
PACIFIC YEARLY i"1EETING 

1983 

CRAIG HALL COMPLEX, 1400 WEST THIRD STREET, CHICO; CALIFORNIA, Augustl - 6 
1983 

YEARLY .1.:-'.iEE'l'I1~G SZSSION I: Honday, August 1, 1983, 1:30 P • .ili. 

OPEl-JING 1'4INUTE: For a seventh year at Craig Hall, Chico, California, 
Friends·n1et in joyous reuni r~n as the 37th annual 
gathering of Pacific Yearly Meeting. Following a 

period of worship held in joyous anticipation, presiding clerk Robert 
Vogel offered the opening minute: 

1983-1 Friends, we come together thia first day of August, 1983 
here in Chico, California, United Sta .tes of America as 
Pacific Yearly Meeting. We come to ~ray together, to open 
ourselves to the leadings of the Spirit, to give thanks 
for our spiritual ancestry. We come to affirm our faith in 
that which is e-t:ernal, to experience the joys of fellowship 
and to discover di: :.::ictio ns • fc:-::. ;: . ..:::.:: ·l:>· ••s and for t~1<::: lif~ .· 
of the Religious Society of Friends. The 37-t;h annual 
gathering of Pacific Yearly Meeting is now in session. · 

I~TRODUCTIONS Robert Vogel introduced himself and other PYM Clerks: 

Assistant Clerk: Jeanette Norton 
Plenary Recording Clerks: Bruce Folsom, Linda Niebanck . 
Representative Committee Recording Clerk: Earle Reynolds 
Reading Clerk: Prudence Myer 
Young Friends Clerk: Elizabeth Perry 
Young Friends Assistant Clerk: Paul Schneider 
Junior High Friends Co-Clerks: Carin :\.nil.arson Shea Thiedermann 
Junior Yearly Meeting Clerks: Carrie Niebanck, ~ad 

Kershner 
VISITON.S Visiting Friends from out3ide PYH were introduced: From 

1~orth Pacific Yearly i•ieeting, Esther Richards, i-lildred Burck, 
Jack Herbert, Blair Gardner and her daughter Fay, Bill 

Coahran, Rose and Richard I-ewis and their daughters l1iarta and Carmen, 
Snow i'-10untain and her three children Nikos, Robbie, and Rosie Hountain-
Bluiwl7 from California Yearly Meeting Walt and Sali Damon-Ruth1 from 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, Johanna Sibbett1 and from Intermountain 
Yearly i~ieeting, Lawrence and Jane Scott who were introduc~d to us by 
a letter from G. G. Petersen, clerk of Cochise Monthly Heeting: We are 
informed that Lawrence Scott is traveling under the weight of a concern 
for peace and human relations, to establish a spiritual order of indi-
viduals through contemplation, study, and non-violent action. Connie 
Jolly introduced Catherine Essoyan who will be talking with us about 
her role with the American Friends Service Committee's Mideast Program. 

BPIS 1l1LES Reading Clerk Prudence Hyer read from an epistle from London 
Yearly i•ieeting: Friends rejoice in meeting together in the 
love of God, and feel a renewed commitment to work for peace. 

.ROLL CALL OF L•iEET INGS Assistant Clerk Jeanette Norton read the roll 
of meetings affiliated with PYi.4. Friends from 
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all PYr-1 monthly meetings except Harin and Palomar were present as 
well as Friends from the foll·owing worship groups (WG) and preparative 
h1eetings (P1•.1) : Chico P1vi, HumLol<lt WG, £•1orongo Basin WG, San Luis 
Obispo ~-JG, Yaudanchi WG, Conejo Valley WG, and Ukiah-Lake County WG •. 

mUENTA'fION Details of so:iae of the programs and activities to take 
place during Yearly L'ieetiny · were given by Junio~ Yearly 
.'leeting Committee Clerk Jack Hunter who introduced Junior 

l·iigh advisors Kathryn Perry and i•like Turner, and Senior High advisors 
Ann E•. bank and Sandra Gey. Children's Program Clerk i•Iarilee Eusebio 
introduced .1.•lary l•liche who outlined children's activities, introducing 
.i;;ric 1•1oon, Laura 1•.1.agnani and Linda and Paul Harris who will work with 
the babies, Ellen Baker, Blair Gardner and ciaura Hogan (Leos) who will 
work with the preschoolers, as well as Sara Burke and Emily Hunter who 
will work with the older children. 

Following some announcements, the 1;;1eeting closed with a period of 
worship. 

Bruce Folsom, Recording Clerk 

YEARLY J.li~E'£ING SESSION II: Heeting for Worship 
4~00 p.m. Honday Aug. 1, 1983 

:tc::joice, praise God, 
· ... ·h~ ;:;,1;>irit is wit.il us. 
i.io ly, holy, i1oly is th, · · name, 0 God. 

Linda N~ibanck, Co-Recording Clerk 

Y£ARLY ~,mETiliG SESSION III 7:30 p.rno !'1onday, Aug. lr- 1983 

'l'he i·!eeting opened in ·worsl1ip 

~PISTLES Reading Clerk Prudence Myer read epistles from North Pacific 
Yearly Meeting and Intermountain Yearly Meeting. North 

Pacific Yearly ~-1.;;.ating Fri~nds were rominded of th .e global network of 
p~ace-lo:v.ing Frhmds in thu face of serious world conflicts, and affirm 
b1~ pow;.;:r of loving relationships in whatav.ar form they may take in our·" 
own society. Intermountain Fri~nds, in struggling with th~ difficult-' ; 
issuus of Central Al~erican r~gugees, still were a~le to foster tenderness 
::unong ti1.1:::ms.alv;,;:s as thair spirits werB lifted in the enduring. beauty of 
thair surroundings. 

dL . ..U·I'ES The minutes of Session I w~re read, corrected, and upproved. 
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INTRODUCTIONS Clerk Robert Vogel introouced Gordon Browne, who will be 
speaking to us later this week. 

PYM EPISTLE COMMITTEE Paul Niebanck presented the names of Paul Jolly 
Betby Dearborn and Robert Schutz to serve. 

1983 - 2 It was APPROVED that Paul JOllY, Betsy Dearborn and Robert 
Schutz will serve as our Epistle Committee. 

MINISTRY AND OVERSIGHT Carolyn Estes presented a loving look at the 
historical roots of PYM, combining her own 

r~search, slide presentations, re~dings from books on Quaker history, 
songs led by Heather Raitt, and oral history offered by some of our 
present members. Our history was traced from 1873 when Honey Creek 
Monthly Meeting of Iowa Yearly Meeting gave the first official 
recognition of a west coast meeting to San Jose Monthly Meeting, through 
the struggles of Joel Bea~ to seek Truth among ~he splitting of the 
Society, the establishment of Friends Bulletin in 1928under the editor-
ship of Howard Brinton, to the formation of Pacific Yearly Meeting in 
1947. Personal memories, sources of inspiration, and delightful stories 
were recounted by Pegge Lacey,Foy Van Dolsen, Asenath Young, Margaret Brooks, 
Ed Morgenroth, and Barbara Perry. A great spirit of delight and joy 
moved among us as we uncovered treasured glimpses of our past, both 

- our troubles and our periods of grace. We were blessed by a sense of 
connectedness to Friends who have come before us, and a vision of those 
who will come after. 

We are strongly encouraged to take special care of our records and their 
storage, as it is a heritage that our children and those who co.me 
after us are entitled to. 

The Meeting closed in worship in song. 

Bruce Folsom, Co-Recording Clerk 

YEARLY MEETING SESSION IV: 1:30 Tuesday August 2, 1983 

EPISTLE In the silence of the opening worship, Reading Clerk Prudence 
Myer read an epistle from the 149th annual gathering of Canadian 

Yearly Meeting, dated August 22, 1S82: 11W,'3 pray for God's spirit to 
move among us, that in all things God might have pre-eminence." At 
this Yearly Meeting, Epistles will be read in the silence and will be 
available for re-reading in the Clerk's Office room. 

MINUTES Minutes of Session I were corrected by adding the name of Shea 
Thiedermann as Co-Clerk of Junior High Friends. A record of 

Session II - Meeting for Worship was heard. The minutes of Session III 
were read, amended and approved. 
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INTRODUCTIONS Presiding Clerk Robert Vogel asked for intoductions of 
visiting Friends and greeted Robert Strain from Indiana, 

brother of Alan Strain. 

SITES COMMITTEE Committee Clerk Marie Shutz introduced the Committee 
report by reading a litany of quotes, "Why Do I Come 

to Yearly Meeting," which helped center the Committee's work this past 
year. The Committee recomme~ded for 1984 the San Francisco YMCA Camp at 
La Honda, July 8 - 14, 1984. It allows for camping, dormitory cabins and 
some double occupancy cabins. Tenting and cabins are intermingled. 
The site is not level but it has been used as a camp for the physically 
handicapped. The dining room is adequate. 

For 1985, the Committee recommends the University of La Verne in La Verne, 
CA, August 4 - 10.-1tE'While the Committee is working with the question of 
our owning and developing a site, it is not prepared to report on this 
matter. No long term solution to the site dilemma has been found. 
(See Attachment A) 

Presiding Clerk Robert Vogel reported that the recommendations come 
with Representative Committee's loud recommendation for approval. 

1983 - 3 After some discussion, the Meeting APPROVED the recommendations 
of the Sites Committee. The Meeting further APPROVED express-
ing gratitude for the hardwork of the Committee and the · 
thorough preparation of the recommendations of action. 

STATISTICAL REPORT John Draper, Statistial Clerk, opened his report 
by noting changes in the name of two meetings: 

San Fernando Monthly Meeting has become San Fernando Valley Monthly 
Meeting; and, Riverside Meeting of Redlands has become Inland Valley 
Monthly Meeting. He urged Monthly Meetings to send in their reports 
in a timely manner. 

This Yearly Meeting grows by about 1% each year - last year, 1502; this 
year 1518. The biggest gain is adults by convincement - 70 th}s year. 
Further, the number of Junior members and other youth becoming adult 
members this year is the highest since 1975 - 5. In comparing the 
growth of California Quakersto the population of California, the Statistical 
Clerk pointed out that while in 1956 the chances of 1 Quaker meeting 
another on the street was 1 in 23,000, in 1983 it was 1 in 17,000. 

John drew our attention to the role of women, noting that in 1983 
24 out of 45 Yearly Meeting officers, clerks and representatives to Quaker 
organizations are women,as are 23 out of 34 Monthly Meeting Clerks. 
He closed by quoting the apostle Paul, " ••• ye are all the children of 
God ••• There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male or female, for ye are all one." (See Attachment B) 

* See later minutes for change of date. 



COMMITTEE TO NAME 
THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING 
1983 !-!inutes - Page 5 

Committee Clerk Jonathan Vogel reported the 
names of three .new Nominating Committee 
members · to serve to 1986: Jim Sanatal of 

Santa Monica; Meta 
mont. Appreciation 

Ruth Ferguson of La Jolla; and Ruth Roberts of Clare-
was expressed for the committee.' s hard work. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE Committee Clerk Walter . Jones presented the Committee's 
recommendation that the travel allowance be increased from 10¢ per road atlas 
mile to 14¢ per road atlas miles for officers, Committee Clerks and 
Committee Members of Yearly Meeting and from 5¢ to 7¢ per mile for 
Monthly Meeting Representatives. 

1983 - 4 After some clarification and recognition of the Budget implications 
Meeting APPROVED the increased travel allowance. 

TREASURER'S REPORT Walter Klein; Treasurer #2, presented the Interim 
Financial Statement and Balance Sheet as of July 25, 

1983 ·, ·· 'advising us of corrections and interpetations. During the 
review, the request was made for a report on the Fund for Concerns at a 
Plenary Session later this week. Friends are urged to find, purchase 
and use the pamphlet, "Death in the Meeting." The Treasurer's report 
was accepted. (See Attachments c and D) 

REPRESENTATIVE COMMITTEE Committee Recording Clerk Earle Reynolds 
MINUTE ON PRESERVATION reported that Representative Committee had 
OF QUAKER ARCHIVES considered a concern brought by San Jose 

.- -· Meeting about the preservation of Quaker archives 
and approved the following minute: 

1983 - 5 The Clerk will appoint an Ad Hoc Committee to labor with this 
concern. The Meeting APPROVED the minute. 

REPRESENTATIVE COMMITTEE 
MINUTE ON THE RELATIONSHIP 
OF PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING 
TO THE AMERICAN FRIENDS 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 

Committee Recording Clerk Earle Reynolds 
read the minute approved by the Representative 
Committee addressing the relationship of the 
Yearly Meeting with the AFSC: 

Five members will be nominated as representatives 
to the AFSC Corporation. The terms will be for 3 years. They will 
choose their own. convenor. One or more will attend the annual meeting 
of the Corporation. Funds equivalent to 1 person's expenses to attend 
will be allocated. Arrangements with regional AFSC bodies will be made 
as appropriate. 

This recommendation grows out of a desire by this Yearly Meeting for 
greater ties and participation with AFSC and responds specifically to 
AFSC's desire for increased participation by Friends with the Corporation. 
The role is meant as a liason between PYM and AFSC. In the ensuin 9 
discussion, Friends addressed the nature and meaning of participation 
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and the level of funding for participants. The pelicy issue concerning 
the Yearly Meeting's practice of appointing more than one representative 
to Friends organizations but allocating sufficient funds for only 
one to participate was raised. It may be that this issue needs to be 
resolved before action can be taken on the specific recommendation for 
representation to the AFSC Corporation. Presiding Clerk Robert Vogel 
suggested that we labor with this issue during the week, in the working 
group on community and come back with it at a later plenary sessidn, 
perhaps Thursday .afternoon. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
PRELIMINARY REPORT 

Committee Clerk Margaret Mossman presented the 
report, noted corrections and asked for comments 
and suggestions. The report will be acted upon 

at a later plenary session. 

