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Clerk’s Call to Pacific Yearly Meeting Annual Session
July 23 to 28, 2021
Love and Justice: Heeding the Spirit’s Power Within and Among Us
“God, who made all, pours out his spirit upon all [people] in the world, in the days of his new covenant,
yea, upon blacks and whites, Moors, and Turks, and Indians, Christians, Jews, and Gentiles, that all with
the spirit of God, might know God and the things of God, and serve and worship him in his spirit and
truth.”
George Fox
“Here we have a prospect of one common interest from which our own is inseparable, that to turn all the
treasure we possess into the channel of universal love becomes the business of our lives.”
John Woolman, “A Plea for the Poor”

As this is being written, we are holding a deep concern for the epidemic of racism―systemic and
overt white supremacy in our country. The COVID 19 epidemic and global climate crisis have
also greatly impacted Friends this year and many in our community have experienced loss,
uncertainty and ongoing grief. And yet we know that these affect Friends in our Yearly Meeting
in markedly different ways. Both COVID 19 and the climate crisis disproportionately affect
Friends in the Black, Indigenous, People of Color (BIPOC) communities. We are called to move
toward love and justice.
The virtual Annual Session 2021 of Pacific Yearly Meeting will be held July 23 to 28. Our
keynote speakers are Avotcja Jiltonilro, a poet, storyteller and multi-instrumentalist from
Strawberry Creek Friends Meeting and Gabriela Portillo Alvarado, a second year college
student at the University of Pennsylvania and a Young Adult Friend from Sacramento Friends
Meeting. These two women will share their poetry and will engage in a dialogue on the theme.
Together we will take the time to connect with the Power of the Spirit within us. The indwelling
Spirit connects us to one another and to all of creation.
This interconnectedness requires us to reevaluate how we relate to one another. The dominant
culture within our country and our Religious Society of Friends of the Truth has centered
whiteness for too long. What acts of love and justice are necessary for us to re-center our Society
to a place of justice, of love, for all? How do we begin to move from entitlement to humbly
giving our energy to a different way of being? How do we grow our abilities to cherish one
another and develop a culture of dignity within our Yearly Meeting and beyond? Ongoing
learning, truth telling, and willingness to repair are needed to break the bonds of racism. Each of
us can see a portion of Light, but we need all of us to see the way forward, guided by Spirit.
You are invited to the Pay as Led online Annual Session of Pacific Yearly Meeting July 23 to 28,
2021 from wherever you are tending your heart. When registration is open you will be able to
choose which activities are right for you. Together at Annual Session we will seek the guidance
of the Divine Spirit in worship, in learning, and in rejoicing together.
Sandy Kewman
Presiding clerk
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Annual Session 2021 Schedule
Friday
7/23/2021

Saturday
7/24/2021

Sunday
7/25/2021

Monday
7/26/2021

Tuesday
7/27/2021

Wednesday
7/28/2021

Meeting for Worship

Meeting for Worship

Break

Break
Closing Plenary VI

8:30 AM - 10:00 AM

Meeting for Worship

Meeting for Worship

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Break
Keynote
Plenary II

Break

Meeting for Worship
(Praying in Color
with children included at 9:30)
Break

Plenary III

Plenary IV

Plenary V

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

Lunch break
/Affinity Groups
/Book Discussion

Lunch break
/Affinity Groups
/Book Discussion

Lunch break
/Affinity Groups
/Author Talk

Lunch break
/Affinity Groups
/Author Talk

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

Bible Study
/Worship-Sharing

Bible Study
/Worship-Sharing

Early Friends Writings
/Worship-Sharing

Early Friends Writings
/Worship-Sharing

2:30 PM - 3:00 PM

Break

Break

Break

Break

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Interest Groups

Possible
Discernment Time

Possible
Discernment Time

4:30 PM - 4:45 PM

Break

Break

Break

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM

4:45 PM - 5:00 PM
5:00 PM - 5:30 PM

Parents Meeting for
Children's Program

5:30 PM - 6:15PM
6:15 PM - 7:00 PM

Meeting for
Memorials

Open Committee
Meetings

Open Committee
Meetings

Dinner break
/AuthorTalk
/Debriefing Sacred Space

Dinner break
/AuthorTalk
/Debriefing Sacred Space

Dinner break /Debriefing Sacred Space

Bedtime Stories for
All Ages

Meeting for Monthly
Meeting Reps
Dinner break
/Book Discussion
/Debriefing Sacred Space

7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

Welcoming & Worship
Plenary I

Games

Interest Groups

Interest Groups

Interest Groups

8:30 PM - 10:00 PM

Intergenerational
Music until 9:15pm /
Visiting Opportunities

Worship-Sharing
/Affinity Groups

Worship-Sharing
/Affinity Groups

Worship-Sharing
/Affinity Groups

Worship-Sharing
/Affinity Groups
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Pacific Yearly Meeting Annual Session 2021

Interest Groups

Saturday 24 July 3:00-4:30 pm
Sponsored by

Title

Presiding Clerk

Further Exploration with the Keynote Speakers

Facilitator(s)

Keynote Speakers Gabriela Portillo Alvarado,
raised in Sacramento Friends Meeting, and
Avotcja Jiltonilro of Strawberry Creek Friends
Meeting, with Sandy Kewman, Presiding Clerk
Join the Keynote Speakers in conversation with our Presiding Clerk about this year's theme Love and Justice: Heeding the Spirit's Power Within and
Among Us.
Unity with Nature Committee
Braiding Sweetgrass: Stories of Gratitude,
Keith Runyan and Joseph Cotham, members of
Reciprocity and Love
the Unity with Nature Committee
This is the first of a series of 3 Interest Groups contemplating a different Parable featured in the book Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom,
Scientific Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants by Anishnabekwe Ecologist Dr. Robin Wall Kimmerer. Theme 1: Letting Go, Being Forgiven, Being
Held, Being Loved, Knowing the Gift. Friends are welcome to attend any or all of the 3 sessions.
Racial Justice Subcommittee
Three Stepping Stones into Sacred Space: Ouch,
Members of the Racial Justice Subcommittee
Oops and Whoa
The Racial Justice Subcommittee (RJSC) of PacYM Ministry Committee offers Friends this opportunity to explore a process to help us address
unconscious microaggressions and implicit bias in Meetings and in our lives by deepening into sacred space. What was the genesis of this process
and how can it enliven our Meetings? How can Ouch, Oops and Whoa be used by our Meetings to inform the Spirit's agenda?
Peace & Social Order Committee
Graciela Martinez Tribute: Quaker work in the
Daniel O'Connell, Executive Director of the
San Joaquin Valley
Central Valley Partnership with a TBD member
of Visalia Friends Meeting
Graciela Martinez (1945-2020), a member of Visalia Friends Meeting, served on PacYM's P&SO committee. She was a fierce and passionate social
justice advocate, particularly for farmworkers, through AFSC's Proyecto Campesino which she led & directed for years. This tribute looks at her work
within the broader constellation of Quaker activism for racial justice & economic equity in the San Joaquin Valley. Graciela's legacy continues today.
Friends Committee on National Legislation
Quaker Advocacy: Where do we go from here?
Diane Randall, FCNL General Secretary, and
Stephen Donahoe, FCNL Director of
Development
Diane Randall, the first woman to lead the Friends Committee on National Legislation, will share reflections on her spiritual journey as head of FCNL
for a decade. Named as gender champion on nuclear policy and faith leader to watch, Diane will share from her experience leading Quaker
advocacy organization through unprecedented times. Dialoguing with Stephen Donahoe, Diane will share her views on future of FCNL and Religious
Society of Friends.

7/15/2021
PacYM-2021-07-AS.Advance Packet - p. 4

Pacific Yearly Meeting Annual Session 2021

Interest Groups

Sunday 25 July 7:00-8:30 pm
Sponsored by

Title

Faith and Practice Revision Committee

Vitality of the Spirit in our Experience of Zoom

Facilitator(s)

Margaret Mossman, Jim Anderson and Diego
Navarro, members of the Faith and Practice
Revision Committee
Meetings are employing Zoom in our worship gatherings. For some this has been a frustration, but others have found an enrichment. We will
explore how Zoom has enriched our Meetings, how it has helped create deeper connections and sensing the vulnerabilities of Spirit. How has the
Spirit been amplified and augmented by Zoom? We will also explore the implications for membership of participation in Meeting of geographically
distant Friends.
Unity with Nature Committee
Braiding Sweetgrass: Stories of Gratitude,
Keith Runyan and Joseph Cotham, members of
Reciprocity and Love
the Unity with Nature Committee
This is the second of a series of 3 Interest Groups contemplating a different Parable featured in the book Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom,
Scientific Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants by Anishnabekwe Ecologist Dr. Robin Wall Kimmerer. Theme 2: A Grammar of Animacy in the
Beloved Community. Friends are welcome to attend any or all of the 3 sessions.
Eldering Subcommittee of the Ministry
How Eldering can Nurture the Life of Your
Mica Estrada, Elaine Emily and Gordon Bishop,
Committee
Meeting
members of the Eldering Subcommittee
The early practice of eldering among Friends involved a laying down of ego to be in service to the ministry growing in another or among a
community of Friends. In this spirit of humbleness, Eldering has grown at annual sessions and is starting to emerge more consciously in our
meetings. To learn more about the role Eldering is playing (and can play) in nurturing the spirit of your Meetings, please join us for this interest
group.
Peace & Social Order Committee
Encountering the Homeless in Incarnational
Joe and Cara Pfeiffer, Pastors, Friends
Witness
Community Church, Midway City
Joe and Cara Pfeiffer share their experiences bearing witness to the humanity and dignity of poor and marginalized persons in local communities by
recognizing and loving them as neighbors in both inner city Long Beach, California (where homelessness and poverty are generally acknowledged),
as well as in suburban Orange County (where homelessness and poverty have tended to be suppressed).
Latin American Concerns Committee
Sacramento Dreamers Program / Casa de los
Patricia Portillo, Director of the Dreamers
Amigos
Program and Bart Czyz, Casa de los Amigos
Board Member
The Undocumented Student Program of Sacramento Meeting remains relevant with 10 current scholarship students. Join us to hear experiences of
our Dreamers and how our efforts help them reach their dreams. Control of Casa de los Amigos in Mexico City was unjustly taken by non-Quakers
in 2019. Nearly all Casa's allies have suspended their support. This Interest Group will share the Board's progress and open a space for the
questions, connections, and spiritual support that made last year's Interest Group a tremendous help.
7/15/2021
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Pacific Yearly Meeting Annual Session 2021

Interest Groups

Monday 26 July 7:00-8:30 pm
Sponsored by

Title

Facilitator(s)

Youth Programs Coordinating Committee

The Joy of Movement in Nature:
Nate Secrest and Kiernan Colby, members of
Intergenerational Bike Ride & Worship Sharing
the Youth Programs Coordinating Committee
Take a break from Zoom and experience the joy of movement in nature on your bike when you are able. Take a picture of what you experience.
Then join us in all ages worship sharing on what experienced and share your photo if you like.
Unity with Nature Committee
Braiding Sweetgrass: Stories of Gratitude,
Keith Runyan and Joseph Cotham, members of
Reciprocity and Love
the Unity with Nature Committee
This is the third of a series of 3 Interest Groups contemplating a different Parable featured in the book Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom,
Scientific Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants by Anishnabekwe Ecologist Dr. Robin Wall Kimmerer. Theme 3: All Things that were will Come
Again - Rekindling the Seventh Fire among Friends. Friends are welcome to attend any or all of the 3 sessions.
Indigenous Concerns Subcommittee of the
Toward Reparations & Justice for Indigenous
TBD panelists from 3-4 Monthly Meetings in
Ministry Committee
Peoples & Communities: Some Steps PacYM
PacYM, with members of the Indigenous
Meetings are Taking
Concerns Subcommittee Sophie Wood Brinker,
Lisa Hubbell and Alyssa Nelson
Panel, Q&A, networking, visioning. A summary of our survey of meetings is on our PacYM webpage along with resources. We inform and support
PacYM to uncover the history and ongoing impacts of colonization in and on both Indigenous and Quaker communities, to increase awareness of
Indigenous Peoples' struggles and joys both within and outside Quaker communities, and to seek equitable and just partnerships among Indigenous
and non-Indigenous Peoples.
Communications Committee and Western
Connecting Friends All Year Long
Mary Klein, Western Friend Editor, and
Friend
members of the Communications Committee
PacYM's Annual Sessions provide a joyous, once-a-year connection among Friends in the Pacific region, but it has always been challenging for
PacYM-ers to remain connected throughout the year. Come hear and help shape visions for strengthening the year-round PacYM community. Learn
about innovations in Western Friend's online presence and the PacYM communications database and directory, then share/hear/explore these and
other visions of ways to use technology to keep Friends informed and connected.
Peace & Social Order Committee
Race & Immigration
Betty Guthrie, Member of Orange County Friends
Meeting and DOJ Accredited Representative
(Catholic Charities of Orange County)
Who belongs in this country? Who counts as “white?” Who counts as “American?” We will explore these questions as we consider the history of
immigration in the U.S. and the contemporary laws and practices governing how we decide who should be given the legal right to live within our
borders
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Pacific Yearly Meeting Annual Session 2021

Interest Groups

Tuesday 27 July 7:00-8:30 pm
Sponsored by

Title

Facilitator(s)

