the Annual Session. We will also accept materials to be included as part of the
registration confirmation packets.
3. We paused for time in worship
R. Nominating and Naming Committees:
1. Elaine Emily (Strawberry Creek) presented the second reading of the Nominating Committee report.
2. MINUTE RC 2015.10 Representative Committee approve Rick Altherr (San Jose) as Junior
Arrangements, whose term now runs through 2016; and Senior Arrangements Clerk Eric
Moon (Berkeley), whose term now ends in 2015. Joyce Pointe (Apple Seed) is approved as a
member of Unity with Nature Committee (term ending 2016).
3. MINUTE RC 2015.11 Representative Committee approves the Naming Committee of Sarah
Tyrell (Berkeley), Patricia Smith (Claremont), and Linda Rowell (Chico), with Alvaro
Alvarado (Sacramento) as the alternate.
S. Clerk’s comments on Annual Session Guests: The Clerk has invited more guests (three) than can be
covered by the current budget for the Clerk’s Discretionary Fund. Paula Palmer is a released Friend from
Boulder Meeting who reportedly presents a dynamic workshop. The Keynote Speaker will be Lloyd Lee
7
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Wilson (North Carolina Yearly Meeting, Conservative), and we will also host Jose Aguto, FCNL’s
environment staff person. If you are called to make a donation for these guests’ expenses, this may done by
making out checks to Pacific Yearly Meeting with “Clerk’s Discretionary Fund” in the memo line and
sending it to Roy Allen, PYM Treasurer, 580 Tamarack Drive, San Rafael, CA 94903.
T. JYM Check-In found JYM still on their walk.
U. AD Hoc Committee on Funding for Unity with Nature Committee: Muriel Strand (Sacramento) reported
that the ad hoc committee (representatives from Unity with Nature Committee and Finance Committee) met
and recommended reducing by $450 (to $550) the Unity with Nature Committee expense budget (Line
5235) and increasing the QEW Representatives travel budget (Line 5286) by an additional $450, bringing it
to $2,200.
1. MINUTE RC 2015.12 Representative Committee approved reducing by $450 (to $550) the
Unity with Nature Committee expense budget (Line 5235), and increasing the QEW
Representatives travel budget (Line 5286) by an additional $450, bringing it to $2,200.
V. We entered into a period of worship prior to the reading of the minutes.
W. Hearing and approval of Minutes: The minutes were read, corrected, and approved.
Respectfully,
Stephen McNeil (Strawberry Creek) and Leslie Zondervan-Droz (Humboldt), Co-Recording Clerks.
Steve Smith (Claremont), Presiding Clerk.
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Dear Friends worldwide,
The Statement below was developed by Quaker Earthcare Witness, the Quaker
United Nations Office, and Friends Committee on National Legislation for their
joint presence at events during the UN Climate Summit in September 2014.
A number of fellow Quaker organizations wished to add their name, including
FWCC which sent the Statement out to Quaker communities worldwide. As a
result we continue to receive signatures, which we add to the Statement,
uploading the most recent versions onto the QEW and QUNO websites.
Three concerns have arisen in this process. Some meetings have asked us to
give the Statement longer life by making it non-date specific, so that it can
continue to be seen as relevant. Others encouraged language that was less
anthropocentric. Still others felt that to be truthful we should more strongly
acknowledge the grave dangers we face from climate change.
We have attempted to do this, while holding to the core message that Quaker
organizations and Meetings have already upheld and signed.
If you wish to add your Meeting to this Statement, please contact Lindsey Cook
as suggested at the end of the Statement.
If you do not wish to sign, but wish to use this material as a base for a Meetingspecific Statement, you are most welcome, but please take off the signatures.
In peace and with gratitude,
QEW, QUNO and FCNL
January 2015
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Facing the Challenge of Climate Change
A shared statement by Quaker groups
January 2015
“It would go a long way to caution and direct people in their use of the world, that they
were better studied and knowing in the Creation of it. For how could [they] find the
confidence to abuse it, while they should see the great Creator stare them in the face, in
all and every part of it?”
William Penn, 1693
As Quakers, we are called to work for the peaceable Kingdom of God on the whole Earth, in
right sharing with all peoples.1 We recognize a moral duty to cherish Creation for future
generations.

We call on our leaders to make the radical decisions needed to create a fair, sufficient and
effective international climate change agreement.

As Quakers, we understand anthropogenic climate change (climate change due to human
activities) to be a symptom of a greater challenge: how to live sustainably and justly on this
Earth.

We recognize that the current rise of greenhouse gas emissions is leading to an unprecedented
rate of increase in global average surface temperature of extreme detriment to the Earth’s
ecosystems and species, including human beings.

We recognize that catastrophic global climate change is not inevitable if we choose to act
urgently.

We recognize a personal and collective responsibility to ensure that the poorest and most
vulnerable peoples now, and all our future generations, do not suffer as a consequence of our
actions. We see this as a call to conscience.

We recognize the connections between climate change and global economic injustice as well
as unprecedented levels of consumption, and question assumptions of unlimited material
growth on a planet with limited natural resources.

1 Kabarak Call to Peace and Eco-Justice, 2012, p. 1

PYM-RC-2018 Minutes Packet - p. 13

We recognize that most greenhouse gas emissions are created by fossil fuel combustion. We
recognize that our increasing population continues to pursue fossil fuel-dependent economic
growth. We recognize that the Earth holds more fossil fuel reserves than are safe to burn, and
that the vast majority of fossil fuel reserves must remain in the ground if we are to prevent the
catastrophic consequences of climate change. We therefore question profoundly the
continued investment in, and subsidizing of, fossil fuel extraction.

We seek to nurture a global human society that prioritizes the well-being of people over
profit, and lives in right relationship with our Earth; a peaceful world with fulfilling
employment, clean air and water, renewable energy, and healthy thriving communities and
ecosystems.

As members of this beautiful human family, we seek meaningful commitments from our
leaders and ourselves, to address climate change for our shared future, the Earth and all
species, and the generations to come. We see this Earth as a stunning gift that supports life.
It is our only home. Let us care for it together.

Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW)
Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO)
Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL)
Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC)
Westtown Monthly Meeting, Pennsylvania, USA
Quaker Council for European Affairs (QCEA)
American Friends Service Committee (AFSC)
Princeton Friends Meeting, New Jersey, USA
Canadian Friends Service Committee (CFSC)
Northampton Friends Meeting, MA, USA
Sacramento Friends Meeting, CA, USA
Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre, UK
Trenton Meeting of Friends, NJ, USA
Cookeville Monthly Meeting, USA
FWCC- Asia West Pacific Section
Quakers in Aotearoa New Zealand
Croton Valley Meeting, NY, USA
Newtown Monthly Meeting, USA
New York Yearly Meeting, USA
Memphis Friends Meeting, USA
Miami Friends Meeting, USA
Netherlands Yearly Meeting
Quakers in Australia
EcoQuakers Ireland
Living Witness, UK
Quakers in Britain
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Please contact Lindsey Cook at lfcook@quno.ch if you need more information, or wish to
add your Quaker group.
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Discipline Committee-Report to Representative Committee 2nd Month, 2015
Discipline has begun its task of a revision of our current Faith and Practice. To date we
have gathered for two face to face meetings and one conference call. Our next meeting is
planned for late this Spring and we plan to try utilizing the video conferencing software the
Western Friend has acquired, to see how this newer technology can help us further our work, and
still shrink the size of our carbon footprint. We began by asking one another how we envision a
new edition of our book of discipline will look in 5 years. At our first meeting we became clear
we need to start a dialogue within this Yearly Meeting, both with the Monthly Meetings as well
as individuals, how they use the current Faith and Practice (or not); what within the current
Discipline speaks to them and what does not. He have written a group of initial queries to the
Monthly Meetings, to Junior Yearly Meeting and to Young Adult Friends, asking them to respond
to us with their initial thoughts, asking them to respond to our committee by the end of April
which we expect will help us in our work. (see attached letters) . To date, we have received
thoughtful responses from San Diego and La Jolla MM, and several others Meetings have
indicated they’re in the process of preparing a response to us. We have also recently received
thoughtful from two individuals with their thoughts.
Our committee sees this as the beginning of a dialogue, not the sole opportunity for input.
We already have more questions to pose to the Meetings, but are loath to do so just yet, as so
many have not yet had the time to season and respond to our first queries. We are balancing our
need for input, & our whole community’s need for transparency in this revision process, along
with the desire we have heard voiced that this revision considerably less than the decade the last
revision took, & not wanting to be experienced as an undue burden by the Monthly Meetings.
We have at our most recent committee meeting divided the responsibility for primary contact
with each of the Monthly Meetings within PYM. In the months ahead, sometime in the months
ahead the clerks of each Meeting will hear from one of our committee members, an effort to
further communication in this revision process.
We have formulated a 6 month timeline for our initial work, and as individuals have
divided some of the responsibilities for drafting sections of the discipline where clear updates
need to be made, for the whole committee to season. We are still in the process of crafting a
further 5 year timeline for how we will proceed.
Today we bring you word on our proposed interest group our committee plans to hold at
the next annual session, on membership: What does it mean to be a Quaker? We plan to present
a brief history of membership followed by worship-sharing and discussion, in the hopes of
helping Discipline committee clarify what the PYM community believes on this subject, as we
begin to revise Faith and Practice.
One final note from your Discipline Committee’s clerk – in our early deliberations, it has
become quite clear to this Friend, the various connotations our words can have, are often
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connotations other individuals may not share. In revising our Discipline, we will need to labor
tenderly with one another, listening with an open heart as we choose the words, the terms, las
palabras y los dichos that convey to all the spirit of our Quaker thought and practice.
Respectfully submitted,
DJ Bloom, Clerk of Discipline
.
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13 November 2014
To: Clerks of Monthly and Preparative Meetings, and Conveners of Worship Groups in
PYM
CC: Meeting Representatives to PYM
From: Pacific YM Discipline Committee
Dear Friends All,
At our 2014 Annual Session of Pacific Yearly Meeting, unity was reached to
begin the next revision of PYM’s book of discipline, Faith and Practice. As we begin
our work, Discipline Committee feels clear that input will be crucial from all corners
of our Yearly Meeting. We appreciate Delta Meeting for taking the initiative to send
us its review of the current Advices and Queries. We’re aware Apple Seed Meeting is
engaged in its own study, reviewing and discussing a section of the book each
month. We urge all Meetings and individuals throughout PYM to review our book of
discipline and to respond to Discipline Committee with the results of your
considerations. We are also contacting the PYM Young Adult Friends and Junior Yearly
Meeting groups to get their input, and we hope your Meeting’s discernment will
include your full range of Friends as well.
At this particular time, we begin by posing the following specific questions
and ask for responses by April 30, 2015. We realize your study of the entire book
will likely be a long process, therefore Discipline Committee’s communications and
requests for input will be ongoing. We understand that unity is achieved in its own
time frame; we’re also are very tender to the concern that this revision should take
less than the decade the last one took.
1) How does your Meeting utilize Faith and Practice?
2) Unity – What are the nuts and bolts of how your Meeting reaches unity in
your business process? What is the role of your committees in the
process? How does this compare to what is currently written in Faith and
Practice?
3) Where does your Meeting have difficulty with the current Faith and
Practice? Where does your meeting have comfort with the current Faith
and Practice?
We request that responses come back either by hard copy or by email with an
attached a word document, sent to the Clerk of Discipline Committee, DJ Bloom.
When you send us your response, please include this information as well:
o
o
o

What process did you use to answer these queries?
How many Friends from your Meeting were involved in this process?
Please include the ages or range of ages of the Friends involved.
Do you have suggestions on how Discipline Committee can garner input
from Friends in PYM throughout this revision?