The Meeting closed in silence. 

Linda Niebanck, Co-Recording Cle~k. 

YEARLY MEETING SESSION V: Meeting for Worship 
4:00 p.m., Tuesday Aug. 2, 1983 

Here am I, God, send me. 

Linda Niebanck, Co-Recording Clerk 

YEARLY MEETING SESSION VI 7:00 p.m. Tuesday Aug. 2, 1983 

The Meeting opened in worship. 

EPISTLES Reading Clerk Prudence Myer read an epistle from Friends World 
Committee for Consultation. The many relationships formed 

during world gatherings brought awareness of the transforming power of 
the love of God, and we are urged to know, in the words of George Fox, 
the''life and power of Truth in one another." 

AD HOC COMMITTEE ON ARCHIVES Presiding Clerk Robert Vogel reports that 
he has appointed the following people to 

serve on the Committee on Archives: Jan Tappan, Clerk, Tom King, 
Pegge .. Lacey, Richard Sanders, and Sam Cox. 

ADDRESS BY GORDON BROWNE Clerk Robert Vogel introduced guest speaker Gordon 
Browne who is the General Secretary of the 

Section of the Americas of the Friends World Committee for 
Consultation. 

Stimulated by our · earlier session of history and nostalgia, Gordon spoke 
of his feeling part of the company of Friends for hundreds of years 
turning hearts and minds to God, fallible and faithful, hoping to serve 
Divine Will. 
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Speaking of challenges to Quakers in the 1980's, Gordon began by reminding 
us that we sometimes overzealously seek out challenge for its own sake. 
The crucial challenge to Friends is well expressed by the old query, 
"How doth Truth prosper among you?" This Truth belongs to God, not to 
men and women. Yet in our seeking, early Friends expected not that all 
be in the same place, but that all be on the same path. 

Early Friends had no doubt of their Christianity, and yet along with the 
historical Jesus, the Universal Christ in the sense of the Gospel of 
John was well known to them. Can we be as confident as they, that the 
Christ Spirit is accessible to all peoples, whether Christian or not? 

In pondering the expression of Truth in different cultures, we are 
challenged to consider what Truth means among affluent Americans, 
when in South Africa, children of five o-r six years of ·a<}e go 'faithfully to 
Meeting on their own, and sit quietly for ~he hour. Power comes 
from giving up one's life to God. Dare web~ powerless except for Truth? 
We must practi~e the ,_ disciplines of love and service as we support 
one another, steadfast in Truth and hope. 

FRIEND IN THE OREINT Rose Lewis spoke of the gratitude that is felt 
for the pres~nce of Lloyd and Mary Mar~aret 

Bailey in Korea, in service on our behalf. Beside; offering the assist-
ance of experienced Friends to the Seoul Meeting and increasing our 
own awareness of Asia, the Baileys are working with the campaign for 
human rights, helping to have Quaker literature translated into 
Korean, and working with the disabled. The Baileys are sending 
detailed letters and reports which Friends are encouraged to read. 
Rose spoke of other projects, including the publication of their 
newsletter "Windows East and West." 

INTRODUCTIONS Clerk Robert Vogel introduced Betty Nute, who is 
visiting us from New York Yearly Meeting. 

The Meeting closed in worship. 

Bruce Folsom, co-Recording Clerk 

------ - - - - - - - - - - -- ··- - ··- -- - - - - - - - - -- - - -- - -- - -- -



PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING 
1983 Minutes - Page 8 

YEARLY MEETING SESSION VII 

The Meeting opened in worship 

1:30 p.m., Wednesday, August 3, 1983 

EPISTLES Reading Clerk Prudence Myer read in epistle from Young Friends 
of North America, whose gathering centered on the theme of 

"Life work: following the leadings of the Spirit." In turning hearts 
and minds to the problems of the world, we are urged to listen to the 
voice within, find strength and love, and persevcro. 

INTRODUCTIONS Bud Baldwin, new president of Earlham College was 
introduced. 

MINUTES The minutes of Session IV were read, , corrected and approved. 
It was directed that these minutes , record that Inland Valley 

Monthly Meeting is the new name for the gathering of ·Friends made up 
of two groups previously known as Riverside Monthly Meeting and Redlands 
Worship Group. A record of Session v, Meeting for Worship was read and 
accepted. The minutes of Session VI were read; corrected and approved. 

YOUNG FRIENDS PANEL Young Friends Clerk Elizabeth Perry offered the· 
query, "how do we practice, particularly in business 

meeting the love and trust we have for each other as a community?" 
Responses were first given by a panel consisting of Paul Schneider, 
Ann Friend, Robert Schutz, and Pegge Lacey, and then by other Friends. 

Because we rely not on outward authority but upon that of God in every 
person we require ourselves to be more mature and more responsible 
in our seeking. In joining the Society we must have a willingness to 
be trained in the ways of Friends, and not overlook problem situations 
that violate thos .e ways. 

Love and trust are maintained by effort, by preparing hearts and minds 
to do the Lord's work, by listening beyond words, and by focussing 
on the need to know God's will. Believing that there is one Truth and 
that we can unite in it, we need not be afraid of conflict. 

The Spirit which works through us is perfect, but we are not perfect. 
We must learn to speak from thelSpirit and not from ourselves. 

Coming to Meeting for Business prepared to stay as long as it takes 
allows the quietness to listen and to work more quickly and smooth~y. 
We should come prepared as for Meeting for Worship and act as in Meeting 
for Worship. Then love and trust will come autOB!atically. We come 
ready to live in the Light, not conform · to this world. 
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Some of our difficulty in finding community is a result of not being 
clear enough with new members about the need to follow our discipline, 

.· which is greater than what can be written down. We teach it by example, 
and this is part of what Yearly Meeting is about. What is the meaning 
of community when less than half the membership attends the Meeting 
for Business? 

A Meeting for Worship for Business is like seeing the mind of God. 
We open ourselves to something beyond our control. 

The Meeting closed in worship. 

YEARLY MEETING SESSION VIII 

Bruce Folsom, Co-Recording Clerk 

7:00 p.m. Wednesday Aug. 3, 1983 

EPISTLES During the opening worship Reading Clerk Prudence Myer 
read the epistle from 1982 Norway Yearly Meeting: "Peace 

is to create. Peace will come through the will'of ordinary people 
like you and me." And from Monteverde Monthly Meeting, San Jose, 
Costa Rica, June 1983: "For it was by hope that we were saved .... 
More than aid and education is the offering of vision, of hope 
and of love and caring." 

AGENDA Presiding Clerk Robert Vogel introduced the evening~ agenda 
by recalling our work at the Session earlier in the day 

presented by Young Friends on the conduct of Business Meeting and the 
love and trust to be practiced among us. 

~eports from the four working;groups on Peace and Social Concerns conducted 
over the last 2 years, will be heard this evening. Minutes related to 
concerns in these areas and brought to Plenary from Standing Committees 
or working groups will be considered. Any written reports from the 
working groups will be appended to these minutes. (See Attachments E - J) 

WORKING GROUP REPORT 
UPDATING OUR TESTIMONY 
ON EQUALITY 

and lesbian concerns, 

Conven-or Jane Peers presented the report 
for the working group. After listening to 
material from resource persons four groups 
formed to consider more deeply racism, gay 

women's issues and the crisis in human needs. 

Racism: Yearly Meeting needs to be more attentive in the area of 
racism. In response to the group, the Social Order Committee forwards 
a concern "That Pacific Yearly Meetiny take up more explicitly the 
issues of racial equality and equality between the sexes. This involves 
not only education and awareness a~ the personal and Monthly Meeting 
level, but a commi":ment to action in society at large" Social Order 

-~ Committee will facilitate this process (perhaps by appointing a sub-
committee), and helping the Yearly Meeting to feel the weight of 
these concerns and guide our actions." 
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Gay and Lesbian Concerns: Gay and Lesbian issues are not solved by 
having once talked about them, nor will ever be solved as long as only 
gays and lesbians talk about them. The group forwarded a recommendation: 
"As a part of orientation for both the Adult and Junior Yearly Meetings, 
each year, we recommend that the Yearly Meeting state its support for 
gay men and lesbians. Further, in ord~r to avoid the repetition of 
incidents of 'queer-baiting', we recommend that the Yealry Meeting 
caution us all against name calling and detraction. Since we believe 
all people to be worthy of equal respect~ we see incidents of this 
sort as a violation of the Quaker testimony for a single standard of 
truth«" 

Women's Issues; · There are serious and ongoing women's issues requiring 
continuing attention at the personal level, within Pacific Yearly 
Meeting and in the larger Society. The need is expressed through the 
concern on racial equality and equality between the sexes forwarded by 
the Social Order Committee. 

Crisis in Human Need: We must seek a new kind of 
from materialistic values; freed from prosperity 
poverty of others1 where technology enhances,and 
accorded humans of all conditions. 

Social Order; freed 
dependent on the ~· 

where dignity is 

We seek recognition of the equal worth of all human beings, among 
ourselves as well .as in our sisters and brothers. (See Attachment E) 

' Presiding Clerk Robert Vogel suggested that we accept the report 
and expect a report 'from the Social Order Committee at Representative 
Cornrnittetf1eeting in March. 

WORKING GROUP REPORT: 
A SPECIAL ROLE FOR 
QUAKERS IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST 

Convenor Connie Jolly presented the working 
group report. The group drew on participants 
direct knowledge of the Middle East and learned 
from AFSC materials presented by AFSC Staff 
member ~atherine Essoyan, especailly her own 

slides of Lebanc-n, and the AFSC slide show "Time is Running Out." 
There is a Quaker Meeting in Palestine on the West Bank and in 
Brumannah in , Lebanon. The security of all peoples in that embattled 
area is fragile. (See Attachment F) 

Convenor Connie Jolly read a statement prepared by the working group; 
"Why a Pacific Yearly Meeting Minute on Israeli Settlemen 1ts in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip." "It is to support ••• voices for peace and· 
justice in the Middle East and to express our own sense ofurgency that 
we offer this minute." (See Attachment G) 
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PROPOSED MINUTE 
ON ISRAELI 
SETTLEMENTS 

Leona Harvey Peace Committee, read the proposed minute 
on Israeli Settlements. The complexity of the issues 
to be resolved in the Middle East was demonstrated 
by the discussion that followed. "Homeland" has 

profound importance to both Israelis and Palestinians. Militarism, 
ViQlence and the struggle for power over the area's oil compound 
the issue of the settlements. Tehre are concerns for taking sides in 
the conflicts,;;for rising above th.e .~onflicts and for nuturing all 
affected people evenly. 

Presiding Clerk Robert Vogel read the 1982 Minutes #3 of this Meeting 
which addresses militarism in the Middl~ East and stresses the right of 
both Palestinians and Israelis to statehnod. After a period of silence, 
Robert Vogel concluded that there is d-ep opposition to this minute 
and that therefore we are unable to find unity and approve the minute. 
He suggested that a small group will convene to work with the minute 
further and return with it at a later planary session. 

WORKING GROUP REPORT: 
A TESTIMONY ON SOCIAL 
JUSTICE: THE CASE OF 
CENTRAL AMERICA 

Convenor Susan Wood presented the report of the 
working group·, which reflected on the roots of 
violence and human suffering in social in-
justice and locked at the case of Central 
America. Hundreds of thousands of Salvadorans 

and Guatemalans, having fled the violence in their own countrie~, 
face grave difficulties in Mexico and elsewhere, in this country, deport 
ation. We feel a responsibility to people who are suffering because of 
current policies of the United States government, and are compelled by 
a sense of urgency. A dramatic witness from Friends is called for. 

Friends are asked to join with and support the Peace Brigades International 
in Guatemala and Project Witness on the Nicauraga Honduras border. The 
group has asked Social Order Committee to begin a process that will 
lead to a statement on social j~stice 3nd to develop queries to go to 
Monthly Meetings as a pQrt of that process. Finally, the group has dev 
developeda minu.te on sanctuary for consideration by the Meeting. 
(See Attachment H & I) 

MINUTE ON Elizabeth Jones, Clerk of Social Order Committee, read the 
SANCTUARY proposed minute on sanctuary. Presiding Clerk Robert Vogel 

reminded us that several Monthly Meetings and Southern 
California Quarterly Meeting have adopted minutes on sanctuary. 

After some discussion, Friends unitE:,_~ in the minute: 

1983 - 6 Pacific Yearly Meeting is deeply concerned by the devastation of 
civil war in Central America. We protest the current 
deportations of Centrul Americans seeking asylum in the 
United States. Moreover, we urge our government to honor 
the 1967 Protocol on Rerugees that protect the rights of 
refugees not to be sent back to their country of origin. 
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The United States government's military and econmic policies 
and actions contribute to suffering in Central America, causing 
hundreds of thousands to flee their homes. As long as the 
United States government,,in violation of both spiritual and 
international law, refuses to grant them either political 
asylum or extended voluntary departure status, we affirm 
that civil disobedience such as aiding Central American 
refugees in avoiding capture and deportation is appropriate 
and imperative. Providing support, assistance, and sanctuary 
are courses of action that accord with our religious conviction. 
We join with Friends, congregations, and other groups in this 
movement both to alleviate the suffering of the refugees and 
to alert the American people to the human coat of the policies 
in Cent~al Arnericao 

Pacific Yearly Meeting str.ongly encourages Monthly Meetings 
to take actions within the capacity-of the Meeting. 

The value of this minute is here in our process. we state our support 
of Monthly Meetings as they take on the care of refugees. Friends are 
encouraged to use the letter writing room for letters to l~wmakers 
and others on this issue. Ministry and Oversight Committee 
should consider that th9re may be a need for a Committee on Sufferings. 