Faith and Practice Revision Committee

Use of Faith & Practice in our Lives and in our
Jim Anderson, Ray Rischpater, members of the
Meetings
Faith and Practice Revision Committee
Our Faith and Practice represents a periodic statement of how we order our Quaker lives We all have a part in the evolution of this text, and one
contribution is sharing how it is a part of our meeting and personal life. As our committee examines the need for revising the text in both print and
through rolling revisions, we'd like to hear how you and your meeting use it.
American Friends Service Committee
Community & Safety Beyond Policing
Matthew Leber and Lucy Duncan, AFSC staff
We want everyone in our communities to feel safe and be treated with the dignity and respect we all deserve. But how can we make that happen?
If you are interested in holding your own community conversation on how we can create safe, healthy communities without law enforcement, this
online training is for you. We will provide you with tools, talking points based on research, and small group sessions to practice skills.
Ministry Committee
Mystics and Mediators
TBD members of Ministry Committee
We sit and wait for mystical experiences—hearing the divine voice or having a vision or just having a sense of the need to get up and speak a truth
in meeting for worship. But how does that happen, and how can we grow that side of ourselves? Does it have to be a bolt out of the blue? Does it
have to be as clear as a bell? There are many paths to having mystical experiences. Come and share your experiences and maybe try something
new. If there's interest, we may set up some ongoing sessions for further exploration.
Latin America Concerns Committee
Empowering through Education in El Salvador &
Robert Broz and Miguel Costop,
Guatemala
Program Directors of the El Salvador Projects
and Guatemala Friends Scholarship Program
Join PAFM-El Salvador Projects field director Robert Broz as he talks about El Salvador and his work in El Salvador. We will also hear from some of
the University students sponsored by Palo Alto Friends Meeting programs. Then hear how Progresa is bringing hope, justice and development in
Guatemala. Miguel Costop, executive director, and some of our Progresa students will share their stories, dreams and endeavors for a better
Guatemala.
Children's Program Committee
Two-on-Two Sharing
Molly Bishop, member of the Children's
Program Committee and Redwood Forest
(Note that this group will meet from 7:00 to 7:45)
Friends Meeting
Two on Two Sharing is an opportunity to reach over generations and talk in small groups. Adults will be paired with children. After introductions,
groups of four will go to break-out rooms to play an ice-breaking game and discuss open-ended questions about our lives, or simply have an
unstructured conversation. After 25 minutes of sharing in the foursome, we will get back to the large group to report back about how it went.
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Sacred Space Witnessing during Pacifc Yearly Meeting’s (YM) Plenaries,
Annual Session 2021
Developed by Racial Justice Subcommittee in consultation with Ministry Committee
Purpose: to stop harm from racial microaggressions or implicit biases
How: raise awareness of racial microaggressions or implicit biases when they occur
Who are the Witnesses: Racial Justice Subcommittee (RJSC) members
Process at Annual Session:
1. 20 minutes: At the 1st (welcoming) Plenary on Friday night, RJSC presents the
purpose and concept of sacred space witnessing, framing the process around the
Johari Window and the 3 stepping stones into sacred space (ouch, oops, whoa).
Explain the process to be used in the Annual Session Plenaries.
2. At each plenary:
a. 10 minutes: At the beginning of each plenary, re-introduce the purpose and
process of sacred space witnessing.
b. Sacred Space Witnessing Process:
i. How it works:
1. When a RJSC member witnesses a racial microaggression or
implicit bias, he/she interrupts the plenary by saying “ouch, oops,
or whoa”.
2. If any other Friend experiences or becomes aware of a racial
microaggression or implicit bias, we encourage them to attend the
Sacred Space Debriefing at the end of each day (this invitation will
be included in the introduction and the end of each Plenary).
ii. The YM clerk then ask Friends to pause, take a breath, and reflect on
what just happened and how they are feeling in their bodies.
iii. From the silence, the RJSC witness will take time to explain what caused
the “ouch, oops or whoa”, addressing both intent and impact.
iv. YM Clerk will resume the plenary session when the witness is finished.
v. When the Plenary is paused for us to become aware of a racial
microaggression or implicit bias, the plenary’s minute will simply state
that “the body labored with the ouch, oops, and whoa process and
deepened into sacred space”.
c. At the end of the plenary, the Clerk will remind the body that from 6:15p to 7pm
each evening there is a time set aside for all Friends to gather to reflect on that
day’s sacred space witnessing experiences.
3. Each day during the annual session, each day, from 6:15PM-7PM, there will be a
designated space for all Friends to gather and reflect on sacred space witnessed
that day.
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Children’s Program Committee
Report to Annual Session 2021
SUMMARY
The 2021 Annual Session Children’s Program has focused on designing activities that involve all
generations and that appeal to families during this unique 2020 - 2021 year.
The July 23 - 28 annual session week features intergenerational music, story time, worship, and
sharing conversations. Following this official annual session week, several small-group field trips
are offered, enthusiastically coordinated by Mary Miche, this year’s CPC administrative program
coordinator. These field trips, occurring in both northern and southern California, are for families
with children (each field trip with two leaders, protections that follow state and county COVID-19
guidelines, possible books for children to take home, etc.). All this is detailed much more on the
Pacific Yearly Meeting website page “Children in Yearly Meeting,” at
https://www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/youth/children/ .
These events are being carried out by many dedicated committee members, volunteers and other
leaders, the PacYM Youth Programs Coordinator, and a Children’s Program lead/administrative
coordinator. Besides a great deal of work designing and carrying out the various activities, CPC
tasks have included multiple administrative items and email, postal mail, and phone outreach to
families. To carry out some of this, the committee began meeting monthly in the fall of 2020; in
early spring 2021, meetings increased to biweekly; and in the month prior to annual session, some
meetings occurred weekly.
Thus, the Annual Session Children's Program continues to be a very major, multi-faceted
undertaking that also is the source of excitement and joy. We also encourage our monthly Meetings
to examine how we welcome young families into our fellowship.
The Children’s Program Committee consists of Molly Bishop, Redwood Forest; Vivian Carlson,
Honolulu; Sandy Farley, Palo Alto; Keenan Lorenzato (ex officio), Davis; Mary Miche (ex officio),
Lake County; and Rhea Farley, Strawberry Creek, and Suellen Lowry, Humboldt (co-clerks).
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Communications Committee
Report to Annual Session 2021
SUMMARY PacYM’s Communications Committee has continued to nourish the work involved in
setting up the PacYM communications database and to develop policies and procedures for its use.
We are requesting a budget of $13,510. This does not include the $1,500 that is left in the database
project reserve account which we are still expecting to use in the coming year. We also bring
forward for a second reading a set of policies that would guide the use of the communications
database and derivative files.
Dearly Beloved Friends,
Our year began and ended with two wonderful retreats: the first one virtual, where we got to know
each other and affirmed that our primary leading was to further the work of implementing the
communications database, and the second one in-person, where we celebrated where we had been
led and named each other’s spiritual gifts. The overall scope, and labor necessary for this project to
succeed has been intimidating at times. We have felt challenged to work consistently and diligently
while not losing the guidance of spirit. Searching thousands of cells for an accidental comma put
into an email address has proved to be a more challenging meditation than expected. Nevertheless
we persist to hold queries of what is the right way forward rather than what is efficient. We were
saddened by the unexpected mid-year departure of one of our members after a conflict.
We divided our work into three workgroups with one monthly Zoom call each, in addition to our
monthly full committee meeting:
● “Data In,” responsible for reaching out to monthly meetings and getting data (Friends’
contact, membership, and role information) into the communications database
● “Data Out,” responsible for developing and documenting the policies and procedures for
how the data would be used
● “Miscellaneous,” responsible for posting documents to the website, hiring the IT
administrator, implementing G Suite and role based emails, and scanning past Annual
Session documents.
Data In group:
As of the time of this report, “Data In” has reached out to all 35 PacYM monthly meetings and
invited them to participate in the communications directory project. Fourteen meetings have over
70% of their members included, including eight that have over 90% entered. Two meetings
declined to participate. We have encountered some resistance as we have reached out to Meetings
about the database project. There seems to be some lack of unity in the larger body about the value
of being directly connected as members of a Yearly Meeting, and that is reflected in some of the low
participation rates. We have been assisted in our work by Christina Forst and Emma Bishop and
are grateful for their help, and have used some of our budgeted funds for help with the work of
data entry and cleaning. We have also been documenting our procedures in a directory handbook,
so that we retain institutional memory.
Data Out group:
The Data Out group has been working to establish processes and procedures for utilizing the
information held in the database. This has involved two foci - one being the creation of directories
themselves as outputs from the database, and another being the email distribution lists that will
allow those serving on committees or interested in topical groups to interact with each other via
email.
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Communications Committee
Report to Annual Session 2021
Directories
Information will be drawn from the database in spreadsheet (Excel) format. We’re currently testing
how to get the data from there into a Word template that would be a more traditionally formatted
directory document. These would then be posted for access on the PacYM website, on a passwordprotected page. More information about how this information is being protected is available in the
policies being presented (see below).
Distribution Lists
We are currently investigating the best tool to use for email distribution lists for committees and
interest groups. Under development is a method of updating such listservs via automatic emails
from Salesforce, which would keep group membership up to date. Using Salesforce itself for email
list management is not practical, as one has to be signed into Salesforce to use that function, and
there is no plan to widely distribute access to Salesforce. While early functional tests have proved
promising for this method, we still need to decide on a specific listserv tool to use.
Miscellaneous group:
We have identified and contracted with an IT administrator who begins on July 1. We continue to
make incremental improvements to the website and recently completed a comprehensive
“staleness survey” which brought many pages up to date. We also installed a “Translate” button,
which can provide automatic translation of any page into Spanish. We are continuing to roll out
new role-based email accounts to more PacYM committee clerks and officers, so look for them on
the “Contact Us” page of the website: https://www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/contact-us.
Draft Policies
The Committee presented four policies for first reading at RepCom 2021:
1. Entering Data on Behalf of Another
2. Information Included in the Salesforce Database
3. Access to Directories Derived from the Salesforce Database
4. Transmission of Directories Derived from the Salesforce Database
We held a lunchtime meeting at RepCom 2021 and solicited feedback. Based on the feedback and
our ongoing discernment, we made small changes to the language to make it clearer. We are
bringing the revised versions (see below) and ask for approval.
Our budget includes funding for implementing our communication directory-database, website
maintenance/upgrades, an information technology consultant and an in-person committee retreat.
Members of our committee include: Lawrence Alderson, Andrea Harman, Allison Kirkegaard,
George Mills, and Kate Watkins (Clerk). Sharon Gates (Assistant to the Clerk), Jan Tappan
(Historian/Archivist), the IT Administrator, and Keenan Lorenzato (Youth Programs Coordinator)
serve ex officio on the committee. DJ Bloom (Statistical Clerk) and Emma Bishop have been
participating in the work of the committee; we are grateful for their service.
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Communications Committee
Report to Annual Session 2021

Policies for second reading: (approved by ComCom 5-29-21)
1. Entering Data on Behalf of Another
Being united that Spirit is leading us to develop a comprehensive communications database for the
whole yearly meeting (see Minute RC 2020-11), Communications Committee believes that faithfulness
to this leading requires each Friend within the Yearly Meeting to participate fully in the database unless
that Friend is specifically led otherwise. We both expect full participation from most Friends and support
Friends for whom issues of safety mean that they are led to not participate.
When a member of a Monthly Meeting does not provide their information for the database, whether
because they have been led not to or because they are unable to input their information themselves,
the Communications Committee, guided by spirit and in consultation with the directory manager of the
Friend’s Monthly Meeting, may enter into the database limited information about them from other
sources (e.g., monthly meeting directories):
● Full name
● Primary Monthly Meeting
● Membership status
● Email address (if applicable)
● Phone number (if applicable)
This information will be classified as “Do Not Publish” in the database, meaning that it will not be visible
in any directories and only individuals with direct access to the database (a small number of Friends who
serve in certain Yearly Meeting roles and who have undergone training to use the database) will be able
to see and use the individual’s contact information.

2. Information Included in the Salesforce Database
The PacYM Communications Committee, which is responsible for the PacYM Salesforce database, is
committed both to simplicity and to providing PacYM officers, committees, and representatives with the
information they need to carry out their ministry. As of February 2021, the committee has discerned
that the database will store the following information:
● full name*
● year of birth
● pronouns
● racial/ethnic identities
● mailing address
● phone number*
● email address*
● Monthly Meeting or Worship Group*
● membership status*
● roles served in Monthly Meeting
● Do not publish/Do not email/Do not call as separate fields

*designated as required fields
The committee will request that Friends with children (under 18) in their care provide the following
information for each child:
Page 3 of 4
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Communications Committee
Report to Annual Session 2021
●
●
●
●

full name
month and year of birth
primary monthly meeting or worship group
name of parent/guardian

Additionally, asks that Friends who sometimes bring children (e.g., grandchildren, children of another
Friend) to Quaker gatherings indicate this.
The committee also has clarity on keeping records of current and past committee service for the Yearly
Meeting committees, and positions.

3. Access to Directories Derived from the Salesforce Database
Direct access to the Salesforce database will be limited to as few Friends as feasible, and these Friends
will be required to undergo Salesforce training before being given access.
Any member or attender of a monthly meeting or worship group within Pacific Yearly Meeting, and any
Friend serving on a Pacific Yearly Meeting committee, may view and download the current PacYM
directory as a pdf from a password-protected section of the website. The pdf will also be password
protected.
Quaker organizations, Friends from other yearly meetings, and individuals with a need to contact
Quakers (e.g., a researcher of Quaker history) may contact the PacYM Communications Committee to
request directories. Communications Committee will then consider whether the request is in accordance
with the paired goals of striving to trust that of God in every person and respecting the privacy needs of
each person whose information is published in the directory.