Yours in the Light,
DJ Bloom, Clerk of PYM Discipline Committee
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snmnbear@sonic.net
18602 Old Monte Rio Rd
Guerneville, CA 95404
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13 November 2014
To: Clerks of PYM Young Adult Friends (YAFs) and Junior Yearly Meeting (JYM)
From: Pacific YM Discipline Committee
Dear Friends All,
At our 2014 Annual Session of Pacific Yearly Meeting, unity was reached to
begin the next revision of PYM’s book of discipline, Faith and Practice. As we begin
our work, Discipline Committee feels clear that input will be crucial from all corners
of our Yearly Meeting. We are urging Friends throughout PYM to review our book of
discipline and to respond to Discipline Committee with the results of your
considerations. We have sent such a request to Clerks and Reps of Monthly
Meetings, Preparative Meetings, and Worship Groups, and we hope that young
Friends who are associated with local Meetings in PYM will participate in that
discernment. We also are asking you to provide input from the perspectives of the
YAF and JYM communities.
At this particular time, we begin by posing the following specific questions
and ask for responses by April 30, 2015. We realize your groups may not be able to
meet as a whole by that time and that study of the entire book will likely be a long
process, so please at least send us a preliminary response by April 30 th and let us
know how best to continue to get input from you. Discipline Committee’s
communications and requests for input will be ongoing. We understand that unity is
achieved in its own time frame; we’re also are very tender to the concern that this
revision should take less than the decade the last one took.
1) How does your group utilize Faith and Practice?
2) Unity – What are the nuts and bolts of how your group reaches unity in
your business process? What is the role of your committees in the
process? How does this compare to what is currently written in Faith and
Practice?
3) Where does your group have difficulty with the current Faith and Practice?
Where does your group have comfort with the current Faith and Practice?
4) Please give us preliminary feedback on the accuracy of the current
descriptions of your JYM and YAF groups (pp 170-171) in the section,
“Activities and Organization of The Yearly Meeting.”
We request that responses come back either by hard copy or by email with an
attached a word document, sent to the Clerk of Discipline Committee, DJ Bloom.
When you send us your response, please include this information as well:
o What process did you use to answer these queries?
o How many Friends were involved in this process? Please include the ages
or range of ages of the Friends involved.
o Do you have suggestions on how Discipline Committee can garner input
from Friends in PYM throughout this revision?
Yours in the Light,
DJ Bloom, Clerk of PYM Discipline Committee
snmnbear@sonic.net
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18602 Old Monte Rio Rd
Guerneville, CA 95404
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PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING FINANCE COMMITTEE

Pacific Yearly Meeting Finance Committee
Report To PYM Representative Committee
February 28, 2015

Finance Committee met on Valentine’s Day and brings several
recommendations for action by Representative Committee.
At our meeting, we reviewed the Treasurer’s reports and found them to be
helpful and satisfactory; the committee approved that them for presentation to
RepCom as written. We were a bit disturbed that the Sessions budget ran a deficit last
year, but in our analysis preparing for 2015, we believe we discovered that the
approach taken in the past probably did not account for all costs and income
appropriately. We hope we have corrected that.
We reviewed and made decisions based on financial requests we received from
committees, etc.; we acted on (nearly) all of those requiring action by RepCom.
We greatly appreciated that the Registrars were able to meet with us and
provide data and guidance on how things have gone in recent years. We also are
grateful for the help our Arrangements Clerk gave us in verifying the cost estimate
from Walker Creek Ranch for 2015, discovering, in the process, that their rates will go
up another 4% for our 2015 gathering over what we used in out budget development.
Still, it is better to be informed than to be blind-sided.
Augmentation Requests:
The Unity With Nature Committee requested that line 5286 (Travel for Quaker Earthcare
Witness) budget be increased by $1,400, to a total of $3,400 because there are now two delegates
from PYM to QEW, and the organizations meets twice a year. (note that the two delegates spent
and were reimbursed in an amount approximately twice the existing annual budget because the
Presiding Clerk offered his the Clerk’s Travel & Discretionary budget). Finance Committee
recommends that RepCom approve a $750 augmentation to line 5286 (now $1,000; proposed to
be $1,750). This will fund one delegate to attend the second QEW meeting in this fiscal year.
With respect to future years, Finance Committee strongly recommends that PYM appoint only
one delegate to QEW each year, in light of QEW’s practice of holding two meetings annually and
PYM’s limited financial resources.
The Latin American Concerns Committee requested a $250 augmentation to their budget to
cover frequent conference calls. Finance Committee recommends that RepCom approve a $250
augmentation to line 5238 (now $50; proposed to be $300).
Nominating Committee appeared to need more meetings than usual this year due to seeking a
new Presiding Clerk.. Nominating Committee agreed, and the Finance Committee recommends that
RepCom approve a $500 augmentation to General budget line 5229 Nominating Committee (now
$2,000; proposed to be $2,500).
Additional Recommendation:
We discussed the financial impact of the Yearly Meeting’s practice of appointing multiple
delegates or representatives to several Quaker organizations, particularly in light of the principle
that travel of delegates to such organizations should be fully funded, something Finance Committee
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PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT TO REPRESENTATIVE COMMITTEE 2015

proposed several years ago. The Finance Committee strongly recommends that Yearly Meeting
appoint no more than three representatives to the governing bodies of any Quaker organization,
and, if so, PYM should budget travel expenses accordingly. Such a policy would reduce our
number of appointments to AFSC, FCNL William Penn House, and FWCC. This would not
affect the number of representatives to FWCC Triennials or gatherings that replace the Triennials,
because these are not annual events and attendance at those events is not in the nature of
governance.
PYM Summer Session 2015 Budget and Fee Schedule:
Ed Flower, Joyce Samati, and Sarah Tyrrell were indispensable in helping the
committee arrive and recommendations that the committee is reasonably
comfortable with.
Our estimated costs for 2015 are based on last year’s pattern and number of
persons attending PYM, suing budgets for activities in line with last year’s experience
with adjustments for requests, and Walker Creek Ranch’s estimate of what the bill fro
use of the facilities would be using their newer 2014-2015 rates. We subsequently
received a close estimate of how much Walker Creek Ranch’s rates will go u for this
coming PYM, which happens after July 1, 2015 (rates are set by school district fiscal
year, July 1 through June 30).
Finance Committee proposes the following budget (last column) for our
forthcoming PYM sessions in July 2015:
PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2015 SESSIONS
Last Year (2014)
Budget
Actual

Proposed 2015

Income
6110 – Miscellaneous Contributions
6111 – Registration fees for Session
6112 – Fees from Session accounts
6113 – Fees from General accounts
6116 – Contributions to Annual Session
TOTAL INCOME

0
96,330
8,000
7,000
220
$111,550

325
88,925
7,936
10,144
1,259
$105,268

0
109,150
8,000
10,000
1,000
128,150

Expense
6220 – Registrar’s expenses
6221 – Secretariat’s expenses
6222 – Arrangements Clerk expenses
6223 – Children’s program
6224 – Cost of Facilities
6225 – Junior Yearly Meeting
6226 – Young Adult Friends
6227 – Breakage
6228 – Clerk’s invited guests
6229 – Insurance
6232 – Bank fees
6233 – Miscellaneous
6234 – Fee for registration services
6235 – Contingency expenses
TOTAL EXPENSE

200
1,000
500
12,500
80,000
5,000
200
100
1500
500
50
0
3,000
7,000
$111,550

0
0
319
8,875
90,635
4,124
0
0
1,455
340
0
0
3,000
262
$109,009

200
700
500
10,000
103,000
5,000
200
100
3,000
400
50
0
3,000
2,000
128,150

2
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PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT TO REPRESENTATIVE COMMITTEE 2015

From this budget and attendance as we experienced last summer, Finance
Committee proposes the following schedule of fees for those attending PYM this
summer, noting that there is an increase in all fees so that PYM Sessions might
remain solvent for next year:

ATTENDERS’ FEE SCHEDULE FOR 2015 (PROPOSED):
Meeting for Memorials
Adult, dorm, week
Adult, dorm, day
Adult, semi-private, week
Adult, semi—private, day
Adult, camping, week
Adult, camping, day
Youth, family dorm, week
Youth, family dorm, day
Youth, semi-private, week
Youth, semi-private, day
Youth, camping, week
Youth, camping, day
YAF or JYM, week
YAF or JYM, day
Child, dorm, week
Child, dorm, day
Child, semi-private, week
Child, semi-private, day
Child, camping, week
Child, camping, day
Day attender, adult
Day attender, youth
Day attender, child

0
595
130
795
165
480
110
300
75
345
75
300
60
295
60
185
45
300
65
140
35
65
55
25