WORKING GROUP REPOR'r: Reporter Hermione Baker presented the report of 
UPDATING OUR PEACE the working group. The group met under the 
TESTIMONY IN THE Query: "Are we able to bring a Spirit of gopd 
NUCLEAR AGE will and joyousness to all of our work for · 

. peace, knowing that ultimately a living spirit 
orders the universe? Three groups convened: Beyond the Nuclear Freeze, 
Peace Tax Fund, and USSR - us Relations. 

Beyond the Nuclear Freeze Friends need to speak with serenity and 
decisiveness to the crisis. Friends are urged to: significantly 
increase· their financial contributions to Friends Committee on National 
Legislation and the American Friends Service Committee: significantly 
increase the use of individual and Monthly Meeting time and resources in 
community education and the political process; deepen our spiritual 
life, to alleviate fear and anxiety; and, bring a spirit of good will 
and joyousness to all our work for peace, knowing that ultimately a 
loving Spirit ord~rs the universe. 

Peace Tax Fund The Peace Tax Fund document is a good first ·step and 
is recommended for presentation to plenary session. There are fears 
of resisting, of not resisting, of God's will as balanced against our 
fears. Friends are urged to study and become aware of the legal 
aspects of the Peace Tax Fund and to form support groups for resisters 
and non-resisters supporting resistors: How do we support each other? 
Ways to avoid war tax collection include simple living, cooperative 
or communal living, support of each other in real ways. 
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USSR - US RELATIONS There is a lack of mutual understanding and a deep 
need to seek mutual understanding. To this end~ a minute (proposing 
establishment of an East - West Co:mmittee) was presented to the Social 
Order Committee. 

The three groups shared an awarenesG of fears, a sense of helplessness. 
We have discovered that without God's help, without going more 
deeply inward, we cannot go forward. (See attachment J) 

MINUTE FOR A 
COMMITTEE ON EAST-
WEST RELATIONS 

Herb Foster, Social Order Cor.unittee, introduced the 
proposed minute for a Committee on East - West 
Relations reminding uc that it j_s fruitless to 

attempt to determine which side bears the grea~er blame. For us the 
important point to recognize is that it is mutual ignorance and mis-
understanding between the two societies which enables the cold-war 
proponents and their military supporters to ·prevail. 

Following an exploration of whether another name for the comrnitt ·ee 
might be more appropriate, we ~proved the following minute: 

1983 - 7 We believe that it is incumbent on the American people and 
on us as a religious society, concerned for the preservation 
of life itself, to seek actively the understanding and the 
reconciliation that must occu~ between the peoples of Eastand 
West. We must by all means possible nurture th.a shift in 
attitudes necessary if we are to avert the tragedy of nuclear 
holocaust. 

For this reason, Pacific Yearly Meeting of the Religious 
Society of Friends establishes a Com.~ittee on East - West 
Relations, che.rging this bccJ.y with the continmus responsibility 
1) to promote intercultural visitation, 2))to facilitate the 
study of all aspects of Soviet and East European society 
(history, culture, language, and social structure), 3) to 
seek opportunities to cultivate deep personal relationships df 
trust, 4) to engage in dire~t communications with persons in 
decision-making positions as well as wi ~'1 ordinary people, 
and 5) to draw on any available resources for creative 
approaches to East West relat:i.ons. Fu::ther, the Committee 
should explore the possibility of providing a Quaker 
p~esence in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. 

PROPOSED MINUTE 
ON- NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS RESEARCH 

arrange a meeting 
University. 

Gladis Innerst, Peace Committee, presented the 
p=oposed minute opposing the involvement of the 
University of California in research and develop-
ment of nuclear weapons and requesting the Clerk to 

of a delegation of Friends with the President of the 
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It is timely to speak to the incoming Pre~ident and t~ support legis-
lative resolution calling for the conversion of the Livermore . . 
and Los Alamos Laboratories to peaceful activities. Th a~ the University 
is already engaged in construcivie programs should be .affirmed • . 

At the suggestion of Presiding Clerk Robert Vogel, we approved 
asking that the wor'4ing of this minute be reworked and returned tomorrow 
evening. 

CLOSING Presiding Clerk Robert Vogel expressed thanks for ou: good 
humor and kind patience. He added to our store of history 
reminding us that sam co~ (SF) is the great7great-grandson 
Joel Bean, one of the a'i:restors of this Meeting• 

by ' 
of 

The meeting closed with worship. 
Linda Niebanck, Co-recording Cle!k :~: 

YEARLY MEETING SESSION IX - MEMORIAL WORSHIP 
4:00 p.m. Thursday .!\ugust 4, 198,3 ., 

We gathered to give thanks to God for the lives of Friends who died 
during the past year. 

Berkeley - Raymond Flick 
Joachim Leppmann 

Claremont - Paula Hans 
Eula McCracken 

Fresno - Charles Davis 

Honolulu - He.len Chrystal Bender 

La Jolla - Samuel Weston 

MonterE!.y_ Peninsula - Murie .1 Bastin 
-· ·. · Agnes West . 

Orange Grove - Margaret Fleming 
Joei Winans 
Harvey House 

. ' 
Pacific Ackworth - Laura Smalakis 

Palo Alto - Lucinda Hafkenschiel 
Con~tance Carrel 
Elsie Renne 
Louise Haskin (attender} 
Jessica Mang 

Redwood Forest - George Reeves 
San Fernando Valley - Ray Ranger 

(attender) 
San Francisco - Edna Rylander 

Morgan Sibbett 
(Member Swarthmore ) PA 

San Jose - Walt Spurrier (attender) 

Santa Barbara - Amelia Eliza Rockwell 
David Walter Stickney 
(Member-Lake Forest, 
Ill.) 
Colwell Beatty (attend . 

Santa Cruz - Larry Oswald (attender} 
Lee Nunn-Grochowick 

(Attender) 
Strawberry Creek - John Ullman 

Eternity is at our hearts, pressing upon our time-worn lives, warming 
us with intimations of an astounding destiny, calling us home to itself. 

Bruce Folaom, Co-Recording Cle ~ -
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YEARLY MEETING SESSION X 7:00 p.m. Thursday August 4, 1983 

Into the Silence' of the opening worship there came a so~-;g; "We' re 
going to look to the people for courage ••• wisdom ••• faith ••• 
love ••• action, in the hard times coming ahead." 

EPISTLES Reading Clerk Pr~1dence Myer read from the · epistle of Nebraska 
Yearly Meeting of Friends, June, 1983, " ••• The Religious 

Society of Friends ••• (is)like a stained glass window, a mosaic, a 
tapestry, a rainbow, or a prism ••• vibrant as red; steady as blue1 
fresh as green, warm and loving as yellow ••• the varied gifts and talents 
of Friends." From New York Yearly Meeting, July 1982 "We ••• expect to 
meet God face to face ••• Each brings one's own gifts, prophecy and 
••• thanksgiving." 

INTRODUCTIONS Presiding Clerk Robert Vogel noted the presence of 
Della Walker of North Pacific Yearly Meeting, today on 

the 40th anniversary of the Friends Committee on National Legislation. 
Della is the West Coast representative to FCNL_ 

MINUTES The minutes of Session VII and VIII were read, corrected and 
approved. 

- SECRETARIAT In response to a request by Presiding Clerk Robert Vogel, 
we approved the creation of an Ad Hoc Committee . to look 

1983- 8 at the ne.eds of the Yearly Meeting with · regard · to secretarial 
services, to report of Ministry and Oversight Committee in 
December and again to Representative Committee in March so 
that some action may be taken. 

1985 YEARLY 
L"1EETING DATE 

1983 - 9 

The Meeting afiproved the recom..'llendation of Sites Committee 
Clerk Marie S utz that the dates of the 19 .85 Pacific 
Yearly Meeting b~ re-scheduled to July 28 -. . . 

August 3, so that Friends_ traveling to the FWCC Triennial in 
Mexico City the following u:-,,1: ...,,,;:,.y stljp ~-,t t!.1 ' us ::ir • t. 

COMMITTEE ON 
EAS'r - WEST . 
RELATIONS 

1983 - 10 

The Meeting approved that the Committee on East - W~st 
Relations shall be composed of tweJ.ve persons, appointed 
for three year terms, with four persons rotating · · 
each year. 

FUND FOR 
CONCERNS 
REPORT 

.Clerk of Ministry and Oversight, Paul Niebanck, reported the 
history of the Fund for Concerns. Pacific Yearly Meetin,g 
established the Fund in 1979: "We were encouraged to 

'take a great leap forward into.our past,' recognize special 
gifts, and release Friends to the ministry ••• Monthly Meeting: · is 
central to the process." A substantive report on individuals and concerns 
:funded was made to Pacific Yearly Meeting in 1981. A written _ report will 

_ be forwarded to Monthly Meetings this Fall by Ministry and Oversight. 
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Since 1980, $8,400 has been disbursed in amounts fr.om $100 to $3850 ·:;o 
seven Meetings sponsoring Friends. No money has been disbursed thi~ 
year, 1983. In that same period, $11,700 came to the Fund, a small 
portion early from individuals and the bulk from eleven Meetings. 
Five or six Meetings apparently regularly budget funds and have cont-
ributed $8,000; 8 or 9 others have made occasional gifts totaling 
$3,200. There is at present a balance:or $3,300 - free money, so to 
speak. Friends are encouraged to think about the Fund for Concerns 
and the clearness process that is part of it: We are free ••• to do God'~ 
will, in doing God's will, ·t1e become free. 

Presiding Clerk Robert Vogel outlined the agenda remaining for the 
Ha reminded us of the import.ant work con.ducted through the year by 
s ·:~anding Cammi ttees on Social Order and Peace and introduced the 
Clerks respectively;Elizabeth Jones and Akie Reynoldsu 

eV '2.li. i.J .c.J , 
the 

MINUTE ON NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS RESEARCH 

Gladis Innerst, Peace Committee, prefaced the 
revised minute by reminding us that we grow in 
Spirit in working thase over one with another. 

th~ 
A::.·::._:-.:. 

c:;ome further modifications, Friends united in the following 1\".inute : 

1983 - 11 Th~ activity of the University of California in the reanagerueT~ 
and direction of Livermore and Los Alamos Scientific 
Laboratories, ,which do virtually all research and develop·· 
ment for the United States Military lend the cloak of acad3~~= 
and scholarly legitimacy to policies which may destroy us el: 
in the name of security. The Pacific Yearly Meetir.g of the 
Religious Society df Friends is opposed to the involvemen~ 
of the University in research and development of nucl~ar 
Weapons, and urges that the University cease all such invo ·lv~ 
emant. We believe the laboratories should be converted 
entirely to development of non-polluting energy sourc~s, 
research into programs for peaceful alternatives to confl5.ct. 
among nations, and other constructive activity. 

The Clerk is requested to prepare a letter of concern . to the 
incoming President of the University of California, an~ 
arrange for a meeting of a delegation of Friends with tile 
University P~esident to express the Pacific Yearly Meeti~~r•~ 
concern. 

PROPOSED MINUTE Steve Jones, Peace Committee, read the propo, r. ·' 

minute opposing the testing, production and 
deployment of the Pershing II -and ·Tf:t ·r:1t:i:::d:ies. 

ON NUCLEAR MISSLES 

1983 - 12 Friends, we must oppose these weapons. li~ndreds of thuusand. :~ 
of iu.ropeans will be nonviolently prote3ting the deploymen'l 
of nuclear wsapons this FaJ.l; we are urged to joiu in prot.est 
October 23 - 24. Friends Approved the minute in general 
with the request that it be edited to reflect suggest:i.ons 
made and returned for reading at a later time. 
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MINUTE ON Presiding Clerk Robert Vogel read the 1982 Minute 
PEACE TAX FUND of this Yearly Meeting approving the Peace Tax 

Fund in principle, and spoke of the correspondence, 
research and other work by the Peace Committee that has ~one into 
preparing the minute before us. Betsy Eberhardt, Peace Committee, 
presented the minute, .citing as the procedure for this step, the long 
struggle of Friends in the 1800's to come to truth on slavery. 
Caring for a child of God is right1 owning slaves is wrong. contri'.)utir.1 
to a World Peace Tax Fund is right; paying for weapons that kill is 
wrong. We considered at some length the declaration of trust governing 
the operation of the Peace Tax Fund. The terms and conditions that 
state "any member or regular attender • • may deposit" may fr.1ply 
a special priviledge for Friends not available to others, 

Yearly Meeting should consider not surrending deposited money under 
protest, but rather settinq up the Fund so the government reust act to 
seize the funds for pay~1L.;:nt. (Ite .. u #5} We amended the Declaration 
of Trust to stipulate that two treasurers signatures are required for 
disbursal of funds. (Item #2) We were reminded that Item #9 provic.es 
for ,: ..... md11L:~nt· of Declaration of Trust governing the fund and that it 
may be approprate to work with the Fund for a year as prop,~sed to S€9 
what chang~s are warranted. The Meeting approved the following minute~ 

1983 - 13 The Pacific Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of 
Friends, having studied the New England Friends Peace Tax 
Fund, approves the establishment of a Pacific Yearly 
Meeting Peace Tax Fund. The fund shall be managed in accor~cLC~ 
with the attached declaration. (See attachment K) 

One Friend, Ann Friend, is recorded as having stood aside on the 
grounds that she cannot consent to the establishment of an exclu~ive 
agency as prescribed in the terms and conditions. 

Another Friend Ann Dale, is recorded as having stood aside on the 
grounds that the moneys in the Fund should not be surrended to the 
government, even under protest. 

