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Preface
This document is the formal record of Pacific Yearly Meeting’s 2014 Annual Session
(PYM-AS-2014). Records of the Annual Session have traditionally been assembled
into a “packet” after the conclusion of each session. The packet would then be sent
(historically by paper mail, more recently by email) to Clerks (or their designees) of
Monthly Meetings, Worship Groups and Preparatory Meetings as well as to PYM’s
officers and committee clerks.
Due to a breakdown in our processes, PYM minutes for the years 2013 through
2016 were only published as separate pages or PDF files on our website
(https://pacificyearlymeeting.org). They were not collected into a single “packet”
and not explicitly circulated. This document, assembled in 2018, is the packet that
should have been prepared in 2014.
In 2014 the Recording Clerks were inconsistent in how attachments were handled.
Some of the “attachments” were in fact embedded in the minutes of the plenary in
which they were referenced (each plenary’s minutes being published in a separate
PDF file). Others were simply posted as separate PDF files on the website. Still
others we have been unable to locate. Those that we have been able to locate are
all included in this packet.
This document is the product of many hours of work by many people; the authors
of the reports, our Recording Clerks, the Presiding Clerk and the Secretariat
Committee. This accounts for the various changes in formatting that exist
throughout this document. The Clerk’s goal is to capture the spirit of the meetings.
Ultimately though, the Secretariat Clerk has responsibility for the final result. So, if
you find errors, please inform me.
Respectfully submitted,
George Mills, PYM Secretariat Clerk (Communications Committee)
November 29, 2018
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List of Action Minutes
AS Minute 2014-01: Pacific Yearly Meeting approves the appointment of Stephen McNeil as
Recording Clerk.
AS Minute 2014-02: Pacific Yearly Meeting approves augmenting the budget of Ministry and
Oversight Committee by $100, raising the total of their annual budget to $5,050.
AS Minute 2014-03: Pacific Yearly Meeting approved changing the name of the “Youth Program
Coordinator Supervisory Committee” to the “Youth Programs Coordinating Committee,” with
appreciation for the work performed thus far.
AS Minute 2014-04: Pacific Yearly Meeting asks the Discipline Committee to begin work on the
next revision of our Faith and Practice.
AS Minute 2014-05: Pacific Yearly Meeting approved the initial proposed budget with the
exception of the giving budget items. Finance and Ministry & Oversight Committees are asked
to form an ad hoc committee to recommend guidelines for determining allocation of donations
to Quaker organizations. The ad hoc committee is asked to elicit wider Friends’ input, and bring
its seasoned recommendations for guidelines and for Support of Friends Organizations
expenditures for the 2014-2015 budget year to the Representative Committee in March 2015.
AS Minute 2014-06: The Naming Committee recommendations for the Nominating Committee
were approved: For terms ending in 2017: Stephen Matchett (San Francisco), Graciela Martinez
(Visalia), and Nora Cooke (Grass Valley). And for the term ending in 2015, Marion Holzwarth
(San Bernardino/Ojai Worship Group). Stephen Matchett and Elaine Emily were approved as
co-clerks.
AS Minute 2014-07: The Nominating Committee slate (unchanged from the first reading) is
approved.
[End of approved minutes]
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PLENARY I
Plenary I began with worship at 6:47 PM.
Clerk’s Welcome: Steve Smith welcomed everyone to the 68th Annual Session of
PYM noting how wonderful it is to gather together.
Roll Call – see full list attached. (Attachment 1.)
A friend added the Soledad Worship Group which meets in the California State Prison in
Soledad.
Visitors
Ruth Flower, FCNL Legislative Secretary and Tom Horne, from Adelphi Friends Meeting, MD.
Dana Kester-McCabe, assistant clerk of Friends Journal Board of Trustees, member of
Wicomico River Friends Meeting in Maryland, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, is traveling
in service to the Friends Journal.
Lynn and Stephen Newsom, new directors of Quaker House in Fayetteville, NC, a Quaker
military counseling service.
Johnathan Vogel-Bourne is glad to be back “home” from Cambridge Monthly Meeting.
Mira Wonderwheel, Development Director, Friends House, is happy to be here and learning
about Quakers.
Barry Crossno, General Secretary of Friends General Conference.
Walker Creek Ranch Welcome:
George Stockman, Walker Creek Ranch, graciously welcomed one and all to the Ranch.
He briefly described the purposes and educational activities carried out during the year.
He mentioned a few items of concern.
Clerk’s Remarks:
Steve Smith is awed by and very appreciative of the honor of clerking this body, noting its lifechanging quality. He asked that we hold him in the Light. He reminded us that we are in worship
in our business meetings. We will begin on time so being settled in by the beginning time would
be very helpful.
Arrangements:
Marilee Eusebio (Davis) provided information about the site arrangements. Jan Turner
(Humboldt) described how those with special dietary needs have had their needs met and how
they can address their concerns.
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Children’s program:
Keenan Lorenzato, (Davis) Children’s Program Coordinator, described the schedule and how
parents can contact him.
Naming Committee:
Marilee Eusebio (Davis) read the Naming Committee report. (Attachment 2.)
M&O Briefing:
Clerk of M&O, Bronwen Hillman (Mexico City), introduced the M&O Committee members,
noting that M&O will listen to our concerns and questions. The Epistle Committee members
were introduced: Julian Garrett, Valerie Nuttman and Nicholas Wright.
Listening Sessions:
Shayne Lightner (Santa Monica), M&O Committee, explained an innovation this year: Listening
Sessions that provide advance information and hear concerns about upcoming topics in plenary
Meetings for Business. During the Listening Sessions, individuals presenting at the plenaries
will give brief explanations of the matters they will bring to a later plenary. The remaining time
is for asking questions and expressing concerns, giving advance feedback for plenary presenters.
Junior Yearly Meeting:
Hannah Mackinney (Strawberry Creek), Miriam Myers (San Francisco), and Alex Gillespie (San
Diego), JYM co-clerks, introduced themselves, as did David Shaw (Santa Monica), an M&O
member. They have a very busy schedule this PYM and invite others to join them.
Young Adult Friends:
Co-clerks, Kylin Navarro (Berkeley) and Elena Anderson-Williams (Palo Alto), Cody Lowry
(Orange Grove), Clerk of M&O, and M&O members, Julian Garrett (San Jose), Tess
Solenberger (Bellingham, WA), and Rebekah Percy (La Jolla) introduced themselves. The YAFs
will be leading a plenary on Wednesday.
Secretariat:
Tom Yamaguchi (Strawberry Creek) gave the location of the Secretariat, which will focus on the
“Daily Miracle”. One can submit articles by email or hard copy.
Registrar:
Joyce Samati (Strawberry Creek) and Sarah Tyrell (Berkeley) are pleased to be your registrars.
They are happy to be working again with the contract registration team from Berkeley Friends
Meeting.

PYM-AS-2014 Minutes Packet - p. 6

Epistle Reading:
Reading Clerk, D.J. Bloom (Appleseed) read the Epistle, “Friends for LGBTQC” from February
2014. The epistle affirmed a renewed commitment to become a radically inclusive beloved
community, and called for Friends Meetings and churches to enrich and strengthen themselves
by fostering greater diversity. That epistle (Attachment 3) and many others can be read on the
PYM website.
Minutes were approved.
Closing Worship at 8:16.
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Attachment 1. Annual Session, PYM Roll Call, July 14, 2014
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Attachment 2. Naming Committee Report
Naming Committee Report to Pacific Yearly Meeting, Walker Creek Ranch
July 15, 2014
Naming committee found our work gratifying. We enjoyed visiting with many Friends while
seeking to identify those who could serve on Pacific Yearly Meeting’s Nominating Committee.
We have an unusual presentation in that we propose to augment Nominating Committee by one
person for just one year. Our assignment was to bring forth three names for three year terms
ending in 2017 and one position for a one year vacancy ending in 2015 as well as the name, or
names for the clerk of the committee.
The people who are willing to serve for the terms ending in 2017 are Stephen Matchett SF,
Graciela Martinez, VI, and Nora Cooke, GV. The name Marion Holzworth, SB is brought
forward for the one year position. We recommend Elaine Emily and Stephen Matchett as coclerks.
Because we were made aware of the willingness of a young person to serve, we recommend that
Hannah Mackinney who is a senior in high school, serve for this next year. Often the lives of
our young Friends and Young Adult Friends are hectic with changing domiciles and demands on
their time.
One of the reasons we offer this idea is that it seems in keeping with this session’s theme:
YOUTH AND PROPHECY: AWAKENING TO A NEW CREATION.
We appreciate having been asked to serve in this capacity.
Liz Baker
Jim Summers
Marilee Eusebio, convenor
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Attachment 3. “Friends for LGBTQC” February 2014.
Epistle from Friends for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer Concerns
17 of Second month, 2014
To Friends Everywhere,
We have gathered again in our annual midwinter gathering, this time at Oregon’s Menucha Conference
Center above the beautiful Columbia River Gorge.
Our theme expanded on our commitment to become a radically inclusive beloved community. We heard
from plenary speaker Mariana Ruybalid, a person of color who lives with cerebral palsy. Other Friends
too shared about the challenge of being differently abled and we began dialogue about how we can
welcome all those whom society excludes as ‘queer’ for any reason. We challenge the entire Religious
Society of Friends to develop their embrace for people whose needs are different; to support ministries
that utilize the gifts of all whom God inspires, whatever their health, mental, and physical abilities.
We heard the struggles of two young adult Friends claiming their identities both as Gay and Christian and
were inspired by their courage in speaking truth to power and remaining faithful. We are reminded to not
turn our backs on these Friends or the communities in which they seek belonging.
We hear of meetings and churches that do not embrace the gifts of Friends’ sexuality, gender identity and
sexual orientation. Our experience is that the diversity among the members of our body enriches and
strengthens our community. In this gathering, we celebrate attendance of Friends of all branches of North
American Quakerism, many Friends under the age of 50, Friends of varying family structures, and
Friends of diverse ethnic backgrounds. As we express ourselves authentically and we accept the challenge
of loving one another unconditionally, we manifest the testimony of integrity and are liberated to live and
love in the Light.
We hold in the Light all those who suffer from oppression and those who consciously or not contribute to
their suffering. We wish to be allies to sexual minority African Friends whose nations have laws against
homosexuality.
We accept the invitation and challenge from some Friends of Color to share our gifts, support one
another, and make our own space more radically inclusive. We joyfully look forward to our work together
in future Gatherings.
We honored the life of weighty Friend, Joe Franko, a member of our community whose passing leaves
sorrow but whose life inspires continued joy.
We experienced the Holy Spirit of Truth moving among us in many ways as we worshipped and heard the
clear call to let our first motion always be to love, especially in response to fear and hatred.
In the Light, in and for the Gathered Beloved Community of FLGBTQC,
Ted Heck & Kathy Beth, Co-Clerks
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PLENARY II
Plenary II began with worship at 10:00.
After opening worship, Jonathan Vogel-Borne of Cambridge Friends Meeting (New England
Yearly Meeting) rose to deliver his keynote talk and to offer his ministry, based on the verse
“Your Sons and Your Daughters will Prophesy” (Acts 2:17 & Joel 2:28). Jonathan called us to
name, encourage and live out our prophetic witness, fulfill our divine purpose, dismantle the
domination system, tear down the religion of empire, and build alternative communities that
bring all of creation home to the unconditional love of God. Both talk and ministry were well
received with goodwill, shared memories, humor and a sense of being inspired.
His talk was recorded and will be posted on the Yearly Meeting website.
Speaker’s Background: After nearly 30 years of wandering in the eastern parts of this country,
Jonathan Vogel-Borne was especially blessed to be invited “home” to the yearly meeting where
he was raised. He grew up in Orange Grove Monthly Meeting in Pasadena. His first formal travel
in ministry was under the care of Pacific Yearly Meeting. In 1982, with a minute from Santa
Cruz Monthly Meeting endorsed by the Yearly Meeting, he took part in a cross-continental
bicycle peace pilgrimage called the “Peace Peddlers.” Six west coast adult young Friends (four
from Pacific Yearly Meeting), all in their 20s, rode from San Francisco to Washington DC (also
touching Mexico and Canada), listening to the American people for the spiritual grounding that
would lead to nuclear disarmament. Most recently he and his wife, Minga, have been called to
New England to serve the Friends Meeting at Cambridge as Resident Friends. From 1991 to
2013 he was the lead staff person for New England Yearly Meeting.
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PLENARY III
The Clerk open the plenary at 3:15 p.m.
Epistle:
D.J. Bloom (Appleseed) read the Epistle of the German Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society
of Friends, Bonn, October 18-21, 2012. The testimony of equality was featured in the gathering,
and a revised version of their Book of Discipline was approved.
Introduction of Visitors:
Shelley Tanenbaum, General Secretary of Quaker Earthcare Witness.
Paddy Coreris, Friends House, Sales and Marketing Director. An informational table
about Friends House is set up near the registration table.
Jay Carmona (Strawberry Creek), Divestment Campaigner, here at the invitation of
Quaker Earthcare Witness.
The Minutes from Plenary II were read and approved.
Clerk’s Remarks:
The Clerk will be using the convention of “friend” when addressing those rising to speak.
Friends rising to speak are asked to state their name and meeting when they do so.
Nominating Committee Report:
Elaine Emily (Strawberry Creek), Clerk, read the draft report. The final report will be attached to
the minutes for Plenary IX.
Approval was requested for Stephen McNeil to serve as Recording Clerk for PYM 2014.
AS 2014-01: Pacific Yearly Meeting approves the appointment of Stephen McNeil as
Recording Clerk.
State of the Society Report by M&O Committee:
David Lederman (Orange County), M&O Committee, read the “State of the Society Report”.
(Attachment 1)
Treasurer’s Report:
Roy Allen (Berkeley), Treasurer, gave the report. Travel reimbursements applications are
encouraged so that PYM knows the cost of PYM. (Attachment 3)
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Statistical Report:
Don Bean (Conejo Valley) and Lee Knutsen (Live Oak), Statistical Co-Clerks, summarized the
report. Overall membership within Pacific Yearly Meeting has decreased by 25, for a total of
1,321 members, down from 1,346 last year. (Attachment 4)
A question was raised about including the children of members as well as the adult members.
Finance Committee:
Ed Flowers (Appleseed), Clerk, read the report. The final Finance Committee report will be
attached to the minutes of Plenary VIII.
Ministry & Oversight requested augmentation to their annual budget of $100, which would raise
the total of their annual budget to $5,050. Finance Committee recommended this augmentation.
AS Minute 2014-02. Pacific Yearly Meeting approves augmenting the budget of Ministry
and Oversight Committee by $100, raising the total of their annual budget to $5,050.
The changes in the PYM budget recommended by the Finance Committee have caused some
concerns. A Finance Committee meeting will be arranged to consider those concerns. A question
was raised about whether this decision is best made by the Finance Committee or a larger group.
Minutes were approved with corrections.
Closing Worship at 4:30.
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Attachment 1. State of the Society Report, Pacific Yearly Meeting,
Ministry and Oversight Report, July 15, 2014
State of the Society
How is Truth prospering among us?
We are nurtured by our Meetings for Worship
“Meeting for Worship continues to be the heart, the essence of why we gather as Friends. In silence and
vocal ministry, we sense a deepening experience of worship. The presence of several new attenders, who
express their deep gratitude for having found Quaker meeting, reminds us of how God is working through
us every first day as we gather. One friend shared, “In every meeting we are learning what ministry is.”
(Chico)
“Meeting for Worship is our cherished center, yet we occasionally struggle to find deep, spirit led
ministry and worshipful silence versus a more casual style resembling worship sharing. We are planning
more study and retreats that we pray will lead us to the Spirit, deepen our worship, and season our
ministry. We recognize that we are growing and changing, both as individuals and as a community.”
(Orange Grove)
“We now close the doors to Meeting for Worship during the first 15 minutes, while the Meeting centers.
This more clearly defines our shared worship space, resulting in deeper silence and centering, allowing
latecomers to join the Meeting with less disruption. This change has encouraged punctuality, and given
those who arrive on time a full hour of devotion. Weekly attendance has increased 15- 20%. We have
gently eldered some, to help them make their vocal ministry clearer. We are planning our first combined
children’s and adults’ Meeting for Worship.” (Santa Monica)