Stratton C. Jaquette
Clerk
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Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Pacific Yearly Meeting
Financial Allocations to Friends Organizations
1. Task of this ad hoc committee
By AS Minute 2014-05, Finance and Ministry & Oversight Committees were asked to form an ad hoc
committee to recommend guidelines for determining allocation of donations to Friends organizations.
The ad hoc committee was also asked to bring recommendations for Support of Friends Organizations
expenditures for the 2014-2015 budget year to the 2015 Representative Committee meeting.
The purpose of the guidelines we have developed is to inform the PYM committee(s) tasked with
recommending allocations. These guidelines are also offered to assist organizations in formulating
requests, noting that there is currently no clear procedure on how requests should be submitted.
2. Background
The ad hoc committee noted that the concern regarding financial contributions to other organizations
has arisen periodically in the life of our Yearly Meeting. We considered this history with particular
attention to the minutes approved in 1980 and 1999. Excerpts from relevant prior PYM minutes are
attached.
3. Summary of the issues as determined and discussed by the ad hoc committee
a) Should PYM continue to contribute to other organizations?
Although there is no clear unity within the Yearly Meeting, the ad hoc committee has based its
discernment on the answer to this question being “yes”.
b) Outreach Budget
The current budget of $9,000 for allocations to Friends Organizations comes to nearly $7 per PYM
member, (or 12% of the assessment, excluding Youth Program expenses). We note that
contributions to Friends Organizations could be left to Quarterly or Monthly Meetings, or to
individuals or to some new funding process or mechanism – thus lowering assessments. PYM may
wish to revisit the question of whether to allocate a portion of the annual assessments to outreach.
c) Terminology
The ad hoc committee labored with terms like ‘donation’, ‘contribution’, ‘support’, ‘fund’,
‘substantial’, ‘symbolic’, and ‘token’, among others, which invoke many different interpretations
and are often used without considered thought as to the intent behind them.
We looked at what PYM’s recent allocations mean in terms of the PYM budget and the
organization’s donation income, and noted, for example, that while our largest allocation of $2,500
for American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) is “substantial” in terms of PYM’s allocations,
for the AFSC, this is merely “symbolic”, representing less than 1/100 of 1% of their donation
income. Meanwhile, a $1,000 allocation to Friends House Moscow Support Association would
represent about 8% of that organization’s donation income.
4. Conclusions
Pacific Yearly Meeting assessments are levied in order to finance the work of PYM itself. It would then
follow that the money received from the assessments and designated for Allocations to Friends
Organizations should only be used to support organizations with which PYM is actively engaged.
Determining PYM’s engagement with an organization is subjective, though one may consider such
things as oversight by PYM committees, having PYM representatives participating in policy decisionmaking, frequent reporting to and seeking of guidance from PYM annual sessions by the organization,
among others.
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We are mindful of the powerful symbolic value that may be attached to both the giving and the
receiving of financial support from PYM. On the giving side, there is the moral satisfaction of being
associated with an organization that appears to be “doing” something, while for receiving
organizations, even modest financial support from the Yearly Meeting can be energizing and inspiring.
However, we have observed that this symbolism can also operate negatively. Friends can feel resentful
or alienated from one another when there is disagreement on which organizations are “deserving” or to
what degree, and an organization that does not receive financial support may feel neglected or undervalued. We urge that Friends acknowledge the spirit of outreach that motivates this section of the
budget, recognizing that the needs will always be far greater than the resources that PYM can
reasonably apply.
Charitable giving is a very personal and often idiosyncratic choice. The PYM allocations of support
should be kept in perspective and “caring” or “witness” should not be measured by dollars alone.
5. Recommended Guidelines
The ad hoc committee offers the following guidelines for the committee assigned the task of
recommending allocations:
i. Priority consideration for support should be given to Friends organizations of which PYM is a
member and/or to which PYM designates representatives who serve on their board. The current list
of these organizations is:
a. American Friends Service Committee (AFSC)
b. Friends World Committee on Consultation, Section of the Americas (FWCC-SoA)
c. Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL)
d. Friends Committee on Legislation of California (FCL-CA)
e. Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW)
f. William Penn House, Washington, D.C.
g. Friends Bulletin Corporation (publisher of Western Friend)
h. Friends Peace Teams
ii. Special consideration should also be given to:
a. Quaker led projects in which PYM members are currently actively engaged, especially those in
early stages.
b. Established Friends organizations that rely on Yearly Meetings for contributions.
iii. Further guidance for the committee recommending allocations:
a. A one-time gift should not necessarily mean continuing support.
b. Organizations should serve the entire Yearly Meeting, not only California.
c. Organizations under the care of a Monthly or a Quarterly Meeting should normally look there
for support rather than to the Yearly Meeting.
d. Requests should be seasoned and supported by a PYM committee.
e. Allocations should be reviewed against the guidelines periodically.
Respectfully submitted,
Bronwen Hillman (Mexico City), convener
Claire Gorfinkel (Orange Grove)
George Mills (Palo Alto)
Attachment 1. Excerpts from previous PYM Minutes.
Attachment 2. Support of Friends Organizations Comparative Table.
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Ad Hoc Committee on Pacific Yearly Meeting
Financial Allocations to Friends Organizations
Recommended Allocations of the “Support of Friends Organizations” (outreach) budget
for the 2014-2015 fiscal year
The following recommendation for allocations is not to be interpreted as considering one organization
more worthy than another or as diminishing the important, spirit-led service and work of many PYM
Friends and Friends organizations. Rather it is the result of holding each organization against the
recommended guidelines. The ad hoc committee acknowledges the good work of the organizations
PYM is unable to financially support at this time.
AFSC
FWCC-SoA
FCNL
FCL-CA
QEW
William Penn House
Western Friend (elsewhere in budget)
Friends Peace Teams (1)
Friends General Conference
QUNO-NY (2)
Right Sharing of World Resources (3)
Friends House Moscow
Casa de los Amigos
Guatemala Scholarship Program (4)
El Salvador Project (5)
Total

$2,500
$1,500
$1,500
$1,000
$500
$250
$0
$500
$0
$0
$750
$500
$0
$0
$9,000

(1) Although PYM designates a representative to the organization, Friends Peace Teams has not submitted a seasoned request for
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

allocation
QUNO-New York is a project of the American Friends Service Committee and Friends World Committee for Consultation
The organization no longer meets the guidelines for allocations
Under the care of Guatemala and Redwood Forest Monthly Meetings
Under the care of Palo Alto Monthly Meeting

Respectfully submitted,
Bronwen Hillman (Mexico City), convener
Claire Gorfinkel (Orange Grove)
George Mills (Palo Alto)
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Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Pacific Yearly Meeting Financial Allocations to Friends
Organizations
Attachment 1.
Previous Pacific Yearly Meeting Minutes regarding financial contributions to Friends organizations
considered by the ad hoc committee (excerpts)
1969-14 The criteria for allocation of funds by Pacific Yearly Meeting committees is that the activity is
clearly a project of the entire Yearly Meeting or one in which Pacific Yearly Meeting concern
predominates. It is assumed that Monthly [and] Quarterly meetings will finance their own activities
since subsidizing a local concern would be, in effect, an assessment against the entire Yearly Meeting.
1978
The [Ad Hoc Committee on Contributions and Assessments] asked the Yearly Meeting session to
respond directly to the query: Do we or do we not wish to contribute to other Friends organizations?
Comments were about equally divided between those who wished to continue financial contributions,
and those who favored leaving the responsibilities entirely with the Monthly Meetings.
RepCom 1979
. . .the Ad Hoc Committee on Assessments and Contributions . . . united in the observations that
1) There is no consensus in the Yearly Meeting to discontinue the practice of making contributions to
Friends organizations.
2) That there is much concern that we not continue making contributions pro forma, but that the
contributions budget be prepared in a way which is open to yearly evaluation.
3) That Friends' good order requires a process of seasoning -- items should not surface first on the
floor of the Yearly Meeting.
RepCom 1980
Support of Friends Organizations: Finance Committee solicited Monthly Meetings for
recommendations on disbursement of the $3,000 budgeted expense, for fiscal 1980. There was a wide
range of responses from the nineteen of thirty-six Meetings replying. In discussion Finance Committee
found the following basic principles helpful to their deliberations:
1) National groups which rely on Yearly Meetings for contributions should be supported.
2) A onetime gift should not mean continuing support.
3) Friends groups which are under the care of a Monthly or Quarterly Meeting should look there for
support.
4) A Friends group should serve the entire Yearly Meeting, not only California.
5) Gifts should be substantial, not token.
6) Proposals for contributions to a particular Friend organization should be advocated over a period
of time, rather than spontaneously made during PYM Plenary sessions.
7) The organization respond[s] to correspondence.
REP COM 89-23
Representative Committee approved the Finance Committee's proposed revisions to the fiscal year
1989 budget: ...
Some concern was voiced that contributions to Friends organizations have not been increased to offset
inflation. The Finance Committee has attempted to avoid increasing our current level of assessments,
following last year's increase from $20 to $23 per member. This year's budget increase over last year's
was only two percent. . . .
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We were reminded that our currently budgeted contributions to Friends organizations other than
FWCC are intended not as substantial gifts but as token support, a compromise between Friends who
advocate such contributions and other Friends who would prefer that no funds raised as PYM
assessments be transferred from the Yearly Meeting to other organizations.
PYM 99-4 We approved the Right Holding of Year Meeting Subcommittee’s five criteria for YM
contributions to other Friends’ organizations with the insertion of the word "normally" into criterion
#4.
CRITERIA FOR PYM CONTRIBUTIONS TO OTHER FRIENDS ORGANIZATIONS
1. Needs of Friends’ projects that grow out of PYM work should be given particular consideration,
especially in the early stages.
2. Friends’ groups which rely on Yearly Meetings for contributions and policy guidance should be
considered for support.
3. A one-time gift should not mean continuing support.
4. Friends groups under the care of a Monthly of a Quarterly Meeting should normally look there for
support rather than to the Yearly Meeting.
5. Friends groups should normally serve the entire Yearly Meeting, not only California.
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Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Pacific Yearly Meeting Financial Allocations to Friends Organizations
Attachment 2. PYM Support of Friends Organizations
Comparative Table
Type of
Service

Geographical 2013-14
2014-15
Coverage
PYM
Finance
allocation Committee
proposal

5251 - FCNL

Lobbying

USA

5252 - FCL-CA

Lobbying

California

5254 - FWCC

Friends
Umbrella
Peace
Guest House

5255 - QUNO-NY
5256 - William Penn
House
5260 - AFSC

Social
Change
5261 - Friends House Social
Moscow Supp. Assn Change
5263 - Right Sharing
of World Resources
5264 - FGC
5266 - Quaker
Earthcare Witness
Casa de los Amigos
El Salvador Project

Grows
out of
PYM
work

Under the
care of a
MM/QM or
Other
Organization

Early Relies PYM Rep on
stage on YMs Organization's
(0-10 for $
Board
yrs)

$1,000

$1,500

$4,000,000

$3,200,000

0.025%

no

no

no

no

yes

$500

$500

$1,000

$176,000

$119,000

0.284%

yes

no

no

no

yes

World

$1,500

$1,500

$1,500

$271,500

$261,000

0.552%

no

no

no

yes

yes

World

$500

$0

$0

no

FWCC/AFSC

no

no

no

Visitors to
Washington
D.C.
World

$200

$0

$250

$377,000

$55,000

0.053%

no

no

no

no

yes

$2,500

$2,500

$2,500

$28,000,000

$26,000,000

0.009%

no

no

no

no

yes

$1,000

$500

$750

$16,300

$12,800

6.135%

yes

no

no

yes

no

$800

$500

$0

$453,000

$405,000

0.177%

no

no

no

no

no

$500

$500

$500

$1,830,000

$1,030,000

0.027%

no

no

no

yes

yes

$500

$500

$500

$103,000

$80,100

0.485%

yes

no

no

Mexico

$500

$500

$162,000

$19,900

yes

no

no

no

no

El Salvador

$500

$0

$40,500

$40,500

yes

PAFM

no

no

no

Friends Peace Teams Peace

World

Guatemala Friends
Poverty
Scholarship Program

Guatemala

TOTAL PYM
SUPPORT

2013-14 PYM
allocation as
% of
Organization
income

$1,000

Russia,
Ukraine,
Georgia
Poverty
Developing
(micro-loans) World
Friends
USA +
Umbrella
Canada
Environment USA
Social
Change
Poverty

2014-15
Organization Income from
Ad Hoc
Total Income Donations &
Committee
Grants
proposal