4. Transmission of Directories Derived from the Salesforce Database
Friends are expected to practice respectful stewardship of other Friends’ personal information.
Accordingly, Friends may not send directories by email. A Friend who wishes to share a directory with
another Friend within Pacific Yearly Meeting may:
● instruct them how to download a copy from the PacYM website, or
● print a copy and share it in person or by postal mail.
Friends should not share directories outside of PacYM. If someone outside PacYM needs access to a
directory, they should contact the Communications Committee
(communicationsclerk@pacificyearlymeeting.org).
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Discipline Committee
Report to Annual Session 2021
SUMMARY
1. Committee discernment as to the purpose of the committee.
2. Work on revising the section on Death and Dying.
3. Interest group development.
4. Arrangements with Western Friend to make available copies of the 2001 Faith and Practice
via print-on-demand.
REPORT
Greetings from the Discipline Committee of Pacific Yearly Meeting.
Since RepCom, our committee has wrestled with our charge and charter. In consulting minutes
from PYM’s annual sessions, there is no formal record of our becoming a “Revision Committee”,
although in recent years the name has informally changed, leading to the understanding of some
that we are actively revising Faith and Practice rather than simply tracking what things should be
updated and proposing occasional “rolling updates” to the PYM web site. After discernment as to
our current charter and an examination of PYM minutes, the committee asks the body to spend the
next year in discernment as to whether there is unity in charging the committee with the
responsibility of revising Faith and Practice, and if so, to augment the committee with the additional
members needed to do the work and so charge us at the 2022 Annual Session.
In the meantime, we have been working on several areas. Our work on changes for the web site to
the section on Death and Dying are nearing completion after your timely comments on early drafts.
We anticipate publishing this later this summer or in the early fall. Following that, we will turn our
attention to a backlog of smaller items that have been brought to our attention, including small
revisions to Web site pages on our relationship with Quaker organizations, the transfer of
membership section, and other items. The committee is also led to begin making notes as to ways
that we could improve the introductory section of Faith and Practice.
We anticipate other input from you, both at this annual session and throughout the year. We are
hosting an interest group to hear how you and your meetings use Faith and Practice, and to better
understand what you see are the strengths and limitations of both the text and its current formats.
We are also holding an interest group on “The Vitality of the Spirit in Our Experiences of Zoom”,
exploring in what ways Zoom has enriched our Meetings as well as the implications for
membership of participation in Meeting of geographically distant Friends. This discussion will help
inform our thinking as to what online meeting for worship may mean to meeting life, including
membership, service to meetings, and the care of our members and attenders. Planning for this
interest group has taken a significant portion of our time; we expect that with your participation it
is well worth our effort.
Finally, it has been brought to our attention that the inventory of printed copies of the existing Faith
and Practice has dwindled, and with the approval of PYM’s clerk we have entered into an
agreement with Western Friend to enable us to continue to make available copies for sale on the
Western Friend website for both individual and bulk purchase via the print-on-demand printer
they currently use for other publications.
We hold all of you in the light.
The committee consists of James Anderson, Margaret Mossman, Diego Navarro, Patricia Portillo, Jan
Tappan (ex officio), Sarah Tyrell, Ray Rischpater & Sue Scott, co-clerks.
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Eldering Subcommittee
Report to Annual Session, 2021
The words of Douglas Steere offer a poetic but not inaccurate description of the work of eldering:
To "listen" another's soul into a condition of disclosure and discovery may be almost the
greatest service that any human being ever performs for another. But in this scrutiny of the
business of listening, is that all that has emerged? Is it blasphemous to suggest that over the
shoulder of the human listener, there is never absent the silent presence of the Eternal
Listener, the living God? For in penetrating to what is involved in listening, do we not
disclose the thinness of the filament that separates a person listening openly to one another,
and that of God intently listening to each soul?
~ from GLEANINGS by Douglas V. Steere
The Eldering Subcommittee of the Ministry Committee of Pacific Yearly Meeting is now five years
old and this past year saw significant growth and promise in the work of the committee. Beyond a
core group who have been with the committee since, or close to, its inception, several new
members were added. The request from Friends for “an elder” has increased considerably during
the life of the subcommittee and has informed our leading to build greater eldering capacity in our
yearly meeting. There is still growing to be done, but this year has felt particularly rewarding in
many ways; as though the subcommittee has come of age.
Several notables:
The pandemic gave us many opportunities to experience and acknowledge the power of eldering
from great distances, online. We have found that love and Light have no bounds!
At the request of monthly meetings, we were able to offer eldering workshops to three meetings,
San Francisco, Grass Valley and Santa Cruz. Each of these workshops was 90 minutes, held after
Meeting and on zoom. All of the workshops were well attended, with participants fully engaged, and
the feedback being positive. We feel led to do more and are letting monthly meetings know we are
offering workshops in the coming year.
Also on zoom, we had our annual retreat and explored ways to strengthen eldering in our PYM
community and explored ways to support the work of Ministry, the Clerk and others. As we grow,
questions about how to serve the work of the Yearly Meeting in faithfulness call us to meet for an
extended annual retreat, to discern our path forward as a committee in service to the ministry of
PYM. Although we missed being with each other for our retreat, and eating M&M Peanuts together,
we found that the intimacy and spiritual nurturing we experienced in our in-person retreats was
not missing in our virtual gathering. We do hope to have an in-person retreat this coming year, with
M&Ms!
Echoing the call of Micah 6:8, “Do justice, love (mercy) kindness and walk humbly with our God”,
Clerk Sandy Kewman posed this question in her call to the body “What acts of love and justice are
necessary for us to re-center our Society to a place of justice, of love, for all?” We in the Eldering
Subcommittee are noticing that the practice of eldering rests on the intention to provide a centering
presence of love to others. The act of eldering midwifes ministry into our community of Friends and
world. How our actions and hearts are most faithful to this call is a question we are considering
deeply in this coming year. What does feel clear is this: We are called to love and we are called to
truth in equal measure. Acting on this in our practice and supporting this in the body is what we
understand to be the work of, the practice of, eldering.
Elaine Emily, Valerie Nuttman, Chamba Cooke, Paul Harris, Gordon Bishop, Dinah Bachrach, Nancy
Wilkinson, Mica Estrada and Dorothy Henderson (Co-Clerks)
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Finance Committee
Report to Annual Session 2021
SUMMARY
Your Finance Committee monitors and evaluates the revenues and expenditures involved in the
operating our Yearly Meeting. We remain in solid financial condition.
The only action items to be considered at Annual Session this year are the adoption of PacYM's
General Operations Budget for FY 2021-22 and the associated suggested per-member
contributions.
Overview of the Finance Committee's work:
The Finance Committee prepares two budgets for Pacific Yearly Meeting. The Annual Session
Budget is prepared in advance of Representative Committee for its approval, and the General
Operations Budget for Pacific Yearly Meeting is prepared in advance of Annual Session for its
approval. It is up to the Yearly Meeting or its Representative Committee to discern what the
expenditures within those budgets should be. Finance Committee manages our funds and arranges
to meet our obligations. The committee sometimes offers advice on how to handle some situations
where financial experience seems needed.
General Operations Budget for Fiscal Year 2021-22 and
Suggested Per-Member Contributions
This budget was prepared knowing that we will be acting with uncertainty as to when and to what
degree in-person meetings within and outside the Yearly Meeting will resume in the course of the
fiscal year. This leaves corresponding uncertainty as to how much we will need to spend. The draft
budget is meant to incorporate the possibility that such activities, and the associated expenses,
could fully resume at any time. For that reason, most budgeted expenditures are based on full
operation as in prior years.
Further, due to the COVID-19 crisis and reduced operational costs, we will have a surplus for the
2020-21 fiscal year. The draft budget proposes that the suggested per-member contributions for
the coming fiscal year remain the same as in 2020-21. This results in a shortfall in revenue for
2021-22 which would be offset by the surplus for the current year.
For the Youth Programs section of the budget, the amounts are those requested by the Youth
Programs Coordinating Committee.
Line item 5264 - Support for FGC reflects a contribution of $1.50 per PacYM member.
As part of this budget proposal, we suggest the following requested per-member contributions for
FY 2021-22 (these are unchanged from last year):
US Mainland Meetings
$98 per member
Hawaii Meetings
$40 per member
Mexico City Meeting
$24 per member
Review of Financial Processes
The Committee agreed to engage Emma Castanedo, CPA, to provide consultative services for the
purpose of reviewing our financial procedures and processes. She worked with the current
treasurer, Roy Allen, and her recent report will be reviewed at a future Finance Committee meeting.
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Finance Committee
Report to Annual Session 2021
501(c)(3) Group Determination Letter Status
Since June of 2020, the IRS has not accepted applications from 501(c)(3) organizations for Group
Exemptions (which extend a parent organization's tax-exempt status to its subordinate
organizations), pending an update to the procedures for such applications. Our treasurer is
monitoring the situation and will submit that letter when it becomes possible to do so. If any
constituent monthly meetings of PacYM want to be included, they must inform the treasurer in
writing. If your meeting has already done this, our Treasurer has a record of that and your meeting
will be included when the application is submitted.
Investments with Friends Fiduciary
PacYM holds three investment accounts with Friends Fiduciary: invested general reserves, invested
session reserves, and the Bob Vogel Endowment. All three accounts had been invested in the Quaker
Green Fund in order to avoid any investments in the fossil fuel industry. Fortunately, Friends
Fiduciary has eliminated all investments in fossil fuels across all their funds. They closed the Quaker
Green Fund and converted our investments to the Quaker Growth and Income Fund, which will
result in lower fees and a higher annual payout rate for PacYM. A page has been added to the
Treasurer's report that summarizes our investments with Friends Fiduciary.
Cost Estimate for Paid Administrative Support Position
As PacYM considers the idea of hiring a paid administrative support person, the Finance Committee
was asked to estimate the cost of such a position. Using some preliminary assumptions, we
estimated the annual cost for a half-time position at about $30,000. We discussed the possibility of
funding a two-year trial position using unspent reserves and determined this would be fiscally
feasible if the yearly meeting decides to pursue such an option.
The Finance Committee consists of Robert Levering (Santa Cruz), Sherri Sisson (Orange County),
Doug Smith (Reno), Sarah Bottom (La Jolla), Roy Allen (Berkeley) (Treasurer, ex officio), DJ Bloom
(Appleseed) (Statistical Clerk, ex officio), Martha Hunkins (Humboldt) (Clerk).
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Pacific Yearly Meeting -

Worksheet for Budget Planning

General Operations Budget Planning
FY 2020

General Operations Budget vs. Actual

Budget
REVENUE
4100 — Miscellaneous Contributions to PYM
4101 — Contributions from Member Meetings
4102 — Miscellaneous Income
4104 — Interest Income
TOTAL REVENUE

4,000
142,814
0
146,814

Requested contribution per member
(US mainland, Hawaii, México City)
EXPENSES
GENERAL EXPENSES
5202 — Clerk's Travel & Discretionary R2713
5203 — Expenses of Officers R2715
5204 — Website Operation & Support
5204.1 - Directory Database Support
5206 — Young Friends PYM Attendance Assistance
5207 — Equipment Purchase R2722
5208 — Travel - RepCom & Ann. Sess.
5208.1 - RepCom Support
5209 — Young Friends Officers' Expense
5210 — Audit Account R2723
5212 — Latin America Concerns Outreach R2749
5213 — PYM Attendance Assistance Fund (M&O)
5214 — Holding Corporation Expenses
5215 — Western Friend
5216 — Misc. Operating Expenses
SUBTOTAL GENERAL EXPENSES
COMMITTEE EXPENSES
5221 — Ad Hoc Committees
5222 — Children's Program
5224 — Fath and Practice Revision
5225 — Finance
5227 — Junior Yearly Meeting
5228 — Ministry & Oversight
5229 — Nominating
5230 — Peace & Social Order
5235 — Unity with Nature
5237 — Committee Supplemental Expense R2714
5238 — Latin American Concerns
5239 — Communications
SUBTOTAL COMMITTEE EXPENSES

1,814
135,838
100
153
137,906

500
1,100
3,160

FY 2022

Budget

Proposed
Budget

2,000
112,646

2,000
110,468

100
114,746

100
112,568

$98, $40, $24

$98, $40, $24

879
287
738

500
750
5,000
6,510

500
750
6,000
6,510

4,615

14,000
1,000

14,000
1,000

500
11,000
20
12,500
200
51,980

500
0
20
12,500
200
41,980
50
300
900
1,600
3,000
5,000
2,000
800
500
1,000
360
1,000
16,510
500
250
500
500
500
500
500
500
1,761
500
6,011

$122, $52, $30

2,000
14,000
100
500
9,000
20
12,500
200
43,080

20
12,500
19,038

50
300
900
2,500
3,000
5,000
2,000
800
500
1,300
360
12,351
29,061

67
4
11,343
18,133

50
300
900
1,600
3,000
5,000
2,000
800
500
1,000
360
1,000
16,510

500
250
500
500
500
500
500
500
500
500
4,750

500
250
500
500
500
500
500
(1,500)
500
500
2,750

500
250
500
500
500
500
500
500
1,815
500
6,065

SUPPORT OF FRIENDS ORGANIZATIONS
5251 — Friends Committee on National Legislation
5256 — William Penn House (c/o FCNL)
5252 — Friends Committee on Legislation of California
5254 — FWCC
5255 — Quaker United Nations Office NY
5260 — AFSC
5261 — Friends House Moscow Support Ass'n
5262 —Casa de los Amigos
5264 — Friends General Conference
5266 — Quaker Earthcare Witness
SUBTOTAL SUPPORT OF FRIENDS ORGS.