Our Membership is Aging
Many meetings reported their concerns about the aging of their membership. The impact is that there are
fewer Friends with the energy to serve on committees and in some cases Friends have left their meetings
as they move into retirement homes. Meetings find themselves reconfiguring their committee structures
to accommodate these losses. Several meetings have hosted workshops on “Aging as an Adventure”
facilitated by Claire Gorfinkel. They report that these workshops were well received.

We Strive to Build and Enlarge Our Communities
Meetings report a variety of activities to deepen their sense of community and to reach out to newcomers.
Examples are book groups, Quakerism 101, adult religious education, pot lucks, sharing Spiritual
Journeys, ride facilitation to and from meeting activities, outreach, poetry groups, Friendly Eights, retreats
of the whole and of affinity groups, movies, discussion groups, seekers' session, Bible study, and nonviolent communication groups.

We Care Deeply For Our Children and Youth
Most meetings would love to increase the number of children and youth in their midst and are seek ways
to bring that about. Orange County Meeting has an intergenerational meeting for worship once a month.
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San Jose and Santa Barbara report thriving children's programs. Claremont and Humboldt meetings are
reaching out to students at local universities.

We Carry Our Faith into the World
We endeavor to let our lives speak by feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, visiting the prisoner.
We offer educational support to people in our local communities and many places around the world. We
are active in environmental concerns. We engage in peace work and are active in promoting equal rights.

We Continue to Support Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender and Queer Concerns
Davis meeting held a second hour program on transgender issues that was facilitated by two young
friends.
Claremont Meeting is inspired by a Friends concern for transgender people in the Santa Ana immigration
detention center. Together they viewed a film “Trans” which softened their hearts towards transgender
children and led them to promote themselves as an inclusive community.
Both Santa Barbara and Delta Meetings have taken same gender marriages under their care.

Our Worship Space is Important to Us
While we recognize that our meeting is a community and not a building, at the same time the building
helps us to maintain consistency and equilibrium. Several meetings reported the challenges and stresses
brought on by building, remodeling, and landscaping.

We are Uncomfortable with Conflict and the Uneasiness that Arises When we Fail to Reach
Unity
Although conflict itself is not new to us, many meetings are now exploring how conflict arises, how to
engage with conflict, and how to listen better to one another and the Spirit as they move through the
discomfort. We are unhappy that Friends have left our meetings after emotionally charged discussions.

We are Enriched by Our Process of Self-Examination
“Joy, Inspiration, Celebration. These words were central to our hearts, as Delta Friends gathered recently
to review our Meeting.”
Although we carry many and real concerns, it is clear that our Quaker practice continues to serve us well.
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Attachment 3. Treasurer’s Report
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Attachment 4. Statistical Report, (without slides and slide notes.)
This report summarizes membership information within the monthly meetings of Pacific Yearly
Meeting (PYM) for the statistical year ending May 31, 2014.

There are 37 Monthly Meetings. Twenty-four meetings are in College Park Quarterly
Meeting (65% of the total), nine meetings are in Southern California Quarterly Meeting
(27% of the total), and four meetings are not affiliated with a Quarterly Meeting (Big
Island, Honolulu, Guatemala, and Mexico City), which represent 8% of the membership.
There are 16 Worship Groups in total:
CPQM – 8 Worship Groups
• Sierra Foothills, under the care of Delta Meeting
• Southern Humboldt, under the care of Humboldt Meeting
• Soledad, under the care of Live Oak Friends Meeting
• Friends House, Ukiah, and Lake County, under the care of Redwood Forest
Meeting
• West Marin, under the care of San Francisco Meeting
• Oakland, under the care of Strawberry Creek Meeting
SCQM – 4 Worship Groups
• Las Vegas, under the care of Inland Valley Friends Meeting
• Conejo Valley and Whitleaf, under the care of Orange Grove Monthly Meeting
• Ojai, under the care of Santa Barbara Monthly Meeting
Unaffiliated with Quarterly Meetings – 4 Worship Groups
• Maui, Kauai, and Molokai under the care of Honolulu Meeting
•
Oaxaca, under the care of Mexico City.
The largest Meetings are: Strawberry Creek (99), Berkeley (94), and Palo Alto (94).
Seven Meetings have 10 or fewer members.
Overall membership within Pacific Yearly Meeting has decreased by 25, for a total of
1,321, down from 1,346 last year. The decrease in 2013 was 44.
Twenty-seven people joined by convincement, up from 18 last year. Twenty-eight
members died, and 20 members were released or withdrew. 17 members transferred
into Meetings; 22 transferred out.
Within the past 10 years, Pacific Yearly Meeting membership was at its highest, 1,527
members, in 2005. The lowest is 2014. Total membership was down 1.9% for this
statistical year. However, this is the lowest percentage drop since 2010. The ten-year
loss is 13.49%.
A 10-year Year-over-Year view of PYM membership changes, and the number and
types of changes per Meeting, will be available on the Pacific Yearly Meeting Website.
Respectfully submitted, Don Bean and Lee Knutsen, Statistical Co-Clerks
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PLENARY IV
Plenary IV opened with worship at 8:50 a.m.
Reading Clerk DJ Bloom (Apple Seed) read the epistle from the Yearly Meeting of
Aotearoa/New Zealand. Emphasizing flexibility regarding Quaker process, the epistle affirmed
the importance of inclusiveness. Newly revised Advices and Queries were launched, and a
lecture by Jeanette Fitzsimons spoke to the necessity of a sustainable economy.
The AFSC West Regional Director Sonia Tuma was introduced and welcomed.
The Plenary III Minutes were approved.
Youth Program Coordinator Supervisory Committee Co-Clerk Mary Klein (Palo Alto) and
Youth Coordinator Alyssa Nelson (Davis) presented the committee report (attached) with
appreciation for yesterday’s listening session in preparation for this agenda item. In addition to
the details in the report, they have recently held a Young Adult Friends retreat weekend at
Redwood Forest with 30 attending, assisted Berkeley Friends Meeting to start the process to
establish a Quaker Voluntary Service house in the San Francisco Bay Area in 2016, worked with
Quaker Oaks Farm and others in preparation for the 2015 Presidents’ Day camping weekend and
service project with the Wukchumni tribe, and started a conversation with Casa de Los Amigos
on a future project in Mexico City.
AS Minute 2014-03 Pacific Yearly Meeting approved changing the name of the “Youth
Program Coordinator Supervisory Committee” to the “Youth Programs Coordinating
Committee,” with appreciation for the work performed thus far.
American Friends Service Committee report was presented by U.S. West Regional Director
Sonia Tuma. The U.S. West Region is the largest AFSC region in the U.S. with 17 of 38 AFSC
U.S.-based programs. Six of the 11 offices in the West Region are in California: three in the
Central Valley (Fresno, Stockton, and Farmersville), one in San Francisco, one in Los Angeles
and one in San Diego Immigration is the largest program focus. Sonia presented details on the
two youth programs in California, the Los Angeles Roots for Peace with a focus on food
security and the San Francisco 67 Suenos (67 Dreams in English) referring to the 67% of the
undocumented youth who are not eligible for any Dream Act provisions. See the AFSC website
for details: www.afsc.org
Friends Committee on National Legislation Associate Executive Secretary for Legislative
Programs Ruth Flower (Adelphi, Baltimore Yearly Meeting) thanked us for both our financial
support and active participation in the work of the FCNL. She noted that Friends can work from
their homes with hands on the computer or hands on conference calls or calls to their members of
Congress. On the Hill she has been asked how many FCNL supporters are in a District or State
and she can point to copies of letters to editors or to copies of correspondence between Quaker
constituents and their members. PYM meetings also participate every other year in setting
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legislative priorities for lobbying through a consultative process. FCNL is engaging Young
Friends in a new program that will lead to more internships, short-term and long-term, Spring
Lobby Weekends, and a special track at the November Annual Meeting that builds Young
Friends’ sense of community. She has been surprised at Friends’ surprise that AFSC and FCNL
worked together in developing a look at a new U.S. foreign policy in the “Shared Security”
document and website (www.sharedsecurity.org). Aside from this joint project, FCNL and the
AFSC Washington, D.C. office (Office of Public Policy Advocacy) have long worked together in
complimentary fashion on bringing Friends’ testimonies to bear on Congress and the
Administration.
Peace and Social Order Committee Clerk Alvaro Alvarado (Sacramento). presented the
committee’s report (attached). The main work this year was developing the document,
“Procedures for Presenting a Minute of Concern at Pacific Yearly Meeting Annual Session,”
which are part of the committee’s report.
Minutes were approved.
Closing Worship at 10:00 a.m.
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PLENARY V
Plenary V opened with singing worship by Young Adult Friends at 3:16 p.m.
Epistle Reading
D.J. Bloom read the epistle of the “86th General Session of the Yearly Meeting of Quaker
Friends in Cuba.” The writers of the epistle rejoiced in the love and peace of the Spirit. They
reported the opening of the Cuban Quaker Institute of Peace (ICCP).
Young Adult Friends
YAFs guiding the presentation from the facing bench were Robert Allen (Berkeley), Cody
Lowry (Orange Grove), Annie Gholson (Orange Grove), Elena Anderson-Williams (Palo Alto),
Kylin Navarro (Berkeley), Dorothy Henderson (Grass Valley), Sally Kingsland (Strawberry
Creek), and Keenan Lorenzato (Davis). Kylin and Elena , YAF co-clerks, introduced the
presentation with questions and shared that they want to speak as people who love us and
recognize that of God in us.
•

Another friend, who does not wish his name entered into the minutes, shared his story of
convincement. This began during a specific event when he was about 10, seeing angels in
his grandmother’s hospital room after she had a stroke. Seeing the angels he did not need
to have faith but knew the spiritual realm was real. His fuller story is attached below.
(Attachment 1)

•

Sally Kingsland (Strawberry Creek) began by acknowledging the Miwok people’s
ongoing connection to this land. She shared her story of a leading to come here from
Australia. Gradually the leading became stronger and through much trepidation the call to
move was answered. The result was amazing, painful and joyful spiritual growth. Her
fuller story is attached below. (Attachment 2)

•

Dorothy Henderson (Grass Valley) shared her response to two queries of Thomas Kelly’s
sent by the YAF co-clerks. Years ago, she realized she wanted to walk with Jesus. This
became part of her life, and it was not easy. Through this walking she discovered the
bubbling spring of Spirit, a different life, and became a full Quaker. Her fuller story is
attached below. (Attachment 3)

The Young Adult Friends concluded their presentation and began the worship with singing.
Several attenders spoke out of the silence.
Reading of the minutes of Plenary V was deferred to Plenary VI.
With closing worship, Plenary V ended at 4:39 p.m.
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Attachment 1. Friend, who does not wish his name entered into the minutes.
We heard a Friend share the Friend’s testimony of belief. The Friend’s convincement came at a
young age, when a grandmother had a stroke and angels made their presence known in her final
hours. The ministry then led forward to an experience of conviction.
Following a leading this Friend opened the bible and landed on a charged piece of scripture"Whoever loves mother or father more than me is not worthy of me." Friend was convicted, and
as such called to live a life of devotion.
This Friend lifted up John 15-15 from which Friends get their name, stating that the Friend is in
the process of conversion, wrestling with the charge of being a good friend to Jesus.