$9,000

yes

$0

$376,000

$376,000

no

no

no

no

no

$500

$0

$137,000

$104,000

yes

GFM/RFFM

no

no

no

$9,000

$9,000
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Latin American Concerns Committee
Report to Representative Committee 2015
In 1997, PYM annual session established a standing Latin America Concerns Committee (LACC)
to gather and disseminate information to Pacific and other Yearly Meetings regarding Friends
groups and service projects in Latin America. The intention is to support rather than replace
spirit-led projects already supported by Monthly Meetings, Worship Groups and individual
Friends.
LACC has met once since last annual session. LACC, along with Peace and Social Order
Committee, encouraged the invitation of Paula Palmer of Boulder Meeting to present a
workshop at Annual Session 2015 titled Toward Right Relationship with America’s Native
Peoples. The director of the Guatemala Friends Scholarship Program, Miguel Costop, is planning
to attend this coming Annual Session. The committee has requested Interest Group time for his
presentation on Quakerism and Mayan Spirituality.
The Child Refugee and Migration subcommittee led by convener Lynnette Arnold has met 20
times since Annual Session and continues to meet regularly. We have a very dedicated group of
4 members who are on every call with another 4-5 who are generally on the calls. We also have
an email list of about 25 who are kept in the loop of our work. A Western Friend article, Leading
of the Spirit in Support of Child Refugees, was written by participants of the subcommittee. A
letter and resource packet has been developed and was distributed to all meetings in PYM
along with Minutes from four PYM monthly meetings (attached). Leading and Mission
statements were posted to the PYM web site under LACC along with the Resource List and
monthly meeting Minutes. An Annual Session Interest Group on Child Refugees and Migration
is being requested along with Peace and Social Order Committee, as co-sponsor.
CASA DE LOS AMIGOS
Casa de los Amigos has had a full and productive year of diverse peace work in Mexico City, and
has been held by our local and international community. The Casa’s Hospitality Program, which
includes our social justice oriented guesthouse, has been active as ever, all year long. Our
flourishing Migration and Economic Justice Programs are built on this fertile ground. We have
strengthened our rich partnerships with many Mexican and international organizations, and
continue to provide temporary emergency housing and daily Spanish classes to migrants and
refugees from around the world. We installed a rainwater catchment system as part of an
ongoing process of lightening the Casa’s environmental impact. This year the Casa has also
expanded opportunities to share our work and witness with our community, by coordinating
educational and awareness-building activities for many of our visiting groups. We offered a
Quaker Social Action in Mexico Learning Tour and are planning more! Above all, the Casa’s daily
life of faith, fun and good will is the Casa’s offering to the city and open to all.
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EL SALVADOR PROJECTS OF PALO ALTO MEETING
The El Salvador Projects of Palo Alto Meeting currently support 13 university students from
poor rural communities with student loans that can be repaid in cash, through community
service, or through financial support for another student. The students’ fields of study are
varied and wide-ranging, from law and medicine to art and teaching. Many students live in a
house in San Salvador that we rent in partnership with other programs that also support
university students.
Annually, our Field Director, Robert Broz, is the principal organizer of a university fair in
Suchitoto, El Salvador, that brings prospective students together with representatives of
institutions of higher learning and programs that offer financial aid.
The Projects also help to fund a few positions in rural schools that do not receive adequate
support from the government. We also help to support periodic skills workshops in rural
villages on such topics as how to build efficient and inexpensive stoves and alternatives to
violence training. We collect unneeded reading glasses in the United States and send them to El
Salvador, where they enable older people to resume work and activities that had been beyond
them due to vision loss.
The Projects are overseen by a committee of Palo Alto Meeting that supports the Field Director
in discernment and planning and raises funds, largely through newsletters that are sent to
supporters 2-3 times per year.
GUATEMALA FRIENDS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
In 2014, 20 students graduated from the Guatemala Friends Scholarship Program (known as
Progresa in Guatemala) 15 at the secondary level and5 from university. We accepted 28 new
students including 4 who are in medical school. Our total number of students for 2015 is 77
with the possibility of 1 to 3 more being added.
Last summer, a group of 20 Junior Friends from North Pacific Yearly Meeting toured around
Guatemala with our director Miguel Costop. During their travels, they met several Progresa
students and graduates. They learned first hand about the hardships Guatemalans face and
came to realize how important Progresa has been in overcoming obstacles. The sixth Teaching
English Experience was held in January with 14 North Americans teaching 14 Progresa students.
It is such a rewarding experience that half of the teachers were returnees. We are looking
forward to our Annual Student Conference in May when our students and former students
come together to learn and network.
For all the work involved, we continue to feel encouraged and blessed when we see how lives
and communities are enriched by the opportunities for social justice that education provides.
Submitted by
Donna Smith, Clerk
LACC Report - Page 2 of 3
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LACC Attachment: Letter to Monthly Meetings
Dear Monthly Meeting Clerk,
This note is from the members of the Child Refugees and Migration Subcommittee of PYM’s
Latin American Concerns Committee who have been participating in regular conference call
meetings. We formed last summer during PYM’s Annual Session, being very concerned about
the tens of thousands of unaccompanied children coming north from several countries
including Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador and Mexico in order to escape violence and
extreme poverty.
We have produced a Resources List for those interested in learning more about this situation
including notes about helpful organizations to whom to donate. You will find the resources
document attached here on the LACC page of the PYM website (link below).
So far four monthly meetings have produced minutes or advocacy letters on this issue, which
we are also attaching here for your prayerful consideration.
Both the minutes and the resources list can be found on the PYM website, where there is also a
Leading Statement which shares our spiritual motivation for this work. We hope this will
provide inspiration for further conversations on this topic. This information can all be found
here: http://www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/committee-newsletters-and-reports/latinamerican-concerns/
We encourage all monthly meetings to learn more about this issue and either as individuals or
as a meeting take your concerns to your local media, governmental representatives, or other
decision-makers. The Resources List also notes organizations that can use volunteers.
Please email us if you would like to join us or, at least, stay informed about what is needed and
what is being done by PYM meetings for these children. Feel free to email either
lynnettearnold@gmail.com (Lynnette Arnold) or Lesliezd@reninet.com Leslie Zondervan-Droz,
or reach out to any of the Friends listed below that you may happen to know.
In friendship,
Child Refugee Subcommittee
• Álvaro Alvarado
• Lynnette Arnold (convener)
• Holly Anderson
• Laura Kohl
• Maryanne Michaels
• Patricia Portillo
• Donna Smith
• Leslie Zondervan-Droz
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Ministry and Oversight Committee
Report for Representative Committee 2015
The Ministry and Oversight Committee currently consists of four Friends from Northern California, three
Friends from Southern California, and one Friend from Mexico City. The role of the committee is to help foster
the spiritual life and good order of the Yearly Meeting, by offering assistance and counsel and endeavoring to
make the annual session a fulfilling experience for all participants. Upon request, Ministry and Oversight committee

may assist any PYM committee, Meeting or individual of the Yearly Meeting. The committee also considers and reports on
any other matters brought to it by the Yearly Meeting, Representative Committee, Quarterly or outlying Meetings.

Annual Session 2015
We are reminded of our collective need to come back to the center of love from which all good work grows. The
theme of the Annual Session, knitting together our spirituality and our activism, will continue the work of
bringing us to more kindness, more patience. We will also build on last summer’s Annual Session and the energy
and enthusiasm of our younger Friends.
Our keynote speaker will be Lloyd Lee Wilson (North Carolina Yearly Meeting (Conservative)). Also joining us
at Annual Session will be Paula Palmer offering her workshop “Roots of Justice, Seeds of Change”, and Jose
Aguto, FCNL’s Legislative Secretary for Sustainable Energy and Environment.
We look forward to receiving and reviewing the State of the Meeting reports from all PYM Monthly Meetings
by early May in order to prepare and share the state of the society report at Annual Session this summer.
Listening sessions will be offered at Annual Session again this year. The purpose of these sessions is to offer a
forum for committees bringing items for the approval of the body to hear concerns and answer questions prior to
seeking approval. Essentially, these sessions are intended to help Meetings for Business run smoother.
Also returning to Annual Session this year is the Buddy program to help newcomers integrate into our
community.
The logistics for worship sharing this year will be managed on site. More details on this and the Buddy program
will be provided with the registration materials.
We will be offering the First-Time Attender discount of $40.00 (approximately 10%) off registration at Annual
Session again this year.
Quarterly Meetings
Ministry and Oversight committee is laboring with the concern that trying to maintain three levels of
organization (Monthly, Quarterly, and Yearly) is stretching our community. We would like to explore, together
with the Quarterly Meetings, where there may be duplications of efforts and what could we do to alleviate this?
We are also exploring what the committee’s role is in supporting the Quarterly Meetings.
Ministry and Oversight Subcommittees
Electronic Communications: The subcommittee is working on defining its scope, policies and procedures for
PYM’s web presence, performing an audit of the PYM website, and thinking about security issues. This
subcommittee also serves as support for our PYM web developer.
Experimentation and Implementation: The focus of the subcommittee is now the structure of the Yearly Meeting
organization.
Racial Justice: This subcommittee is working on promoting the use of Shakti Butler’s Breaking the Codes film
and workbook among Monthly Meetings to raise awareness of racial justice issues. The subcommittee also
formally commended Friends Journal on the content of its October issue.
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Representative Support: In addition to serving as a resource for Meeting representatives and building community
within this group, the subcommittee is working a project to gather the ‘seat cards’ or introductory pamphlets
from all PYM Meetings to make these available to all Friends through the PYM website.
Visiting Friend: This subcommittee has been meeting regularly and has prepared the job description and
application form for Friends interested in the opportunity to serve as Visiting Friend (see the PYM website under
PYM Documents - Job Descriptions). Ministry and Oversight committee is expecting to bring a recommendation
to the Annual Session for approval of the first Visiting Friend under this new program to start late summer/early
fall 2015.
If a subcommittee has completed its work, isn't making progress on its work, or is not serving its purpose, it
should be laid down.
Ministry and Leadings: Ministry and Oversight lays this subcommittee down. Monthly Meetings and Friends are
encouraged to consult the document “Faithfulness in Action” and to support each other in exploring their
leadings. Any requests for support not able to be addressed by the Monthly or Quarterly Meetings should be
brought to Ministry and Oversight committee. Although this subcommittee has been laid down, Ministry and
Oversight committee will continue to labor with the question “What is the role of the Yearly Meeting?”
Support for Distant Meetings: Ministry and Oversight committee lays this subcommittee down. We will checkin with the Meetings in Hawaii, Guatemala, and Mexico at least once a year and encourage these Meetings to
approach Ministry and Oversight committee if they would like additional support.
Web Coordinator
We thank Don Bean for his many years of service and his efforts in building the PYM website, taking care of
many of the Yearly Meeting’s electronic and online needs, and numerous other activities. Don stepped down as
web coordinator for the Yearly Meeting this past fall and we enthusiastically welcome Brylie Oxley into this
position.
M&O sponsored interest groups at Annual Session
Ministry and Oversight committee sponsors the following interest groups at Annual Session this year: (1)
Spiritual Discernment of Leadings through Writing; (2) What does it mean to ‘hold someone in the Light’?; (3)
Growing Our Meetings, and (4) an interest group hosted by the Racial Justice subcommittee. In addition, the
keynote speaker will also offer an interest group.
Aging as an adventure
Several Meetings have recently hosted the “Aging as an Adventure” workshop given by Claire Gorfinkel. These
workshops have made a subject that is difficult for many of us approachable. A follow-up workshop is being
offered at Quaker Center in the fall to continue the discussion of the needs of our elder members and our
Meetings’ abilities to care for them. Ministry and Oversight committee supports this follow-up workshop as an
evaluation session of the previous work and an opportunity to create materials to support Friends and Meetings.
Community reconciliation and sexual misconduct policies
Many Monthly Meetings are being required by insurance companies to draft related policies. M&O is working
on reviewing and revising the policies and procedures of the Yearly Meeting, which in addition to strengthening
and caring for our Yearly Meeting community, will be available to help Monthly Meetings as they address this
task.
Ministry and Oversight committee meetings
The committee meets in person three times a year. We have adopted a practice of spending time with local
Friends through adult education sessions, Meeting for Worship, and other social interactions. We met this past
fall in Santa Rosa and offered a session on leadings for Redwood Forest Meeting. Our winter meeting was
hosted by Orange Grove, where we talked about the Yearly Meeting, the committee, and the Annual Session. In
late spring we will meet at San Jose and offer a session on eldering and dealing with challenging personalities in
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the Meeting. Ministry and Oversight committee has benefited greatly from listening to these Friends and invites
other Meetings to consider hosting a meeting of Ministry and Oversight committee.
Annual Session - Proposal
Recognizing the importance of the time we spend together at Annual Session and the difficulty many Friends
face in attending due to work, other commitments, and cost, among other factors, M&O offers the following
proposal to experiment with a different configuration of days for Annual Session. We suggest the configuration
selected be trialed for two years, 2016 and 2017.
Representative Committee will be asked which of the following configurations should be taken to the Monthly
Meetings for input, following which Ministry and Oversight committee will bring a definitive proposal to
Annual Session for approval. A sampling of possible schedules is attached to aid in visualizing the proposed
configurations.
Configuration 1: Monday dinner to Saturday lunch (current configuration)
Configuration 2: Tuesday lunch to Sunday afternoon
Configuration 3: Wednesday lunch to Sunday afternoon
Configuration 4: Thursday lunch to Sunday afternoon