REPORT OF 
FRIENDS BULLETIN 
COMMITTEE 

Alan Strain, Friends Bulletin Cammi ttee, notec' . that 
the Bulletin will be changing to a uniform renewaJ. · 
schedule from now until January, 1985 to aid in 
flow problems. In preparing their report for tor.:i.<::,·-:.t 

the Committee members have explored the Bulletin files back to 1930. 
Shirley Ruth, Bulletin Editor, opened the report with a quote, "The 
end of all our exploring will be to arrive at where we started and k :10••1 
the place for the first time." T.S. El/iot. 

Members of the Committee Jeanne Lohman, Elsa Glines, Alan Strain and 
Leornard Dart shared gleanings of their perusals of copies of the 
Bull~tin from 1934 to just after World War II. It seems the concarn~ 
are the same - only the language changes. In 193 7 Friends were a:;kir.q- .• 

,- can Friends of 1937 speak to today - do so called leading Friends 
actually lead us anywhere? In the war years, the writings reflected 
the need for ministry and yet looked forward with optimism: Civilian 
Public Service Camps (CPS), internment of Japanese - Americans, educa ·:i in, 
moving toward a Yearly Meeting. After the wa.i::; a Japanese f .,:-iend ~-,re .:e ! 
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"I do not feel hatred towards Americans ••• it is war that is wrong." 
Throughout,the Bulletin records the events and contributions of Friends. 
In closing Shirley Ruth expressed gratitude for the editors who have 
brought it to today, most especially Robert Schutz who enlarged the 
scope of coverage, moved toward thematic content, put it on a realistic, 
budget and reorganized subscription as well. The Bulletin has been . . 
transformed even as our society on the West Coast has been transformed. 

'l'he Meeting closed in silent worship • 

. Linda Niebqnqk, Co-Recording Clerk 

YE.riRLY 1"1EETING SESSION XI·, 

2:00 P.M. Friday, August 5 1983 

OPENING In the opening worship, Prez-iding Clerk Robert Vogel noted 
for us the Memorial Service now going on the Philadelphia 

for Olcutt Sanders. 

EPISTLE Reading Clerk Prudence Myer read fonn Baltimore Yearly Meeting 
Epistle, August 3 - 8, 1982: "We need to ~eep our eyes on 

the horizon a..1'1.ead. Matters close at hand will then fall into perspective. 
We pray that we will have the confidence to be amazed by God." 

.'1INU'rES The minutes of Sessions IX, the Meeting for Memorials, were 
heard. Minutes of Session X were approve~ with direction 

to elaborate the work of Robert Schutz as Bulletin editor. 

MINUTE ON 
ISR..Z\ELI SETTLEMENTS 

The revised minute was read by Leona Hai:vey, 
Peace Cornmi ttee. The Meeting Approved -~ .: · 
the following minute: 

1983 - 14 Pacific Yeai::ly Meeting o~_the Religious Society of Friends 
is profoundly troubled by the violence and suffering in the 
Middle East. We are moved to ask the United States govern-
ment to examine the part United States policy plays in 
contributing to tens,ions in this troubled area. 

It is in--this sp.i,rit of peacemaking that Pacific Yearly 
Meeting·wishes to express its deep concern about the develQpment 
of Israeli settle1nents in the West Bank and Gaza St1;;p. 
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Pacific Yearly Meeting believes that a freeze on Israeli. 
settlements would be a positive step toward the resolution 
of the conflict and would help to create an atmoshere which 
is conducive to comprehensive peace negotiations. We support 
those Israelis and Palestinians who believe peace with justice 
can only be acheived on the basis of mutual recognition 
leading to self determination and security for both peoples. 

Two Friends, Mairin Malarka and Isiah Meyer are recorded as stapding 
aside from the approval. The Peace Committee recommends wide 
distribution of this minute. 

MI1'1U'r:t; ON 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

The Meeting approved the revised minute as it was 
read by Steve Jones, Peace Committee: 

1983 - 15 The Pacific Yearly-Meeting of the Religious Society of 
Friends, having sought for divine guidance, cannot support 
nuclear weapons, or even the threat of using them. 

Rather than improving our security, these weapons weaken our 
economy and increase the chance of nuclear war. Because of the 
fourfold decrease in delivery time of the MX and the Pershing 
II missiles, accidental war becomes more probable. Because 
the Cruise missiles c.~nnot be detected, a Nuclear Weapons 
Freeze could not be verified. 

Therefore, we request that the United States Congress vote to 
withhold funds for the testing, production, and deployment 
of the Pershing II, the MX, and the Cruise missiles. 

The Peace Committee requests that Monthly Meetings be notified 
promptly and urge members to contact their Congressional representatives. 
Timing is critical. 

MINUTE ON PACIFIC 
YEARLY MEETING 
REPRESENTATI9N TO 
THE AMERICAN 
COMMITTEE CORPORATION 

Margaret Mossman, Clerk of Nominating Committee, 
presented the revised minute. This proposal 
is our response to AFSC's 1expressed desire 
for wide participation by Friends in the 
Corporation. We tinited in approving the 
minute. 

1983 - 16 Pacific Yearly Meeting shall appoint five persons to serve 
as Pacific Yearly Meeting representatives to the American 
Friends Service Committee Corporation, each for a 3 year 

. term. At least one of the five will attend the annual meet-
ing of the Corporation, that person to be named by the 
representatives themselves, with emphasis on continuity. 
The primary responsibility of the representatives is to 
develop and maintain a closer relationship between the 
AFSC and the Yearly Meeting. In order to do so, the 
representatives shall choose a. convenor and consult among 
themselves and with other members of the AFSC CQ~poration 
residing in the area of Pacific Yearly Meeting. 
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REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE 
TO NAME THE 
NOMINA'rING 
COMMITTEE 

REPORT OF THE 
NOMI:NATIN~ 
COMMITTEE 

Clerk Jonathan Vogel, reminding us of the three newly 
appointed menhers to the Nominating Committee (Ruth 
Roberts, c:aremont, Meta Ruth Ferguson, LaJolla, 
and Jim Sanatal, Santa Monica), reqorcunended as Clerk 
of the Nominating Committee, Bob Jolly. We approved. 

Clerk Margaret Mossman distibuted the report and noted 
additions and corrections. The Meeting Approved the 
report as p~esented. (See attachment L) 

PROGRESS REPORT 
OF THE DISCIPLINE 
COMMITTEE 

Clerk Pegge Lacey reported, advising us that there 
are no more copies of the current Discipline available 
and that new copies· of the proposed Advices and 
Queries are now available and being distributed for ··· 

use. In addition, other "finished" portions of the revised Discipline, 
together with a plan or table of contents of the entire proposed. 
Discipline,is being distributed. In accord with previous practice, 
when the revised Discipl_ine is completed it will be prc:i-sented in its 
e.~tirety for acceptance by the Yearly Meeting • . 
1~84 BUDGET Clerk of Finance Committ~e Walter Jones presented the 

proposed 1984 Budget of Pacific Yearly Meeting, 
reviewing the.i'tems and amounts in detail. Friends were reminded of 
the procedures in 1979 for recommendaitons on support to 
Friends Organizations: Monthly Meetings are to consider, in January 
9f each year, from information provided by the Finance Committee, the 
current lev~ls of funding and forwarded any proposed changes to the 
Finance Committee. Guidelines for YeaJly Meeting contributions to 
such organizations are included in the information to Monthly Meetings. 
We ApproY!S the 1984 Budget as presented., (See attachment M) 

REPORTS OF 
WORKING GROUPS 
ON . FAITH AND 
PRACTICE CONC~RNS 

PYM EP u·-"".,1:-: 
1ST READING 

suggestions. 

At the suggestion o Presiding Clerk Robert Vogel, 
we Approved including written reports of the working 
groups in the addendum to the minutes of the Yearly 
Meeting Sessionso 

Clerk of the Epistle Committee Betsy Dearborn. 
read the draft of our Epistle to Friends Everywhere 
and announced a meeting for Friends' response and 

The meeting closed in a period of silent worship. 

YEARLY MEETING SESSION XIII 

The Meeting open•d in worship. 

Linda Niebanck, Co-Recording Clerk 

9:30 a.m., Saturday, August 6, 1983 
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EPISTLES Reading Clerk Prudence Myer read an epistle from 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. Friends found that their 

challenge was to renew their faith, to be filled by the Spirit of the 
Lord in worship and in da~ly lif,e. Putting Holy Obedience first, 
there is no so&paration of fai"i.:h and worl~s. 

MINUTES 

acc.apted. 

The minutes~~ SeBsion XI were read, corrected and approved. 
A record of Session XII i-le.:ting i'or norship was read and 

EXPRESSIONS OF 
APPRECIATION 

?residing Clerk. Robert Vogel rea:1 an expression of 
appreciatior. to Car0li.:1e EstP.s for hGr service to 
Yearly Meet.i.ng and presented her ,d~:h a certificate. 

Gratitude was also expr~ssed to F::..y Van Dolsa n. 

AD HOC COMMITTEE 
ON THE SECRETARIAT 

to this Committne. 

COi~~ITTEE ON EAST 
WEST RELATIONS 

P:!."esidi!'lg Cle;:k Robert Vogel repqrted that he 
has appointed Hermior·e Baker, Ann Pe. nery, 
Caroline Estes ~nd Jeanette Norton (ex officio) 

Herbu:r.·t Foster made ·:;he recommendation that the r:.amc 
of this com:nittee remain as originally proposed. 
This decision was based on the fact that the AFSC 

has used the term "East~·WE-JSt 11 !.n connection with the Soviet Union 
for about 20 years; the term is us~d by the Northern Friends Peace 
Board in t.heir publication 1-I· . ..., ~.1a:;.:-d a Quake:.= Vie;;w of Russia," and 
these are previously establish·~.d groups called the American Committee 
on East-West Accord and t!i . .a Inst.:.t. 1_1t.e for Zast-Wee t Security StudJ.es. 

1983 - 17 Meeting appro'!e.d the Ccmmittee on East-T-vest Relations as the 
name of this con,ni tte·e. 

NOMINATING COMMIT'i:'EE Cmnmitte:e CJ.erk Margat'et Mossman read additional 
nc.rriei:1 recorr.:.~3r.ded to ~erve. Committee on 

East-West Relations: Johanna Si!:>bett, Stephen Rirdlebough and Ruth 
Roberts (to 1984), Priscilla Heiro, l)ichael Heim, Stephen Jones and 
Linda Niebanck (to 19-85), · William Scott, H,sJ::mione Baker and Re-1:a 
Lo.::kert (to 1986). Reprasentati'1es ·:.:o American J'riends Service Comm-
ittee: Linda Dunn (to 19JS}, Mai.garet Mossman anJ Harold Loy (to 1986'. 
Social Order: Robert Schut:~ (198(). 

These names wera approved. 

In addition Margaret reported the namos of those appointed by 
l11linistry and oversight ';.o thf->ii: sub-cormnittees, (See Attachm~ni: L) 
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WORKING GROUPS 
ON FAITH AL~D 
PRACTICE 

Ellie Foster reported on the Spiritual Testimony of 
the Society of Friends, Pegge Lacey reported on QuakGr 
Community, and Lowell Tozer reported on Quaker Process. 

in faith 
appended. 

In all groups a powerful sense of laboring together 
was evident. Full r .eport.s of each working group are 

(See a~tachments N) 

JU~IOR YEARLY We heard with appreciation the epistle from JYM read 
MEETING EPISTLE by Carrie Niebanck and Tad Kershner. (See attachmer.t 0) 

The three JYM clerks for next ye~r were introduced: 
Shanti Durc,ux, Susu Cowan, anci Mark AlJ.en. 

YOUNG FRIENDS Elizabeth Perry read the epistle of Young Friends, 
EPISTLE which was received with appreciation. (See atta.chment .I?) 

Elizabeth also read the names of next year's officers: 
Paul Schneider, Clerk; Ross McKinney, Assistant Clerk1 Support 
Committee Members: David McKenzie, Lisa Klein, George Gastil, David 
Cowan, and Elizabeth Perry. 

JUNIOR HIGH 
FRIENDS MINUTE 

Karin Anderson read a minute from JHF requesting that 
Monthly Meetings support travel expenses for co-
representatives to attend Representatives Committee. 

1983 - 18 Meeting approved asking Monthl~,. Meeting·s to support· . traveling 
expenses of Junior High Friends co-representatives attending 
Representative Committee . 

JUNIOR HIGH Karin Anderson read the epistle .from JHF which was 
FRIENDS EPISTLE received with appreciation. (See Attachment Q} 

PYM EPISTLE Paul Jolly reed an amended version of the PYM epistle. 
Further changes were suggested. (See attachmet:::t R) 

MINUTES The minutes of Session XIII were read, correoted and approved. 

The Meeting claaad in worship. 

Br1J.ce Folsom, co-Recording Clerk 
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YEARLY MEETING SESSION XIV: Meeting for Worship 

11:00a.m., Saturday, August 6, 1983 

We are required notonly to recognize that of God in everyone, but to 
call it forth. I need forgiveness, and I offer mine. o God, 
open my heart. 

1983 - 19 Closing the meeting, Presiding Clerk Robert v0 gel offered 
a fin~l minute on our behalf: 

For the many blessings we have received this week, we give 
thanks, o lord. We have eaught once again the glorious 
vision of Thy peace and have experienced joy through worship, 
work, song, and play. How it is time to return to the world 
to try again what love can do. 

The 37th annual gathering of Pacific Yearly Meeting is 
now closed to meet again in eleven months at the San 
Francisco YMCA Camp and Conference Center, La Honda, 
California, July 8 - 14, 1984. 