7/7/21

Actual

FY 2021

509
2,500
385
1,335
1,571
420
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Pacific Yearly Meeting -

Worksheet for Budget Planning

General Operations Budget Planning
FY 2020

General Operations Budget vs. Actual

Budget
CONFERENCE TRAVEL/PYM DELEGATES
5271 — Western Friend Board R2748 (3)
5275 — AFSC (2)
5277 — FCNL & William Penn House (2)
5278 — FGC Central Committee R2744 (1)
5279 — FWCC, Section of the Americas R2743 (2)
5280 — Friends United Mtg. (Triennial) R2745 (1)
5281 — Gen. Reunion of Friends Mexico R2746 (1)
5283 — Evangelical Friends Church Southwest (1)
5286 — Quaker Earthcare Witness (2737) (2)
5287 — FWCC World Plenary R2747
5288 — Young Friends Travel R2742 (see 6181)
5289 — Friends Peace Team Board (1)
SUBTOTAL CONFERENCE TRAVEL/PYM DEL.
YOUTH PROGRAMS
6105 — Youth Program Supervisory Committee
6110 — Personnel Costs
6140 — Insurance
6150 — Professional Development
6160 — Office
6170 — Events
6181 — Contribution to Vogel Youth Projects Fund
6190 — Administration & Travel
SUBTOTAL YOUTH PROGRAMS
TOTAL EXPENSES
TRANSFER TO (FROM) GENERAL RESERVES

7/7/21

1,500
1,200
3,400
1,000
1,500
400
500
250
1,700
800
500
750
13,500

Actual
250

FY 2021

FY 2022

Budget

Proposed
Budget

6,744

1,500
1,200
3,400
3,200
1,500
400
500
250
1,700
800
500
750
15,700

750
14,200

1,500
77,603
610
600
2,700

605
58,419
610
12
2,260

1,500
71,187
610
800
2,700

1,500
72,264
610
600
2,700

7,550
90,563

950
62,856

7,500
84,297

500
6,600
84,774

180,954

109,521

174,552

163,475

(34,140)

26,686

(59,806)

1,380
1,012
311
717
1,700
800
574

1,500
1,200
2,400
3,200
1,500
400
500
250
1,700
800

-50,907
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Friends of Color Subcommittee
Report to Annual Session 2021
SUMMARY
We are grateful to have the opportunity to work together and support the community. We wish to
continue doing this service so that Friends of Color have spaces to branch out and thrive, hold space
to heal and find solidarity among others with similar experiences, and to open the way for change
through love.
REPORT
The Friends of Color Subcommittee was formed following the 2020 Annual Session to address needs
and concerns of Friends of Color. This is the report of our first year.
We are a Subcommittee with five members. We started out as Friends and have now become a family.
Our Elder is Black African American, three other Friends grew up speaking Spanish as their first
language and hail from three separate Latin American countries, and one is Arab American. We all
share one very important thing in common: we believe fervently in our need to gather in a space for
Friends of Color that is free from racism that we have faced in our white-dominant Society of Friends,
and foster our spiritual growth and health.
The mission of our Subcommittee is clearly set forth in our Job Description: to provide meaningful
brave space for fellowship and worship for Friends of Color. We met initially as a subcommittee twice
a month and then once a month as the year progressed. We planned and hosted one Open House and
one Worship Sharing for Friends of Color every month. These were well attended all year. In the
spring we began planning for Annual Session, and for our very first Pre-Annual Session Retreat,
which we hope becomes a yearly event.
We five came to volunteer for so many different and beautiful spiritual reasons and we want to share
them briefly here.
One Friend thought of themself as inexperienced and first volunteered to be supportive, yet with
time, they became more invested spiritually and emotionally, and more committed to being a
meaningful and vulnerable loving Subcommittee member. They appreciate feeling safe in the spaces
we have fostered, and not having to worry about, or be burdened by, the limited freedom currently
experienced by Friends of Color in white-dominant spaces.
Another Friend shows their love by doing things for others. The Subcommittee has been a joy because
organizing events and spaces for Friends of Color feel like very specific, tangible gifts for our beloved
community. It has been a long journey, and it’s wonderful to look back on how far we have come.
They look forward to setting up our work as something that will continue onward and are very
grateful to have the opportunity to serve together.
Another Friend was excited to serve because of their experience at the Annual Session and how it
didn’t address the needs of Friends of Color. In the past they have loved being an ear for Friends and
helping make things happen for them, so they feel honored and blessed to be a part of the
Subcommittee. It hasn’t been perfect but it’s been very effective. The seed we have planted has grown
up and is almost too big for its pot. It’s exciting to think about providing even more space to branch
out and thrive.
One Friend came to this Subcommittee after difficult interactions with dominant Friends that left
them wondering if their experiences were similar to the unequal treatment faced by Friends of Color
in the US. They acknowledge that being from another country means their experience is not exactly
the same as that of Friends from the US. So they prefer to think of their role as "holding space." They
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Friends of Color Subcommittee
Report to Annual Session 2021
know we will struggle in the beginning to work through many difficulties, but hopefully that will save
other Friends in the future from pain, and they feel well suited to fulfill that service.
And finally, our other Friend came ready to fight for change, only to fall in love with their new Family.
They volunteered to take bold action and better the experience of Friends of Color, and found instead
an opportunity for healing themself. The smiles and voices were medicine for a hurting heart, and
friendships became family. Now they look forward to meetings because they calm down and feel
more like a whole being connected by the wonder of spirit. They look forward to the spirit opening
way for change through love and thoughtful action.
We appreciate the support this Subcommittee has received in its first year, and look forward to
continuing the work of building community, fellowship, and spiritual growth for Friends of Color.
The Subcommittee consists of Susy Cervantes, Nathan Moon, Daniel Lean-Moctezuma, Marlene Coach
(co-clerk), Bertha Peña (co-clerk)
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Historian/Archivist
Report to Annual Session 2021
Since Whittier College, where Pacific Yearly Meeting archives are located, was closed this year,
George Mills, Secretariat Clerk, and I worked with Christina Mecklenburg to fill in Pacific Yearly
meeting minutes. The collection our Pacific Yearly Meeting minutes on file at Friends Historical
Library at Swarthmore College in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, has been updated, and is available for
public viewing. The minutes have also been digitized and are available on the Pacific Yearly Meeting
website. When Whittier College reopens, any minutes missing from our records there will be filed,
and we will digitize any minutes currently missing from the website.
There is a resurgence of interest in our historical records among Monthly and Quarterly Meetings,
and in the coming year, I plan to continue to consult with other Monthly and Quarterly Meeting
archivists to develop a revision of the Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice guidelines.
Jan Tappan Historian Archivist.

Page 1 of 1
PacYM-2021-07-AS.Advance Packet - p. 22

Pacific Yearly Meeting
Indigenous Concerns Subcommittee of Ministry Committee
Report to Annual Session 2021
SUMMARY
1. ACTION FOR MEETINGS, PacYM COMMITTEES, AND RELATED QUAKER ORGS IN OUR REGION: Those
who haven’t yet designated someone to fill out our survey are still welcome to do so. We have
moved the survey deadline to July 31st. Thanks to those who have already submitted responses!
Further information is on the Indigenous Concerns page on the PacYM website.
2. ACTION FOR INDIVIDUALS, REPS, MEETINGS: Friends interested in being on the subcommittee, or
who have recommendations for our subcommittee membership, please contact us and we will
forward that information to Ministry Committee (or contact Ministry directly). We extend a special
invitation to Indigenous Friends who are interested in serving on the subcommittee or as an
advisor or accountability partner. Currently none of the subcommittee members is Indigenous.
3. ACTION FOR REPS: Please share with meetings how Friends can join the Friends for Right
Relationship listserv that is under the care of Decolonizing Quakers (see details on our web page
on the PacYM website).
4. ACTION FOR MEETINGS: Please consider minuting and sharing your support for the forthcoming
bill in the U.S. Congress that will propose a Truth & Healing Commission on the abuses and legacy of
forced boarding schooling/assimilation of Indigenous children between the 1860s and 1970s. Be on
the lookout for an upcoming communication about this from Ruth Flower of Decolonizing Quakers.
CONTACT: Our email is IndigenousConcernsClerk [at] PacificYearlyMeeting [dot] org
Interest Group at AS: Monday, July 26th, 7:00-8:30pm: We are hosting a panel, discussion,
networking, and visioning on the topic of “Toward Reparations and Justice for Indigenous
Peoples and Communities: Some Steps PacYM Meetings are Taking.” The panelists are slated to
share about meetings’ actions on Indigenous issues, including land acknowledgement, voluntary
land tax / honor tax, environmental justice, and legislative advocacy.
About the subcommittee: Please see our report to RepCom 2021 for details about the initial
formation of this subcommittee earlier this year, including how it differs from and complements the
Racial Justice Subcommittee. Since RepCom, the subcommittee name has changed from “Indigenous
Peoples Concerns” to “Indigenous Concerns.” We intend to inspire “right relationships,” and we are
paying attention to the ways that non-Indigenous Quakers are sometimes unconsciously
unwelcoming to Indigenous Friends. We want to be clear that there are Indigenous Friends in
PacYM and among Friends in general, and also that the makeup of the subcommittee does not
currently include any Indigenous Friends. We have received some expressions of interest via our
survey. Please see action item 2 (above) about how to nominate oneself or others for the
subcommittee.
We reiterate these stated purposes from our draft job description:
● Inform and support the Pacific Yearly Meeting community as it seeks to uncover the history
and ongoing impacts of colonization in and on both Indigenous and Quaker communities,
● Increase awareness of Indigenous Peoples’ struggles and joys both within and outside
Quaker communities,
● Seek equitable and just partnership among Indigenous and non-Indigenous Peoples.
Activities, Collaborations, and Gratitude: We are in the midst of conducting a survey to learn what
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Indigenous Concerns Subcommittee of Ministry Committee
Report to Annual Session 2021
meetings, YM committees, and local Quaker organizations are doing on these topics. The next
section has summary of what we’ve learned so far.
We are grateful that PacYM’s Unity with Nature committee included our subcommittee as a cosponsor in initiating the Braiding Sweetgrass Worship Group, an opportunity for Friends to
engage with the book Braiding Sweetgrass by Indigenous Anishinaabekwe ecologist Robin Wall
Kimmerer and queries about our relationships with one another and with the more-than-human
world.
We give big thanks to Communications Committee, especially George Mills and the late Sharon
Gates, for helping get our new subcommittee started with an official PacYM email address, a page
and post on the website, drive space in PacYM’s Google Suite, and help sending out our introduction
and survey.
Our web page on the PacYM site provides some resources, links, and examples of actions that
meetings and organizations can take. We will be updating it with examples from across the YM with
the intention of fostering a sharing network and linking with other sources for wider information.
Survey of Meetings, YM Committees, and Organizations: A preliminary look: Thank you to the 14
Friends who have submitted responses to our survey thus far: 1 PacYM committee, and 13
responses from a total of 10 local meetings (3 from CPQM, 5 from SCQM, 1 from HI -- two meetings
had more than one respondent). So far, all respondents have indicated they know the names of the
Indigenous people(s) in their area(s): Kumeyaay, Tongva, Gabrielino, Kizh, Patwin People of the
Wintun Nation, Amah Mutsun, Mechoopa, Hawaiian, Chochenyo, Muwekma, Ohlone, Northern
Chumash, Ramaytush/Ohlone, Wiyot.
We are leaving the survey open through the end of July to allow for others to participate; you can
access it via our page on PacificYearlyMeeting.org. We will be sharing about what we’ve learned so
far during our Interest Group at AS (see below) and eventually on our web page. Below are some
preliminary observations based on the responses so far.
The survey asks what issues or actions their meeting/committee/organization has addressed or
participated in. While a few selected “We have never discussed these issues at all” and “We’re just
getting started”, so far most respondents have indicated yes to one or more of the following:
● Addressing particular needs/concerns of Indigenous Friends in your meeting
● Building relationships with local Indigenous Peoples
● Participating in Indigenous-led social or environmental movements
● Participating in Indigenous-led cultural activities or celebrations
● Learning histories and/or contemporary cultures of Indigenous Peoples in your area
● Land acknowledgements
● Voluntary Land Tax / Honor Tax / Ancestral Reciprocity Fund
● History of forced boarding schools for Indigenous children (including any Quaker
involvement)
● Truth & Healing today on legacy of forced boarding school era
● Doctrine of Discovery - history/legacy
● Interfaith Truth & Healing/Reconciliation with Indigenous communities
● Quaker Truth & Healing/Reconciliation (within and among QUAKERS and Indigenous
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Indigenous Concerns Subcommittee of Ministry Committee
Report to Annual Session 2021
●
●

communities)
Advocacy on behalf of missing and murdered Indigenous
women/womxn/girls/people/relatives
Participated in:
○ Braiding Sweetgrass Online Worship Group
○ Workshops for your meeting on Indigenous issues
○ Spring Youth Service Learning Camp at Quaker Oaks Farm, in partnership with the
Wukchumni Tribe and PacYM Youth Programs
○ Quaker-related organizations addressing Indigenous issues (such as
DecolonizingQuakers.org, Toward Right Relationship with Native Peoples, AFSC,
FCNL....)