Respectfully submitted,
Bronwen Hillman
on behalf of PYM Ministry & Oversight Committee
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Annual Session - Scheduling Options

Following are a few initial suggestions as to what possible schedules might look like for the different configurations of days proposed.
Configuration 1: Monday - Saturday (current configuration, see draft schedule for Annual Session 2015)
Configuration 2: Tuesday - Sunday
Tuesday
6:00 - 7:00
7:00 - 8:00
8:00 - 9:00
9:15-10:45
11:00-12:30
12:30 - 1:30
1:30 - 3:00

Registration / Parents
Meetings

Workshops

3:15 - 4:45
5:00 - 6:00

Wednesday

Thursday

Sharing Groups1

Sharing Groups

Workshops

Workshops

Workshops

Intergenerational
Service Project

Friday
Outdoor Worship
Breakfast
Sharing Groups

Saturday

Sunday

Sharing Groups
Meeting for
Business

Sharing Groups

Interest Groups

Meeting for Worship

T.Quakers/Bible

T.Quakers/Bible

Closing Plenary

Keynote Address
Meeting for Business
Lunch

T.Quakers/Bible

Registration
Dinner

Interest Groups

Memorials

6:15 - 7:45

Interest Groups

Interest Groups

Welcome Plenary

Listening Session

Family Night

8:30 - 10:00

Intergenerational
Signing

Affinity Groups

Affinity Groups

Affinity Groups

Dance

Configuration 3: Wednesday - Sunday
Wednesday
6:00 - 7:00
7:00 - 8:00
8:00 - 9:00
9:15-10:45
11:00-12:30
12:30 - 1:30

Thursday
Sharing Groups
Keynote Address

Registration / Parents
Meetings

1:30 - 3:00

Opening Plenary

3:15 - 4:45

Interest Groups

Friday
Saturday
Outdoor Worship
Breakfast
Sharing Groups
Sharing Groups
Meeting for
Meeting for Business
Business

Worship Sharing

tba

Worship Sharing

Sunday
Sharing Groups
tba

Worship Sharing

Meeting for Worship

Interest Groups

Interest Groups

Closing Plenary

Listening Session

Memorials

Lunch
Intergenerational
Service Project

5:00 - 6:00

Dinner

6:15 - 7:45

T.Quakers/Bible

T.Quakers/Bible

T.Quakers/Bible

Family Night

8:30 - 10:00

Evening Worship

Evening Worship

Evening Worship

Dance

1 Sharing Groups would be groups of 8-10 individuals, assigned according to our current worship sharing considerations of mixing age, Meeting, gender, etc. They would meet each
morning after breakfast for worship, worship sharing, etc.
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Configuration 4: Thursday - Sunday
Thursday
6:00 - 7:00
7:00 - 8:00

Friday

Saturday
Outdoor Worship
Breakfast

Sunday

8:00 - 9:00

Sharing Groups

Sharing Groups

Sharing Groups

9:15-10:45

Meeting for Business

Meeting for
Business

Clear rooms

Interest Groups

Interest Groups

Meeting for Worship
Closing Plenary

11:00-12:30

Registration

12:30 - 1:30

Lunch

1:30 - 3:00

Welcome Plenary

T.Quakers/Bible

T.Quakers/Bible

3:15 - 4:45

Interest Groups

Interest Groups

Memorials

5:00 - 6:00

Dinner

6:15 - 7:45

Keynote Address

Listening Session

Family Night

8:30 - 10:00

Evening Worship

Evening Worship

Dance
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Quaker Earthcare Witness [QEW] Delegates’ Report from the QEW Steering
Committee and Consultation at Pendle Hill October 2nd to 5th 2014
To Representatives Committee February 27 to March 1, 2015

Pacific Yearly Meetings’ two delegates / representatives to QEW – Rick
Herbert of Strawberry Creek and Catya de Neergaard of Berkeley Meeting,
along with Shelley Tanenbaum, QEW’s general secretary, traveled to the
Pendle Hill Friends’ Center near Philadelphia to attend QEW’s four day
steering committee meeting and consultation October 2nd to 5th 2014.
Friends from around the county and from Canada united in sharing ways to
better care for the earth. QEW brings together Friends in a variety of media
to dialogue, witness, and take action to care for the earth which in turn is
intimately linked to Friends’ concerns for peace, food and water justice, and
social action. The gathering was about 25% steering committee /meeting for
business, 25% conference style programming on earthcare witness, and 50%
committee and working groups work. There was much joy in sharing witness
and uniting in visions and action plans at this gathering and happiness in
meeting so many wonderful new friends.
QEW embraces Friends from the entire spectrum of the Quaker world. Many
of the yearly meeting representatives were from unprogrammed, FGC
affiliated meetings. QEW would like to reach out to and attract evangelical
and more conservative yearly meetings to attend and join together to care
for the earth. This could be perhaps best accomplished at the local level.
Many Friends attended the Climate Change March in New York in September
2014 designed largely to build on President Obama’s climate change speech
at the United Nations. Shelley Tanenbaum and others of QEW and other Q
groups made a Friends delegation at this march. At this same time, Friends
concerns were focused by Quaker Earthcare Witness, the Quaker United
Nations Office, and Friends Committee on National Legislation who wrote,
“Facing the Challenge of Climate Change: A Shared Statement by Quaker
Groups”. This was subsequently signed and disseminated by eight
international Quaker groups. The latest iteration of this shared statement,
now signed by many more groups world wide accompanies this report as the
file called, “Quaker statement 2015 on Climate Change 02 15 update.docx.
Since February 15th, Palo Alto Friends Meeting has signed , joining our
Sacremento Monthly Meeting who as already signed. Unity with Nature
Committee [UwN] has sent out this statement to the liaisons and monthly
meetings on their list.
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We commend this The Shared Statement on Climate Change for group reading, discussion
and possible endorsement should your meeting be led to it. The annual session this July at Walker Creek
may want to join with the many other Friends organizations around the world in endorsing it

The Shared Statement on Climate Change adds another earthcare testimony and voice to the
many Friends voices over the last decades in ever greater numbers. Although we have been
looking for a perfectly worded short paragraph to express our earthcare testimony,
perhaps that voice comes through different words from each of our hearts. How can we
not love our home the Earth and want to care for her?
Among the many inspiring presentations at QEW Fall 2014, several stand out.
 Jose Aguto of FCNL urged us to show a ground swell of support to our
congressional representatives to take ACTION supporting stopping
climate change. He said, “The Faith Community needs to be prophetic
in its message.” He said that Congress is significantly led from the
bottom up. He asked us to email and write our congress people for
climate change solutions NOW. We don’t need to mess with specific
policies which FCNL etc are bringing out, we need to show support by
playing our much needed part in addressing our congress people.
 Katherine Fisher and others of New England Yearly Meeting’s [NEYM]
Young Adult Friends [YAF] presented their amazing and powerful
earthcare action work which included confronting a large bank about
their support fossil fuel burning.
Here are my to do notes.
What we can do as yearly meeting representatives?
1. Request donations from yearly and monthly meetings to QEW
2. Inform and give links to QEW publications and forum to yearly and
monthly meetings. Let people know they can subscribe online to
the free online publication ‘Befriending Creation’. Let people
know about the rich online forums at the QEW website that
they can join, network with Friends, and discuss a variety of
timely topics.
3. Have a yearly meeting earthcare committee [Note: We already do. – It
is called Unity with Nature Committee.]
4. Do ‘adult education’ to inspire earthcare witness and deepen earthcare
testimony. [At PacYM, UwN proposes and sponsors interest groups
(IGs) at the quarterly and yearly meeting levels. ]
5. Start a mini-grant program in your YM. [We have one.]
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6. Share first day materials about earthcare with yearly and monthly
meetings. [The Earthlight roving bookstore stocks these materials. The
Farleys wrote many of them.]
7. Help connect young adult friends. For example, contact PaYM young
adult friends with the inspiring activities of NEYM young adult friends.
[done.]
8. Encourage leadings to come forward. Support earthcare leadings
9. Support the ‘green bellwethers’ – those Friends as the monthly
meeting level who are particularly drawn to witness for earthcare.
10.
Wear our QEW green name badges at our YMs.
11.
Let YMs know what QEW is doing. In addition to the above, QEW
is:
 Networking with other Q groups around earthcare action
 Administering a mini-grant program for innovative green living
 Share successes of friends who care about the earth
 Gathering rising concerns, sharing information and answering
concerns by developing a wide variety of earthcare programs
 Supporting yearly and monthly meetings to build earthcare
programs of witness and action
I’m deeply honored with the privilege of serving as your representative to
QEW. Thank you for sending us to QEW.
Submitted by Catya de Neergaard
On behalf of PacYM’s representatives to QEW Catya de Neergaard and Rick
Herbert