Roberts. Vogel, Clerk 

Bruce Folsom, Co-Recording Clerk 
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Sites Comm. Report to Representative Connnittee 
August 1, 1983 --Marie Schutz 

In the past year, when I've found myself bogged down in some aspects of the process 
of this search, I've been encouraged by re-reading this little litany: 

Why do we come to yearly meeting? 

To experience Friends in a broader context 

To live together w~th Friends for the week 

For a Quaker version of the revival meeting 

To renew the feelings of Friends as a family 

"I'm addicted" 

"I meet new people and they enrich my life" 

"I enjoy renewing these con tac ts" 

"It's fun" 

To provide Friendly contacts for our children 

For the Worship-Fellowship groups 

To conduct our business 

For the satisfaction of doing a job together with others 

To work out our responses to the Queries 

To seek together for the Spirit -- to pray 

To love and to be loved in ways that are eternal 

I come for inspiration, and 

To be "trained" in the ways of Friends 

These are mostly direct quotes from the H & 0 sessions on the Yearly meeting. They 
have inspired m~ Some wonderful things were said last year about Yearly Heeting and 
why we come back year after year. 

There were also in those sessions clear indications, even urgings, to move us out 
of our present way of doing things--a willingness to do things differently. Some 
of those seemed to, ·come from people who felt we are in relatively posh surroundings 
and eat too well here at Craig Hall. Others com;>laining that it is uncomfortable 
at Chico- and too far to drive--and has too much paving--and it is too expensive. 

The Sites Connnittee has investigated 39 sites, about 12 :rni.:ber th.n:oughly. We have 
been guided by the results of the questionnaire replied to by about 200 people last 
year, as well as by the responses of many of you during those sessions on the 
Yearly Meeting. 
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We recommend for 1984 a site referred to last evening by Caroline Estes -- where 
Friends met about 25 years ago -- the San Francisco YMCA camp at La Honda. It is 
927 acres in a beautiful setting of thousands of acres of public lands -- and has 
much of what we've been looking for. It is available for our exclusive use the 
second week of July, July 8-14, 1984. 

This site allows us our camping option, has adequate space for our program needs, 
has both dormitory sleeping accomodations and somewhat limited double occupancy 
possibilities, will integrate campers' tents in among the cabins and help us break 
down the barriers we have felt increasingly in the last few years. The dining room 
is adequate. 

Many changes will be necessary -- there is more outdoor living; there will be only 
natural air conditioning. It's not level, but has been designed for and used as a 
camp for the physically handicapped in recent years. 

Any change -- is diff€rent. We will find this a challenge; the Committee feels it 
is well worth the shift. 

We have in addition a second recommendation -- for 198.2,. We hav~ reserved, subject 
to approval by the Yearly Meeting, the University of La Verne, in La Verne,' California, 
the first week of August, ~ugust 4-10, 1985. · My visit to that campus and my talks· 
with the Conference Coordinator, Mary Ann Jolmson, have been very good, and I believe 
the facilities will serve us well. There is the option to shift this date forward to 
June, I believe, if this seems a preferable date for Southern California. 

At this point it seems that the Y camp will be a little less expensive -- Chico is 
not overpriced, Friends -- and La Verne seems likely to work out about the same. It 
is not possible to get specifics of this kind now. 

Locations: La Honda, for 184, is about 1½ hours south of San Francisco, west of 
San Mateo-Hillsdale, and La Verne is the next town west of Claremont in Southern 
California. 

The Sites Committee is working as well with the question of our owning and de-
veloping a site, but is not prepared to make an extensive report on questions related 
to that at this time. 

We don't feel we can say we've found any long term answer to the dileni!la of Site. 
We welcome any suggestions you have. We will post a board, probably in Craig near 
the Communications desk, which will show how we've listed our requirements, as we've 
searched -- also a list of the sites we have looked into one way or another -- as 
well as the names of the members of the committee. And we ask you to tell us about 
possibilities. 
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John Draper 

PYM has had 34 Monthly Meetings for a few years, but this year two have 
changed their names: San.Fernando Meeting is now San Fernando Valley Meeting and 

the Riverside/Redlands Friends are still worshipping in Redlands, but under a 
new name: Inland Valley Monthly Meeting. 

Again, I have the four membership forms available for you who deal with new 
members and also these trnnsferring,in .and out. They will be_. on the floor along 
the wall there, starting tomorrow, and I- will have them again next march. Let's 
avoid the high cost of postage. 

For the first time of m.Y tenure as Statistics Clerk, I cannot give you. firm 
figures on. the qunntit~tive st3tG of the Meetings, because three of the 34 Meetings 
have still to send me satisfactory report. I have a suggestion to nominating comm-
ittees back in your Monthly Meetings. Don't name someone for statistical clerk or 
recorder who, in the month of June 184, plans a vacation trip, or a summer school 

tea_ching assignment in another. town, or a move to a new house •••• But I do want to 
thank the 31 stay-at-homes who completed their assignments on time. 

Generally speaking, this Yearly Meeting is growing each year by about 1%. 
Last year our adult membership was 1502; this year it's about 1518. Our biggest 

source of gain is adult convincement--about 70 per year. Deaths and withdrawals 
combined are usually less than that figure. 

The brightest spot in an otherwise ordinary year (statistically) is the 
number of Junior Members and other youth becoming adult members. Though it 
was only five, that fi€!).lre hasn't been equalled since 1975. 

Working with all these figures year after year, one starts musing over the 
cause of cyclical trends. I got to thinking that the general population of our 
geographical locale has been growing fairly rapidly over the past 30 years. 
Has the Quaker population kept pace with this general increase? The findings may 

surprise you. 
Unfortunately I couldn't come up With figures for Nevada, Hawaii, and Mexico, 

so I apologize to Reno, Honolulu, and Mexico City Meetings as I concentrate on 
California. 

In the period 1956 thru 1970, California grew by 46%. But California Quakers 
(unprogrammed) grew, in the same period, by 104%. 

But now look what happened: In the next period 1970 to 1983, California will 
grow a more modest 21%. The California Quakers will grow less than this, 15%. 

To put it in another, happier, way, what are the odds that a Quaker will meet 
another Quaker on the busy sidewalks of California cities? In 1956, one in 

23,000. But in 1983, one in only 17,000. Won't it be great when there are enough 
Quakers in the state to swing an election? 

I noticed this year how many of our Monthly Meeting clerks are women, and 
that started me thinking about the whole question of statistical comparison of the 

genders. I'm not sure I should be treading this path, but it seems to me that the 
feminist movement, at least within organized religion, is a cause that won't be 
resolved for a good many years. Women are more plentiful in churches and synagogues, 
and they are largely responsible for the day-to-day work of the church. But they 
are volunteers, while the salaried rabbis, ministers--the prestigious church 

positions--are filled by men. 
When I discovered Quakerism in my upper middle age, I could tell right away 

they were different. Quakers don't pay anything to anybody, at least within PYM. 
And what about the socalled prestigious positions in Quakerism? Eow do women 
fare here? By all measures, women are the major inovers and shakers in PYM, and 
for this I tap my bench with enthusiastic decorum. 

Of the 82-83 officers, PYM committee clerks, and representatives to Quaker 
organizations, there are 21 men and 24 women. 



PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING 
1983 MINUTES - Att. B(1) 

Of the presidir...g Clerks of Monthly Meetingw last year, 12 were men, 22 
were women; this year it's 11 m9n and 23 women. 

We have records go·ing back to 1947 that list the PYM presiding clerks, 
those who stood where I'm standing now, and it is a changing picture. In 
the period 1947 to 1965, men were in the majo:tity; in the next period, 1966 
to 1983, women were in the majority. 

1 1 11 repeat, I am not comfortable making these comparisons. I would 
rather not even notice who is up front--it really shouldn't matter. In the 

religious millenium, we111 be able to unite with the apostle Paul, who said' 
one time 11 ••• ye are all the children of God ••• There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female, for ye are 
all one ••• ". 



'rREA~:WJ:U-:;r<."S ~{EPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1963 
(vcto.oer, 19U2 tl,rough July, 1983) 
L~Th.i.<.L·1 FihANCIAL S'l'A'.l'Ei:-.i.ZNT, Continued 

FY - 82 
Actual 

251 
254 
255 
256 
257 
26u 

264 

Su~port of Fri~nd's Organizations 
Friends Committee Nat'l Legis.$· 
Friends ~orld Cmm,1. fo'.t" 'Ct>'tltmt'; 
~uaker Office~ the u.w. 
,dlliaiil Penn House, D.C. 
Young ~,riends af North i.r,1erica 
American Friends Service Comm. 
(½ each to Pasudena & S.F.) 

soo 
1,000 

300 
200 
150 

400 
250 1'4ew· Call to Feaceuiakin<J 

SOB'l'O'.l'AL: Support of :t,riends Org$2,800 

Conference '!'ravel, PY,. Delegates 
:.!75 rl!,\erican :r,riends S.::!rvice COltUn. $ 
'i.77 Friencis Co111m. 011 dat' l Legis • 

.:ii Hilliai.-u f'enn llouse 
278 Friends General Conference 
279 :E'rienJ.s rJorld Co1,u11., Sect. of 

tne Americas 
2uu ~riencts United we~ting 
281 General Reunion of Friends, 

.-.texico 
2..,6 ~lew Call to :i?eace- iakins 
2J7 ~rienus horld Co~;.a:i. •rriennial 

358 

400 
150 

600 
200 

450 
400 

1,200 

SU.l..i'l'O'rAL: PY1·! Uelegate' s rrravel!;i 3,758 

'1'0'.l'AL _: .EXPi:;.i.:~SBS $ 21,387 
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Fiscal Year 1983 FY - 84 
Budget Bud~et Actual 

$ 500 
l,f)Ov 
.. ·300 

200 
150 

400 
250 

$ 2,800 

$ 450 

450 
150 

700 
150 

450 
150 

1,000 

$ 3,500 

$25,850 

. $ 500 
. 1, 00.0 

:.:,oo 
200 
150 

:00 
250 

$ 2,800 

$ 

$ 

150 

360 
0 

0 
0 
0 

960 

$13,693 

rlreaka.own of PY!'! Session EX}:)enses, 4-Jet (Account 211) 
1.:· .dscellaneous $ (555) $ (3Su> $ 0 
11 :r·ees fro,.i Attenu.ers (38,734) (40,000) (13,706) 
1:2 Jr. Yearly i•!eetiny- (ContriL.) (372) (300) 0 
13 C,dl,..,:cen' s Pro\.r· ... , (... . b ) \..\'.>L1'CX l. • (420) (400) 0 
201{ 1{eyistrar IS .i::xpens.s:s 710 850 258 
20S Secretariat's Bxpenses l,199 1;350 0 
21 Arr an1;fe111en ts Committee 657 700 191 
~2 c:,d lciren I s Program 2,65f; 2,601) 0 
23 Cost of Facilities 31,csl6 35,000 8,000 
24 Junior Yearly .-:.eeting 78'; 750 0 
25 lireakaye 126 100 0 
26 Invited Guests 0 500 0 

~U.ci'.l.'0'.1'AL: PY.-~ .:iession, lilet $ (2,126) $ 0 $ (5,257) 
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TRBASURER' S REPOlfl' FOR FISCAL YEAR 1903 
H-1TERI.1-'.i FIHA1'iCIAL STATE..H::NT 

Period: October 1, 1982 through July 25, 1983 

RBV.;,;;HUE 

l~J ,dscellan~ous Contributions 
lul Contrioutions from i•ie.r1ber 

.,<i:.:itings 
104 Inter~st on Inv~st~u Capital 

'l'ransfer frorn (to) R~scrvas 
TO'f AL Rt.::V.,::J:'-iUE 

:l::X.i?l!;r-JSES 
l:i.anural .1!::.~,1;>enses 

201 Fri~nds Bulletin 
202 Clerk's 'rrav~l and 

Discr.ationary 
203 
204 
205 

~~{it; 

hxp~nses of th~ Officers 
U'=3pr~ciation 
Insurance and l~gal 
Travdl to ~epresentative 
Co111mit'te:e 
Young Friends 
Audit Account 

$ 

FY - 82 
Actual 

0 

21,405 
S,24~ 

(5,267) 
$ 21,387 

$ 5,600 

45:0 
909 
267 
277 

5,554 
~oo 

0 
{ ·,,,:9 
l iiu 
I 
•, SUB'.l.'0.i.'_...,: ,J .. n~rc.1- ,.;;xi?'-'n~~cz 13,277 
'- 207 Equipment Purchase Account 

Y~arly Meeting s~ssion Expenses# ~et 
211 Y-=ai:-ly r-~eeting Session $ (2,126) 

Co1111L1i tt1;:a Exp(;;;;ns1;;;s 
225 Bulletin Committee 

227 
22& 
229 
23u 

231 

232 

235 
237 
23J 
240 

Uiscif>ll.n.: CozL"m1i ttee 
Religious Education Committe~ 
Financ;:-.: Co11uni ttee 
f'ri~nu in th'= oriaI)t Co:mmi ttee 
Junior Y~arly a\::ating 
Conu,\i t tee 
,-dnistry and oversight 
Couuuittee 
1-iominating Com1ni ttee 
l?eace Committ'-l~ 
Sites Committee 
~ocial order Co1nmi ttee 
Cilildrldn' s Program Co,,u,:li tt..:ie 
Ad Hoc Co,,,mi t tees 

Co.1.,1Mi ttee Suppl..:m.:::ntal 
·l.rav-31 j:;Xptinses 

$ 

:::m.u·.1.10'l'AL: Coi.uni ttE=oe :.:::xpenses $ 

0 
743 

0 
13:~ 
364 

78 

1,079 
690 
128 
356 

0 
0 

0 

104 
3,678 

Fiscal Yi:::ar 1983 
Budget Actual 

0 

21,855 
4,000 

(5) 
$ 25,850 

$ 5•,.600 

400 
~00 
300 
250 

6,000 
29.9 

0 
$13,650 

$ 0 

$ 20G 
800 
100 
300 
400 

100 

1,300 
900 
600 
600 
250 
100 

25G 

0 
5,900 

$ 314 

18,138 
2,437 

(7 ,196·) 
$13,693 

$ 5,600 

274 
716 

0 
0 

4,961 
0 
0 

$11,551 

$ (5,257) 