So far, no response has indicated that their meeting/committee/organization is addressing:
● Rematriation/repatriation of cultural objects in possession of the meeting
● Rematriation of land / LandBack
● Formal Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery
● Governmental Truth & Healing/Reconciliation with Indigenous communities
Excerpts of some actions added so far by respondents:
● “Formed Racial Justice Working Group to address issues including Indigenous
communities.”
● “Several of our members were at the conference on Indigenous peoples held at …
Swarthmore a few years ago.”
● “Helped facilitate an Interracial Marriage Retreat”
● “Members of the Working Group have sought out Pendle Hill webinars and other resources
to inform our Working Group and as a basis for future Meeting action.”
● “Befriended and discussed Indigenous issues with Paula Palmer in Boulder. She is a
delightful and wise listener!”
● “Honor tax sent to Wiyot tribe which they are using for some social activities such as elder
meals”
● “[Our meeting’s] Power, Privilege, and Race Subcommittee is leading a reading/study group
on Braiding Sweetgrass; and the Meeting's new Community Sharing Fund included a local
intertribal Indigenous organization among fund recipients but without any formal
connection with or outreach to the organization or to any local Indigenous Tribe/Nation.
We are also seasoning a minute relating to the Indian [sic] Boarding Schools, particularly
those established by Quakers.”
● “I forwarded the Subcommittee report to both our very active Adult Education Committee
and the Peace and Social Action committees, asking them to consider holding workshops
and other education about these issues.”
● “We worked very hard to get to land acknowledgment. There is interest but not much follow
through.”
In addition to asking about actions, we asked for any questions, requests for support, resource
suggestions, and general comments. We will compile and share once we close the survey. We look
forward to hearing from more PacYM committees, meetings, worship groups, and related Quaker
organizations in our region.
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The subcommittee consists of (as appointed by Ministry Committee):
● Sophie Wood Brinker (unaffiliated), Lisa Hubbell (Co-Convenor; unaffiliated), Alyssa Nelson
(Co-Convenor; Davis)
● Ex-officio Liaisons from Ministry: Jim Summers (La Jolla) & Gail Eastwood (Humboldt)
● Resigned since RepCom; acknowledged with thanks for her contributions: Rebekah Sophia (La
Jolla)
● Coming on after Annual Session: Barbara Babin (Redwood Forest), and other Friends TBD who
have contacted us or been suggested and who are being considered by Ministry Committee,
which makes the decisions on its subcommittees’ memberships.
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SUMMARY
In 1997, PYM Annual Session established a standing Latin America Concerns Committee to gather
and disseminate information to Pacific and other Yearly Meetings regarding Friends groups and
service projects in Latin America with special attention to Casa de los Amigos in Mexico City, El
Salvador Project and Guatemala Friends Scholarship Program (Progresa). The intention is to
support rather than replace spirit-led projects already supported by Monthly Meetings, Worship
Groups and individual Friends. In 2017, the Undocumented Student Program of Sacramento
Meeting became the fourth project in LACC.
Interest Groups sponsored by LACC at Annual Session 2021
Sunday, 7/25, 7:00-8:30pm – Sacramento Dreamers and CASA
Tuesday, 7/27, 7:00-8:30pm – El Salvador and Guatemala
Casa de Los Amigos
Casa de los Amigos is a Quaker Center for Peace and International Understanding in Mexico City,
and the oldest peace and social justice organization in Mexico. Since 1956, the Casa has offered aid
and shelter to the migrant, refugee, scholar and traveler; provided a space for the local Quaker
Meeting; and supported countless social movements and organizations.
At this time all programs at the Casa are temporarily suspended as the organization resolves an
institutional crisis. In 2018 and 2019 the outgoing executive director falsified board documents to
name himself the board president and form a new board, excluding over half of the board members
(including local Friends and former volunteers) without their awareness. The group then hired a
new director with no experience with Friends or Quaker work and has, since then, occupied the
premises.
Over the past year the Board of the Casa has made important steps forward to returning the assets
and administration of the organization to its rightful stewards. During that time, the support of
Friends has been indispensable. The Board encourages supporters to connect and to learn more by
attending our interest group at PYM’s annual sessions, emailing us at
asamblea@casadelosamigos.org.mx, or visiting our website: www.casadelosamigos.org.mx
Palo Alto Friends Meeting “El Salvador Projects”
Our programs were founded by Carmen Broz in 1989, the same year the El Salvador Projects
Committee at Palo Alto Friends Meeting was formed to support Carmen in her leadings as a
Released Friend. The programs have always worked in the rural communities of El Salvador and
from their founding work in health, early child development, nutrition and education progressed
over time to what is now our University Scholarship Program. This facet of the work started in
1999 and with 4 rural communities. In 2021 we provide support to 24 university students, oversee
a coed student house in San Salvador and continue to provide small support to the school and
community of El Bario in rural Suchitoto. Their studies include medicine, social work, agronomy,
education, law, psychology, engineering, and more. Like the rest of the world our programs adapted
to Covid-19, quarantine, school closures and virtual classrooms. We just reopened our coed student
house in the city but only 8 of our current 22 residents are using it, this number will increase as
students return to regular classrooms in the second semester. With a huge change politically at all
levels, our students continue to adapt, waiting to see if a brighter future for El Salvador becomes a
reality or if things continue as in the past.
To learn more about the El Salvador Projects:
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•
•
•

Download our June Newsletter at: www.pafmelsalvadorprojects.org/project-news-letters
Visit our website https://www.pafmelsalvadorprojects.org
Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pafmelsalprojects/

Guatemala Friends Scholarship Program-Progresa
Progresa was founded in 1973 to provide rural Mayans opportunity through education. We are a
non-profit in Guatemala and under the care of Redwood Forest Meeting in California. In addition to
providing scholarships, we train future leaders, promote community development, and most
importantly, provide the means for our students to stay in Guatemala and maintain family and
cultural connections. In 2021, we are providing 93 scholarships to students who represent 15
different linguistic groups. Their studies include medicine, nursing, social work, agronomy,
education, math and physics, law, psychology, engineering, and more. Through an intense schedule
of video conferences, we have been able to address the challenges of the pandemic, hurricanes,
flooding, and subsistence farming in the time of climate change in support of our students. Look at
our website to learn about Teaching English Experience-- which is usually held in Guatemala, but
last year was virtual. It is a great way to meet our students.
•
•
•
•

Visit our website www.guatemalafriends.org
Video telling the Progresa story by Chances For Children (a family foundation that supports
educational programs): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o6pSIgdjm30
One of our students, Alonzo Aguilar Raymundo: https://youtu.be/giK7qsLsn7A
Link to Spring Update 2021: http://www.guatemalafriends.org/latest-news

Undocumented Student Program of Sacramento Meeting
The Undocumented Student Scholarship Project was founded in 2011 to provide renewable $1,000
annual scholarships to undergraduate and graduate students at Sacramento State University. Since
we began this project, we have provided support to 40 students. Most of the graduates are working
in their area of study, such as engineering, business, psychology, and education. As part of our
outreach, we hold meeting and an annual dinner for students. We get to know them a little better
and help them with other needs whenever possible. In 2021 we had five returning and five new
scholarship recipients. Nine were undergraduate and one was finishing a master's degree in
counseling. We are grateful for the support that we get from various monthly meetings through
Pacific Yearly Meeting, as well as from individuals. The students and their families recognize our
efforts and often express their gratitude.
The Latin American Concerns Committee consists of:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2022 Linda Rowell, Chico (2015) Co-Clerk
2021 Paty Constantino, Mexico City (2020)
2023 Sergei Agalzoff, Orange Grove (2020)
Appointed by Casa de los Amigos- Rogelio Bellamy Roque, Mexico City (2020)
Appointed by El Salvador Projects - Hulda Muaka, Palo Alto (2019)
Appointed by Guatemala Scholarship - Donna Smith, Redwood Forest (2014) Co-Clerk
Appointed by Undocumented Student - Patricia Portillo, Sacramento (2020)
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SUMMARY
Like many others, Ministry Committee members have had personal losses this year, and have
generally felt the weight of the state of the world. Given low available energy, we've had to really
focus our work on what we are most called to. How has Spirit been moving among us? What is
rising up as most important?
We bring to annual session a proposal for an administrative position (attached).
Report
We continue our work on nurturing community. Two new subcommittees rose up from the body
and we are working to support them: Friends of Color Subcommittee, and Indigenous Concerns
Subcommittee.We are excited to see how these subcommittees develop and hope that we can be of
service to them, as these are quite clearly corporate leadings. We continue support and
appreciation of the work of the Racial Justice Subcommittee. The work of these three
subcommittees is foundational to Pacific Yearly Meeting’s intention to become an anti-racist faith
organization, an upwelling of Spirit and Love among us.
We also recognized the importance of coming together as a larger group, to worship and to be in
the presence of Spirit. We hosted an online Meeting for Worship on the eve of the inauguration, and
an online Meeting for Grieving.
The opportunity for such larger online gatherings grew out of the challenges of the pandemic time.
We are able to gather in the Spirit on Zoom because we had a great need to gather. As a result of the
need, multitudes of Friends everywhere became competant Zoom users, creating unsuspected new
opportunities, new pathways for Spirit to move in. Barriers of geography no longer exist in the
same way. This development has allowed the Ministry Committee and other yearly meeting
committees to serve the monthly meetings and their members and attenders more fully year-round
with workshops, worship groups and called meetings. As we write, Ministry Committee is helping
with the planning of a second online annual gathering. And yet there are losses that come with the
opportunity—people who don’t or can’t connect online, and the loss of everything we all get from
actual physical presence with one another, the many informal interactions that deepen our
relationships. How different might our committee’s year have been if we’d had our usual weekend
in-person meetings?
And of course we work to maintain connections with distant Meetings and with those that do not
fall within a quarterly meeting. The opportunites of the pandemic year have enriched us with an
increased presence in our online midst of distant Friends.
We continue to search for better ways to accomplish the work of the Yearly Meeting. We have been
considering what are the essential tasks, and what are the things that if we could dream bigger we
would like to see happen. Are we being called to do less? Or to do things differently from how they
have been done in the past? We bring to annual session a proposal for an administrative position
(attached). We hope that what emerges from the consideration of this proposal will serve the
monthly meetings, the members and attenders, and the yearly meeting committees in ways that
free over-burdened volunteers to focus on what Spirit is calling us to do.
The Committee consists of James Summers, Shan Cretin, Rolene Walker, Jorge Morales, Jay Cash,
Eric Sabelman, Valerie Nuttmann (co-clerk), and Gail Eastwood (co-clerk).
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Attachment to Ministry Committee Report:
Proposal to Hire a Part-time Administrative Assistant
Ministry Committee recommends that Pacific Yearly Meeting hire an administrative assistant to
further the work of the Yearly Meeting for an experimental period. This would be a half-time paid
position with benefits, funded for two years from the hiring date.
This position would relieve the burden on overloaded volunteers. It would foster better
communication and stronger connections throughout the yearly meeting. It would enable the work
of our committees.
This position can be paid for without raising Meeting contributions by drawing upon unspent travel
funds remaining on the books from the last year.
Given uncertainties associated with the Covid-19 pandemic, the Committee recommends that
decisions about extending the position and future be addressed at the end of those two years when
the experiment is evaluated, more public health information is available, and Friends have a better
idea of how they will be meeting.
Ministry recommends the decisions about hiring process, supervision, budgeting be delegated to
the Presiding Clerk and the Ministry Committee, in consultation with the Treasurer, Finance
Committee, and the Youth Programs Coordinating Committee (YPCC).
Process
After early discussions with the Clerk and systematic attempts to foster conversation at the
Monthly Meeting level, Ministry Committee and the Clerk brought the proposal to the Yearly
Meeting at Annual Sessions 2020, followed by a Threshing Meeting before Representative
Committee the following spring. The issue was discussed at Representative Committee, and
Ministry Committee was charged with bringing an updated proposal back to Annual Sessions 2021.
This is the requested proposal, developed in consultation with the Presiding Clerk, Assistant to the
Clerk, Incoming Presiding Clerk, the Treasurer and the Clerk of Finance Committee.
Background Considerations
The Need for Assistance:
Volunteer resources available to Pacific Yearly Meeting are decreasing as the needs are
increasing.
For the last five years, the responsibilities of the Clerk have grown, and the Assistant to the
Clerk has become a hub of communication and organization for our community. The role
has grown beyond what one volunteer can reasonably manage.
The Youth Programs Coordinating team has experienced an increased need for
communications and administrative support so they can keep the focus on the youth of our
community.
Decreased Volunteer Help:
It is common for Nominating Committee to have difficulty in filling positions.
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Our community is aging and shrinking. Illness and death take their toll. We can no longer
rely on women working at home, retirees with good pensions and academics or farmers
with seasonal down times. The stressed economy has narrowed the options further as
Friends work long hours or multiple jobs. Increased need for technical expertise limits the
ability of some to volunteer in critical positions. We often work those who do volunteer
until they are weary and burnt out.
Simplicity:
The essence of the simplicity testimony is to order our lives so that we have room to hear
and heed the voice of Spirit. We believe that this position will help yearly and monthly
meetings to support work that we’ve clearly been called to: childrens programs and youth
programs, racial justice concerns, greater inclusion of far-flung meetings and members—
and more.
Pacific Yearly Meeting has undoubtedly grown more complex in its operations over the last
few years.. Operating as a Yearly Meeting between the annual in-person gatherings has
increased the need for communication structures, some electronic—requiring such things
as up-to-date directories, useful and accessible websites, organization and publicity for
regional gatherings, registration for events, and coordinating calls between officers and
committee clerks. Being unable to meet in person has emphasized these needs. Meanwhile
Zoom has made it simple for meetings and yearly meeting committees to share workshops
on clerking, racial justice, eldering, Unity With Nature’s Braiding Sweetgrass worship
group—with more possibilities in the works. In other words, the “more complex” structures
we’ve adopted are making it simpler for people to offer and participate in these parts of our
work.
Precedents
We are not alone in facing this problem. Ministry Committee and the Clerk surveyed many other
Yearly Meetings and Quaker organizations finding that many Yearly Meetings hire administrative
help. Canada Yearly Meeting has both a full time General Secretary and an office manager. North
Pacific Yearly Meeting pays for several part time administrative roles. Intermountain Yearly
Meeting is going through a discernment process similar to ours, for similar reasons.
Expenses
The cost of a 20 hour/week position is projected by Finance Committee to be about $30,000/year,
consisting of a $20,800 salary plus benefits.
The Treasurer and Clerk of Finance Committee agree that Yearly Meeting has enough cash on hand
to fully fund this proposal for two years from unspent travel funds. The money has been transferred
to reserves. It appears likely that holding fewer in-person committee meetings due to increased
use of Zoom even after Covid restrictions are lifted, will continue to produce savings to the Yearly
Meeting. This paid position can be paid for without increasing Monthly Meeting contributions.
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The Job
A paid administrative assistant would be expected to do such tasks as:
1. Manage PacYM Zoom accounts
a. Set up Zoom meetings on behalf of Officers and Committees
b. Maintain publicly-available calendar of PacYM Zoom meetings (title only, no Zoom
links)
c. Post and maintain the process for requesting a Zoom meeting on the PacYM website
2. Manage the database (this task may change when the online database is implemented, possibly
becoming the responsibility of an independent database manager)
a. Maintain a database with the name & email address of all Officers, Committee Clerks,
Representative & Delegates to outside organizations, Monthly Meeting Clerks, and MM
Reps to PacYM
b. Periodically send emails to MM Clerks & MM Reps to verify that they are still serving in
that role.
c. Update Officers, Committee Clerks, Representative & Delegates to outside organizations
after a new slate is approved at Annual Session and throughout the year as changes to
slate are approved.
3. Support Coordinating Team Calls
a. Send out an email to all Officers, Committee Clerks, and Representative & Delegates to
outside organizations after new Nominating slate is approved at Annual Session with
description of Coordinating Teams and list of who is on which team.
b. Create & send Doodle polls to schedule Coordinating team meetings.
c. Send agenda & Zoom link to each Coordinating Team member in advance of each
meeting.
d. Take notes during meetings. Once Presiding Clerk has approved the notes, distribute the
notes document to the Coordinating Team.
4. Support Representative Committee
a. Identify location for in-person RepCom meetings.
b. Create the RepCom Registration form and post on the website.
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c. Draft and send the Call to Representative Committee in December. Include link to the
registration form and the deadline for reports (usually 2 weeks before the start of
RepCom).
d. Post the template for Reports to Representative Committee on the PacYM website.
e. Receive reports and work with submitters to address any problems with the reports.
f.