PYM-RC-2018 Minutes Packet - p. 41

Pacific Yearly Meeting
Registrars’ Report for Representative Committee
February 28, 2015 in Berkeley
Selecting the Contract Registration Service (CRS) for the 2015
Annual Session (AS)
In keeping with the CRS process minuted in the 2013 Annual Session, minute
2013-11, the Call for Applications was announced at the 2014 Annual
Session. Together with Linda Rowell, member of Ministry and Oversite, we
reviewed the responses received and selected Berkeley Meeting to provide
our Contract Registration Service for AS 2015. The contract has been signed
by Clerk Genie Stowers on behalf of Berkeley Meeting, and by Steve Smith on
behalf of Yearly Meeting.
Registration for AS 2015
The registrars are glad to be working again this year with Brylie Oxley, PYM
Webmaster, to provide on-line registration. Brylie has been investigating
changes to the on-line registration system. We have formed a working group
to support this effort. Members are the Registrars, Brylie, Eric Moon
representing the M & O Electronic Communications Subcommittee, and Rick
Altherr representing the YAF community. We look forward to further
improvements in this area, and are hoping Friends will continue to register
on-line to facilitate this process.
We plan to begin registration on April 1. The deadline for an early
registration discount will be May 18; the last day to receive a full refund or to
avoid incurring late fees will be June 8. Information about attendance
assistance applications will be provided by Ministry and Oversight. Be sure
to encourage Friends in your Meeting or Worship Group to plan now to attend
the PYM Annual Session July 13 – 18, 2015, note the deadlines, and register
early to receive the discount.
We will be talking with Clerks or representatives of groups such as Children’s
Program and YAFs to see what information their group might want to include
as part of the registration process. (such as the parental permission forms).
March 25th is the deadline to submit materials that will be useful to Friends
making plans and registering to attend the Annual Session. We will also
accept materials to be included as part of the registration confirmation
packets.
We look forward to working with Brylie and the Berkeley Meeting CRS. May
the 2015 annual session registration process be smooth and painless!
love,
your registrars,
Sarah Tyrrell, Berkeley Meeting and Joyce Samati, Strawberry Creek Meeting
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Roll Call of Monthly Meetings and Worship Groups
Representative Committee meeting, Feb 28, 2015
X = present

Here Monthly Meeting
x
x

Appleseed
Berkeley
Big Island
x
Central Coast
x
Chico
x
Claremont
x
Davis
regrets Delta
Fresno
x
Grass Valley
x
Guatemala
x
Honolulu
x
Humboldt
Inland Valley
x
La Jolla
x
Live Oak
Marin
Marloma Long Beach
Mendocino
x
Mexico City
x
Monterey Peninsula
x
Napa Sonoma
x
Orange County
x
Orange Grove
x
Palo Alto
Redding
x
Redwood Forest
Reno
x
Sacramento
x
San Diego
x
San Francisco
San Jose
x
Santa Barbara
x
Santa Cruz
x
Santa Monica
x
Strawberry Creek
Visalia

Here Worship Group
x
x
x

x

Conejo Valley
Friends House
Kauai
Lake County
Las Vegas
Maui
Modesto
Molokai
Oakland
Ojai Friends
Friends of Soledad
Southern Humboldt
Ukiah
Whitleaf
Livermore
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Statistical Clerks' Report to PYM Representative Committee 2015
Response to Request for Information
Re: Adding "Children of Members" to Statistical Report
Following the presentation of the Statistical Report at the 2014 Pacific Yearly Meeting
(PYM) Annual Session, a Friend noted that the graphic showing a 10-year year-overyear decline in membership does not give a good sense of membership trends in the
future.
The Friend suggested that the Statistical Clerks also track the number of children of
members in the Monthly Meetings to present a better picture of potential growth. A few
people concurred, and the Statistical Clerks agreed to consider the idea.
After consideration, we agree that, while knowing the number of members' children who
attend Meeting or First Day School might be interesting, the numbers would not
necessarily suggest a growth pattern (e.g., we know that not all children of members
later become members of PYM).
Gathering sufficient data to show a trend would require tracking each child in each
Meeting until he or she becomes a member, or leaves the Meeting. This tracking is best
left to individual Meetings.
If over time the individual Meetings notice there are more children becoming members
than there are members who transfer to other yearly meetings or die, the request could
be re-introduced and directed to the Nomination and Finance Committees, who are
responsible for the Statistical Clerks' job description.*
*The current job description is on the PYM website, and appended below.
STATISTICAL CLERK (2012)
JOB DESCRIPTION
The Statistical Clerk maintains the official list of members of the Pacific Yearly Meeting.
The Statistical Clerk assembles annual statistics of deaths, new memberships, transfers or withdrawals of
membership and changes of address from constituent Monthly Meetings
The term of office is three years. Statistical Clerk is an ex officio member of the Finance committee.

1 of
1 1
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Pacific Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends
Treasurer's Report to RepCom
February 28, 2015

General Account Budget vs. Actual
FY 2013-2014 (ending 9/30/2014)
Budget
REVENUE
4100 — Miscellaneous Contributions to PYM
4101 — Contributions from Member Meetings
4102 — Miscellaneous Income
4104 — Return on Invested Capital
4105 — Transfer from (to) Reserve
4106 — Transfer from (to) YPC Reserve
TOTAL REVENUE
Assessment per member
(Calif. and Nev., Guatemala and Hawaii, Mexico City)

Transfer to
Reserves

Actual

2,000
118,477
0
1,000
21,000
4,000
146,477

Actual to
02/10/2015

Budget

3,914
117,313
42
1,284
0
4,000
126,553

2,000
119,646
0
1,000
21,000
4,000
147,646

$92, $38, $15

543
87,880
275
88,697

$95, $39, $30

EXPENSES
GENERAL EXPENSES
5202 — Clerk's Travel & Discretionary R2713
5203 — Expenses of the Officers
5204 — Website Hosting
5206 — Young Friends PYM Attendance Assistance
5208 — Travel-Repcom - Mar. & Ann. Sess.
5209 — Young Friends Officers' Expense
5210 — Audit Account R2723
5212 — Latin America Concerns Outreach R2749
5213 — PYM Attendance Assistance Fund (M&O)
5214 — Holding Corporation Expenses
5215 — Western Friend
5216 — Misc. Operating Expenses
5217 — Insurance - Sexual Misconduct
SUBTOTAL GENERAL EXPENSES

500
750
1,500
2,000
11,000
100
500
500
7,000
20
12,000
200
0
36,070

450
7,710
20
12,000
0
321
34,121

COMMITTEE EXPENSES
5221 — Ad Hoc Committees
5222 — Children's Program
5224 — Discipline
5225 — Finance
5227 — Junior Yearly Meeting
5228 — Ministry & Oversight
5229 — Nominating
5230 — Peace & Social Order
5231 — Religious Education for Children
5232 — Secretariat
5233 — Sites
5235 — Unity with Nature
5237 — Committee Supplemental Expense R2714
5238 — Latin American Concerns
SUBTOTAL COMMITTEE EXPENSES

50
300
3,000
1,000
1,000
4,950
2,500
300
500
25
300
1,000
500
100
15,525

0
194
1,632
850
593
4,950
1,632
0
0
0
0
105
500
0
10,454

1,000
500
1,500
500
200
2,500
1,000
800
500
500
9,000

1,000
500
1,500
500
200
2,500
1,000
800
500
500
9,000

SUPPORT OF FRIENDS ORGANIZATIONS
5251 — Friends Committee on National Legislation
5252 — Friends Committee on Legislation of California
5254 — FWCC
5255 — Quaker United Nations Office NY
5256 — William Penn House, Washington
5260 — AFSC (LA & SF)
5261 — Friends House Moscow
5263 — Right Sharing of World Resources
5264 — Friends General Conference
5266 — Quaker Earthcare Witness
SUBTOTAL SUPPORT OF FRIENDS ORGS.

FY 2014-2015

500
284
718
1,119
11,000

0

500
50

550

500
750
1,700
2,000
11,000
100
0
600
8,000
20
12,000
200
321
37,191

500
69

569

0

50
300
3,000
1,000
1,000
5,000
2,000
200
300
25
300
1,000
300
50
14,525

21
364
51
5,062

0

0

0

0

546
2,700
1,379
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Pacific Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends
Treasurer's Report to RepCom
February 28, 2015

General Account Budget vs. Actual
FY 2013-2014 (ending 9/30/2014)
Budget
CONFERENCE TRAVEL/PYM DELEGATES
5271 — Western Friend Board R2748 (3)
5275 — AFSC (5)
5277 — FCNL (6) & William Penn House (1)
5278 — FGC Central Committee R2744 (1)
5279 — FWCC, Section of the Americas R2743 (5)
5280 — Friends United Mtg. (Triennial) R2745 (1)
5281 — Gen. Reunion of Friends Mexico R2746 (1)
5282 — Friends House Moscow (2)
5283 — Evangelical Friends Church Southwest (1)
5286 — Quaker Earthcare Witness (2)
5287 — FWCC World Gathering R2747 (4)
5288 — Young Friends Travel R2742
5289 — Friends Peace Team Board (1)
SUBTOTAL CONFERENCE TRAVEL/PYM DEL.
YOUTH PROGRAM
6105 — Youth Program Supervisory Committee
6110 — Personnel Costs
6140 — Insurance
6150 — Professional Development
6160 — Office
6170 — Events
6190 — Administration & Travel
SUBTOTAL PROGRAMS
TOTAL EXPENSES

1,500
1,200
6,000
1,000

FY 2014-2015

Transfer to
Reserves

Actual
1,407
739
4,020
897
244

200
1,000
2,000
500
700
14,100

100
1,000
0
412
700
9,517

1,200
57,272
610
1,200
2,700
9,000
71,982

781
58,752
610
1,356
2,710
-714
5,856
69,351

146,677

132,443

Budget

93
103
0
-244
0

2,000
89
2,041

1,500
1,200
4,500
1,000
400

200
1,000
2,000
500
700
13,000

Actual to
02/10/2015
449
978

1,000

2,427

1,200
61,000
610
600
2,700

1,177
21,612

0

7,100
73,210

2,397
26,200

2,591

137,926

34,258

114
900

Expense accounts with a bold face R27XX following the account name have that associated reserve fund on the following page. Transfers from these
special reserves are negative (-) in the Transfers column. A positive transfer means that funds remaining in the expense account at the end of the year
were transferred to the associated reserve. A negative number indicates transfers from the reserve. In Conference Travel, (n) is the number of
representatives/delegates now appointed.