$ 

(• .,, 

73 
561 

0 
236 
400 

0 

l,lij9 
512 
147 
219 
110 

0 

192 

0 
3,639 

' 

FY - 8~ 
Buctv~t 
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Balance Balance 
:e Account Number and Title 9-30-82 Additions Reductions 7-25-83 

ASSETS 
701 Treasurer's Checking $ 2,794 $33,299 $33,907 $ 2,186 

s 702 Bulletin Checking and Savings 178 0 158 2" v 

703 Registrar's Checking 892 13,706 8,448 6,150 
6 704 Invested Caµital 34,000 7,500 1,500 40,00' , 

705 Accounts Receivable 530 3,000 3,530 C 
706 Prepaid Expenses 1,400 0 1,400 0 

' 72S Inventory:Faith and Pract:i.c~ (730) 2 49 (777) 
3 726 Inventory: Death in the Meeting 324 0 0 324 

728 Equipment: """(less depreciation) 1,149 0 0 1,149 
729 Equipment: PYM Session (less deprec.) 11050 0 0 11osr-

TOTAL: Assets $41,587 $57,507 $48,992 $50,102 

LIABILITIES AND RESERVES 
751 Accounts Payable $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 
752 FICA Taxes Payable 0 1,J27 1,02, 0 

753 Income Taxes Payable 0 72~ 724 0 
759 Deferred Income 121 0 121 0 

5 775 Bulle tin Reserve 178 0 158 20 
4 776 Clerk's Travel and Discretionary Reserve 297 0. 0 297 

777 Conunittee Supplemental Travel Reserve 1,000 0 148 852 
2 778 Friend in the Orient Project Reserves 550 3,388 2,936 1,002 
7 779 FWCC, Section of the Americas Travel 370 0 0 370 __ ... 780 FGC Travel Reserve 270 0 168 102 

781 FUM Travel Reserve 395 0 0 395 
7 783 General Reunion of Friends (Mexico) 119 0 0 119 

Travel 
7 787 F\JCC Triennial Travel Reserve 0 0 0 0 
7 788 New Call to Peacemaking Reserve 39 0 0 39 

789 Equipment Purchase Reserves 5 0 0 5 
1 791 Brinton Visitor Fund Reserve 913 630 0 1,543 
2 792 Margaret Simkin's Letters from Szechwan i82 0 0 182 

793 Accounting Reserve 0 0 0 0 
1 797 Fund for Concerns 2,924 1,297 840 3,381 
1 798 Sharing Fund (M&O) 1,611 375 0 1,986 
8 799 Unconunitted Reserves (General Fund} 322613 71196 0 39 1809 

TOTAL: Liabilities and Reserves $41,~87 $14,637 $ 6,122 $50,102 

Notes: 
1 Under control of PYM Ministry and Oversight Committee; not available for general PYM use. 
2 Specifically contributed funds under control of the Friend in the Orient Committee; 

includes funds for "Windows" ($171); "Project" ($831); does not belong to PYM. 
3 Represents printing costs, etc., that should be recovered by sale of the publication. No 

sales of Death in the Meeting have been reported in two years, and this amount ($324) 
will probably need to be written off as a loss. Negative balance in Faith and Practice 
represents excess of receipts over costs of reprinted Faith and Practice. 

4 Under control of the Clerk, not available for general PYM use. 
5 Friends Bulletin monies; not available for general PYM use. 
6 These are money market funds. 

Travel reserves are funds set aside for future travel costs that PYM has already agreed 
to pay: most of these meet every 2 to 3 years, but we budget a portion of the cost each 
year. 

8 These are the only funds available for general PYM use. 

Virginia Croninger and Walter E. Klein 
Treasurers, Pacific Yearly Meeting 
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Report of Working Group I-B-1 

The Working Group on Equality had a huge area to cover. Six Friends 
presented material to help us begin thinking together in the areas 
of Racism (Virginia Heck and Elizabeth Jones), Sexism (Jean Walton 
and Rick Troth), and "The Current Crisis in Human Needs" (Elizabeth 
Gustafson and Pat Marone). We broke into four smaller groups, 
although the one on Women's Issues was a very large "small group". 
There was much sharing of concerns and a sense that the time was far 
too short for the seeking we need to do together. 

When we reconvened for our final hour together, the group on Racism 
reported their frustration over insufficient time to articulate 
recommendations dealing with the deeply-rooted and important problems. 
They expressed the need for the Yearly Meeting to be more attentive 
to this critical area. 

The group on Gay and Lesbian Concerns expressed a need to remind · 
Pacific Yearly Meeting that these issues are not solved by having once 
talked about them! Also, the issues will never be solved as long as 
only gays and lesbians talk about them together. 

They had concerns for street youths and prostitution, for property 
rights, children, and visitation rights in hospitals when the "family 
only" rule is in force. They plan to print information on the Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome in the Daily Chronicle and also to have a 
reprint on the subject available to be taken back to all Meetings. 
They made the following recommendation: "As a part of orientation 
for both the adult and Junior Yearly Meetings each year, we recommend 
that the Yearly Meeting state its support for Lesbians and Gay men. 
Further, in order to avoid the repetition of incidents of "queer-
baiting", we recommend that the Yearly Meeting caution us all against 
name-calling and detraction. Since we believe all people to be worthy 
of equal respect, we see incidents of this sort as a violation of 
the Quaker testimonty for a single standard of truth." 

They also called attention to the book, Is the• Homosexual My Neighbor?, 
available in the Bookstore, and to Meeting Gay Friends, by the Friends 
Homosexual Fellowship of London Yearly Meeting. 

The Women's Issues group had identified many serious and ongoing 
issues. They requested that the Working Group approve that we 
request the Yearly Meeting to identify a particular committee or 
group and charge it with a continuing attention to women's issues 
at three levels: personal; within PYM; and in the larger society. 
This group, whether a Committee or Sub-Committee, would be charged 
with taking actions to affect the larger community and would also 
have an educational scope. 

It was clear that the Working Group approved such a charge and also 
approved a similar charge, to be implemented in the same manner, for 
our concerns about Racism. As one Friend pointed out, the issues 
are vital, although there are Quaker women present to speak to the 
women's issues and very few people here to speak for other races. 
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The sub-group on the Crisis in Human Needs felt that, while everything 
possible must be done to restore human services now being cut, we 
must seek a new kind of social order - one in which there is no 
"underclass". Friends tried on visions of societies where people are 
freed from our materialistic value system; where people do not depend 
for their prosperity on the poverty of "others"; where technology 
is used to enhance values; and where dignity is accorded humans of 
all conditions. As Walter Martin said, "Friends believe in love, but 
they also believe in the removal of the circumstances that make for 
hatred." In the inequalities lie the seeds of war. We seek recog-
nition of the equal worth of all human beings, among ourselves as well 
as in our sisters and brothers. 
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Working Group Report: 
A Special Role for Quakers in the Middle East: 

Lebanon, Arab-Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

We were ]4 participants, several of whom have a special relationship 
to the Middle East through personal experiences, relatives, or a sense 
of spiritual identity with the part of the world where Jesus lived. 

We were fortunate to have Catherine Essoyan as a resource person. 
Catherine works with the AFSC in Philadelphia with special responsi-
bility for peace education regarding Lebanon and AFSC's reconstruction 
projects there following last summer's destruction. She has both 
academic expertise and personal experience, having lived in Lebanon 
for eight years. 

We made note of the fact there are are Palestinian and Lebanese 
Friends: the Ramallah Friends Meeting in the West Bank and the 
Brumannah Friends Meeting in Lebanon. There are Friends Schools 
associated with each Meeting. We also feel a special bond to those 
IsraeliG who, like ourselves, are protesting the military policies 
of their government, working for peace with their neighbors and for 
justice and human rights for all people. 

On Tuesday we saw a new AFSC slide show entitled "The Time is Running 
Out" regarding the escalated settlement program in the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip. We composed a :'1.inute which the Peace Committee 
approved and which will be presented for your approval in a few 
minutes. 

On Wednesday Catherine Essoyan gave us a thorough background to the 
present cri3is in Lebanon. She showed slides of the destruction of 
Lebanon and of AFSC's agricultural and reconstruction projects 
in southern Lebanon. 

The two sessions together gave us a much better understanding of 
the Middle Ea.st and sympathy for the fragility of the security of 
all peoples in that embattled area. We feel a greater share in the 
work of the AFSC in the Middle East. 
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Why a PYM Minute on Israeli Settlements 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 

During the six day war in June ]967, Israel militarily occupied the 
West Bank, the Gaza Strip and the Golan Heights. In November of the 
same year, the UN Security Council unanimously adopted Resolution 242, 
which emphasizes the "inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory 
by war" and calls for Israel to withdraw its armed forces from terri-
tories occupied in the recent, i.e., June ]967, conflict. 

Although Israel agreed to this resolution, it has not withdrawn from 
the occupied territories. On the contrary, it has engaged in a plan of 
settling Israeli citizens in the West Bank and Gaza $trip. These terri-
tories are home tq l, . million Palestinians, the largest- ·concentration 
of Palestinians in the'·world, and represent the last hope for a 
Palestinian homeland. Between i967 and l977, 44 settlements (new agri-
cultural and industrial communities) were established on the West Bank 
by the Labor Party then in power. 

Begin's Likud party which came into office in 1977 was ideologically 
committed to integrating the West Bank, Biblical Judea and Samaria, into 
greater Israel. To accomplish this, the Begin government developed a 
series of five-year plans designed to populate the West Bank with 
100,000 Israelis· in over 100 settlements by 1985. In addition, there 
are at present about 70,000 Israelis living in annexed East Jerusalem. 
To accomodate this expanded population, land has been expropriated from 
Arab towns and farms throughout the West Bank. In a ring encircling 
.Jerusalem, ten large scale urban settlements or "satellite cities" are 
being constructed which will eventually be able to house 320,000. The 
economy of these new settlements is integrated with that of Israel, and 
the housing is offered to settlers at very attractive rates. 

Meanwhile, the Arab inhabitants are squeezed into smaller and smaller 
areas. Many feel compelled to leave. This is the purpose of the Begin 
government, and the World Zionist Organization which has stated in its 
Settlement Plan: "The best and most effective way of removing every 
shadow of a doubt about our intentions to hold on to Jedea and Samaria 
forever is by speeding up the settlement momentum in these territories . 
. . . Being cut off by Jewish settlements, the Arab minority population 
will find it difficult to form territorial and political continuity." 

A major fear of peacemakers in Israel who hope for a negotiated peace 
with the Palestinians is that there will be no land left for a terri-
torial compromise, and therefore no incentive for Palestinians to seek 
peace with Israel. 

Though there is no direct us economic aid to help in the building of 
settlements, the $3.2 billion given in annual economic and military aid 
have made it possible for the government of Israel to divert a minimum 
of $150 million a year to build these settlements. 

The peace movement in Israel and a number of American Jewish leaders 
have asked Americans to press for a cessation of these settlements. 
The Central Conference of American Rabbis passed the following resolution 
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in March of ]983~ "While Israel must be the judge of its own security 
needs, these decisions also have a fundamental impact on the moral 
character of Jewish life and on the democratic nature of the Jewish state . 
• . . We support the concept of territorial compromise, including a 
temporary cessation of further settlement activities on the West Bank 
with the goal of encouraging Jordanian and Palestinian participation 
in the peace process." 

It is to support these voices for peace and justice in the Middle 
East and to express our own sense of urgency that we offer this minute. 



PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING 
]983 - Minutes - Att. H 

A Testimony on Social Justice? 
The Case of Central America 

Betty Nute, a Friend from New York with Latin American experience, 
opened our working group by reflecting on the roots of violence and 
huamn suffering in social injustice. We looked at the case of Central 
America, where there is a long history of structural violence in the 
form of unequal land distribution, dire poverty, malnutrition and 
illiteracy, and at the role of the United States government in perpe-
tuating these structures of violence and injustice. We heard from Nacho 
Gonzales and Cesar Martinez, Friends from Mexico City, about the 
difficulties faced by thehundr~asDf thousands of Salvadorans and 
Guatemalans in Mexico. Finally, we heard from Nelson Rodriguez his 
story of why he left El Salvador. Nelson, along with at least 500,000 
other Central Americans have fled their countries and come to the US 
seeking refuge. The US government denies these refugees asylum and 
deports them back to their countries where they face possible death. 
I would like to ask Nelson to share a small part of his story, for I 
think it will do more than anything I can say to share with you all the 
experience of our working group. We know well that our government 
has supported repressive systems and perpetuated violence in Central 
America and elsewhere for decades. 

Our working group felt a responsibility to Nelson and all the people 
of Central America who are suffering because of the current policies 
of our government. We felt compelled by a sense of urgency because at 
this time our government is pursuing strictly military solutions in the 
region and the lives of millions of Central Americans are at stake. 
When asked how far the administration will go militarily our president 
refuses to reply, and when queried about sending troops, he replied 
"Presidents never say never." The crisis has escalated and our group 
felt that a dramatic witness is called for from us as Friends. 