Work with the website editors to get the reports posted.

g. Attend RepCom and be available to assist the Presiding Clerk as needed.
h. Publicize deadline for reports to Annual Session at RepCom.
5. Support Annual Session
a. Email the Call to Annual Session to Officers, Committee Clerks, Reps & Delegates, and
MM Reps as soon as the Presiding Clerk has it ready.
b. Work with the Presiding Clerk to create a draft AS schedule in collaboration with the
Assistant to the clerk
c. Publicize the deadline for reports and post the template for Reports to Annual Session
on the PacYM website.
d. Send out a “Registration is Open” email when Friends can begin registering for AS.
e. Receive reports and work with submitters to address any problems with the reports.
f.

Collaborate with the website editors to get the reports posted.

g. Draft and send the “2nd email” to all AS registrants with information they will need
prior to AS.
h. Attend Annual Session and be available to assist the Presiding Clerk as needed.
i.

Attend an evaluation meeting with all Committee Clerks at the close of AS.

j.

Send out a post-session email to all AS registrants

6. Possible New Projects
a. Newsletter: assemble and distribute a periodic newsletter to PacYM membership
b. Committee & Treasurer Support: assist Clerks of PacYM committees with administrative
tasks such as meeting scheduling, organization of committee records, tracking insurance
policies, and fulfilling corporate filings to IRS and State of California and more.

Page 5 of 5
PacYM-2021-07-AS.Advance Packet - p. 33

Pacific Yearly Meeting
Naming Committee
Report to Annual Session 2021
SUMMARY
We nominate the following people to serve three-year terms on Nominating Committee:
• Dan Strickland (Orange Grove)
• Margaret Mossman (Berkeley)
• Gail Thomas (Santa Monica)
and we nominate Julie Harlow to continue as Clerk of Nominating Committee for another year.
Report
If agreed upon by Pacific Yearly Meeting, Nominating Committee would then consist of the
following names:
2022 Trudy Friedel, Inland Valley (2019)
2022 Lisa Hubbell, unaffiliated (2020)
2022 Hulda Muaka, Palo Alto (2019)
2023 Julie Harlow, Davis (2017) Clerk
2023 Liz Baker, Sacramento (2020)
2023 David (DJ) Bloom, Appleseed (2020)
2024 Gail Thomas, Santa Monica (2021)
2024 Margaret Mossman, Berkeley (2021)
2024 Dan Strickland, Orange Grove (2021)
The date to the left of each name is the year the current appointment expires (at the end of that year’s
annual session unless otherwise indicated). The date on the right is the year of initial appointment.
In the performance of its task, the Naming Committee was mindful of the need to balance
membership of the Nominating Committee between North and South, and also attempted to
approach younger Friends. Nevertheless we feel that this is a strong slate of names, and Naming
Committee felt very fortunate in being able to recruit the services if these seasoned Quakers.
The Naming Committee consists of George Gastil, Sue Torrey and David Lederman (Convener).
Sarah Tyrrell is an alternate, but so far has not been called upon to serve.
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SUMMARY
1- We request the first and second readings of the nomination of the Reading Clerk for this Annual
Session to be scheduled for Plenary 1.
2- We have a large slate of new nominations to bring.
3- We have comments or suggestions regarding the overload of demands on committees.
4- We will remind Friends of the process for commenting on a specific nomination.
5- We will ask for acceptance of the service description for the rep to FCLCA and for its inclusion in the
online information on representatives and in Faith and Practice.
6- We will request that the Yearly Meeting consider holding two meetings of the Representative
Committee each year.
7- We will request that the Yearly Meeting consider revising the policy on Interim Appointments.
8- We will request that the Yearly Meeting clarify the allowed number of representatives to Friends
Committee on National Legislation.
REPORT
1. Short notice: to be read early in Plenary I.
The Reading Clerk approved for this session, Zae Illo (San Francisco), is not able to fulfill that
function. We did not learn of this until after Representative Committee. We bring you the name of
Allison Kirkegaard of Santa Monica Meeting, for your deep, but brief, consideration as the Reading Clerk
for this Annual Session. We will come back to this before Plenary I ends.
2. Overview:
We have worked hard to find the right spot for each Friend of this community; that is how we
approached our work – where would this Friend fit and serve, grow and find joy. We did not focus on
filling slots and some did not get filled. Please look at the openings as you read the slate; we hope that
these may be filled before the end of the Annual Session.
3. Some committees took on more goals than their members could accomplish or timelines that did not
work, and then considered a need for members. If we had a large influx of experienced and energetic
Friends, eager to find service in our Beloved Community, we might have agreed that more on a
committee was a good idea. Alas, this has not been the case. Quite the contrary, many Friends are
feeling themselves stretched “beyond their strength and light” with work at Monthly and Quarterly
Meetings, and with their own family and personal health or other concerns. We encourage each
committee to look prayerfully at their goals and align them with the energy of the Friends gathered for
that work.
We also have the task of considering the composition and character of each committee. We did
not feel that it was good service to the individual, the committee or the Yearly Meeting to place
someone in a position where the need might exist, but the fit was not right.
In addition to the nominations of persons to serve the Yearly Meeting, we also bring you the
name of the clerk or co-clerks of a committee and some other details. Approval of this slate is
understood to extend to the other details presented here and highlighted in the written forms.
4. As you hear the names we bring you, please hold each in the Light, a practice much more helpful than
thinking, “That name would not have occurred to me.” If you have questions or hesitations about a
nomination, please contact us with any concerns at nominatingclerk@pacificyearlymeeting.org or plan
to attend an open committee meeting during Annual Session.
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The Nominating Committee brings for your prayerful consideration the following names, to
serve from the end of this Annual Session through the end of Annual Session of the year given.

[the slate is attached separately]

5. FCLCA Service Description:
We also bring to you an updated description of Friends Committee on Legislation of California and a
description of the service expected of the Representative to FCLCA. At this time, it is referred to as
“FCL” in Faith and Practice. It has in the past been neglected and overlooked. We propose the following
Service Description:
Friends Committee on Legislation of California (FCLCA): The Friends Committee on Legislation of
California was founded by California Friends in 1952 to bring a Quaker witness to the California state
political process. FCLCA maintains an office in Sacramento with lobbyists who represent the organization
to the California Legislature. Staff provide information on pending legislative issues of concern to
Quakers on a website, fclca.org, and in a quarterly newsletter and distribute action alerts to monthly
meetings and FCLCA supporters.
FCLCA is governed by the Friends Committee on Legislation of California General Committee, composed
of representatives from Friends Meetings and churches around the state and at-large members, who are
both Quakers and non-Quakers.
The General Committee meets annually, appointing the FCLCA Board of Directors, which meets
quarterly to oversee the operations of FCLCA.
One seat on FCLCA’s General Committee is reserved for a PacYM Representative who is named by the
PacYM Nominating process to a three-year term. This representative is an ex officio member of PacYM’s
Peace and Social Order Committee.
PacYM representative to Friends Committee on Legislation of California General Committee:
The Representative to the FCLCA General Committee will
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Attend meetings of the General Committee
Convey to the board the interest and concerns of PacYM,
Bring news to PacYM regarding the concerns and actions of FCLCA,
Report at the Annual Session and Representative Committee as appropriate,
Develop an Interest Group or other ways to disseminate information at Annual Session when
appropriate,
Receive notices regarding deadlines for interest groups and reports,
Coordinate with Communications Committee to provide updates for distribution (when that
function is available)
Be an Ex-officio member of the PacYM PSO Committee
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Nominating Committee will consult with FCLCA Board and PSO to nominate one representative. The
nominee will be a Friend who has demonstrated an interest in the work of FCLCA. The term will be
three years.
Comments or questions on this may be sent to nominatingclerk@pacificyearlymeeting.org or brought
to one of the open committee meetings.

6. We ask that PacYM consider holding two one-day meetings of the Representative Committee each year,
to be conducted virtually.
Rationale:
a. In-person meetings held from Friday through Sunday are draining on the energies of Friends
so that decisions are often postponed or made with difficulty.
b. Two meetings would allow for the business to be spread out more evenly over the year.
c. The lag time between a vacancy in an office and the approval of a new nomination would be
shortened.
d. The connections between Monthly Meetings and the Yearly Meeting would be enhanced by
seeing more quickly the results of MM deliberations on issues brought to them.
e. Representatives and committees would see the advantage of starting their work soon after
the end of Annual Session.
f. Virtual meetings reduce carbon footprint, travel time, and expenses for individuals and
meetings.
7. We ask that PacYM consider revising the policy on Interim Appointments, now restricted to only
Representatives to outside organizations.
a. We recommend that Interim Appointments would be approved by the discernment of
Ministry Committee, Nominating (or in some cases Naming) Committee, the concerned
Committee and the Clerk. In most cases this would be better than waiting up to 8 months
for approval or rushing a nomination through during the first plenary.
b. Approving a new committee member or officer allows work to continue unhampered by
vacancies.
c. Approving an officer between Yearly Meeting sessions can be critical to the functioning of
the Yearly Meeting.
8. We ask that PacYM clarify the number of allowed Representatives to Friends Committee on National
Legislation, as AS Minute 2016.06 is unclear. "The adoption of the proposal to limit fully funded PYM
representatives to AFSC, FCNL and FWCC Section of the Americas to two each means those delegations
now have more appointed representatives than are fully funded, and this will remain true until the
terms of certain representatives currently serving or appointed at the current session are concluded. As
long as that situation lasts, each of those delegations may decide how the available funding is to be
allocated, i.e., either to fully fund two representatives, or to be shared among a greater number.

The Nominating Committee consists of Liz Baker, David-James (DJ) Bloom, Trudy Friedel, Bronwen
Hillman, Lisa Hubbell, Joe Magruder, Hulda Muaka, Gail Thomas, and Julie Harlow (clerk)
Contact the clerk at nominatingclerk@pacificyearlymeeting.org
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Red – term ends at the end of this Annual Session
Green and italics – new nomination for consideration
(term ends) __ nominee, meeting affiliation __ (1st yr)

OFFICERS
Presiding Clerk
(1-yr term, up to 3 yrs)
2021 Sandy Kewman, Grass Valley (2018)
2022 Laura Magnani, Strawberry Creek (2021)
Assistant to the Clerk
2021 Sharon Gates, Orange Grove (2017)

(1-yr term)

Co-Assistants to the Clerk, a one-year experiment
2022 Heather Levien, Berkeley (2021)
2022 ________________________________________________________
Historian-Archivist
2022 Jan Tappan, Orange Grove (2013)

(3-yr term)

Reading Clerk
(1 yr term)
2021 Allison Kirkegaard, Santa Monica (2021)
2022 Martha Carey, La Jolla (2021)
Recording Clerks
(2, overlapping 2-yr terms)
2021 Raph Levien, Berkeley (2019)
2022 Tom Yamaguchi, Strawberry Creek (2020)
2023 Raph Levien, Berkeley (2019)
Registrars
(2, overlapping 2-yr terms)
2021 Brylie Oxley, unf, (2019)
2022 Lawrence Alderson, Orange County (2017)
2023 Brylie Oxley, unf, (2019)
Statistical Clerk(s)
(1or2; 3-yr term)
2021 Sherri Sisson, Orange County (2017)
2022 David (DJ) Bloom, Appleseed (2018)
2024 Susie Cervantes, La Jolla (2021)
Treasurer

(3-yr terms )

2022 Roy Allen, Berkeley (2013)
Assistant Treasurer
2022 _____________________________________________
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COMMITTEES
Arrangements Committee

6 members, 3-yr terms

2021 Ann Fuller, Santa Monica (2018)
2021 Lisa Hubbell, unf (2020)
2022 Bronwen Hillman, Mexico City (2017) Clerk
2022 Peni Hall, Strawberry Creek (2019)
2023 Ann Fuller, Santa Monica (2018)
2023 __________________________________________
2024 Lari Keeler, Strawberry Creek (2021)
2024 ___________________________________________
Ex Officio: Registrars
Children’s Program Committee

6 members, 3-yr terms

2021 Suellen Lowrey, Humboldt (2019) Co-clerk
2021 Vivian Carlson, Honolulu (2017)
2022 ______________________________________________
2022 Rhea Farley, Strawberry Creek (2020 RC) Co-clerk
2023 Molly Bishop, Redwood Forest (2020)
2023 Sandy Farley, Palo Alto (2020)
2024 Saima Farrukh, La Jolla (2021)
2024 ___________________________________________
Ex Officio: Children’s Program Coordinator, Youth Programs Coordinator
Communication Committee
2021
2021
2022
2022
2023
2023

6 members, 3-yr terms

Lawrence Alderson, Orange Cty (2018)
Kate Watkins, Santa Monica (2019) Clerk
George Mills, Palo Alto (2016)
Allison Kirkegaard, Claremont (2019)
David Tucker, Palo Alto (2021)
Kate Watkins, Santa Monica (2019) Clerk

2024 __________________________________________________________
2024 Andrea Harmon, Palo Alto (2020)
Ex Officio: Historian-Archivist, Assistant to the Clerk,
Youth Programs Coordinator, Statistical Clerk.
( Website Editors, IT Administrator appointed by ComCom)
Discipline Committee
6 members, 3-yr terms + 7th member with IT expertise
2021 Sue Scott, Inland Valley (2018), Co-clerk
2021 Ray Rischpater, Palo Alto (2020) Co-clerk
2022 Patricia Portillo, Sacramento (2016)
2022 Margaret Mossman, Berkeley (2019)
Page 2 of 6
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Nominating Committee
Slate for Consideration at Annual Session 2021, ver 7/9
2023 Jim Anderson, Chico (2020) Co-clerk
2023 Diego Navarro, Santa Cruz (2020)
2024 Sue Scott, Inland Valley (2018), Co-clerk
2024 Ray Rischpater, Palo Alto (2020)
Ex Officio: Historian Archivist
2022 IT Specialist Sarah Tyrrell, Berkeley (2018)
Finance Committee