Contributions to PYM Restricted Funds
October 1, 2013-September 30, 2014
2733 - Fund for Concerns
Strawberry Creek Meeting
150.00
Various individuals
597.09
2734 - Sharing Fund
Palo Alto Meeting
150.00
Strawberry Creek Meeting
80.00
San Francisco Meeting
100.00
2736 - Unity With Nature Project Fund
Palo Alto Meeting
150.00
Berkeley Meeting
50.00
Various individuals
162.30
2781 - Bob Vogel Endowment Fund
Pacific Friends Outreach Society 441,177.70
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General Account Balance Sheet
Account Number and Title
ASSETS
1701 — General Account Checking (Wells Fargo)
1702 — Checking/Payroll Account (Bank of America)
1704 — Invested Capital (Pax World)
1704.01 — Invested Capital (Friends Fiduciary)
1704.7 — Vogel Endowment (Friends Fiduciary)
1706 — Prepaid Expenses
1705-1710 — Accounts Receivable
1720 — Inventory of Faith & Practice
1750 — FGC Meeting House Fund Note
1751 — Friends House Note
TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES AND RESERVES
2400 — Payroll Withholdings
2500 — Payroll Taxes Payable
2704 - Credit Cards
2712 — Student Conscience Fund
2713 — Clerk's Travel & Discretion (5202) Reserve
2714 — Committee Supplemental (5237) Reserve
2721.1 — Pre-Publishing Reserve (F&P)
2722 — Equipment Purchase (5207) Reserve
2723 — Account Audit (5210) Reserve
2732 - PYM Traveling Friend Fund (M&O)
2733 — Fund for Concerns (M&O)
2734 — Sharing Fund (M&O)
2735 — FGC Scholarship
2736 — Unity with Nature Project Reserve
2742 — Young Friends Travel (5288) Reserve
2743 — FWCC, Sect of Amer Travel (5279) Reserve
2744 — FGC Travel (5278) Reserve
2745 — FUM Travel (5280) Reserve
2746 — Gen. Reunion Fr. Mex. Travel (5281) Reserve
2747 — FWCC World Gathering Travel (5287) Res.
2748 — Western Friend Board Travel (5271) Reserve
2749 — Latin Amer. Concerns Outreach (5212) Res.
2750 — PYM Attendance Assistance Fund (M&O)
2780 — Youth Program Coordinator Reserve
2781 — Bob Vogel Endowment
2782 — Vogel Youth Work Reserve
3900 — Uncommitted Reserves
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND RESERVES

9/30/13
32,586
0
84,375
0
897
0
2,068
10,000
20,000
149,926

9/30/14

2/10/15

44,146

84,655

19,481
50,228
460,192
2,073

22,999
61,182
460,766
0

2,068
10,000
20,000
608,188

2,068
10,000
20,000
661,671

2,908
1,093
174
17,843
1,364
1,191
4,068
1,500
3,590
3,924
4,146
1,846
828
730
1,979
1,500
500
189
908
2,000
93
646
0
9,383
460,192
9,121
80,627
612,344

316
470
554
17,843
1,364
1,191
4,068
1,500
3,590
3,924
4,496
1,981
828
715
1,979
1,500
500
189
908
2,000
93
646
0
9,383
460,766
9,954
75,243
606,003

Reserve Caps

962
293
375
17,843
1,364
1,352
4,068
1,500
3,090
3,924
3,399
1,516
1,479
968
2,191
1,500
500
1,405
908
2,000
0
596
1,166
13,383
626
83,518
149,926

2,000
2,000
1,500
4,000

2,500
1,500
500
2,500
1,000
1,000
1,500
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2014 Annual Session Budget vs. Actual
Budget
Income
6110 — Miscellaneous Contributions
6111 — Fees from Attendees
6112 — Fees from Session Accts.
6113 — Fees from PYM General Funds
6114 — Interest on PYM Sessions Accts
6116 —Contributions to Annual ession
6115 — Transfer from (to) Reserves
Total Income:
Expense
6220 — Registrar's Expenses
6221 — Secretariat's Expenses
6222 — Arrangement Clerk Expenses
6223 — Children's Program
6224 — Cost of Facilities
6225 — Junior Yearly Meeting
6226 — Young Friends
6227 — Breakage and Equipment
6228 — PYM Clerk's Invited Guests
6229 — Insurance
6232 — Bank fees
6233 - Miscellaneous
6234 - Fee for registration
6235 - Contingency Expenses
Total Expense:

Actual

0
96,330
8,000
7,000

3
85,925
7,936
10,144

220

1,259

111,550

105,267

200
1,000
500
12,500
80,000
5,000
200
100
1,500
500
50
0
3,000
7,000
111,550

0
0
319
8,875
90,635
4,124
0
0
1,455
340
0
0
3,000
262
109,009

EXCESS (DEFICIT):

-3,741

Session Balance Sheets
Assets
1001 — Session Checking Account
1100 — Accounts Receivable
1200 — Loan Receivable from General Acct
1500 — Deposits on Future Sessions
Total Assets
Liabilities and Reserve
6450 — Accounts Payable
6451 — Loan Payable to General Acct
6455 — PYM Session Reserve
Total Liabilities and Reserve

9/30/12
35,985
125

9/30/13
27,694
100

9/30/14
24,052

2,000
38,110

2,000
29,794

2,000
26,052

29,794
29,794

25,052
25,052

138
37,971
38,110
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Unity with Nature Committee Report for Pacific Yearly
Meeting’s Representatives Committee
February 27 to March 1, 2015

Warm Greetings! May this moment find you walking in the Light and in Unity
with Nature.
Unity with Nature Committee [UwN] had a very productive three day retreat
in Berkeley in the fall of 2014 with the theme of “Greening: Bringing it All
Back Home.” We shared our concerns, witnessing, and inspirations. [See
highlights below.] Members Shelley Tanenbaum, Rick Herbert, and Catya de
Neergaard brought good news and ideas from Quaker Earthcare Witness
[QEW]. [See the accompanying report by PYM’s Representatives to QEW for
more details.]
We have three requests we hope Friends will thoughtfully consider.

1. Key Funding for PYM’s Representatives to Quaker
Earthcare Witness

PYM sends two delegates /representatives to QEW and has traditionally
supported their travel expense needs. QEW has two working consultations a
year around the country. Providing representatives is a major way that
PYM and other Yearly Meetings support the work of QEW. In FY
2013-2014 and FY 2014-2015 the budget for QEW reps was reduced from
$2500 to $1000, which is inadequate to meet the basic expenses of the two
working delegates. The FY 2014-2015 budget is already zeroed out.
We are asking for a line item augmentation for the QEW rep line
item in FY 2014-2015 to cover sending the two delegates to Ann
Arbor in April. We will bring cost figures [probably around $1400]
to Rep Com and will ask that the Ann Arbor travel and conference
fee expense be fully funded. [Please see Appendix A for a fuller
discussion of this issue, included an historical chart of budgets and actual
expenses for the last seven fiscal years.]

2. DIY carbon tax for PYM’s annual gathering

UwN proposes a new program of voluntary carbon offset fees as a part of the
PYM registration process with a suggested fee based on type of travel to and
from annual session and number of people. We will provide a user-friendly
calculation form to help Friends figure out the carbon footprint of their travel
to annual gathering. Friends could then decide what DIY tax amount would
suit their situation.
We would like to work with the Arrangements Clerk to include this in the
registration materials for Walker Creek to be collected in PYM registration
process. Funds thus collected would go into UwN’s special projects fund
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(which is administered by PYM) for a variety of Earthcare projects such as
UwN’s mini-grant program.

3. Offering of a Simple Meal at Walker Creek
Similarly, we hope that Friends will be inclined to again support this
opportunity for awareness and thankfulness. A simple meal can also be
nutritious and delicious. Monies that may be saved by simplicity can be
donated to an Earthcare project, and we invite the Yearly Meeting to seek
unity on the best destination.

Highlights of Unity from our October 2014 Retreat
and Phone Conferences since Annual Session 2014

1. We came to unity to ask Jose Aguto, point person for environmental and earth care action for
FCNL and a very inspiring speaker, to lead a workshop [IG] at PacYM 2015. In harmony with
the Presiding Clerk, we are very happy that he will also be able to give a talk at a PacYM 2015
plenary.
2. Through our liaison with monthly meeting list, we are encouraging monthly meetings to consider
a divestment minute. We sent information about fossil fuel divestment as a strategy to slow
climate change, Strawberry Creek’s divestment minute, and offers of educational materials and
links related to divestment to our list.
3. We approved our proposed revision to our Charter from PacYM and shared it with nominating
committee. Please see Appendix B.
4. We nominated Muriel Strand to the Earthlight Board.
5. We recommended interest groups to College Park Quarterly [CPQ] gatherings. For spring 2015
at Ben Lomond, we are proposing a workshop combining Non-Violent Communication with
Earthcare queries about our embodied connection with the earth to be facilitated by Robin Keeler
and Cedar Rose Selenite.
6. In addition to Jose Aguto, we are proposing for annual session 2015 an interest group on
“Greening the Meeting, Greening Our Lives: Sustainably Living the Earthcare Testimony”.
7. We gave a mini-grant of $200 to Casa de los Amigos toward their brilliant rain catchment
system.
8. We went thoroughly over our line items in the PacYM budget and brainstormed ways to
fundraise for our projects. Among other initiatives, we will again be offering crafts for sale and
the dime-a-gallon project at annual session 2015.
9. We are asking Finance Committee to fully fund the QEW Representatives line item in the
proposed FY 2015-2016 budget and beyond. UwN is in a process of discernment about how
much this should be.
10. We are seeking ways to further support green Friends and green Witnessing in Monthly
Meetings. We are seasoning having a Green retreat, workshop and consultation for UwN liaisons
and other interest Friends. Topics and activities might include slowing climate change, fracking,
the fossil fuel divestment initiative, transitioning to a new global future, greening the meeting,
permaculture, species and habit preservation and restoration, silent Worship in Unity with
Nature, walking the land, experiential embodiment in and listening to nature, food justice, water
justice, and eco-economic justice.
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You are invited and encouraged to talk to the members of Unity with Nature Committee with any
questions or concerns: Shelley Tanenbaum and Rick Herbert from Strawberry Creek MM, Catya
de Neergaard from Berkeley MM, Muriel Strand from Sacramento MM, Alice Rosenthal and
Cody Lowry of Orange Grove MM, Meagan Malachite Fischer and Cedar Rose Selenite from
Chico MM, with Friend of the committee, Joyce Pointe from Appleseed MM.
We would welcome new working members to UwN committee in this perilous epoch where the
earth and all her life forms need our wise caretaking and Friends around the world are
increasingly coming to Unity to help.
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~ Submitted by Catya de Neergaard and Muriel Strand, co-clerks of UwN Committee