PYM-AS-2014 Minutes Packet - p. 25

Attachment 2. Sally Kingsland.
My husband and two small children were living a relatively comfortable and stable life in
Australia with jobs, friends, family and access to nature. We were blessed with a wonderful
parenting community that we had helped to establish when our first child was born. I had the
regular support I needed for my body to keep me mostly pain-free.
However, I was longing for more. Although I was a committed Friend I did not find my spiritual
needs met at my local Meeting for Worship so did not attend. I yearned to sit at the feet of deeply
faithful Friends in order to learn. Two American Quaker women had been a spiritual lifeline for
me for many years helping me to believe that the Society of Friends could be what I hoped and
believed it could be despite what I saw around me.
The idea of moving away had been coming up over several years and it was becoming stronger
and more formed. There was much that we did not like about the idea of moving to the USA as
we would give up a lot of our quality of life. As we thought about the idea more, and made some
initial enquiries, my husband updated his LinkedIn profile and he was headhunted for a job in
Silicon Valley less than 24 hours later. Still, we did not become clear that we were to move until
we sat with the actual job offer after five interviews and some months had passed. It became
obvious to us as we sat with the offer that a door was open and that walking away from it would
be walking away from God.
We had a house to renovate, jobs to extract ourselves from and children's lives to rearrange but
we got to work and left 10 weeks later taking a few friends by surprise on the way. It was an
extremely intense time for three months before leaving and three months after arriving. Despite
the trepidation, doubt and tears, I carried a quiet confidence that came from trusting that I was
following Divine Will. The journey has been exciting and also very, very hard. There are many
facets of life in the USA which give me much pain including our separation from nature living in
a big city and the extreme inequity that leaves so many people destitute.
Upon arriving we were immediately showered with more blessings and opportunities than we
could have imagined. Quaker community experiences, a massive spiritual growth spurt that left
me with growing pains and even better care for body than what I had been so afraid to leave
behind in Australia. Even my relationships with my parenting friends in Australia have deepened
since we left.
I am so grateful for the gifts we have been given, strengthened in my faith and trusting that I will
be led wherever I need to be next.
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Attachment 3. Dorothy Henderson
I became a member of Ann Arbor Monthly Meeting in 1984, after attending from 1980.
I have been having conversations with God (pretty much one-sided) since I was 9.
A few years ago I found myself wanting to know Jesus.
Sixteen months ago I knew I wanted to walk with Jesus – with Quakers.
Jesus said, “It won’t be easy.”
For the past sixteen months I have been walking with Jesus and he has offered me disciplines –
several. The two that have challenged/exercised me the most have been to stop drinking
(alcohol) and to stop micromanaging my husband Doug’s life. In my talk to Yearly Meeting at
the Young Adult Friends panel I shared my struggle to replace my relationship with alcohol with
my relationship with Jesus – a struggle that has been resolved joyfully. I also spoke of the
profound teaching that has happened regarding my letting go of trying to manage my husband’s
life. Learning to trust Doug is really learning to trust God. And it is my own life that I have let go
of micromanaging. It is my life that I am willing to surrender to Christ. I am finally becoming a
Quaker.
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PLENARY VI
Plenary VI opened with worship at 8:45 a.m.
Reading Clerk DJ Bloom (Apple Seed) read the epistle from Monteverde Friends (Costa Rica).
The following visitor was introduced and welcomed: FCL-CA Director of Development and
Outreach Kevan Insko.
Discipline Committee Clerk Carolyn Stephenson (Honolulu) presented the committee’s report
(attached) which included the news that Monthly Meetings are no longer to send their minutes to
Whittier College and must await a disposition announcement from the Discipline Committee.
The March 2014 Representative Committee approved a minute that we start the revision of our
Faith & Practice. After some discussion the following minute was approved:
AS Minute 2014-04 Pacific Yearly Meeting asks the Discipline Committee to begin work
on the next revision of our Faith and Practice.
Nominating Committee Update
Stephen Matchett (San Francisco), a member of the Nominating Committee gave an updated
report with new nominations in italics (attached), which was distributed. A question was raised
about the size of the Nominating Committee.
The Plenary V Minutes were read, approved, and followed by brief worship.
Friends Committee on Legislation-California Director of Development and Outreach Kevan
Insko reported for FCL-CA, introducing Board members Stephen Birdlebaugh (Redwood Forest)
and Jim Eusebio (Davis). She noted that the recent FCL newsletter focused on the dire state of
poverty of many children in California and how having the FCL representing Friends’ voices in
the State legislature helps improve their situation especially on juvenile justice, criminal justice,
and immigration concerns. A bill pending making getting a driver’s license an automatic
registration with Selective Service had only two letters to the committee opposing its passage.
After an FCL action alert went out, 400 opposition letters were received. FCL action alerts have
generated over 10,000 letters supporting and opposing various pieces of legislation. A Friend
asked for donation of rummage or treasures to Palo Alto Meeting and books to San Jose Meeting
for the Palo Alto Friends Fall Harvest Festival. Last year the Festival raised around $9,000 for
FCL-CA. [See www.fclaca.org.]
Unity with Nature Committee co-clerks Catya de Neergaard (Berkeley) and Muriel Strand
(Sacramento) presented the committee’s report (attached), stating that the committee and Quaker
Earthcare Witness are encouraging Friends meetings and groups to take up divestment from
fossil fuel firms. They asked that the Strawberry Creek Meeting minute on divestment be
considered by Friends Meetings. The committee encouraged Friends to consider steps for
reinvestment in renewable energy sources and selection of the best eco-friendly investments.
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Western Friend Executive Editor Mary Klein (Palo Alto) introduced those involved with the
publication including Board member Jim Mangis (Santa Barbara). Western Friend serves three
Western Yearly Meetings (Intermountain, North Pacific, and Pacific). Mary gave the program’s
report (attached). Current directions are to (1) continue the work of the magazine, (2) expand
Western Friend’s online presence including author chats, and (2) expand the resources that
Western Friend provides to our three yearly meetings in the West. Writers are sought for the
upcoming themes found in the report.
Site Committee member Pat Wolff (Orange Grove) reported that we will be back here at Walker
Creek Ranch at the same week next year. The work to find a site for 2016 is underway. A
concern was expressed by a Friend that this site be made more senior-friendly.
The minutes were read and approved.
Closing Worship at 10:10 a.m.
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PLENARY VIII
Plenary VIII opened with worship at 8:45 a.m.
Reading Clerk DJ Bloom (Apple Seed) read the epistle from Intermountain Yearly Meeting
Senior Young Friends. The theme of the gathering was Simplicity and Eco-justice, with an
address, “From Empire to Beloved Community: The Prophetic call towards radial Faithfulness”
by Steve Chase.
Latin American Concerns Committee: Clerk Donna Smith (Redwood Forest) gave the report,
noting that their mission includes encouraging Pacific Yearly Meeting support of Casa de Los
Amigos, the El Salvador Projects of Palo Alto Meeting, and the Guatemala Scholarship Program
of Guatemala and Redwood Forest Meetings. At this Session, the Committee created a new
subcommittee, the Child Refugees and Migration Subcommittee convened by Lynnette Arnold
(Santa Barbara). Hayley Hathaway, Director of Casa de Los Amigos reported on the scope and
depth of the life and work at the Casa. Immigration remains a strong focus. They co-run a
Central American shelter elsewhere in Mexico City. They continue to offer refugee services at
the Casa, including support of returnees to Mexico from the States, human rights workshops,
support of cooperatives to sustain some to be able to stay, and operate a volunteer program for
Mexicans and foreigners, young and old, to come and help the work. She asked that we visit,
volunteer, or participate on an upcoming nine-day trip focusing on social justice in Mexico. The
Clerk noted that Mexico Friends Meeting was one of the first ten meetings to join in the
formation of Pacific Yearly Meeting.
The Registrars’ Report was given by Joyce Samati (Strawberry Creek) and Sarah Tyrrell
(Berkeley) gave their report (attached). The total attendance this Session was 281. There were
229 attending for the week, 26 for part of the week and 26 day attenders. There were 188 adults,
14 teens ages 13-17, and 27 children. Total attendance at last year’s Session was 252. First time
attenders were about 40. The registrars announced the call for applications for a contract
registration service for next year’s session, July 13-18, 2015.
Friends General Conference General Secretary Barry Crossno (Santa Fe, Intermountain Yearly
Meeting) expressed appreciation for his reception and for the Pacific Yearly Meeting members’
participation in the life of FGC. A majority of those present raised their hands when Barry called
for a show of hands of those who have attended a Gathering. Next year’s Gathering will be
outside Asheville, North Carolina. The White Privilege Conference will be in Philadelphia in
2016. He asked that we check out the Quaker Quest program that has offered one-day and
weekend workshops which have led to participating Meetings’ membership growth.
Quaker House Directors Lynn and Stephen Nelson (Fayetteville, NC) gave a report (attached)
on their work with military service members and their families. Their services to both the
military and peace communities range from GI Rights Hotline, Moral Injury presentations,
domestic violence in military families to militarized drones and anti-torture workshops. For the
first time this past year, military chaplains have visited Quaker House itself.
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Finance Committee Clerk Ed Flowers (Apple Seed) gave the second reading of the budget
(attached). Support of Friends Organizations was the sole section that received feedback and
those expenditures’ approval do not need to be in place by the end of the Session. The Finance
Committee proposed that we approve the budget without the Support of Friends Organizations
with the assessments remaining as proposed in the initial report: $95 per member, California &
Nevada; $39 per member, Hawaii & Guatemala; and $15 per member, Mexico.
AS Minute 2014-05. Pacific Yearly Meeting approved the initial proposed budget with the
exception of the giving budget items. Finance and Ministry & Oversight Committees are asked
to form an ad hoc committee to recommend guidelines for determining allocation of donations to
Quaker organizations. The ad hoc committee is asked to elicit wider Friends’ input, and bring its
seasoned recommendations for guidelines and for Support of Friends Organizations expenditures
for the 2014-2015 budget year to the Representative Committee in March 2015.
We held a Threshing Session on the Peace and Social Order Committee procedure for
presenting minutes of concern. The notes of that brief session are attached.
The minutes were approved.
Closing Worship at 10:10 a.m.
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PLENARY IX
Plenary IX opened with silent worship at 10:03 am.
Epistle Reading:
D.J. Bloom noted that the epistles collected from far and wide can be accessed on the
PYM website under the epistles category. He then read the Epistle from Britain Yearly
Meeting, held at Friends House, London on 24 – 27 May 2013. The epistle reported that
at the Annual Session, special attention was given to discernment and deep listening,
and to the meaning of being a trustee within the Yearly meeting.
Clerk’s Welcome: The Clerk welcomed all to the final plenary of the 68th Annual
Session of Pacific Yearly Meeting.
Naming Committee, Final Report:
The Naming committee, Jim Summers, Liz Baker, and Marilee Eusebio, convener,
brought the following names for Nominating Committee:
For terms ending in 2017: Stephen Matchett ( San Francisco), Graciela Martinez
(Visalia), and Nora Cooke ( Grass Valley)
And for the term ending in 2015, Marion Holzwarth (San Bernardino/Ojai Worship
Group)
AS Minute 2014-06: The Naming Committee recommendations for the
Nominating Committee were approved. Stephen Matchett and Elaine Emily
were approved as co-clerks.
Nominating Committee, Final Report:
Stephen Matchett (San Francisco) co-clerk, reported that the slate is unchanged from
the previous plenary. He asked for approval for the names brought forward earlier.
(Attachment 1)
AS Minute 2014-07: The Nominating Committee slate (unchanged from the
first reading) is approved.
Ad Hoc Committee on the Giving Budget: Bronwen Hillman (Mexico City), Clerk
of M&O, stated the purpose of the ad hoc committee: to examine the recommendations
in the proposed giving budget, and to recommend criteria for selecting organizations
that will receive PYM donations. Two persons, Claire Gorfinkel (Orange Grove) and
George Mills (Palo Alto), will serve on this committee in addition to the Clerk of M&O.
They will make recommendations to Representative Committee. Friends may bring
questions and concerns about this to Bronwen, Clerk of M&O.
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Clerk’s Comments: The Clerk expressed appreciation for those on either side of the
table, and especially for the sound person who has done a fine job.
•

Gratitude was expressed from the floor for the job done by the Clerk,

•

Gratitude was expressed from the floor for Alyssa Nelson, Youth Program
Coordinator and for those unseen helpers especially Don Bean for this PYM
event.

Ten minutes was taken for worship or a break.
Hearing our Epistles.
Middle School Children’s Program Epistle: The program participants read the
Epistle in turn, which provided a picture of their week of learning and other delights.
(See Attachment 2)
Junior Yearly Meeting Epistle: Nina and David Shaw read the epistle in haiku form
which described their very full schedule this week. (See Attachment 3) Co-clerks are
Jarod Rischpater, Maya Price, and Natasha Herrera. Clerk of M&O is David Shaw. M&O
members are Miles Pangelina, Nina Shaw and Rose Nadis.
Young Adult Friends Epistle: The epistle was submitted after the final plenary and
is attached. (See Attachment 4).
Primary School Children’s Program Epistle: The program participants read their
colorful epistle in turn, which also included pictures of the activities of their week. (See
Attachment 5)
Preschool Epistle: This epistle, read by Martin Walden (Central Coast), described the
activities, the processed developed, the depth and wonder, and appreciation of the
animals that happened during the week. (See Attachment 6)
PYM Epistle:
Clerk and Epistle Committee, Nicolas Wright (Mexico City), clerk, Julian Garrett (San
Jose), and Valerie Nuttman (Santa Cruz), read the Pacific Yearly Meeting 68th Annual
Session Epistle, describing concerns and also the strengths that drew us together. (See
Attachment 7)
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Comments:
A Friend prefers that we strike the term “older” from the title of the epistle. Numerous
comments and suggestions were offered from the floor. A Friend suggested that we trust
our committee to incorporate or not incorporate the offered suggestions.
Gratitude was expressed for the Epistle Committee for capturing the sense of the
session. A request was also made to acknowledge in future gatherings the original
native residents of the site.
Clerk’s Closing Remarks: The clerk feels even more honored and appreciative than
at the beginning of the week. He is grateful for the support he has received throughout
the week.
•
•

Gratitude was expressed for the good and lovely discussion.
A friend commented that we honor beauty, integrity, equality, that our own
selfish needs be kept low and the needs of the corporate body be held high. We
were reminded that substance is important but also the process.

Minutes were approved with corrections.
Meeting closed with silent worship at 11:52.
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Attachment 1. Nominating Committee Final Report
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ATTACHMENT 2. 2014 PYM Middle School Epistle

We all enjoyed singing, family night, the dance, and swimming at the pond.
We liked hanging out with everybody and having fun with our friends, and
playing Magic cards.
We created hand signs instead of words for asking questions.