Our group broke into four small groups. Two of them discussed two 
projects to send nonviolent peacemakers to Central America and our 
entire group would like to urge Friends to support these efforts. 
Peace Brigades International is fielding a t~am in Guatemala to protect 
human rights and is attempting to organize ready-response brigades to 
go to conflict areas in the region on short notice. Project Witness 
is forming a permanent Christian witness on the border between Nicaragua 
and Honduras, where there is a conflict perpetuated by the US government 
that threatens to escalate into a wider war; a war that would surely 
take thousands more lives, and perhaps lead to a global confrontation. 
There were Friends in our group who feel called to participate in these 
peace brigades' efforts and ask all of us to search our consciences and 
join with them in these efforts. 

Attached to the minutes of this session there will be information 
about how people can get involved. 

There was also a small group that discussed a Testimony on Social Justice, 
and our entire Working Group has asked the Social Order Committee to 
begin a process that will lead to a statement on Social Justice at 
a future date and develop queries to go to monthly meetings as part 
of that process. Social Order may want to report on that. 

- - -- - -- "·---·---- ------ - - -- - ----- - - - -~ ------ --- - - - -- - - - - - -- --- -- ----- - -- ~-- -- -- - - - - --- -
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Finally, our working group developed a minute on sanctuary for PYM to 
consider. The~e ·was a strong desire for PYM to pass such a minute, as 
there are many monthly meetings who are deeply involved in the sanctuary 
movement. This• minute •is to support and encourage monthly meetings 
in what~ver tney desire to do, and to send to elected officials, inclu-
din,g the President. · 

Resources suggested by Working Group 1-C available to Friends and other; 
interested in the issues and activities discussed in this PYM working . 
group session: 

American Friends Service Committee 
Human Rights Program 
2160 Lake Street 

·san Francisco, California 94121 
· {415) 752-7766 

American Friends Service Committee 
· ·central American Refugee Program 
- ~80 North Fair Oaks· 

·'' Pasaderta, California 91103 
(2i3) 791-1978 

Peace Brigades International 
· c/6 Dan Clark 
Pbst Office Box 1222 
Walla Walla, Washington 99362 

·Project Witness 
c/o David Sweet 
1322 Laurel Street 
Santa Cruz, California 95060 
(408) 458-1210 
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Peace Brigades International In Central America 

International peacekeeping is needed in Central America, and is not sole-
ly the responsibility of governments and military forces. Peace Brigades 
International is committed to the creation of a nonviolent international 
presence ~o help protect the people of Central America from the violence 
which is sestroying them, and to stand by them as they work to create 
legittmate political channels of change. 

In May, 1982, PBI sent its first exploratory mission to Central America. 
An international team visited briefty in Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, 
and El Salvador. The mission focused on border problems between Costa 
Rica and Nicaragua, Nicaragua and Honduras, and refugee ptoblems along 
the Honduran/Salvadoran border, as well as the internal conflict in El 
Salvador. 

On January 22, 1983, PBI placed a second team in the region, to remain 
a minimum of three months there. After spending two months in Mexico, 
Guatemala, El Salvador, Panama, Costa Rica and Honduras visiting con-
flict areas and exploring the need for peacekeeping and peacemaking, 
on March 23, the team was placed in Guat~mala to monitor the first 
month of the government's announcea "political opening". 

PBI has now decided to commit a small international team to serve within 
Guatemala for a full year, and to develop a larger Ready Ri.!sponse Unit 
composed of contingents from various regions, able to be placed in Cen-
tral America for brief periods of peacekeeping or peacemaking activity 
upon short notice (as on the Nicaragua/Honduras border). These inter-
national contingents will be available for short te.Dnassignment through-
out the region during periods of crisis. Members of the unit will be ex-
perienced in nonviolent action, trained in third-party techniques, and 
familiar with Spanish. 

PBI's small in-country teams as in Guatemala, and the larger Ready Res-
ponse Unit may work in cooperation with international organiza~ions, 
governments, or popular groups, serving always in a non-partisan role. 
Their goal will be to contribute to a cessation of violence and to the 
opening up of political and social channels of nonviolent popular ex~ 
pression, which are ess~ntial to the functioning of any democratic so-
cial process. Such a process is the requisite for peace in Central Ame-
rica, which is becoming increasingly critical to global peace. 

Information on PBI' s activities in Central America can be •obtained 
from Daniel Clark, PBI Secretary, P.O. Box 1222, Walla Walla, Wash-
ington, 99362, USA, tel. (509) 522-0399. 
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REPORT ON THREE WORKING GROUPS 

The working group concerned with the peace witness of Pacific Yearly 
Meeting met .under the following query: ''Are we able . to bring a spirit 
of good· will and joyousness to all of our work for peace, knowing 
that ultimately a loving spirit orders the universe? 

The group which met to consider th~ subject, "Beyond the ~~uclear Freeze" 
reported that they were deeply aware of the ~mergency level of the 
crisis, with the escalation of the arms race and the nuclear strike 
possibilities, that Friends need to speak with serenity and decisiveness 
to the crisis. Friends are urged to (1) increase significantly their 
financial contributions to the Friends organizations involved in the 
peace testimony and the political process, those being the Friends 
Committee on National Legislation and the American . Fi:fencii:; servicG Co:mm, 
These actions would constitute a message of empowerment. (2}'10 increase 
significantly the use of individual time and resources in the community 
educational and political process, and the use of time at the Meeting 
level. (3) To devote increasing time and effort to deepening our 
spiritual life to alleviate the fear and anxiety that grip us. 
(4) To bring a spirit of good will and joyousness to all of our work 
for peace, knowing that ultimately a loving Spirit orders the universe. 

The group which met to consider the Peace Tax Fund reported as follows: 
they gave attention to those now resisting; to gainiryg information 
about peace tax funds, to considering the organizational aspects of facil-
itating peace tax funds. They were awa.re of fears of resisting, fears of 
not resisting, of God's will as balanced against our fears. Friends 
are urged to study and become aware of the legal aspects of the peace tax 
fund, to form support groups for r..:li:d.stars supporting rasistodrs. Tl1t~y 
think that the Peace Tax Fund document is a good first step. They 
recommend its presentation to plenary session of Pacific Yearly Meetin9 

They ask; How do we support each other? General ways suggested are: 
knowing the names of local resisters, by networking, Monthly Meeting 
discussions, supporting local resisters, the use of newsletters and 
journals as support. Ways to avoid war tax 
collection are through simple living, cooperative or communal living, 
by the public witness aspect of resisting, by actualizing the ideal comm-
unity by support of each other in real ways. A minute has been presented 
to the Social Order Committee and will be part of its report. 

The group which met to consider U33R - US relations was a knowledgeable 
and lively group which enjoyed sharing experiences from visits to Russia, 
learning and speaking the Russian language, studying the Russian culture 
and its institutions. They agreed upon the lack of mutual understanding, 
the deep need to seek mutual understanding. To that end a minute was 
presented to the social Order o irunittee which will beo me a part of 
its report. 
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The three groups shared an awareness of fears, a sense of helplessness~ 
In deciding how to deal with our fears and helplessness, we have dis-
covered that without God's help, without 9oing more deeply inward, we 
cannot go·forward. As we go forward with awareness of the Eternal at 
work in us· we can go forward with the various means outlined earlier 
in this presentation. We agreed that the working group process has been 
a fine beginning. There may be changes in later years, 
but we value using the process~ 
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Certain members and attenders of Pacific Yearly Meeting, having held thematte:t.of 
war taxes to the Light, are moved to refus~ payment of taxes which would otherwise be 
used for war preparation. Wishing to stand b unity with thos·e members and attenders in 
their efforts to faithfully raaintain Friends' peace testimony, and in recognition and 
support of efforts other groups have made to oppose war taxes, the Pacific Yearly 
Meeting establishes the Pacific Yearly Meeting Peace Tax Fund, which agrees to hold in 
trust upon the following terms and conditions: · 

1) Any member or regular atterid.er of a Mcnthly Meeting of Pacific Yearly Meeting 
who conscientiously objects to participation in war, and who withholds payment of taxes 
to the Federal Government because of conscience, may deposit the money withheld in the 
Pacific Yearly Meeting Peace Tax Fund. The Yearly Meeting intends neither to encourage 
nor discourage such action by the establishment of this Fund, but leaves it to the indi-
vidual conscience of each member or attender. 

2) The money so deposited in this Fund will be placed in a savings account in a 
local bank in the. name of Pacific Yearly Meeting, Trustee, a.nd may be ..rithdrawn on the 
signatures of the two treasurers of Pacific Yearly Meeting. Responsibility for imple-
mentation and administratio~ of the Fund shall rest with the Peace Committee in consul-
tation with the Treasurers. 

3) The income from all such despoits, and the deposits themselves, if and when 
they become completed gifts to the Yearly Meeting as hereinafter provided, shall be 
used by the Yearly Meeting for life-affirminc activities consistent with Friends' 
principles, but none shall be used for the operating budget of the Yearly Meeting. 

4) By depositing money in the Fund, the individual disposes of money withheld 
from taxes in a manner which will preclude personal profit or enrichment from it, 
and will ensure that as far a, possible the money vill be used for peaceful work. 

5) If the government dem~nds thQt the Yearly Meeting surrender money deposited. 
oy an individual, the Yearly Meeting will do so under ~retest. 

6) If, as we hope, the World Peace Tax Fund bill now considered by Congress is 
enacted into law, an individual may request ~he Yearly Meeting to transfer to the 
World Peace Tax Fund the money he or she deposited in the Pacific Yearly Meeting 
Peace Fund to the extent ~ermitted by law. For this purpose, the Fund shall keep ac-
cu:t:ate records by a.mount and dono:..-of all f'-lnds given to it. 

In accordance with the provisions of the PYM Peace Tax Fund set forth above, I deposit 

($ ) 
---:-"".""':"'--:--:----,:,----,---:------,,,....--,------.,.------:--•-,------------- -----------with the Pacific Yearly Meeting of Friends. 

(Signature) 

Depositor's Name (Please Print) 

Address 

(Date) 
Make checks payable to Pacific Yearly 
Meetj_ng of Friends, 'I'rustee, and mail with 
two conies of this form to: -- ·-Approved by PYM: Date 
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7) If the government seizes money from the individual because of non-payment of 
wa.r taxes, that person may be reimbursed from the Fund upon request up to the amount he 
or she has deposited or the amount seized, whichever is less. 

8) Any money which has been on deposit for seven years without the occurrence cf 
(a) its being seized, levied upon or otherwise demanded by the Internal 

Revenue Servi~e, or 
(b) its being returned to the depositor ·1.:0 replace other funds seized or levied 

upon by the Internal Revenue Service, or 
(c) The Meeting having been notified in writing that such a levy or demand is 

impending 
shall become the property of the Pacific Yearly Meeting of Friends as a glft by the ai-::.e; · 
inal depositor. The depositor shall be notified of the completion of the gift at that 
time, by the Treasurer. 

9) The terms of this Trust may be altered or revoked by action taken at a Yearly 
Meeting session which shall be at least sixty (60) days after notice by mail is sent to 
each person from whom a deposit is then held. Within ninety ( 90) days after any deci.sion 
to revoke is final, any money remaining in the Fund which is on deposit will be retiirn~d 
to the depositor. 
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Pacific Yearly Meeting 

REPORT ON DEVET..,OPMENT !'lND SEl'.SONIHC 01:' CO!;cr-·Ns 

8/5/83 

Some of ~-."3 cannot restrain our inpatience, our feeling of urgency, 
so we go to other groups than Quakers with our concerns, e.g. affinity 
gr;:>ups th.:;.i_ n.:c.::; so;·,:-.-:-"'".i:::r:c~ unc!cr ~- 1.~h pressure th~t they can't deliberate 
and season as much 1a they wish, w~,£.r.,3 sometimes important decisions 
have to be made in two minutes with the polL:.:: coming down the· road. 

We prop.,..se i:hat the Di;~oip.line Co:nmittee providC:! a morg detailed 
and specific .outline for the_,qevelopment .. and seasoning of concerns. We 
emphasize development in the ·personal sph:.:rc·,seasoning the group. How 
do we get an enthusia;:;tic r·esponse for a concern from Quakers? 

· ·· Qne;l of us suggested a supplemental pamphlet on these subjects be 
issued by Di;EJcipline . ComI,nit_te~. This concern requires seasoning. 
Con~ern• go -~9-t r.ecessari.ly. follow the path through a,_~_scussioris in the 
proper\ - ' ommittees lea.ding to Mi.mJt.es. Often they c'lre individual matters 
intt>. ,.which a person pours his er her energy and i*-hich members of the 
Meeting may be inyo'lved .in ways that are known only to the Spirit. · · 

SeasQning involves tirae, sometL~es frustrating hair-splitting, but 
Friends need to ba heard, then somet.::.mes they can let go and accept a 
formulation ·different from their o'n. · 

REPORT FROM GROUP ON QUAKER DECISION_MAKING PROCESS with Jean t-•.·1ton · 
as facilitator 

This is·a report of a discussion,. still in process, with a focus on 
handling disagreements in me~tings for business. We aknowledged 
having disagreements and wa ·'had nc f inaJ. conclusions. Ideas _·were 
generated about trust; responsibility; unity oeing a leading from God 
for the corporate body; and conflict being part of a healthy Quaker 
proc~s~. t .· .. ·. · . ·. , in reaching a sense of t!1e meeting are clearness 
c~iti;.ees and threshing sel?is:ic::'ls ,':'l.rn==ad of a meeti:ig for business. . 
Stepping aside is part of the process of ma~:.ng c.. decision, with tha ·t .. 
dissenter maintained in ·'. :: group - uot mowed down. Quaker process 
sometimes requires seasoning, wuitin~1 and holding over. 