Appendix A:
More Information about Unity with Nature Committee’s Request
for an Augmentation to the QEW line item for FY 2014-2015
“Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW) is a network of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in
North America and other like-minded people who are taking spirit-led action to address
ecological and social crises from a spiritual perspective, emphasizing Quaker process and
testimonies, including continuing revelation. QEW has grown over the last 25 years out of a
deepening sense of spiritual connection with the natural world.” www.quakerearthcare.org
As you may know, PYM’s UwN Committee appoints two representatives / delegates from PYM
to QEW. QEW has two in-person consultations a year. Both have working groups and standing
committees which representatives are expected to join and participate in. Providing
representatives is a major way that PYM and other Yearly Meetings support the work of QEW.
QEW meetings are held in various locations around the country. The next two are in Ann Arbor
in April and at our Ben Lomond Quaker Center in October. Due to various circumstances, the
amount which had been regularly budgeted for the QEW reps under PYM’s allocation has been
substantially reduced to the point where Representatives’ expenses are not met. In FY20132014 the budget for QEW reps was reduced from $2500 to $1000, as you can see in the chart.
This drop was sustained in the following fiscal year.
Circumstances probably include the fact that for a time, PYM’s Rep to QEW was Shelley
Tanenbaum, who has become the QEW General Secretary. As General Secretary, her travel
expenses were paid by QEW, so the need for this support was temporarily reduced. Additionally,
it is probable that historically one of the Reps donated her travel expenses to PYM, something
not possible at this time, hence need is now greater. Also, new co-clerks were unaware of this
trend, and so failed to clarify the history of, and need for, PYM support in this area. And of
course, travel costs vary by time and location.
Therefore, UwN committee requests PYM’s renewed support for the QEW representatives
expenses of travel and conference fees. We hope that Pacific Yearly Meeting will re-commit
to supporting our representatives in attending the two yearly QEW steering committee
meetings – including the April 2015 meeting in Ann Arbor, Michigan - without facing
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undue hardship. We have begun fundraising in various arenas, but time is short.
PYM’s current representatives to QEW, Rick Herbert and Catya de Neergaard, have taken on
responsibilities within QEW that call for their participation at the April meeting. Rick is the new
Representative from QEW to FCNL, and Catya is the new clerk of QEW’s Spiritual Nurturance
Committee.
To the best of our knowledge, UWN’s budget history is as follows:
Fiscal Year

Budget

Expenditure

2008-2009

$1600

$558

2009-2010

$1600

$681

2010-2011

$1600

$1600

2011-2012

$2500

$1329

2012-2013

$2500

$1594

2013-2014

$1000

$1000

2014-2015

$1000

$1595 *

* In addition to the budget, two gifts, one from the presiding clerk's discretionary fund of $500
and one anonymously of 94.60 were used to send the two delegates to Pendle Hill for the fall
2014 Steering Committee meeting. There is nothing left in the FY 2014-2015 budget.
We are asking for a line item augmentation for the QEW rep line item in FY 2014-2015 to
cover sending the two Representatives to Ann Arbor in April. We will bring cost figures
[probably around $1400] to Rep Com and will ask that the Ann Arbor travel and
conference fee expense be fully funded.
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Appendix B
Note: this proposed Charter from PacYM was revised by Unity with Nature Committee on
10/25/2014. It is based on UwN’s 2005 Charter from PacYM.

Unity with Nature Committee’s Charter from Pacific Yearly Meeting
(Proposed Revision of October 2014)
This committee acts on behalf of Yearly Meeting on spiritual concerns related to the
environment. It strives to keep alive in the consciences of Friends the spirituality of and the
kinship with all creation. It has the function to educate, inform, inspire, and give Witness about
earth care and the environment.
The Committee may have several subcommittees such as: (1) Sustainability, (2) Service projects
and internships, (3) Nature experiences and outings, (4) Education and interest groups.
The committee has nine members, serving three-year overlapping terms, with three members
appointed annually. Two Pacific Yearly Meeting [PYM] representatives to the national Quaker
Earthcare Witness [QEW] (formerly named ‘Friends Committee on Unity with Nature’) are
members ex-officio, if not already members of PYM’s Unity with Nature Committee.















Tasks
Appoints PYM’s representatives to QEW
Supports publications such as Earthlight Magazine and QEW newsletter.
Encourages and supports QEW and other Friends’ environmental initiatives such as Friends
Committee on National Legislation [FCNL], Friends Committee on Legislation in California
[FCL-CA], and Quaker Institute for the Future [QIF].
Nominates candidates for Earthlight’s Board of Directors
Provides means for communications among PYM Friends concerned about the environment and
with Friends similarly concerned nationally and internationally
Proposes and conducts interest groups and nature-oriented worship at Quarterly and Yearly
Meeting sessions.
Encourages change toward sustainable lifestyles by Meetings and their members and attenders.
Raises funds to further its work.
Goals and Projects may Include:
Sponsoring an internship program for Young Friends
Responding to queries such as recommendations for books and other educational materials
related to care of the earth
Proactive educational programs such as the mini-grant program
Proactive educational and fundraising programs such as the dime a gallon carbon credit program
Seasoning concerns arising out of Witness, we nurture the process of taking those concerns
towards a minute at annual session.
~~~
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YPC Committee Report to PYM Representative Committee 2015
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Youth Programs Coordinating Committee (YPCC) & Coordinator (YPC)
Report to PYM Representative Committee, February 2015
Current committee members: Lynnette Arnold (Santa Barbara), Jennifer Carr (Las
Vegas), Natasha Herrera (Mexico City), Mary Klein (Co-clerk / Palo Alto), Steve Leeds (San
Francisco), Stephen Myers (Sacramento), Kylin Navarro (Berkeley), Thomas Rios (La
Jolla), and Jim Summers (Co-clerk / La Jolla). One youth seat on the committee is open.
Regular activity: Our committee continues to meet once per month by conference call, with
additional subcommittees calls as needed. Serving as the Program Supervisor, Mary Klein
holds weekly conversations with the Coordinator, Alyssa Nelson. The Administrative
Supervisor, Steve Leeds talks or emails with Alyssa at least twice per month. In addition to
regular conference calls, the YPC Committee held a face-to-face meeting during College
Park Quarterly Meeting in October 2014. We have found this practice of coordinating with
other gatherings allows our members to develop a better understanding of the varied
cultures of youth and intergenerational events. Last summer we met as part of the YAF
retreat before annual session, and we might be holding our Fall 2015 committee meeting in
conjunction with SCQM’s Fall Fellowship. Alyssa Nelson has been attending most Quarterly
Meetings, and this cross-fertilization is helping us envision how to serve the parts of PYM
better. She is also continuing to visit and/or support local Meetings, so far this year
including: Appleseed, Central Coast, Davis, Sacramento and Visalia, with more on the
calendar for spring.
Another on-going activity that is supported by the YPCC is Alyssa’s availability to consult
with committees, Meetings/Worship Groups, and individual Friends as they confront
sensitive situations. Examples include: concerns by youth, parents, and committees about
transitions into or out of middle school, teen, or young adult programs; concerns about
Friendly/Responsible Adult Presences (FAPs/FRAPs) at teen gatherings; and differences in
philosophy among various committees concerning appropriate behaviors and
responsibilities for youth and adults. The YPCC has also begun to consider the question of
our committee’s appropriate role – as well as the Coordinator’s appropriate role – in
responding to requests from other committees that we provide them with a list of
“recommended FAPs/FRAPs.”
Youth Programs Fund: We received the first two interest payments from the Bob Vogel
Endowment into our “Youth Programs Fund” in June 2014 and December 2014, for a total
income so far of $16,829.01. We expect to continue receiving approximately $7,000 in June
and December each year. So far, we’ve committed $13,609.50 toward costs of the following
nine projects and activities ranging from $87 to $4,500:








Teen inter-visitation between Quarterly Meetings
YPC Committee member inter-visitation between Quarterly Meetings
AVP Basic Training for Young Adult Friends (YAFs)
Travel expenses for a YAF work-party
Travel and attendance assistance for the Western Young Friends New Years
Gathering’s 40th Anniversary
Travel assistance for a YAF to attend the Quaker Earthcare Witness conference
Support for a joint service project by YAF and Wukchumni Tribe members at Quaker
Oaks Farm
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Co-sponsorship of the upcoming Spring Youth Service Learning Camp for high
school age youth at Quaker Oaks Farm with the Wukchumni Tribe
Development of outreach materials for the YPC Committee

We have now been through two rounds of funding applications. So far, we received all
external applications (i.e., those not originating from within the YPCC) during the first round
in September 2014 and none in December 2014. We invite Friends to contact us with their
ideas of ways to put these funds to work. We will hold a discussion table on this topic during
lunch on Saturday of Representative Committee’s meeting (February 28th). We welcome
applications to the Youth Programs Fund four times per year, due by the 20th of the months
that have equinoxes and solstices (March 20, June 20, September 20, December 20). The
full YP Fund Policy and Application Form is available on the PYM website (under the “Youth
Programs” tab on the far right) at: http://www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/2014/pymdocs/ypc/resources-funding/
Program highlights and upcoming events: Alyssa maintains a current calendar of events
that are of interest to youth at http://www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/youth/. She has recently
developed an online table-style view of this calendar in addition to the list-style calendar she
emails out along with the occasional epistles to all Monthly Meetings and Worship Groups in
PYM. (Friends can subscribe to this Google-calendar and receive update alerts.) An archive
of past epistles and reports is available through the same link above.
While our committee continues to support a range of programs for PYM teens and preteens, we have deliberately focused additional attention this year on: 1) the needs of Young
Adult Friends (YAFs), 2) the transitions of teens into the YAF community, and 3) the
integration of YAFs into the broader community of PYM. We have co-sponsored several
events with YAFs this year and will continue to do so. Most recently, we helped support a
joint campout and service weekend with Quaker and Wukchumni young adults at Quaker
Oaks Farm on February 14-16. Approximately 20+ Friends (partly YAFs) from 5 Meetings,
including approximately 8 young children, and 7 Wukchumni participated; the service aspect
of the weekend was to build a wheelchair-accessible composting toilet and make other
improvements to the Farm’s campground for future gatherings.
On the weekend of March 13-15, 2015, YAFs will be hosting an Alternatives to Violence
Project “Basic Training” specifically geared toward YAFs, held at the Berkeley
Meetinghouse; Friends can register for this event online at http://bit.ly/1COcXjf. Again this
year, YAFs will host a YAF & Elders retreat during the weekend prior to PYM’s Annual
Session (July 10-13) at the Berkeley Meetinghouse, and all are welcome to join in this
weekend of service, spirit, and fellowship; the PYM 2015 keynote speaker, Lloyd Lee
Wilson, and invited guest Paula Palmer will also be attending this YAF retreat.
Finally, we would like to emphasize the additional following invitations to Friends:
 Spring Camp for high-schoolers at Quaker Oaks Farm with the Wukchumni Tribe,
March 31- April 4. Focus is on California Indians and restorative justice. (For more
information, contact Melissa Lovett-Adair, Central Coast Meeting.)
 Adult Allies to Youth Workshops: 1) at Orange Grove Meeting, April 18, 10AM-5PM,
and 2) at Friends House in Santa Rosa, May 2, 10AM-5PM. Contact Alyssa Nelson.
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the YPCC,
Mary Klein and Jim Summers, Co-Clerks, Youth Programs Coordinating Committee
Alyssa Nelson, Youth Programs Coordinator
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