We liked AVP games, playing the intergenerational Ga-Ga ball activity, and the

bookstore visit to listen to Tom and Sandy’s stories. We made Beady babies,
and some of us climbed up the trees outside the Buckeye room and Maple
lodge.
We did service projects at the garden and pond.

In the garden we tasted herbs. We petted and fed the animals (Baa!) and
played with the goats (Baa!).
We liked doing the skits (one of us had a great War God costume!).

We liked having lunch before everyone else gets to eat! We liked the food and
coffee, cookies and lemonade and hot chocolate, ice tea and orange juice.
Desserts! Ice cream!!
We learned a falling leaf meditation, and listened to stories told by Eric (we
especially enjoyed “Lost in the desert”).

In the museum where we met, we liked the universe posters, the dead pelican,
the live snake, rocks, dead animals’ bones, and feely boxes. We liked that they
let us use this room.
The pond was a special place. We liked hiking to the pond and swimming and
kayaking; we learned there are bass nests in the shallow end. We found
creative uses for the weeds, like making wigs.
We danced in the boogie barn! (“even though some of us can’t dance”). We
watched Cody, Keith and Sebastian freaking out at the dance.
And now we are Going Home!

-Created and approved by the Middle school program.
********************
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APPENDIX
Appreciation of others:
Getting to know Josh.

Appreciation of counselors
“I like all the counselors!”

Nate is not afraid to be who he is; he is patient with people; drum and moose
song; he is funny and knows a lot about birds
Meeting Hannah

Cody is very, very amusing; his ukulele and his songs; always has a smile and
looks on the bright side of things; his personality

Learning my uncle DJ could REALLY dance (compared to adults who can only
fake it)
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ATTACHMENT 3. JYM EPISTLE
To our worldwide friends
An epistle on our week
In haiku format
Worship Sharing:
Together we sat
Reflecting on our queries
We shared our stories
JYM Plenary:
We hosted a talk
On influential Quakers
In fishbowl format
Business Meeting:
We made decisions
Coming to a consensus
Our values stayed strong
AVP:
Sharing a safe space
Allowed us to dig deeper
Finding peace inside

Community Games:
Our friend Julian
Taught us to trust each other
Sensing without sight
Support Groups:
We broke into groups
Eased JYM transition
Bonded with laughter

Service Project:
Cleaned garden and pond
Bonded with middle school group
We served Walker creek
Sharing Creative Expression:
Casting away fear
We performed for each other
So many talents
Dance:
We hosted a dance
Quakers boogied to music
Clad in pajamas
_____________________
Now this is the end
Very glad to see old friends
Glad to make new ones
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ATTACHMENT 4. Pacific Yearly Meeting, Young Adult Friends Epistle, Annual Session, 14-19 July
2014

Take my hands I give them over
Make my heart an open door
Make my life a house of Spirit
Make me an instrument
Nothing more

This year at Annual Session the Young Adult Friend (YAF) community found meaning and deep
work in many things. We cared for the younger members of our community from 5 months to 11
years in the children’s program; participated in plenaries; worship sharing; and Bible study;
enjoyed play and deep reflection with JYM; found spiritual communion and unity through song;
shared in deep fellowship with older members of our PYM community; and continued to carry
forward a message which is stirring our Pacific Yearly Meeting community: We are ONE.
Attending Annual Session gives us an opportunity to dig deeper into our faith as Quakers. In
attending Plenaries, Worship Sharing, YAF check-ins and workshops, working with the children
and even during meal times, we find ourselves pushed at Annual Session. Pushed to live into the
gap between our outward and inward lives, pushed to surrender to Truth and listen more
actively to Spirit in our lives as well as in doing our Quaker business. PYM YAF offers us a
grounding Quaker community where we are free and challenged to be our complete and whole
selves - to live what we each believe.
We welcomed many YAFs this year. We were delighted to welcome first timers as well as old
timers; parents; college freshman; and everything in between. We are especially grateful for the
opportunity to lead a plenary session. During the singing in worship God’s presence brought us
to tears. We wish to have this often and regularly returned to the song, Instrument by Carin
Anderson as a way of opening our meetings together and bringing us back to a centered place of
Spirit and Christ.
As we move forward we strive to steward this blessed community throughout the year. To do
this work we have created a new structure in which to hold our ongoing work. Our new
committee, the Committee of Institutional Memory (CIM), will hold an ongoing record of how
the Spirit is moving amongst us. We are excited for this work.
We offer our hands, open our hearts, and devote our lives to being instruments of the Light.
Now is the time. We are ready. Be prepared.
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ATTACHMENT 5. Primary School Epistle
Friends, Agnita, Dawn, Linus, Ezra, Lily, Zachary, Alan, Emily, Rob, Tess and Robin,
gathered together making new friendships, telling stories, worship sharing in the river
with a concern for snail house building, we learned about George Fox. We played GaGa
Ball with the big kids. We read stories, swam, discussed reptiles, life and death and mice
and the meaning of it all. Our young Friends defined the light with this beautiful phrase:
It gives you warmth and shows you where to go. Fun was had by all.
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ATTACHMENT 6. Preschool Epistle
In 2014 at Pacific Yearly Meeting those of us under 6 years of age played and learned a
lot together.
Our favorite experience was everything. We explored Ooblak (anti-Newtonian fluid),
pounding its hardness and slowly pushing into its liquid gooeyness, like a moving slug
wall.
We talked about what happens in our Meetings for worship and how quiet we can be,
and how sometimes the silence deepens. We listened in silence to ourselves and to
others. We decided to sit down when we got really angry or sad and have a moment of
silence before we tried to talk and listen. Sometimes we waited until we could see our
belly buttons breathing in and out. Then we knew we were calm enough to become good
Friends again.
We each came to be friends with the goats, which we named: Scratchy, Stripe and Love.
We liked the way the birdseed felt under our toes and playing yucky and yummy as we
learned to share.
The mama deer and her fawn and the birds said our bird feeders were good by eating
everything up.
We walked all the way to the turtle pond and saw the birds and a snake and a caterpillar
and a butterfly and turkey vultures.
We ran really fast and helped Martin get even stronger.
We made tents out of blankets and pillows and chairs.
Our classroom and our PYM friends became our home together away from home. We
discovered that we really do love everybody.
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ATTACHMENT 7. Epistle, 68th Annual Session, Pacific Yearly Meeting
July 19, 2014
To Friends everywhere:
Youth and prophecy
Quakers of all ages join
Spirits united
Quakers from California, Nevada, Hawaii, Mexico City, and Guatemala gathered at Walker
Creek Ranch in Marin County this week, from July 14th to the 19th, to celebrate the 68th annual
session of Pacific Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends. The theme of this year's
gathering, “Youth and Prophecy; Awakening to a New Creation,” sought to reflect the growing
centrality of youth concerns in our Yearly Meeting in recent years.
There is an evident sense of joy upon our return to Walker Creek Ranch. We have enjoyed
Worship and fellowship in this valley surrounded by the golden summer hills of California, the
home of foxes, deer, quails, wild turkeys and horned owls. The Miwok people cared for this
valley not long ago, and we are honored to be able to meet here. The wind whips through this
valley, shaking the tent in which we meet. For some of us in this community, these landscapes
are a part of who we are.
Our happiness at being here and at being with one another have allowed us to lay aside many of
our burdens during this time. Our Yearly Meeting in recent years has struggled with difficult
Business sessions, division, and unresolved conflict. Like many Quaker groups, we are also
coping with a lack of diversity at our gatherings, the concerns of an aging population, the
segregation of age groups among us, declining participation in Meetings, and declining
attendance at the annual session. Intergenerational planning before this gathering resulted in
changes to this year's schedule, and those changes reflects several of these concerns.
Nonetheless, many of us arrived at this annual session with fundamental questions. Why should
going to Yearly Meeting be stressful? Where is the spirit that should be at the center of all that
we do?
We have felt the spirit with us this year, and many Friends have felt a renewed sense of
community emerging among us. At Walker Creek Ranch we have made time for Worship and
Business, eating and singing, laboring and playing with one another. Simple, direct and
challenging Worship Sharing queries drew us together in small, gathered groups. We worked
together with important proposals this year, in community. We decided to embark on a new
revision of our Faith and Practice for the first time in many years. We listened carefully to one
another regarding Minutes of Concern, and our Yearly Meeting's ability to speak to issues of
peace and social justice with a unified voice. Two youth-led plenary sessions led our Meeting to
collective deep moments.
Our Yearly Meeting's seeking has been helped along by the extraordinary passion and
commitment of our young people. This year, our youth bid us welcome to the revival of this
blessed community. They told us that they were engaged in an experiment of radical trust, and
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they invited us to join them as they sought the living spirit...with us. In their own call to this
year's gathering, they advised us plainly that living up to the fierce Light within us requires
nothing less than our own striving for divine perfection. These words and the spirit behind them
have handily cut through our preoccupations over long-held conflicts and carefully wordsmithed
minutes.
This year's keynote speaker, Jonathan Vogel-Borne, began our gathering with a passionate
testimony that stayed with us during our time together. He provided us with ways to imagine our
situation, and he presented us with some tools to help us seek transformation. Jonathan attended
Pacific Yearly Meeting during his youth, and went on to work as Secretary of New England
Yearly Meeting. He shared warm childhood memories of growing up at PYM, and spoke of his
own spiritual opening and call to ministry. He began that call by asking himself the question,
“Am I living my life so fully that I would be willing to die at any moment?”
Jonathan offered us the verse from which the calling to this year's session is drawn:
' I will pour out my spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your
young ones will see visions, your old ones will dream dreams' (Acts 2:17)
and he said to us that “those days are still here.” By speaking of the earnestness of youth and his
search for “some age-appropriate earnestness,” he pointed the way for all of us to embrace the
fire and spirit towards which our very own young Friends have invited us.
Jonathan reminded us that a prophetic message can not be contained, and comes like a fire. We
have felt in many ways the effect of these flowing currents of energy, and the fruits of having
more time for Worship, fellowship, and being present with one another. In our way, we have
begun to accept the invitation extended to us by the group Friends referred to as “Young Adult
Friends” or “Junior Friends.” We now seem jubilant, rather than ambivalent, about seeking new
ways to facilitate programs for young Quakers in California and beyond. We are aware of more
contact between the generations, rather than just more “intergenerational” activities. Listening
sessions before big issues are presented at plenary seem to have created an appropriate container
for clarifying discussion and centering community, both easing pressure on our strained business
agendas and allowing for more worship-centered Meetings for Business.
As we celebrated the lives of our members who have passed on since we last gathered, a young
Friend shared the story of an older friend and mentor making her feel more, because he had
complete faith in her. He told her he was not worried about the future of our Yearly Meeting,
because he had complete faith in the youth. We share this willingness to trust, and we share this
faith in our Yearly Meeting.
In peace,
Steve Smith, Presiding clerk
Pacific Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends
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Youth Program [Coordinator Supervisory] Committee Report
Pacific Yearly Meeting – Annual Session 2014
Introduction / Overview
This two-page report (plus appendices) addresses the work of the Youth Program Coordinator
Supervisory Committee as a whole, our updated Goals and Objectives and subcommittee structure
(Appendix A), the work of the Youth Program Coordinator in conjunction with the committee,
reflections on the evolution of the Coordinator position, and a recommended name change for this
committee to simply “Youth Program Committee.” The new Youth Program Fund (i.e., interest from
the Bob Vogel Endowment gift from PFOS) policy and application are in Appendix B of this report
and available on the PYM website (“Youth Program” tab > “Resources & Funding”).
Committee Updates
As we have reported in the past, we have been seasoning a recommendation to rename our
committee as simply the “Youth Program Committee.” Since the beginning, our committee members
have participated more and more actively in program design, implementation, and evaluation, and
during Annual Session 2013 we assumed additional responsibilities with regard to distribution of
funds from the new Bob Vogel Endowment. The current “Youth Program Coordinator Supervisory
Committee’s” responsibilities reach well beyond mere supervision.
Proposed Minute: PYM approves changing the name of the “Youth Program Coordinator
Supervisory Committee” to the “Youth Program Committee.”
This committee will continue to conduct annual performance reviews of the Youth Program
Coordinator, as well as regular evaluations of the full program, and to serve as ongoing supervisors
of the program and employee.
The Youth Program Committee currently comprises Jennifer Carr, Mary Klein (co-clerk), Steve
Leeds, Hannah Mackinney, Alyssa Nelson (ex officio, Youth Program Coordinator), Thomas Rios,
Steve Smith (ex officio, PYM Presiding Clerk), Jim Summers (co-clerk), and Nathan Walker. Sophie
Brinker and Sandra Schwartz also participated this year. Two of the six at-large seats are open, and
3-4 of the four youth seats will need to be refilled for the upcoming year.
We have divided our work into five subcommittees: Big Picture, Program/Resources,
Communication, Personnel, and Nuts & Bolts. Please see Appendix A, (attached) which describes the
current goals and objectives of the full committee and subcommittees. The full committee meets by
conference call monthly, and subcommittees meet by conference call as needed. The full committee
held one in-person meeting last November and is holding a second in-person meeting immediately
before this year’s annual session. Designated committee members also generally meet each week by
phone or video chat with Alyssa Nelson, our Youth Program Coordinator.
Employment Status of the Youth Program Coordinator
In last year’s program evaluation report we noted some open questions about employing a Youth
Program Coordinator should the program and position be approved beyond the pilot period, as it
was last annual session. Our committee has reached unity that PYM’s Youth Program Coordinator
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position has filled a demonstrated need for a professional-type position rather than an entry-level
or temporary position with regular turnover. The job requires not only the professional-level skills
of a youth development worker and a community organizer, but also requires specialized
knowledge of the structures, meetings, institutions, and individuals of Pacific Yearly Meeting, and
the development of substantial historical perspective on and carrying of institutional knowledge
about youth programs and related matters within PYM. We believe that longevity in the position is
helpful in this regard, and we hope to establish a schedule of pay and benefits that will make this
possible. Appropriate compensation should not only consider salary, but should also provide for
cost of living adjustments (which we have), possible merit or longevity increases, and for benefits
such as health insurance (which we have), vacation and health leave (which we have), and
retirement benefits (which we have been researching). In preparing our 2014/2015 budget
proposal with Finance Committee, we worked to adjust our overall program budget to allow for
retirement benefits. In addition to budgetary adjustments, the committee is also preparing to
rewrite the job description of the Youth Program Coordinator to better reflect the position’s
responsibilities as those of a youth development worker and community organizer, rather than
those of an event planner (as the position was originally envisioned in 2008 to a certain extent); the
committee considers the job description a living document to be revised as needed.
Program Highlights
Alyssa, as Youth Program Coordinator, continues to visit, support, and collaborate with Monthly
Meetings, Worship Groups, Quarterly Meetings, Quaker organizations, and various PYM
committees, officers, and individual Friends as they seek to meet the needs of youth in their efforts.
For example, she has participated in M&O’s work to reorganize PYM’s annual session structure; She
and others represented PYM planning the FWCC consultation that was held in Sacramento, CA on
March 14-16, helping to design the event to be inclusive of youth and families; She also worked
with the SCQM Youth Planning Committee and an artist from Santa Monica Meeting, Tanna
Moontaro, to organize youth and adults in painting a mural at the Santa Monica Meetinghouse
during SCQM Spring Quarterly Meeting, April 26.
Alyssa offered two sessions of the “Adult Allies to Youth” workshop this Spring – on April 5th at the
San Jose Meetinghouse (co-led with Julian Garrett) and on April 19th with Orange County Friends at
their annual retreat, with a total of 15 Friends participating. Over this year she has also visited
and/or consulted with Fresno MM, Humboldt MM, Ojai WG, Sacramento MM, and Ukiah WG. She
has continued communicating with Quaker Oaks Farm about offering the Spring Youth Service
Camp again next year and expanding opportunities for PYM youth and all Friends to utilize the
Farm.
Since last year’s annual session—when the Youth Program Committee became responsible for
distributing income generated by the Bob Vogel Endowment— the committee has worked to
develop policies and an application process to guide our work in this area. Please see Appendix B
(attached) or the PYM website (“Youth Program” tab > “Resources & Funding”). The committee has
planned an interest group for this year’s annual session, during which all Friends are invited to help
the committee determine the best ways to direct supportive resources to places where they are
needed for developing our Quaker youth and our intergenerational community.
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APPENDIX A: Goals & Objectives of the Youth Program Committee (revised, June 2014)
1. Goal One: Develop the PYM community to support youth.
a. Promote intergenerational communication & understanding (support both information-sharing
and cross-generational “language translation”).
b. Increase the skills in adults for acting as allies to youth (and to other adults!).
c. Manage transparent and effective systems to provide resources to serve the needs of PYM youth
and the broader PYM community.
Sub-Committees
Big Picture