Seasoning m1Jst be given the tir.ie it ~- .-~quires, be it simply a 
turning away from the p~rt..:icular issue for a :>:ief period during a 
single meeting for bur:;iness, or :r. ·•.rl:lng the entlre mat ' ---~ over to th~ 
next meeting. The essential thing is that the Divine Will work amo,rig 
us, however we each h9ar that call. WP. ri.eed to hinre the willingness 
to labor together as a cormnuni ty. Thi5 is an •-' ~-anding process, and 
there must be a b-~lance between the tension of time limits and our 
commitment to our Quaker process. Each individual : .. ~eds to be committed 
to the seeking of unity ratheJ".' the.:. :.::he satisfaction of personal ego. 

We need a corporate test:.ng which may be done ln several ways, 
- either spontaneously as Frienc~ respon1 to another's statement, or by a 

request from the clerk fer aur1 reGponse. 

When a person wishes to : tand A.~irle it gives the meeting a dirP.:t 
opportunity for that. co-r:~•.J.t,,t, te!3-t:~.ng, r,:--~ticulr1.rly if there is a~, 
explanation. Thi~ rn:..y itdicat that an isoue ~.:--~a ""~P.rl more seaf?oning. 
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We need to work for a vital unity. How do we do this? In joining --
our Monthly Meeting our responsibilities include support of actions of 
our Meeting. It is the individual Friend's responsibility to parti-
cipate as corporate decisions are made. If we ·are absent from the 
meeting for business we give our trust to those whcpo go,and are still 
responsible for the actions taken. 

REPP~T OF THE SUBGROUP ON THE MEETING. FOR BUSINESS 

~s a :community, we believe we are the hands 6f God in the world. 
We come toget ,her for the corporate experience of finding truth -- God's 
will. 

The· :Meeting is an organic whole, bringing together many diverse 
gifts. ·we each bring our own gift, lay it down in the conunitment to 
find the will of God (not our own preconceived solutions). We give our 
gift to the Meeting, we do not hold on to it ourselves. We stand as 
instruments of grace with all our imperfections. If we fail to move 
forward we have done our best. God's clock is not the same as cur's. . . 

Unity does not mean unanimity, but rather being in unity with the 
will of· God as expressed in the corporate body, the Meeting. Dissent 
is not loss of unity when we trust God, trust each other, and are 
committed to the purpose of the Meeting. 

In considering the question of standing aside, we heard that this -
is a new development among Friends, not an historical tradition. Perhaps 
it has developed in part in response to the cultural period we have 
been·throug~ when we were taught to "do our own thing". The "goc,d · of 
the Meeting" requires that we be faithful to our own light, but ·also 
aware of the corporate unity. 

The process is as important as the product. When there are persons 
who are not in unity with the Meeting, we consider where they are as 
individuals. Recognizing that the light of Christ flows through us as 
channels, and that we do not work f~om a base of our own light, we check 
the channel through which God's light is corning. 

There are problems. New meetings and older meetings alike may 
have difficulties with elites, with learning how to work with ·each 
other. In working together, we don't always see how to continue when 
we have disagreed. We need to turn to larger bodies of Friends --
preparative to monthly meetings, monthly to quarterly, quarterly to 
yearly · --:- for care and assistance. 

We were reri,inded that it is important to come to Meeting for· 
Business for the entire meeting. It is not trivial or peripheral, 
and all parts of it demand our care and attention. 

Both the Meeting for Worship and the Meeting for Business can be 
likened to salt crystals in water. Each is capable of supporting a _ 
number of non-soluble crystals, provided each has a solid base of living 
water. 
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We began our work by examining the meaning of membership. We hen.rd concern 
that we sow the seeds of discord in O'..lr Heetings by failing to a.d:i.ere to 
clear criteria for membership out of unwellingness to say "no". Membership 
is charQcterized by agreement with our corporate search for truth, commit-
m~nt to our Quaker process and corporate worship. We believe God's life 
is the center of our gathering, from this living connection to Christ, all 
tM.ngs take their rightful place. Membership is a process, a movement 
a.long the way. We were.reminded, Jesus .se.id, "I am the.wa.y," .not the end 
of the road. 

Transfer of membership was discussed and there was agreement that it is nat 
automatic. All applications for membership deserve full, loving and de-
tailed attention from the Meeting, we must not deprive applicants of this 
respect for the magnitude of their decision. 

We turned our attention to "Junior Membership." There was a good deal 
of expression suggesting it is a class of membership which seems to satisfy 
parental need, not that of our young people. Some found it a great comfcrt 
as insurance for C. 0. approval for sons (& possibly daughters). The view 
was held by a number that it is inconsistent with our understanding of 
what membership means, that it is functional and must be a commitment made 
by the member-to-be. 

Quakerism is not something that can be taught, it is caught. Our children 
need to participate and experience our Meeting activity and so grow into 
membership. 

Friday, August 5, 1983 

The group heard of practices instituted in some Monthly Meetings dealir.g 
withr.::e;".:bers who have become inactive; one. Meeting releases members earlier 
than Faith and Practice suggests, the other has minuted establishment of 
an "inactive" list. We were reminded that meetings need a functioning 
membership and have a responsibility to stay in touch with members at a 
distance, to visit with those at hand who are not participating 
to express concern and see what obstruction to meeting participation 
exists. Our membership lists need to reflect truth; not nominal member-
ship, but the membership of those involved, interested and caring. 

In the brief time remaining we asked ourselves why our young people fall 
away from the Society. A Young Friend told us we were too intellectual 
and did not feed her emotional needs when she was younger but she never 
terminated membership and has returned. Perhaps we should approach chil-
dren at twelve to join us as a better time rather than at eighteen, when 
young people do not wish to conform and when life is so transient. Generally 
the group were not too disturbed at th~ statistics of our youth's partici-
pation, for we seem to have our young people still in our midst, though 
not as official members of the Society. 
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REPORT OF WORKING GROUP ON SPIRITUAL TESTD'!ONY 

One hundred and twenty-four Friends participated in the 
working session on the spiritual witness of the Society of 
Friends. They met first all together; an introduction called 
to mind the spiritual hunger many are expressing in this time. 
This had been particularly evident in the exp~essions of the 
600 women recently jailed in the Livermore Lab Civil Disobedience 
demonstration. our secular age has relied on human knowledge 
and structured organizations; it now finally finds itself 
almost at the mercy of technological developments, the exten-
sion of that faith in human knowledge. 

Hunger for the spirit, and for the unknown graces of God, 
fills our hearts. We know that hunger is met -- not by any 
system of belief, but by being-with-God. Friends are molded, 
however, by the secular society, and much distracts us from 
turning to meditation, or once turned, from yielding to the 
Presance. 

Friends divided into six groups to share in Quaker dialogue 
fashion their response to the queries, "What delays us from 
turning to meditation?" and "Once turned to worship what 
distracts us from pure centering?" The total group reassembled 
to speak from the silence about what the query had opened for us. 

The second day of the Working Session on Spiritual Witness, 
we met and remained as a Meeting of the Whole. Betsy Dearborn 
had been asked to speak from her own experience about how 
ministry grows among us. She presented to the group a cycle of 
spiritual growth she had found her own life following - "Sarah's 
circle,; - from the 1'Call" - to 1'Commitment" - to "Community," to 
"Reflection" and then again to Call. She told of her own sense of 
caLling rising from a period of grieving. For Betsy the 
spiritual call sometimes comes as a vision, sometimes sound. 
Response, and the support of community has been the path of 
growth. Friends present, speaking from the silence spoke of 
their own experience. Variety IT\arked the outward experience, but 
a deeply moving unity of ex?erience was also evident, and the 
Meeting was deep and inward. A Friend in closing reminded us 
that we must live in the expectation of imminent grace. 

Ellie Foster, Facilitator 

Betsy Dearborn, Resource Person 
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Chico, California 
August 6, 1983 

Dear Friends, 

For those of us in the Junior Yearly Meeting, this year at PYM 
has been very similar to past yearly meetings, but at the same time 
unique. Similar in that we have enjoyed our traditional events like 
captu~e-the-flag and river trips, but unique in that many of us have 
realized that we are growing older. An increasing participation in 
PYM as a whole ::~s cmr:!rgea. some of us have gone to worship-fellowship, 
most of us have worked in the children's program, and all of us have 
enjoyed each other's company. For those of us not comfortable with 
adult worship-fellowship, we organized our own morning discussions 
~ith the help of Jack Hunter. We have also joined with Young Friends 
and Junior High School Friends for a moving and enlightening discussion 
on communication and sex roles. This year, our concern reached beyond 
cuj: fellow Quakers to include the rest of the world. ~-Je tried to express 
this through viewing the videotape, '1What About the Russians?", parti-
cipating in the Hiroshima Day Vigil, and discussing world affairs among 
ouraelves. The older we get the more we realize that our future is in 
ou:.;:-hands. We have tried to learn more about life and Quakerism by 
talking with older and more experienced Friends such as Paul Niebanck, 
Gordon Browne, Ed Morgenroth and Foy Van Dolsen. All of us in Junior 
Friends have memories of Chico and of each other over the past five years, 
and although we will miss this town, we all feel that moving on is in 
harmony with our feelings of growing older. We leave the 1983 Yearly 
i.lceting of the Religious Society of Friends looking forward to La Honda 
a:i1d to our :::u-1:.ures. 

Junior Yearly ~eeting 

Religious Society of Friends 
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To Friends everywhere: 

PACIFIC YEARLY MEET~~~ 
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This yea:r:'s PYM has been a positive experience for 
the Junior High Friends. For many of us, it has been a 
period of extreme emotional growth. One of our primary 
activities has been group worship sharing; which has 
given us an opportunity to freely express ourselves among 
our peers; and has enabled us to open up and share experiences and 
feelings unvoiced in the past •. 

Another worthwhile experience has been "verbal 
creative imagery". This has given us a chance to get in 
touch with ourselves at a meditative level and explore our 

imaginative abilities through creative visualization. 
Massage has been an enjoyable aspect of the junior 

high group. While learning various tech.~iques of foot 
and back massaging, we have become more at ease interacting 

with one another. 
Singing, though it has left us slightly hoarse, has 

greatly increased our feelings of acceptance within the group. 
Also stretching, aside from causing us to experience ex-

cruciating pain, has put us in touch with our bodies, and has 
enabled us to focus upon our respiration and level of relax-
ation. 

Other enjoyable activities have included numerous rounds 
of Capture the Flag, and a river trip; both of which allowed 
us to interact with friends unacquainted with before. 

All in all this year's PYM has been an extremely 
spiritually enlightening, growth stimulating, friendship in-
ducing, emotionally draining experience. 

Junior High Friends 
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EPISTLE OF YOUNG FRIENDS OF PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING 

August 1-6, 1983 
Craig Hall, Chico, California 

Dear Friends Everywhere~ 

This year we are gathered in a spirit of joyous renewal 
and love. Together we are seeking a sense of balance in our 
involvements with the greater Quaker community and in our 
own circle of Young Friends. 

Striving to learn more about Quaker practice, we invited 
Robert Vogel, the Clerk of Pacific Yearly Meeting 1 to share 
with us his insights on meetings for worsnip for business. 
Furthermore, Young Friends presented a panel considering 
the query "How do we practice, particularly in moeting for 
business, the love and trust we hnve as a community?" 

We have a concern for involvement of Young Friends in the 
larger social isses of our times, such as nuclear proliferation 
world peace, and civil disobedience. 

We feel great joy at the news of the confirmation of 
the Young Friends World Gathering, and all feel a great 
desire to establish connections with Y-011nw c'riends around the 
world. In light of this we are establishing a fund to 
provide travel expenses for Young Friends in third-world 
countries to attend this gathering. 

In conclusion, we hope that the joy and great feelings 
of love we feel here mny also pervade your meetings as well 
as the daily lives of people everywhere. 

With love and blessings of peace, 

The Young Friends of Pacific Yearly 
Meeting 

ELIZABETH PERRY, Clerk 

PAUL SCHNEIDER, Asst. Clerk 
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We are ordinary people who gather to celebrate and to wait expectantly. 
Outside, the almond trees of Chico, planted years ago, grow in straight 
rows. Inside, we grow less predictably but with no less grace, seeking 
to know the shape of our roots. Our thirty-seven years have taught us 
to submit willingly to a process turning us to God. our thirty-seven 
years have taught us trust; we have been torn by tigers and slowly 
mended by angels. Song is alive in us, though brokenness abounds. We 
are called to grow large in love. In this we cherish the serenity of 
spirit bequeathed us by Joel and Hannah Bean, our Yearly Meeting foun-
ders. 

We seek to let our lives speak more strongly than words in the effort 
to live out our faith. We set up a Yearly Meeting Peace Tax Fund. We 
created a committee to foster east-west relations. ·we continued to 
write minutes: against further Israeli settlements on the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip, against further development of first-strike and Cruise 
missiles, in support of meetings providing sanctuary to Central American 
refugees, in favor of a visit to the president of the University of 
California to encourage the constructive use of the Livermore and Los 
Alamos laboratories. In addition, we affirmed our progress in respon~-
ing to gender issues. We encouraged the continued u~of our Fund for 
Concerns, begun four years ago, to enable those with leadings for social, 
political, and religious action. 

Gordon Browne outlined to us some of the current challenges in Quakerism. 
11 How does Truth prosper among you?" Our working group structure, exper-
imental this year, invited us to create with new vision. We experienced 
a tension between the onslaught of issues and the need to nurture 
a more deeply grounded response to concerns. 

As we hear of bodies broken in Central America, our spirits embrace 
the victims and oppr~ssors. As we hear of children going on their own 
to meeting for worship in Soweto, we are gathered into a world family, 
grateful for the mystery unfolding among us and for the hands which 
eternally uphold us. 

We send you all our loving greetings a~r. Hm9e. ir.;-
. j 4,-/.ojl ~ ,~~oc 

Robert So Vog 1, Clerk 