6 members, 3-yr terms

2021 Robert Levering, Santa Cruz (2018)
2021 Martha Hunkins, Humboldt (2019) Clerk
2022 Sherri Sisson, Orange County (2018)
2022 Doug Smith, Reno (2019) Clerk
2023 Sarah Bottom, LaJolla (2020)
2023 John Murphy, Maui WG (2021)
2024 Robert Levering, Santa Cruz (2018)
2024 Martha Hunkins, Humboldt (2019)
Ex Officio: Treasurer, Statistical Clerk
PYM Holding Corporation

6 members, 3-yr terms

2021 Paul Harris, Redwood Forest (2018)
2021 Margaret Mossman, Berkeley(2018)
2022 Genie Stowers, Berkeley (2019)
2022 Stratton Jaquette, Palo Alto (2016)
2023 Jeff Kroeber, San Jose (2020)
2023 Paul Harris, Redwood Forest (2018)
2024 Margaret Mossman, Berkeley (20218)
2024 Lanny Jay, Redwood Forest (2021)
Ex Officio: Treasurer, Presiding Clerk
(PYM Holding Corp. appoints its own officers.)
Agent for Service: Lanny Jay, Redwood Forest
Junior Yearly Meeting (JYM), Adult Members
up to 8 adult members, 3-yr terms
Clerking to be determined
2021 Dan Strickland, Orange Grove (2013) Clerk
2022 Natasha Herrera, unf (2021)
2022 Suzanne Doss, Orange Grove (2013)
2023 __________________________________________________
2023 Bertha Pena, unf (2019)
2024 __________________________________________________
2024 Cedar Green, San Jose (2021)
Ex Officio: Youth Programs Coordinator
Latin American Concerns Committee
3-6 members, 3-yr terms + named appts
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Nominating Committee
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2021 Paty Constantino, Mexico City (2020)
2022 Linda Rowell, Chico (2015 ) Co-clerk
2023 Sirgei Agalzoff, Orange Grove (2020)
2024 Margaret Willits, Delta (2021)
2024 Paty Constantino, Mexico City (2020)
Appointed by Casa de los Amigos:
________________________________________________
Appointed by El Salvador Project:
Hulda Muaka, Palo Alto (2019)
Appointed by Guatemala Scholarship Program
Donna Smith, Redwood Forest (2014) Co-clerk
Appointed by Undocumented Student Scholarship
Patricia Portillo, Sacramento (2020)
Ministry Committee
2021
2021
2022
2022
2022
2023
2023
2023
2024
2024
2024

9 members, 3-yr terms

Jay Cash, Strawberry Crk (2021 RC)
Eric Sabelman, Palo Alto (2019)
Valerie Nuttman, Santa Cruz (2016)
_______________________________________________
Jorge Morales, San Jose (2019)
Gail Eastwood, Humboldt (2018) Clerk
Rolene Walker, San Francisco (2020)
Stan Searl, Santa Monica (2021)
Jay Cash, Strawberry Creek (2021 RC)
Robin Durant, Orange Grove (2021)
Eric Sableman, Palo Alto (2019)

Peace and Social Order Committee
6 members, 3-yr terms + SCQM PSO Cl. & 3 reps
2021 Linnea Hanson, Chico (2017)
2021 Brian Johnson, Santa Monica (2018)
2022 Shannon Frediani, Santa Cruz (2016) Co-clerk
2022 Zae Illo, San Francisco (2017)
2023 Betty Guthrie, Orange County (2019) Co-clerk
2023 Daniel Ulloa, Mexico City (2021)
2024 Linnea Hanson, Chico (2017) Co-clerk
2024 Brian Johnson, Santa Monica (2018)
Ex Officio:
SCQM PSOCom, Clerk (tbd in Nov.);
one PacYM AFSC Rep ( tbd??);
one PacYM FCLCA Rep (Vickie Carroll);
one PacYM FCNL Rep (Robert Levering)
Unity with Nature Committee

up to 9 members, 3-yr terms

2021 Marge Gandalini, LaJolla 2021 RC
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2021
2021
2022
2022
2022
2023
2023
2023
2024
2024
2024

Keith Runyan, Santa Cruz (2020) Co-clerk
Nancy Glock-Greuneich, Santa Cruz (2020)
Suellen Lowry, Humboldt (2021)
Joseph Cotham, Live Oak (2020)
Michael Dunn, Inland Valley (2020)
____________________________________________________
Gayle Matson, Chico (2020) Co-clerk
Billie Hamilton, Sacramento (2021)
Keith Runyan, Santa Cruz ( 2020) Co-clerk
Nancy Glock-Greuneich, Santa Cruz (2020)
Marge Gandalini, LaJolla (2021 RC)

Youth Programs Coordinating Committee
6 members, 3-yr terms + 4 youth members
2021 Alvaro Alvarado, Sacramento (2020)
2021 Barbara Babin, Redwood Forest (2016).
YPC Supervisor
2022 Melissa Lovett-Adair, Ctrl. Coast (2016) Co-clerk
2022 Kiernan Colby, Santa Cruz (2019)
2023 Mary Jo Housman, San Diego (2021)
2023 Robin Keeler, Live Oak, (2021)
2024 Nancy Mellor, Sacramento (2021 RC) YPC Supervisor
2024 _________________________________________________________

REPRESENTATIVES / OBSERVERS
American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) Corp.
2021 Ramona Hussey, Honolulu (2019)
2022 _________________________________
2023 Ramona Hussey, Honolulu (2019)
Friends Bulletin Corp.
(Western Friend) Board of Directors
2021
2022
2023
2024

3 reps for PacYM, 3-yr terms

Jim Anderson, Chico (2015) Convener
Nancy Wilkinson, Strawberry Creek (2019) Convener
Kate Connell, Santa Barbara (2020)
Tom Head, Chico (2021)

Friends Committee on Legislation of California (FCLCA)
1 rep to General Committee, 3-yr term
2023 Vickie Carroll, Central Coast ( 2020)
Friends’ Com on Nat’l Legislation (FCNL)
meets in Nov, Up to 5 reps, 3-yr terms
2021 Michele Shields, Honolulu (2019)
2021 Allison Kirkegaard, Claremont (2019)
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2022
2022
2023
2023
2024
2024

Carolyn Levering, Santa Cruz (2016)
Robert Levering, Santa Cruz (2016) Convener
Klara East, Sacramento (2017)
Mary Klein, Palo Alto (2020)
Michele Shields, Honolulu (2019)
Cindy Fowler, Sacramento (2021)

Friends Gen Conf (FGC) Central Com

2 reps, 3-year terms

2022 Don Kewman, Grass Valley (2020)
2023 Michelle Bellows, Strawberry Creek (2020)
Friends Peace Teams Coordinating Council

1 rep, 3-yr term

2021 Stephen McNeil, Strawberry Creek (2020)
2024 Stephen McNeil, Strawberry Creek (2020)
Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW)

2 reps, 3 yr terms

2021 Yumi Kawano, Big Island (2019)
2023 Yumi Kawano, Big Island (2019)
2024 Suellen Lowry, Humboldt (2021)
Friends World Cmte. for Consultation (FWCC)
Section of the Americas
2022
2022
2023
2023

up to 4 reps, 3-yr terms

Hulda Muaka, Palo Alto (2020)
_______________________________
Emelyn Buskirk, Live Oak (2020)
_______________________________

Evangelical Friends Church Southwest

One observer, 3 yr-term

2024 Linda Murphy, Honolulu (2021)
Friends United Meeting (FUM)

One observer, 3 yr-term

2022 Donna Smith, Redwood Forest (2021i)
Reunión General de los Amigos en México
One observer, 3 yr term
2022 Jorge Morales, San Jose (2019)
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Peace and Social Order Committee
Report to Annual Session 2021
SUMMARY
Key items for Meeting Representatives to convey:
• Please inform your monthly meeting to check Peace and Social Order Committee’s updated
webpage to review the template and simple instructions for submitting social concern
minutes and for an overview of minutes that have been approved by various monthly
meetings by categories. https://www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/committee-newslettersand-reports/peace-social-order-committee/
• Please send all approved Social Concern Minutes to our new role-based email address:
PeaceAndSocialOrderClerk@pacificyearlymeeting.org (capitalization is optional).
• Please also share with your monthly meeting that George Mills, Pacific Yearly Meeting
Secretariat Clerk, archived all approved PacYM minutes since 1947, including those related
to Peace and Social Order concerns. The archived minutes can be found at
https://www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/pym-minutes/
REPORT
Overall, the PSO committee has had faithful committee members who followed through with their
assigned tasks, shared the work, and functioned joyfully together as a committee.
The first year of the 2 year trial of PSO distributing approved Social Concern Minutes by monthly
meetings to the remaining monthly meetings within PacYM has been a success. Feedback has been
positive regarding an increased sense of working together as a larger community as well as being
more informed and up to date about the movement of Spirit among other monthly meetings.
Monthly meetings within PacYM have approved the following Social Concern Minutes:
11 racial justice
7 peace
4 social order
4 refugees and immigration
Multiple monthly meetings have also begun reading groups on racial justice focused on African
American and Native American writings about structural injustice. Southern CA Quarterly Meeting
has also formed a Racial Justice group which meets monthly.
The Committee consists of Linnea Hanson, Betty Guthrie, Zae Illo, Brian Johnston, and Shannon
Frediani (co-clerk).
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Racial Justice Subcommittee
Announcement of Report to Annual Session 2021
SUMMARY
Please check the PacYM website for the report from the Racial Justice Subcommittee of Ministry
Committee. It was not submitted in time to be included in the Advance Packet, but there should soon
be a report posted on the website.
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Statistical Report
Report to Annual Session 2021
Overview
It needs to be noted that the reports from MMs were gathered during the time of the Covid-19
pandemic, but as vaccines were becoming widely available in the US. The restrictions we had
observed thru most of the previous year were just beginning to ease as this data was collected.
Membership Data
We have 23 MMs in CPQM, 9 in SCQM and 3 outside the Quarters. Total membership for Pacific
Yearly Meeting is 1,173, down a total of 36 from last year.
CPQM
The membership in CPQM is 758, down 28 from last year. 12 Friends that became convinced this
past year, with another 8 who transferred into Meetings. Twentynine Friends passed away in
College Park, 12 transferred to other Meetings and 7 were released from membership. One
Monthly Meeting reports a single junior member, not reflected in the adult totals. (Note Friends, our
total from 2020 in CPQM was adjusted down by 4 from last year’s report. There were 4 deaths, 2 in
first 5 months of 2020 and 2 in 2019, that should have been reported last year, but were not.)
SCQM
The membership in SCQM is 314, down 8 from last year. Nine Friends were convinced this year,
and two transferred into Meetings, while 6 passed away, 2 transferred out and 11 Friends were
released from membership. (Note Friends, SCQM’s total from 2020 was adjusted up from last year’s
report by 2. One MM had underreported 3 members, while another MM had missed reporting a
death to me last year)
Meetings outside the Quarters
Membership stands at 101, unchanged from last year. Four Friends became convinced, three passed
away and one transferred out.
Transfers
Of all transfers, most were within the Yearly Meeting. 2 Friends Transferred into Pacific Yearly
Meeting, while 6 transferred out
Interesting Numbers
Our largest Meeting in the Yearly remains Strawberry Creek at 104. Our smallest is Marloma/Long
Beach with 1. There are 5 Meetings with less than 10 members; there remain 7 Meetings with 70+.
Where are we concentrated? Almost 65% of us are in CPQM, nearly 38% of us are in the Bay Area,
and not quite 16% in Berkeley alone, with another 6.5% in the Capital District, and 7.5% around
Monterey Bay.
Almost 27% are in SCQM, with almost 17% in the LA basin, almost 7% in San Diego.
Nearly 9% are outside the Quarters, mostly in Hawaii.
The average size of a Meeting is remarkably similar however, averaging 35 in SCQM, 33 in CPQM,
and 33 outside the Quarters.
David-James Bloom & Sherri Sisson, Statistical Co-clerks.
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Pacific Yearly Meeting

Treasurer's Report to Annual Session
July 2021

General Operations Budget vs. Actual
FY 2019-2020 (ending 9/30/2020)
General Operations
REVENUE

4100 — Miscellaneous Contributions to PYM
4101 — Contributions from Member Meetings
4102 — Miscellaneous Income
4104 — Interest Income
TOTAL REVENUE
Requested contribution (aka assessment) per member
(Calif. and Nev., Hawaii, México City)
EXPENSES
GENERAL EXPENSES
5202 — Clerk's Travel & Discretionary R2713
5203 — Expenses of Officers R2715
5204 — Website Operation & Support
5204.1 - Directory Database Support
5206 — Young Friends PYM Attendance Assistance
5207 — Equipment Purchase R2722
5208 — Travel - RepCom & Ann. Sess.
5208.1 - RepCom Support
5209 — Young Friends Officers' Expense
5210 — Audit Account R2723
5212 — Latin America Concerns Outreach R2749
5213 — PYM Attendance Assistance Fund (M&O)
5214 — Holding Corporation Expenses
5215 — Western Friend
5216 — Misc. Operating Expenses
SUBTOTAL GENERAL EXPENSES
COMMITTEE EXPENSES
5221 — Ad Hoc Committees
5222 — Children's Program
5224 — Fath and Practice Revision
5225 — Finance (R2752)
5227 — Junior Yearly Meeting
5228 — Ministry & Oversight
5229 — Nominating
5230 — Peace & Social Order
5235 — Unity with Nature
5237 — Committee Supplemental Expense R2714
5238 — Latin American Concerns
5239 — Communications
SUBTOTAL COMMITTEE EXPENSES
SUPPORT OF FRIENDS ORGANIZATIONS
5251 — Friends Committee on National Legislation
5252 — Friends Committee on Legislation of California
5254 — FWCC
5255 — Quaker United Nations Office NY
5256 — William Penn House, Washington
5260 — AFSC
5261 — Friends House Moscow Support Ass'n
5262 —Casa de los Amigos
5264 — Friends General Conference
5266 — Quaker Earthcare Witness
SUBTOTAL SUPPORT OF FRIENDS ORGS.