Program /
Resources

Communications

Personnel
Administration /
Nuts & Bolts

Objectives
● Evaluate and report to PYM on: 1) the work of the YPC committee and 2) the
support in PYM as a whole for youth and intergenerational community
● Conduct formal program evaluation, long-range planning, and revision of
committee job descriptions every 3 years
● Revise program work plan every September
● Include concern for Hawaii, Mexico, and Guatemala meetings in program planning
● Promote intergenerational participation in Quaker events inside and outside of
PYM
● Conduct two trainings per year (one in each Quarter) to prepare adult Friends to
serve as “Friendly Adult Presences” at Quaker youth events and as adult allies to
youth
● Create a system for putting the new Youth Program Fund to work; develop funding
priorities, an application process, and procedures for granting and distribution of
funds
● Provide human support to projects that receive financial support from the Youth
Program Fund
● Facilitate information-sharing about logistical supports that are available to help
youth attend Quaker gatherings, especially transportation and scholarships
● Promote general awareness throughout PYM of upcoming Quarterly and Annual
Gatherings, and other Quaker-related programs and events
● Support the Youth Program Coordinator in fulfilling communications
responsibilities of: 1) taking notes of YPC meetings and circulating them, 2)
scheduling YPC meetings, and 3) producing occasional epistles / articles that
describe the YPC program
● Conduct a performance review of the Youth Program Coordinator annually
● Update our database of participants and contacts annually
● Create budgets and track financial activities for 1) the YPC program generally and
2) the PYM Youth Program Fund

2. Goal Two: Develop Quaker youth in community.
a. Increase the knowledge and use of Quaker process in communities of Quaker youth (clerking
skills, committee work, finding unity, etc.).
b. Increase the skills in Quaker youth for building relationships with adults.
Sub-Committees
Big Picture
Program /
Resources

Objectives
● (No specific objective for “development of youth in community;” however, youth
development drives all this subcommittee’s work.)
● Facilitate intergenerational planning of intergenerational events and youthfriendly plenaries at all Quarterly and Yearly Gatherings
● Support Quaker teens in planning and conducting one gathering of Quaker teens
each year (in addition to PYM’s Quarterly and Annual Gatherings), which will be a
time of reflection on Quaker Faith and Practice and might include a service project
● Support Young Adult Friends in planning and conducting one YAF gathering each
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Communications
Personnel
Administration /
Nuts & Bolts

year (in addition to PYM’s Quarterly and Annual Gatherings), which will be a time
of reflection on Quaker Faith and Practice and might include a service project
● Promote youth inter-visitation among Monthly and Quarterly Meetings
● Develop methods for involving a wide range of youth and their families in
publicizing events and activities for Quaker youth
● (No specific objective for “development of youth in community;”
● however, youth development drives all this subcommittee’s work.)
● (No specific objective for “development of youth in community;” however, youth
development drives all this subcommittee’s work.)

3. Goal Three: Develop Quaker youth as individuals.
a. Promote the growth of spiritual self-awareness in Quaker youth.
b. Promote the growth of social and environmental awareness in Quaker youth.
Sub-Committees
Big Picture
Program /
Resources
Communications
Personnel
Administration /
Nuts & Bolts

Objectives
● (No specific objective for “individual youth development;” however, youth
development drives all this subcommittee’s work.)
● As needed, facilitate conversations with individual families about youth transitions
from one age cohort to another at Quarterly and Annual Gatherings
● Provide “grant mentors” to youth who apply for project support from PYM’s Youth
Program Fund
● Reach out to youth who have “slipped away,” and to YAFs who have moved away
● (No specific objective for “individual youth development;” however, youth
development drives all this subcommittee’s work.)
● (No specific objective for “individual youth development;” however, youth
development drives all this subcommittee’s work.)

4. Goal Four: Strengthen Quaker faith and practice in PYM's intergenerational community.
a. Increase knowledge of the relevance of our Quaker legacy to today’s world.
b. Provide opportunities for Quaker service and action.
c. Provide authentic opportunities for youth leadership in intergenerational contexts.
d. Provide opportunities for play and rest, for setting priorities, and for honoring our testimony of
simplicity.
Sub-Committees
Big Picture
Program /
Resources
Communications
Personnel

Administration /
Nuts & Bolts

Objectives
● Set annual priorities among: 1) direct support to youth programs and events, 2)
support to monthly meetings and worship groups, and 3) consultation with
committees / organizations outside the YPC program
● See objectives associated with Goals Two and Three, above
● Support the Youth Program Coordinator in visiting 6-12 Monthly Meetings /
Worship Groups per year
● Support the YPC as a minister
● Assure that working conditions allow the YPC to grow and thrive in the job
● Assure that the YPC’s workload is appropriate
● Support the YPC in setting professional development goals each year
● Create and maintain effective and transparent record-keeping – including policies
and procedures, budgets, financial records, benefits accounting, and payroll.
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APPENDIX B: Youth Program Fund Policy, Application Form, and Reference Items
Available online: pacificyearlymeeting.org/2014/pym-docs/ypc/resources-funding

POLICY FOR THE USE OF THE PYM YOUTH PROGRAM FUND
(Version updated 7/2/14)

Funds from the Bob Vogel Endowment, accepted by Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM) at the
2013 Annual Session, shall be managed in accordance with the agreement between the
donor, Pacific Friends Outreach Society (PFOS), and PYM. Capital from the endowment
shall remain invested under the supervision of the PYM Treasurer and Finance Committee.
Income from the investment shall be placed in a Youth Program Fund to be used at the
discretion of the Youth Program Committee, and policies for its use shall be determined by
the Youth Program Committee. The use of these funds may be initiated directly by the
Youth Program Committee, or by other Quaker entities or individuals through an
application process managed by the Youth Program Committee. Applications will be
considered from Monthly Meetings / Worship Groups, committees of PYM, and individual
members/attenders of meetings, but are not limited to these individuals and groups. At the
discretion of the Committee, funds may be disbursed, carried over from year to year, or
reinvested with the capital. Consistent with the terms of the endowment gift from PFOS,
these funds will not be used to pay the salary or wages of the Youth Program Coordinator,
but may be used for any other purpose approved by the committee. All funds must be used
for activities consistent with the Youth Program Committee’s current purposes and
guidelines, which will be used to evaluate and prioritize all proposals. The current goals
of the Youth Program are (version 6/19/14):
1.
2.
3.
4.

Develop the PYM community to support youth.
Develop Quaker youth in community.
Develop Quaker youth as individuals.
Strengthen Quaker faith and practice in PYM's intergenerational community.

Those wishing to apply for program funds or other support for activities consistent with
these purposes are invited to submit a request using the “Application for Support from the
Youth Program Fund and/or Committee.” Funding decisions will be made by the Youth
Program Committee based on availability of funds, consistency with program purposes,
and guidelines and priorities; in accordance with the terms of the bequest, the Youth
Program Committee has sole and final responsibility for making decisions. The Committee
may work with applicants, particularly youth, to help them develop their proposals to fit
the purposes, guidelines, and priorities.
Note: This fund is not intended primarily for scholarships, or attendance or travel assistance.
Friends needing such assistance should ask their Monthly, Quarterly, or Yearly Meetings or the
host organization before calling on the Youth Program Fund.
Available online: pacificyearlymeeting.org/2014/pym-docs/ypc/resources-funding
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APPLICATION FOR SUPPORT FROM THE
YOUTH PROGRAM FUND AND/OR COMMITTEE
Please read the “Policy for the Use of the PYM Youth Program Fund” and this entire application
form before starting your application so that you have the background information to explain how
your proposal fits the guidelines and purposes. Please ask us if you have questions or need help.
And please be as concise as possible (1 or 2 pages) while also giving complete information. Please
allow plenty of time for the Youth Program Committee to convene and consider your application. If
a number of applications are pending, this may mean enough time for the Youth Program
Committee to gather applications, convene, and prioritize. If your proposal is chosen for funding or
other support, you will be expected to tell us how your project turned out. The Youth Program
Committee will be available to help you with a report, including potential publication about your
project to the PYM and wider Quaker world.
To submit your application, or for more information or for assistance in completing this application,
contact the Youth Program Committee’s co-clerks, (Mary Klein and Jim Summers),
youth@pacificyearlymeeting.org.
After thoroughly reading the instructions and Fund Policy Statement, please answer ALL the
following questions on a separate sheet of paper and submit to the Youth Program Committee
clerks (preferably by email, but hard copy is OK if necessary).
1) Name of Project/Activity:
Date of this Application:
Name of Contact Person preparing this application:
Address, Phone, and Email:
Monthly Meeting and/or other Quaker affiliation:
Other key people involved in organizing the project and their affiliations:
2) Description of activity/project and participants:
Date(s), time(s) and location(s):
Purposes:
What would be ‘success’ for this project/activity? (Good enough, not perfect!)
What has been your clearness process so far and what might it be as you proceed?
Please refer to the goals of the Youth Program Committee in our Fund Policy and describe which
goals relate to this proposal and how they will be addressed.
3) Needs for support:
Funding amount requested (if any):
Other sources and amounts of funding or support:
4) Are there other ways that you would like the Youth Program Committee or Coordinator to help
with your proposed activity/project? (For example, help with turnout for an event, bring pizza,
connect you with other people doing similar work, etc.)
5) Any other comments, questions, or information you’d like us to know?

Thanks for your application!
Available online: pacificyearlymeeting.org/2014/pym-docs/ypc/resources-funding
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REFERENCE ITEMS FOR THE BOB VOGEL ENDOWMENT
AND YOUTH PROGRAM FUND
From the “Statement of Purpose for Use of Funds from the Bob Vogel Endowment,” as
amended and accepted by Annual Session 2013, presented by an ad-hoc committee
comprising the clerks of the Youth Program Coordinator Supervisory Committee, Pacific
Friends Outreach Society, and PYM Finance Committee:
"Consistent with the terms of the [PFOS] gift, requests to spend funds will be managed
and approved by PYM’s Youth Program Coordinator Supervisory Committee (YPCSC),
or another appropriate committee to be determined by PYM in the case that the YPCSC
is laid down. The financial aspects of this gift (such as investments and accounting) will
be managed by PYM’s Finance Committee and Treasurer. The YPCSC will use these
funds to foster faith and fellowship among PYM Friends. The YPCSC will give funding
preference to projects that involve youth, particularly projects of an intergenerational
nature. PYM will engage in an ongoing visioning process to develop ideas for
strengthening our intergenerational community; the YPCSC will direct funds towards
helping PYM realize our collective vision. Funded activities may take place throughout
PYM, its Quarterly and Monthly Meetings, and Quaker organizations. While funds may
not be used for the Youth Program Coordinator’s salary, funds may be used to provide
financial support for Friends to facilitate or join in activities conducted or promoted by
PYM’s Youth Program Coordinator Supervisory Committee."
See also the minutes of Plenary V of Annual Session 2013, in which PYM accepted the Bob
Vogel Endowment from PFOS:
http://www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/2013/pym-docs/pym-2013-annual-sessionplenary-v/
Minute from the Board of Pacific Friends Outreach Society (PFOS), 2013:
"The [PFOS] Board minutes its decision to offer the assets of Pacific Friends Outreach
Society, that remain after expenses are paid, to Pacific Yearly Meeting as an endowment
to be known as "The Bob Vogel Endowment." The income from the fund is to be used as
determined by the Pacific Yearly Meeting committee, Youth Program Coordinator
Supervisory Committee (the "YPCSC"), or a successor committee, with the exception
that it cannot be used for salary or wages. If compliance with this restriction becomes
impossible for the Pacific Yearly Meeting, the "Bob Vogel Endowment" fund will pass to
a successor organization to be determined by the board at the time of the final
execution of the transfer of assets. The successor organization must also meet the
eligibility requirements under the Pacific Friends Outreach Society to receive an asset
distribution. The use of the income from the endowment will be restricted to programs
that support Quaker youth.
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Peace and Social Order Committee
Report to Pacific Yearly Meeting
July 2014
In previous annual sessions there has been a question of process and purpose of
minutes of concern. In response to this issue, Peace and Social Order (PSO)
responded by drafting a process that clarifies the issues surrounding minutes of concern
for the committee.
There were several questions we wanted to clarify with these procedures, including:
What is their purpose, on behalf of whom do we speak, and what is the process for
presenting minutes of concern to annual session.
PSO sees the purpose of minutes of concern as a statement that reflects a leading of
the spirit and is a simple and clear expression of our faith.
When there is a minute of concern presented at annual session, do Friends present
speak on behalf of themselves or on behalf of all Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM)? It is our
belief that Friends at the annual session speak as the spirit leads them, and not on
behalf of all constituents of PYM.
We wanted to ensure that if PSO brought a minute of concern for PYM consideration,
that it was a spirit led matter that has been considered by more than just PSO. Each
minute of concern must be brought forth to PYM with the unity of PSO and at least two
Quaker organizations whenever possible.
Urgent matters like the imminent threat of war require unity within PSO and the clerks of
Ministry and Oversight and the clerk of PYM.
These are the procedures that PSO approved to facilitate the work of the committee.
We are not asking for formal approval from PYM. We welcome comments and
suggestions and the greater wisdom of Friends. The procedures are provided as a
separate attachment to this report.
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Procedures for Presenting a Minute of Concern at Pacific Yearly Meeting Annual
Session
Purposes of minutes of concern:
1. To draw upon the collective wisdom and spiritual power of Friends present at the
Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM) Annual Session in order to insure that the minute is
accurate, faithful to our Quaker testimonies and truly reflects a leading of the
Spirit among Friends as we understand it.
2. To lend the authority of the PYM Annual Session to concerns brought by a local
or quarterly meeting, an individual with a leading, or a Quaker organization, thus
increasing the effectiveness of those under the weight of this concern. Others,
including elected officials, pay more attention when a statement comes from a
large representative body rather than from a local one or an individual.
3. To insure that the minute circulates as widely as possible.
Wording of a minute of concern:
A minute of concern is a simple and clear expression of our faith. It consists of a short
background statement regarding the concern followed by a brief minute that takes a
position and recommends an action. The background statement and minute will be
considered separately. The background statement may be used when the clerk is
authorized to send a letter to elected officials, organizations and "Friends everywhere."
Seasoning Minutes of Concern Prior to the Annual Session;
1. Friends gathered at the Annual Session have authority to speak on behalf of
themselves, but do not speak for all constituent members of Pacific Yearly
Meeting. Thus minutes of concern approved at the Annual Session are spirit led
statements by those gathered at the Annual Session, and are not binding on
constituent monthly meetings, their members and attenders. This understanding
is analogous to the practices of Friends Committee on National Legislation,
which gathers input from a broad spectrum of Friends but does not claim to
speak on behalf of all Friends. Although the Annual Session has representatives
from constituent Meetings in Pacific Yearly Meeting, Friends at the Annual
Session seek to be led by the promptings of the Spirit present amongst them at
the time they gather, and not by their notions of what their local Meetings might
want. Thus minutes approved by those at the Annual Session should begin with
an explicit qualification: ‘Friends gathered at the __th Annual Session of Pacific
Yearly Meeting, held in __(LOCATION)____ on ______(DATE), after careful
discernment, approved the following minute. Etc.’
2. Minutes of concern presented to PYM Annual Session by Peace and Social
Order Committee (PSO) reflect spirit led matters that Meetings, individual
Friends, and Quaker organizations have considered and acted upon. In all cases,
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PSO must come to unity about presenting such a request before it is brought to
the Annual Session for consideration. Before they are sent to PYM PSO,
a. Minutes of concern arising in Southern California must be approved by a
monthly meeting and by a quarterly gathering of Southern California
Quarterly Meeting.
b. Since College Park Quarterly does not consider minutes of concern, at
least two monthly meetings in College Park Quarterly Meeting must
approve minutes addressing the same concern before the concern is
brought to PYM PSO.
c. Meetings not belonging to a quarterly meeting that are under the care of
Pacific Yearly Meeting (such as monthly meetings and worship groups in
Hawai’i) may, upon approving a minute of concern, present the minute
directly to PYM PSO for consideration.
d. A concern may also be sent directly to PYM PSO by representatives of
organizations such as Friends Committee on National Legislation and
American Friends Service Committee.
3. If a pressing emergency (such as the imminent threat of a war) occurs just prior
to Yearly Meeting's Annual Session and Friends are led to respond, Friends
gathered at the PYM Annual Session may speak out as Spirit leads them. In
such cases, the procedure is for Friends to bring this concern to PSO, Ministry
and Oversight Committee (M&O), and the Presiding Clerk for their consideration.
If PSO, M&O and the Presiding Clerk are in unity about doing so, PYM PSO will
present a minute of concern to the Annual Session for possible approval.
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Discipline Committee Report to PYM, July 2014
Submitted by Carolyn Stephenson, Clerk, Discipline Committee
Discipline Committee met October 18-19, 2013 and January 31-February 1, 2014 in Los
Altos, California. Present were: Liz Baker, Stratton Jaquette, Carolyn Stephenson, Jan
Tappan, and DJ Bloom. Representative Committee in March 2014 approved Discipline
Committee’s recommendation to bring to the PYM Annual Session a minute to begin
revision of Faith and Practice.
Minute on revision of Faith and Practice
With the understanding that our faith recognizes that we are brought continuing
revelation, Discipline Committee agreed that our light so far leads us to conclude that it is
time to ask Pacific Yearly Meeting to undertake a revision of Faith and Practice. The
preponderance of evidence after 13 years of Discipline Committee receiving inputs,
questions, and concerns, along with changes to the organization and structure within the
Yearly Meeting, brings us to the conclusion that the current Faith and Practice is not
adequately serving the needs of the Yearly and Monthly Meetings.
With the approval of Representative Committee, Discipline Committee asks that Pacific
Yearly Meeting approve the following minute:
Pacific Yearly Meeting approves beginning on the next revision of our
Faith and Practice.
Background:
Faith and Practice is an evolving document, representing the growing experience of
Pacific Yearly Meeting Friends in seeking to know and follow the Inner Light. Earlier
editions were published in 1947, 1952, 1957, 1962, 1965, 1973, 1985, and 2001. Friends
will notice that 16 years elapsed between the 1985 and 2001 editions, and that it has now
been 13 years since the 2001 edition, and that much has changed in the world and in
PYM since that time. Given that it will likely take at least 5 years to revise the current
Faith and Practice, many Friends and PYM Meetings have asked the Discipline
Committee whether it might now be overdue to begin on such a revision. Among the
concerns and issues raised have been:
Possible changes to the Advices and Queries in both format and substance. This
includes a recommendation from one Monthly Meeting for a revision of the Advices on
Personal Relationships.
Possible changes to the section on testimonies, including consideration of whether
Earthcare is now recognized among us as a testimony.
Concerns that the section on minutes is incomplete and unclear and needs revision
along the lines of the workshops that Discipline Committee provided several years ago.
Concerns from a Monthly Meeting about appropriate records-keeping, as well as
revisions in Whittier College PYM and Monthly Meeting records-keeping procedures.
Changes to PYM Committee structures, including the laying down of East-West
Relations Committee, and the creation of a Youth Program Coordinating Committee.
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Need for greater clarity on committee responsibilities.
Concerns on a more explicit statement of the core or source of our faith.
Concerns on more explicit statement of our Christian origins.
A need to adapt to modern technologies for maximum accessibility.
While there was substantial support for beginning on a revision of Faith and Practice at
Pacific Yearly Meeting 2013, concerns were raised about the costs in time, effort, and
money that would be required. Therefore, Discipline Committee suggests both a return
to a revision committee size as practiced in editions prior to the 2001 revision, when the
size was doubled, and urges that the committee attempt to bring revisions for PYM’s
consideration in a much shorter time than the decade the last revision took. It also
recommends that the revision committee embark on a well-designed process of

consultation with Monthly Meetings to ensure widespread involvement in the
revision process, which might well help to re-energize us as a yearly meeting.

Discipline Committee Interest Group.
Discipline Committee will sponsor an interest group at this annual session:
“Faith and Practice as a Living Document”
Description: We envision discussion on what parts of Faith and Practice you use most
often, that are most meaningful, valuable, to you. We will ask Friends to picture
themselves 5-10 years from now: what should Faith and Practice look like and how do
you see yourself or your meeting using it then?

PYM-AS-2014 Minutes Packet - p. 58

Unity with Nature Committee Report to Pacific Yearly Meeting Annual Session 2014
Our Report to Representative Committee a few months ago describes most of our activities since
Pacific Yearly Meeting’s (PYM) last annual session.
Since then, we have received one mini-grant application from Casa de los Amigos, which will likely
be approved at our committee meeting at Walker Creek. Attached is a report about last year’s minigrant projects.
We have again arranged a simple meal this week, an opportunity for awareness. "To live simply so
others may simply live."
The simple meal raises awareness of how we live, and how our use of resources influences their
availability for others, including all flora and other fauna. Sadly, the demands of “First World”
lifestyles crowd out the needs of many others. Smaller portions of simple, nutritious food are
sufficient, tasty and friendly to the Earth. We can accurately think of wealth as ‘wellth,’ which
means that resources which fail to increase overall welfare don’t qualify as wellth.
Any money raised will be donated to the Unity with Nature Mini-Grants program and Right
Sharing of World Resources. In 2009 the simple meal raised approximately $700 which was divided
between 3 Quaker organizations.
As you know, we nurtured and are sponsoring two interest groups at the 2014 annual session, one
on divestment from fossil fuel stocks, and the other about Eco-Mysticism: deepening worship in
unity with nature (Friday at 10:45 am). Also, other concerned Friends are presenting an affinity
group about nuclear waste.
“What canst thou say?”
We sponsored an earthcare interest group at the College Park Quarterly Meeting. Inspired by the
Kabarak Accord from the Sixth World Friends Conference in Kenya in 2012 and some earth-loving
poetry, each participant shared their own evolving earthcare testimony. We expect to continue to
develop an earthcare minute or testimony. There are already dozens that have been approved by
various meetings and other Friendly organizations, and they are serving as resource material.
Discipline Committee will no doubt welcome communication and coordination on earthcare
concerns as they begin to review and revise Faith & Practice.
The goal of a sustainable PYM is relevant to an earthcare minute, as well as to the proposal to
divide PYM into north and south components. The SPICES testimonies offer a sound structure for
discerning the specifics of a sustainable PYM. However, ending our fossil fuel addiction is a huge
challenge, perhaps ‘The Moral Equivalent of War.’ Opposing this kind of progress is the fact that
our monetary system is trapped in the fossil fuel economy, and the land we need for local farms and
so forth, is trapped in the monetary system.
Long-term vision is needed for the long slow and huge emergency of climate change. Its nature lulls
us into making marginal changes, which are piling up like so many band aids stuck atop one
another. But radical surgery, a whole different infrastructure and tool set, is healthier for all.
We are discussing and seasoning the grassroots procedure developed by Peace & Social Order Committee
for circulating draft minutes among monthly meetings before bringing them to the yearly meeting. We are
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also considering our mission as described by our charter from PYM, the job descriptions for the QEW
representatives, and in general how to build stronger communications, mutual inspiration and support and
unity about earthcare concerns and projects between Meetings on all levels and with national earthcare
organizations.
We are wondering how to make our earthcare concerns more heard and weighed in the larger world. We
appreciate the excellent web presence of, and encourage participation with, Quaker Earthcare Witness
(QEW), Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL), and Friends Committee on Legislation in
California (FCL-CA). The QEW site and newsletter have great information about earthcare concerns
researched and written by Friends. QEW has a forum where you can go and discuss these issues online.
You can sign up at the FCNL and FCL-CA websites for the letter writing campaigns and related initiatives
to express Quaker Witness of the necessities of peace, earthcare, and social justice.
Our table presentation at this annual session has pictures and more about the 2013 mini-grant project
reports, educational materials, and a special presentation from the national organization, Quaker Earthcare
Witness. Also at our table will be some reports from various meetings about their earthcare projects in the
last year or two. Several areas of concern are fracking and food justice issues.
Of special note is the strong interest raised in at least two monthly meetings (Berkeley and
Strawberry Creek) about divestment as a strategy for curtailing the burning of fossil fuels and thus
slowing climate change. Here, divestment is not being a considered as a substitute for personal
responsibility and needed life style changes, but rather a recognition that fossil fuel burning is a
global problem and needs to be also addressed globally at the source of it – the fossil fuel extraction
companies. Strawberry Creek presented two very well attended adult education workshops – one on
divestment from fossil fuels and one [with Berkeley Meeting] on responsible reinvestment. The
Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness committee of Strawberry Creek developed a well-written
concise statement on Climate Change and Divestment from Fossil Fuel Investment, attached below,
which as of this writing (very early July 2014) has been presenting for a first reading at Strawberry
Creek’s Meeting for Worship for the Purpose of Business. We hope Friends will consider it
thoughtfully.
This year at our table we are offering a project new to Unity with Nature, a Dime-a-Gallon Fund.
Modeled on Strawberry Creek’s idea, this is a voluntary carbon offset credit, a DIY carbon tax, and
a fundraising effort this year for the mini-grant project.
We invite friends to visit with us and our table for more about all of this.
Respectfully submitted,
Muriel Strand, co-clerk, Unity with Nature Committee
Catya de Neergaard, co-clerk, Unity with Nature Committee
Attachment 1: PYM Unity with Nature Committee 2013 Earthcare Mini-Grant Reports
Attachment 2: Strawberry Creek Proposed Minute as of June 8, 2014 on Climate Change and
Divestment from Fossil Fuel Investments
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Attachment 1
PYM Unity with Nature Committee 2013 Earthcare Mini-Grant Reports
Casa de los Amigos, Mexico City
Casa de los Amigos installed a new 300-liter solar hot water heater on the new roof of their historic
building. Great care was taken with research of the design and selection of the installation company.
The water heater is guaranteed for 20 years.
They report that it provides almost half of their hot water, and that they are saving 10%-20% of
their previous usage of natural gas. This “important step on our journey to reduce the Casa’s
footprint and deepen our ecological work in Mexico City” was also supported by a grant from
Quaker Earthcare Witness.
The Woolman Semester
The Woolman Semester received a grant to buy an orchard ladder for harvesting fruit trees.
Redding Meeting
Redding Meeting continued its work at the Sequoia Garden by constructing a greenhouse. This is
their third year of supporting this garden at the Sequoia Middle School.
The garden is managed through the students in the garden elective class. Some 25 students
participate in the garden daily. Produce is planted, harvested and cooked by students. Some is sent
to the school kitchen three days per week. During the summer the garden is managed by some 16
families in the garden tract. The garden helps feed the neighborhood along with its teaching
mission.
Half of the mini-grant was used to purchase some of the steel for a gate and side fence. A Shasta
College woman welder built the gate. A local business donated half of the cost of steel for the gate.
The other half helped build the new greenhouse. Many donations from several communities make
this project happen.
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Attachment 2
Minute on Climate Change and Divestment from Fossil Fuels
Climate change is a real and urgent threat to humanity’s current way of life. As Quakers, we see it
as imperative that governments must take immediate action to curb climate change. When
governments are unwilling to take swift action, then we turn to divestment as a way to make our
concerns heard.
Divestment from fossil fuel stocks calls for a halt in profiting from the destruction of the earth that
fossil fuel emissions create. Divesting is congruent with our testimonies of peace, equality,
community, and simplicity since climate change will sow the seeds of
war, poverty, and injustice.
While Strawberry Creek holds no stock of any kind, we recommend the divestment of fossil fuel
stocks or funds by all Quaker bodies, including Friends Fiduciary, and we commit to not buying any
fossil fuel stocks and funds in the future.
Fossil fuel companies have not been responsive quickly enough to shareholder advocacy and they
make clear that they will keep on taking oil, gas and coal from the earth, even if it warms the earth
more than 2 degrees centigrade rise that scientists have agreed we must not go above. We applaud
Friends Fiduciary for establishing a green fund, but we request that they divest from all fossil fuels
in their portfolio.
Divestment can result in reinvestment in green, sustainable energy causes and in thriving local
economies. While we are all dependent on fossil fuels at the current time, we hope to see more
affordable, efficient choices in the future to use water, wind and solar energy to power our lives. We
would like fossil fuel companies to stop blocking legislation that would slow climate change, to
stop receiving governmental subsidies, and to become transparent in their funding of political
candidates.
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting approved an Earthcare testimony in 2010 which reinforced our
commitment to stewardship of the earth. In part it says, “We feel a sense of urgency to bring our
lives into right relationship with the community of life on earth. We are called to be faithful to
continuing revelation in these matters…”
We urge Meetings and other Quaker bodies to divest as a needed tactic in an effort to contain
climate change.
DRAFT June 2014, PESW, Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
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MEETING FOR MEMORIALS 2014
Welcoming Music

Robert Allen, Berkeley

Reader

Hannah Lewbel, San Jose

Betz, Gloria
Cole, Edith
Davis, Jonathan
Davis, Thomas Alvin

Santa Barbara
Claremont
Fresno
Santa Cruz

Reader

Natalie Lightner, Santa Monica

Edwards, Thelma Jean
Elsbree, Langdon
Foster, Herb
Franko, Joe
Grizzard Cutler, Emily

Apple Seed
Claremont
Santa Cruz
Orange Grove
Santa Cruz

Reader

Sanford “Sandy” Yee, Honolulu

King, Jean Sadako
Loch, John
Lohans, Mildred
Madrone, Robert
Malo, Eve

Honolulu
La Jolla
Fresno
Apple Seed
Central Coast

Reader

Natasha Herrera-Hillman, Mexico City

Martínez Garza, Jorge
McCabe, Kay
McCoy, Ella
Neptune, Rocky
Parker, Maude

Mexico City
Redwood Forest
Central Coast
San Diego
Berkeley

Reader

Barbara/Roy Allen, Berkeley

Penery, John
Salzman, Karin
Tozer, Lowell
Wyatt, Dennie
Zimmerman, Elizabeth

San Diego
Humboldt
San Diego
Redwood Forest
San Jose

Closing Song

Cody Lowry, Orange Grove
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PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
2014 ANNUAL SESSION – WALKER CREEK
1. Augmentation. Ministry & Oversight has requested a $100 augmentation to their annual
budget, which will raise the total for their annual budget to $5,050. Finance Committee
recommends this augmentation.
2. Attached is the proposed 2014-15 budget. Mexico City Monthly has voluntarily raised its
per-member assessment to $30. For Guatemala and the two Meetings in Hawaii, the
per-member assessment will increase by $1, to $39. For California and Nevada, there is
a $2 increase to $94. These increases are caused by, mostly, a decrease in
membership (thereby making each remaining member pay a little more) and by rounding
to the whole dollar.
3. Included in the annual budget are changes “Support of Friends Organizations.” We
received a request to add Guatemala Scholarship Fund, Casa de los Amigos, and the El
Salvador Project to this list. We recommend adding these three organizations to
“Support of Friends Organizations”, but we also recommend other changes. We had a
substantial discussion of the role of the finance committee as stewards of the Yearly
Meeting’s finances, the goal of not raising the assessment, and participating in setting
the Yearly Meeting’s priorities. The budget of the Yearly Meeting for “Support of Friends
Organizations” is $9,000, but in order to add some new organizations, the finance
committee feels that there must be some re-prioritizing of existing allocations. In the
interest of keeping the assessment at or near its current level, and increasing
consistency in our support of Friends organizations, and because we have received
requests to add these three more organizations, we propose keeping the total “Support
for Friends Organizations” at $9,000. We propose to accomplish this by reducing the
allocations of 5255 QUNO to $0; 5256 William Penn House to $0; 5261 Friends House
Moscow to $500; 5263 Right Sharing of World Resources to $500, and by adding $500
each for Casa de los Amigos, El Salvador Project and Guatemala Friends Scholarship
Fund.
4. Also new in this budget is $321 for Sexual Misconduct Insurance (5217).
Ed Flowers
Clerk
Finance Committee
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Proposed

2013-14
REVENUE
4100 — Miscellaneous Contributions to PYM
4101 — Contributions from Member Meetings
4102 — Miscellaneous Income
4104 — Return on Invested Capital
4105 — Transfer from (to) Reserve
4106 — Transfer from (to) YPC Reserve
TOTAL REVENUE
EXPENSES
GENERAL EXPENSES
5202 — Clerk's Travel & Discretionary R2713
5203 — Expenses of the Officers
5204 — Website Hosting
5206 — Young Friends PYM Attendance Assistance
5208 — Travel-Repcom - Mar. & Ann. Sess.
5209 — Young Friends Officers' Expense
5210 — Audit Account R2723
5212 — Latin America Concerns Outreach R2749
5213 — PYM Attendance Assistance Fund (M&O)
5214 — Holding Corporation Expenses
5215 — Western Friend
5216 — Misc. Operating Expenses
5217 - Insurance - Sexual Misconduct
SUBTOTAL GENERAL EXPENSES
COMMITTEE EXPENSES
5221 — Ad Hoc Committees
5222 — Children's Program
5224 — Discipline
5225 — Finance
5227 — Junior Yearly Meeting
5228 — Ministry & Oversight
5229 — Nominating
5230 — Peace & Social Order
5231 — Religious Education for Children
5232 — Secretariat
5233 — Sites
5235 — Unity with Nature
5237 — Committee Supplemental Expense R2714
5238 — Latin American Concerns
SUBTOTAL COMMITTEE EXPENSES
SUPPORT OF FRIENDS ORGANIZATIONS
5251 — Friends Committee on National Legislation
5252 — Friends Committee on Legislation of California
5254 — FWCC

Budget
2,000
118,477
0
1,000
21,200
4,000
146,677

2014-15
Budget
2,000
118,926
0
1,000
21,000
4,000
146,926

36,070

500
750
1,700
2,000
11,000
100
0
600
8,000
20
12,000
200
321 (new)
37,191

50
300
3,000
1,000
1,000
4,950
2,500
300
500
25
300
1,000
500
100
15,525

50
300
3,000
1,000
1,000
5,000
2,000
200
300
25
300
1,000
300
50
14,525

1,000
500
1,500

1,000
500
1,500

500
750
1,500
2,000
11,000
100
500
500
7,000
20
12,000
200
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5255 — Quaker United Nations Office NY
5256 — William Penn House, Washington
5260 — AFSC
5261 — Friends House Moscow
5263 — Right Sharing of World Resources
5264 — Friends General Conference
5266 — Quaker Earthcare Witness
5268 - Guatemala Friends Scholarship
5269 - Casa de los Amigos
5270 - El Salvador Project
SUBTOTAL SUPPORT OF FRIENDS ORGS.

500
200
2,500
1,000
800
500
500

9,000

0
0
2,500
500
500
500
500
500 (new)
500 (new)
500 (new)
9,000

CONFERENCE TRAVEL/PYM DELEGATES
5271 — Western Friend Board R2748 (3)
5275 — AFSC (5)
5277 — FCNL (6) & William Penn House (1)
5278 — FGC Central Committee R2744 (1)
5279 — FWCC, Section of the Americas R2743 (5)
5280 - Friends United Meeting (Triennial) R2745 (1)
5283 — Evangelical Friends Church Southwest (1)
5286 — Quaker Earthcare Witness (2)
5287 — FWCC World Gathering R2747 (4)
5288 — Young Friends Travel R2742
5289 — Friends Peace Team Board (1)
SUBTOTAL CONFERENCE TRAVEL/PYM DEL.

1,500
1,200
6,000
1,000
0
0
200
1,000
2,000
500
700
14,100

1,500
1,200
4,500
1,000
0
400
200
1,000
2,000
500
700
13,000

YOUTH PROGRAM
6105 — Youth Program Supervisory Committee
6110 — Personnel Costs
6140 — Insurance (Directors & Officers)
6150 — Professional Development
6160 — Office
6190 — Administration & Travel
SUBTOTAL PROGRAMS

1,200
57,272
610
1,200
2,700
9,000
71,982

1,200
61,000
610
600
2,700
7,100
73,210

146,677

146,926

92
38
15

94
39
30

TOTAL EXPENSES

Per member, California & Nevada:
Per member, Hawaii & Guatemala:
Per member, Mexico:
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Listening Session on “Minutes of Concern,” Thursday July 17, 2014 (Notes, not minutes)
[Clerk’s note: In recent PYM Annual Sessions we have often found it difficult to discern unity on
minutes that declare our position on major issues. The Listening Session and Threshing Session
recorded below inviteed Friends to seek greater clarity. The Listening Session began with brief
statements from a panel of three Friends who represented divergent views.]
The note taker missed Anthony M.’s presentation. The “Procedures for Presenting a Minute of
Concern to Pacific Yearly Meeting Annual Session” document is the creation of the PYM Peace
& Social Order Committee, not the Yearly Meeting (although the Clerk and Ministry &
Oversight Committee have weighed in on it).
Jim Anderson (Chico): How do we engage in faithful living as a community and make our lives
speak? How can we use our plenaries to nurture the Spirit? His concern was not on the process
of seasoning a minute, but how those gathered for a Session have can have sufficient familiarity
with a minute to speak authentically regarding it. (He noted that the term “minute of concern” is
not mentioned in our Faith & Practice – just “action minutes” and “minutes of exercise.”) We
are at our best when a minute reflects a shared sense of rightness, risk, and power. A minute
should embody not simply a call to act but how we actually live. Lobbying and position taking
are fine for some Quaker bodies, but minutes of concern in which we speak to ourselves (for
example, some Unity with Nature minutes) or to the world often seem out of rhythm with how
we actually live as Friends. It would be fine to have the Clerk send a letter on our behalf or
delegate a representative from the Session to meet with authorities. He appreciated the current
Clerk’s scheduling with more time for worship.
Laura Magnani (Strawberry Creek) presented these questions for consideration:
(1) What does it mean to be a corporate body?
(2) How does a corporate body of Friends act?
(3) Is passing a minute as a minute in and of itself an action?
(4) Is directing a minute to a President/Governor/Legislature really petitioning government in our
times?
She shared a reflection based on a recent personal experience in which she was “the Friend”
selected for a faith delegation by the coalition. Others on the delegation had been appointed by
their faith judicatories. She would like us to have a mechanism like a judicatory by which she
could be officially named as “a Friends’ representative.”
Comments from the floor:
A Friend appreciated that the P&SO Committee process may lessen the past pains suffered by
the P&SO Order Committee in faithfully carrying out their service to the Yearly Meeting.
Another Friend noted that we do have legitimate Quaker voices in FCL-CA and FCNL. Why
can’t we better utilize these institutions when, for instance with Citizens United response, FCNL
had done an admirable job on which we could take action? Are we using our existing resources
to the fullest extent possible?
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A Friend stated that those gathered at the Annual Session constitute a corporate body in its own
right, and that body cannot claim to represent all monthly meetings/worship groups within PYM.
A Friend wondered if we are heading into reliance on a seemingly random process versus relying
on Spirit rising out of the gathered body?
Plenary VIII, Friday July 18, 2014: Threshing Session: “Minutes of Concern”:
How may we as a corporate body come to unity to share our voice and leadings with our wider
community? How can we with integrity approve minutes of concern?
A Friend spoke as a first time attender but did read the proposal from Peace & Social Order
Committee. It had two parts: first a minute would be put forward by at least two Quaker entities
and then undergo discernment by the P&SO Committee. The first part of the proposal seemed to
imply a lack of confidence in the PYM nominating process that created P&SO and in the P&SO
ability to engage in discernment.
Clerk: That set of procedures was established by P&SO for itself and has not been approved by
PYM. The purpose of the first section was to be clear that no one can speak for all 1400
members of PYM; an approved minute could represent only those gathered at the Session where
the minute was adopted.
The issue before us is an opportunity to strengthen our prophetic witness. Past minutes (for
example, on drone warfare, torture) are so large that most Friends have personal contact with
them, so feel disconnected from them. The speaker asked that we unite with minutes that
identify actions that we can individually do and thus let our lives speak. Topics brought by
P&SO Committee are worthy, but they could be more specific. Too often, minutes of concern
sound like statements of position, but seem so disconnected to one’s life that one does not act.
A Friend stated that he wants this body to render public judgments—to be at times a judicatory
body (as suggested by Laura Magnani in yesterday’s Listening Session), to be represented
among the voices of concern on some the world’s problems, but it be done with integrity, not
with a hand-waving moment.
We Friends expect people to speak plainly and simply with an uncommon degree of integrity.
At the same time we need to be more trusting that people are saying yes as yeses, and nays as
nays. Maybe we ought to hear voices from the floor of plenary as authentic and accept them
more readily.
Another Friend called attention to an historical context: prior to the Civil War, elders and other
weighty Friends made decisions on right order and correct behaviors. After the Civil War, in
which many Friends supported the Union cause and even served as soldiers in the Union Army,
Friends moved away from the earlier “top-down” structure and relied increasingly on individual
conscience, moving to a more congregational structure. Minutes of concern now reflect not so
much what Friends actually do, but what we think Friends should do.
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A Friend said there are many ways to talk about how a Yearly Meeting speaks. Do we “reach
unity,” or are we covered by the Holy Spirit and become a mouthpiece for the Spirit? George
Fox wrote that there is only one Holy Spirit and if we are in unity, we will discover that we are in
unity through the Holy Spirit, and that is a pretty demanding doctrine. Our job is not to tell the
world what Quakers think but to be available to the Holy Spirit and thereby find ourselves in
unity.
Another Friend’s concern was “seasoning” and whether or not past minutes truly were seasoned.
The recent militarized drones and anti-torture minutes questions raised at the last Session might
have been more fully seasoned at the Monthly Meeting or Quarterly level.
A Friend was exercised that there are many questions being dealt with at the national level and
that we Quakers are not set up to speak at that level. We are required to take specific actions that
we don’t bring up at the Session. Our nation is at a crossroads and major issues such as Citizens
United decision, intolerable income disparities, recent disenfranchisement moves, and mass
incarceration seem to be missing our Quaker voices/experiences. In the past Quakers have led
with statements that moved our country forward on national concerns. We do have structures
(e.g. FCNL and FCL-CA) that enable our voices to be heard. We should properly season our
views and reach a unity from the widest number of Friends.
Another Friend said that when a proposed minute is brought forward, we might send out the
minute via a listserve of P&SO Committee clerks or even to all Representatives, to hear the
minute well ahead of time. In the past that “up and down seasoning” has not usually occurred.
A Friend said that she liked the P&SO Committee process as presented. (In particular in the
second paragraph, in bold print the outline of what is required to present a minute is helpful.)
Good structure leads to good outcomes.
This year’s clerk of P&SO took the caution of better seasoning of minutes to heart. He felt that
minutes should speak to what we should do: we don’t operate militarized drones or carry out
torture, so how are we in our living called to so something? Minutes on eco-spirituality are more
about what we should do in our lives, but he favors calls to action. Better seasoning will help but
the emphasis on action will also help.
Another Friend said that he appreciated the words spoken this week, but one weakness he saw
last year was that we worked very hard but without shared expectations. It now looks like we are
moving towards shared expectations. One statement in the P&SO Committee process feels like a
false step: we should question the assumption that a statement by 300 Quakers (i.e. PYM Annual
Session) is worth more than a statement by 30 Quakers (e.g. a delegation to a legislator by a
coalition of Quakers or by a Meeting). He told of sending out a letter to a legislator and hearing
back from the legislator’s staff member that they had grown up in Pacifica and never knew that
300 Quakers lived there.
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Children’s Program Committee Report
July, 2014
The Children’s Program Committee has been meeting by conference call bimonthly or weekly for the past six months to plan a quality program for PYM’s children
during the Annual Session at Walker Creek. There are seven members on the committee
which includes Keenan Lorenzato, past and current Children’ Program Coordinator,
about half of whom were able to participate on a regular basis.
Our first order of business was to evaluate the responsibilities and pay of the
coordinator position. It was decided that the responsibilities as outlined in the current job
description were accurate. A timeline was developed for the duties that need to be done
prior to the Annual Session which has been added to the job description. In order to
evaluate the coordinator’s pay, an ad hoc committee was formed. Members of the
committee were Joe Magruder, longtime Pacific Yearly Meeting member and Clerk of
the CPC for six years; Ed Flowers, past PYM Treasurer and member of the Finance
Committee; Heather Levien, two time Children’s Program Coordinator, teacher, and past
and current member of the committee; and Terrill Keeler, current CPC Clerk. This
committee met by conference call 2/13/14. After careful consideration, this committee
recommended that the CP Coordinator be paid $1500 per annual session, in addition to
having registration and lodging fees waived. This recommendation was approved at Rep
Com in Pasadena, 3/1/2014.
Teachers were selected according to the policies developed in 2013 to utilize
written applications and to conduct background checks. As most of the applicants had
taught last year and their applications are valid for three years, this was a relatively
streamlined process this year.
Each year, the committee encourages teachers to develop curriculum which
reflects the theme of the Annual Session. While each teaching team’s experience and
autonomy is respected, the committee also provides written suggestions and guidelines.
To help children relate to this year’s theme of “Youth and Prophecy: Awakening to a
New Creation,” the committee suggested ideas and activities that would help children
learn to listen for the Inner Voice and encourage them to share their experiences. Ways
to encourage Quaker Process were also included. Specific resources were also listed.
The committee and teachers are delighted to be returning to Walker Creek so that
afternoon swimming can be part of the fun and fellowship all have come to expect as part
of the PYM experience.
The committee is grateful to the San Francisco Meetinghouse for storing our
supplies over the years. Three members of our committee went to the Meetinghouse in
April to cull through the supplies and decrease the number of tubs in use. Quaker Center
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at Ben Lomond was the recipient of the emptied tubs. Steve Leeds, SF Meetinghouse,
Manager, graciously helped facilitate this simplification project.
Those attending PYM this year are encouraged to learn more about the Children’s
Program by volunteering and/or attending our open committee meeting. Job descriptions
for the committee, the coordinator and the teachers are available on the PYM website.
Respectfully submitted,
Terrill Keeler
Clerk, Children’s Program Committee
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Ministry and Oversight Committee
Report 2013-2014
The Committee
Ministry and Oversight Committee is comprised of 9 members, representing both Northern and Southern
California Meetings and also, with its current membership, Distant Meetings. The committee meets in person
three times between Annual Sessions and also communicates by email and conference call as necessary. Our
Fall meeting was held in September 2013 in Berkeley, California, our Winter meeting in January 2014 was in
Mexico City, and for our Spring meeting, we were hosted by Santa Monica Meeting at the end of May 2014.
During the Annual Session, the committee meets daily and is available to listen to and speak with gathering
participants.
2013-2014 Overview
Our Fall meeting focused on reviewing the 2013 Annual Session, noting among other points, that the cost of
attending the Annual Session was a major concern and also our narrow demographic spectrum. We looked at
the manner in which business is conducted at the Annual Session, identifying the importance of receiving and
considering materials in advance. This discussion continued into our Winter meeting, noting our inability to
function as a body if we don't have community. Our Spring meeting focused on preparations for the Annual
Session, reviewing the State of the Meeting reports, and addressing concerns arising from our
subcommittees.
Minutes of Concern
This year, Ministry and Oversight began discernment on the issue of Minutes of Concern with the query,
"Why do we approve Minutes of Concern and how do such Minutes serve our Pacific Yearly Meeting
community?" We explored how recent experiences associated with such Minutes made us feel personally,
and how we felt these experiences had affected the Yearly Meeting. We were led to look past the matter of
Minutes of Concern to deeper issues stirring among our community.
Consideration was given to purpose and to process, emphasizing the need for seasoning. We were moved to
consider how we may live from a deeper place. How can we nurture each other in living out our faith? Where
is our joy in finding unity?
The Committee will continue its discernment on Minutes of Concern.
Affiliation with Friends General Conference
Because this is a recurrent issue within our Yearly Meeting, Ministry and Oversight gave consideration to the
potential benefits and drawbacks of Pacific Yearly Meeting formally affiliating with Friends General
Conference. Ministry and Oversight would like to hear from Monthly Meetings: Are there stirrings for
Pacific Yearly Meeting to join Friends General Conference (FGC)?
Ministry and Oversight Committee Meetings
The Committee's Winter meeting was held in Mexico City. After making the decision on careful
consideration, the endeavor of holding this committee meeting outside of California was embarked upon with
hesitant expectation. Many of the Committee's members felt led to extend their visit to Mexico City which
offered a unique opportunity for the Yearly Meeting to foster both relationships and friendships with
members of the local Quaker community.
The visit to Mexico City led the Committee to consider a change in its meeting structure. Until then, the
Committee had gathered to meet and conduct its business on a Friday and Saturday, following which most
Committee members would return home. Under the new structure, the Committee holds its meetings as
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before, but extends its visit to the host Meeting to include Meeting for Worship and spending time with local
Friends.
Our Spring meeting was hosted by Santa Monica Meeting. Several Committee members were able to
worship with Santa Monica Friends on the Sunday following, which we were invited to lead an adult
education session on the Yearly Meeting, the Committee, and the Annual Session. The Committee enjoyed
the open discussion that ensued and appreciated the opportunity to listen to the community.
Ministry and Oversight Committee invites Monthly Meetings to consider hosting the Committee’s meetings.
The experience of listening to some of the quieter voices in our community has enriched both the members of
Ministry and Oversight Committee and our service to the Yearly Meeting.
Ministry and Oversight Subcommittees
At an upcoming meeting, the Committee will examine its subcommittees and consider changes.
Electronic Communications: has been working on the Cloud project, in addition to maintaining the Pacific
Yearly Meeting website.
Experimentation and Implementation: is charged with analyzing the Annual Session and the structure of the
Yearly Meeting to make recommendations to Ministry and Oversight. Recent work of the subcommittee has
focused on a survey of other Yearly Meetings both in the US and internationally. Concerns have been raised
as to the business and the busyness of Annual Session. Queries were sent to the Monthly Meetings and the
subcommittee will host an interest group this year to look at suggestions for different Annual Session models.
Ministry and Leadings: is developing a workshop for Monthly Meetings. The workshop will explore the role
of Meetings in naming, nurturing, supporting and providing accountability for ministry and leadings, among
other themes. Ministry and Oversight will review the subcommittee's proposal and may bring a
recommendation at Annual Session.
Racial Justice: has been asked to consider and examine the diversity of our Yearly Meeting and to make
suggestions as to how we may enrich the mix of attenders at the Annual Session.
Representative Support: facilitates communication between the Monthly Meeting and the Yearly Meeting,
and vice versa. This subcommittee meets with the Monthly Meeting representatives at Annual Session and
also serves as a point of contact for questions and concerns from the representatives.
Support for Distant Meetings: serves Monthly Meetings that are not formally affiliated with a Quarterly
Meeting.
Visiting Friend: is developing a support committee for the program. We encourage anyone interested in this
work to speak with Ministry & Oversight Committee during the Annual Session.

Respectfully submitted,
Bronwen Hillman
Ministry and Oversight Committee, clerk
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2014 Annual Report of
Pacific Yearly Meeting Holding Corporation
As of July 6, 2014, the San Fernando Valley Meeting House fund has
$12,083 in its account and continues to receive $581.79 in monthly
mortgage payments from the Church which, during 1996, purchased the
now former San Fernando Valley Meeting House. (A few years ago,
PYMHC renegotiated the mortgage to reduce the interest rate from 9% to a
market rate, to extend the term, and to wrap past-due amounts into the
principal, thus lowering the monthly payment. This seemed to be in the
best interest for all concerned and preferable to foreclosure.) At the
moment, we could distribute perhaps $10,000 were we to receive
appropriate proposals from Monthly Meetings requesting assistance with
new building, renovation of their meeting houses, or upgrades to make
them more accessible. This past year, Pacific Yearly Meeting Holding
Corporation made no grants to meetings from the San Fernando Valley
Meeting House fund.
In a separate account, PYMHC holds a $1,084 unrelated to the above
account.
PYMHC has continued to hold common stock for Orange County
Friends Meeting and is currently working to transfer that stock to the
meeting’s account with Friends Fiduciary Corporation. We hope to
complete this transfer within the month.
For Pacific Yearly Meeting Holding Corporation,
Stratton Jaquette
President of PYMHC, i.e., Clerk
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Religious Education for Children Committee
Committee Clerk’s report to PYM annual sessions 2014
The Religious Education Committee did not meet face to face this year. We
corresponded by e-mail and exchanged some phone calls. We did not do a
meeting survey this year. No meetings asked us for assistance. This has
been a low activity year for our committee.
The EarthLight bookstore has taken up our concern for making quality books
and religious education materials for children available at yearly and
quarterly gatherings.
We have a concern for the safety of children under the care of meetings. We
have circulated and posted guidelines adopted by several meetings. This year
at annual session, we will host an interest group on this topic. We fully
realize that many of the precautions recommended may seem cumbersome
until you consider that they are designed to protect those who care for our
children from being falsely accused of improper behavior, as well as
preventing abuse and questionable activities from taking place.
The clerk of the committee and her partner, who is also a member of the
committee, visited Reno Meeting and Fresno Meeting during this year and
found that each had a functioning First Day School program for the small
number of children attending.
Sandy Farley, Clerk
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