6/7/21

Budget

4,000
142,814
0
146,814

Actual

Transfer to
Reserves

1,814
135,838
100
153
137,906

Budget

2,000
112,646
100
114,746

$122, $52, $30

500
1,100
3,160

FY 2020-2021
Actual to
05/31/2021
155
108,044
1,059
100
109,358

$98, $40, $24

879
287
738

(379)
813

500
750
5,000
6,510

0
305
293

14,000
1,000

(246)
50

2,000
14,000

4,615

100
500
9,000
20
12,500
200
43,080

500
20
12,500
19,038

50
300
900
2,500
3,000
5,000
2,000
800
500
1,300
360
12,351
29,061

67
4
11,343
15,633

500
500
500
500
250
500
500
500
500
500
4,750

500
500
500
500
250
500
500
(1,500)
500
500
2,750

509
0
385
1,335
1,571
420

934

2,500

2,500

500
11,000
20
12,500
200
51,980
50
300
900
1,600
3,000
5,000
2,000
800
500
1,000
360
1,000
16,510
500
500
500
500
250
500
500
500
1,815
500
6,065

12,500
50
12,952

933

180
1,113
500
500
500
500
250
500
500
1,815
500
5,565
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Pacific Yearly Meeting

Treasurer's Report to Annual Session
July 2021

General Operations Budget vs. Actual
FY 2019-2020 (ending 9/30/2020)
General Operations

Budget

CONFERENCE TRAVEL/PYM DELEGATES
5271 — Western Friend Board R2748 (3)
5275 — AFSC (2)
5277 — FCNL (2) & William Penn House (1)
5278 — FGC Central Committee R2744 (2)
5279 — FWCC, Section of the Americas R2743 (2)
5280 — Friends United Mtg. (Triennial) R2745 (1)
5281 — Gen. Reunion of Friends Mexico R2746 (1)
5283 — Evangelical Friends Church Southwest (1)
5286 — Quaker Earthcare Witness (2737) (2)
5287 — FWCC World Plenary R2747
5288 — Young Friends Travel R2742
5289 — Friends Peace Team Board (1)
SUBTOTAL CONFERENCE TRAVEL/PYM DEL.

1,500
1,200
3,400
1,000
1,500
400
500
250
1,700
800
500
750
13,500

YOUTH PROGRAMS
6105 — Youth Program Supervisory Committee
6110 — Personnel Costs
6140 — Insurance
6150 — Professional Development
6160 — Office
6170 — Events
6181 — Contribution to Vogel Youth Work Reserve
6190 — Administration & Travel
SUBTOTAL YOUTH PROGRAMS
TOTAL EXPENSES
TRANSFER TO (FROM) GENERAL RESERVES

Actual

Transfer to
Reserves

250
1,380

717
953
574
3,874

1,012
311
(217)
747
800
(74)
2,578

FY 2020-2021
Budget

Actual to
05/31/2021

1,500
1,200
3,400
3,200
1,500
400
500
250
1,700
800

150

750
15,200

150

1,500
71,187
610
800
2,700

605
58,419
610
12
2,260

1,500
72,204
610
800
2,700

159
26,885
548

7,500
84,297

950
62,856

500
6,200
84,514

500
809
30,805

174,688

104,151

174,269

50,585

(27,874.00)

27,743

6,012

1,904

(59,523)

Expense accounts with a bold face R27xx following the account name have that associated reserve fund (see Balance Sheet). Transfers from these
special reserves are negative (enclosed in parentheses) in the Transfers column. A positive transfer means that funds remaining in the expense
account at the end of the year were transferred to the associated reserve; a negative number indicates transfers from the reserve to cover overbudget expense. In Conference Travel account names, (n) is the number of representative or delegate trips funded.
BUDGET column amounts include any PacYM-approved augmentations
COMMENTS ON ACCOUNT LINES HIGHLIGHTED ABOVE:
5208

A negative current YTD amount is shown for Annual Session & RepCom travel
to offset a duplicate expense entry in an earlier year.

5279, 5280, 5281, 5287

For less-than-annual events, we budget a portion of anticipated expenses each year.

6/7/21
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Pacific Yearly Meeting

Treasurer's Report to Annual Session
July 2021

Balance Sheet (Including Annual Session Reserve)
Account Number and Title

9/30/2019

ASSETS
1701.1 — General Acct checking - Redwood Credit Union
1701.2 — General Acct savings - Redwood Credit Union
8002 — Sessiont checking (merged w. General cking 4/16/21)
1704.01 — Invested General Reserves (Friends Fiduciary)
8003 — Invested Session Reserves (Friends Fiduciary)
1704.7 — Vogel Endowment (Friends Fiduciary)
Payroll refunds
1720 — Inventory of Faith & Practice
TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES AND RESERVES
2400 — Payroll Withholdings
2500 — Payroll Taxes Payable
2701 — Accounts Payable
2704 — Credit Cards
2712 — Student Conscience Fund
2713 — Clerk's Travel & Discretionary (5202) Reserve
2714 — Committee Supplemental (5237) Reserve
2715 — Incoming Clerk Shadowing (5203) Reserve
2721.1 — Pre-Publishing Reserve (F&P)
2722 — Equipment Purchase (5207) Reserve
2723 — Account Audit (5210) Reserve
2732 — PYM Traveling Friend Fund (M&O)
2733 — Fund for Concerns (M&O)
2734 — Sharing Fund (M&O)
2735 — FGC Scholarship
2736 — Unity with Nature Project Fund
2737 — QEW Travel (5288) Reserve
2738.1 - Directory Database reserve
2742 — Young Friends Travel (5288) Reserve
2743 — FWCC, Sect of Amer Travel (5279) Reserve
2744 — FGC Travel (5278) Reserve
2745 — FUM Travel (5280) Reserve
2746 — Gen. Reunion Fr. Mex. Travel (5281) Reserve
2747 — FWCC World Plenary Travel (5287) Reserve
2748 — Western Friend Board Travel (5271) Reserve
2749 — Latin Amer. Concerns Outreach (5212) Reserve
2752 — Group Exemption Fee (5225) Reserve
2781 — Bob Vogel Endowment
2782 — Vogel Youth Work Reserve
2782.1 - YAF Elder Assistance Grants Reserve
2783 — Employees Health Reserve Account Reserves
8900 — Annual Session Reserve
Uncommitted General Reserves
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND RESERVES

7,489.79
41,167.79
30,040.00
103,007.34
68,133.41
517,835.83
179.65
2,068.00
769,921.81

569.68
319.59
0.00
188.48
17,843.11
1,362.71
2,000.00
0.00
4,317.56
1,500.00
3,590.00
2,321.47
5,733.00
2,235.85
827.80
4,446.80
1,348.10
751.65
488.50
500.00
2,189.45
969.20
2,400.00
1,000.00
173.73
517,835.83
11,069.03
2,610.99
68,305.42
113,023.86
769,921.81

The amount shown as "Uncommitted General Reserves" for a partial year is
the reserves will be at the end of the fiscal year.
6/7/21

9/30/2020

05/31/2021

15,147
84,657
41,205
109,468
72,407
532,739
180
1,668
857,470

77,523
118,401
0
136,387
90,212
651,131
180
1,668
1,075,503

570
320
0
453
17,843
304
2,000
813
4,318
1,500
3,590
2,321
5,963
2,236
828
4,962
2,095
6,203
0
1,500
500
2,500
752
3,200
1,000
674
2,500
532,739
12,643
420
4,549
72,620
165,555
857,470

570
320
0
90
17,843
304
2,000
813
4,318
1,500
3,590
2,321
6,193
2,236
828
4,962
2,095
2,654
0
1,500
500
2,500
752
3,200
1,000
674
2,500
651,131
21,396
420
5,419
90,212
241,662
1,075,503

Reserve
Caps

2,000
2,000

1,500
4,000

0
1,500
500
2,500
1,000
1,000
1,500

not a reliable predictor of what

Page 3
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Pacific Yearly Meeting

Treasurer's Report to Annual Session
July 2021

2020 Annual Session Budget vs. Actual
2020 Budget
Income
8210 — Miscellaneous session income
8220 — Attenders' Payments for Registration
96,000
8230 — Registration Waivers from Session Accounts
12,000
8240 — AS Subsidy from PYM General Funds
11,000
8250 — Interest on PYM Sessions Accts
100
8271 — Carbon Offset donations received
8272 — Carbon Offset donations pd to UWN Project Fund
8280 — Donations received for Annual Session
1,500
Total Income:
120,600
Expense
8410 —
8420 —
8430 —
8435 —
8440 —
8450 —
8460 —
8470 —
8480 —
8490 —
8500 —
8520 —
8530 —
8531 —
8540 —

Registrar's Expenses
Secretariat Expenses
Arrangements Expenses
Virtual Meeting Coordinator
Children's Program
Cost of Facilities
Junior Yearly Meeting
Young Adult Friends
Breakage and Equipment
PYM Clerk's Invited Guests
Insurance
Registration discounts - long-distance travel
Bank fees
Online payment service fees
Miscellaneous expense

Total Expense:
EXCESS (DEFICIT):

Session Balance Sheet

Liabilities and Reserve
8900 — PYM Session Reserve
Total Liabilities and Reserve
SOURCES OF DIRECT INCOME - AS 2019
Registration fees other than attendance assistance grants
Attendance assistance from monthly meetings
Attendance assistance from PYM General budget
Attendance assistance contributions from registrants
All other sources
TOTAL

Page 4

2020 Actual

2021 Budget

1,000
11,329

9,000

54

50

2,154
14,536

2,000
11,050

1,838

100
100
1,000
1,500
11,000

9,000
95,000
5,000
200

1,179

2,500
1,100
3,000
50
800
1,300

1,150
591

1,000
600

212

200
1,000

121,450

4,970

18,500

9,567

(7,450)

(850)

Assets
8002 — Checking accounts
8003 — Friends Fiduciary investment account
8035 — Deposits on Future Sessions
Total Assets

6/7/21

1,000
100
2,400

2021

9/30/2019
51,462
41,461

2,000

9/30/2020
41,305
72,407

42,885
41,321
83,132

92,923

113,712

124,453

92,923
92,923

113,712
113,712

124,453
124,453

75%
12%
10%
4%
0%
100%

83,000.00
13,000.00
10,600.00
4,100.00
100.00
110,800.00
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Pacific Yearly Meeting

Treasurer's Report to Annual Session
July 2021

About Pacific Yearly Meeting Investment Accounts
PacYM maintains three investment accounts with Friends Fiduciary, a non-profit organization that provides investment services for
Quaker organizations. Recent history of these accounts:
FY 2016

FY 2017

FY 2018

FY 2019

FY 2020

FY 2021
(1st 8 mo.)

1704.01 — The invested portion of PacYM General reserves
Beginning balance
New deposits
Withdrawals
Net investment gain (loss)
Ending balance
Effective return

76,026

85,516

93,176

100,321

103,007

109,468

9,491
85,516
12.5%

7,660
93,176
9.0%

7,146
100,321
7.7%

2,686
103,007
2.7%

6,461
109,468
6.3%

26,919
136,387
24.6%

38,460

41,461
24,000

68,133

72,407

3,001
41,461
7.8%

2,672
68,133
4.1%

4,273
72,407
6.3%

17,806
90,212
24.6%

494,456
300
(16,042)
38,170
516,884
8.0%

516,884
5,000
(16,468)
12,420
517,836
2.5%

8003 — The invested portion of Annual Session reserves
Beginning balance
New deposits
60,000
Withdrawals
(24,000)
Net investment gain (loss)
2,460
Ending balance
38,460
Effective return
6.8%
1704.7 — Bob Vogel Endowment investment
Beginning balance
432,229
New deposits
Paid out to Youth Projects Fund
(16,171)
Net investment gain (loss)
56,016
Ending balance
472,074
Effective return
13.5%

472,074
(16,042)
38,424
494,456
8.4%

517,836

532,739

(17,257)
32,160
532,739
6.4%

(11,563)
129,955
651,131
24.9%

For the Bob Vogel Endowment account, Friends Fiduciary automatically sends to PacYM semi-annual distributions in amounts
estimated to keep the effective value of the account stable, considering actual and projcted market conditions and inflation. PacYM
puts the proceeds of these distribution into its Vogel Youth Projects Fund, from which the Youth Programs Coordinating
Committee (YPCC) makes grants to support youth work of the Yearly Meeting. Withdrawals from any of our Friends Fiduciary
accounts, other than the above -mentioned automatic distributions from the Bob Vogel Endowment, can occur only with the written
authorization of at least two of PacYM's designated signers for these account: the Treasurer, the Clerk of the Finance Committee,
and the Yearly Meeting's Presiding Clerk.
PacYM's Bob Vogel Endowment was established in 2013, funded by a donation from Pacific Friends Outreach Society (PFOS); this
donation, in turn, was derived from a bequest from the estate of long-time PacYM Friend Bob Vogel. The donor (PFOS) stipulated
that these funds not be used to pay salary or wages (PacYM minute AS 2013-04). Per minute AS 2013-07, "Consistent with the
terms of the gift, requests to spend funds will be managed and approved by PYM’s Youth Program Coordinator Supervisory
Committee (YPCSC), or another appropriate committee to be determined by PYM in the event that the YPCSC is laid down.
PYM’s Finance Committee and Treasurer will manage the financial aspects of this gift such as investments and accounting." It has
been the custom of the Youth Programs Coordinating Committee (formerly known as YPCSC) to include, in its annual reports to
the Yearly Meeting, information about grants made from the proceeds of this endowment.

6/17/21
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Unity with Nature Committee
Report to Annual Session 2021
SUMMARY
Unity with Nature Committee (UwN) is seeking one or two representatives from each Monthly
Meeting to act as contacts for our committee. We would ask them to convey messages and requests
to their Meetings, as part of a network for sharing resources. As they feel able and are led, or as
their Meetings direct, we would also invite them to act as sources of input, ideas, initiative and
guidance and as occasional participants in, leaders for, or initiators of, UwN activities. Please
contact our UwN Clerk Keith Runyan with suggested names or invite them to contact him directly at
krrunyan10@gmail.com.
REPORT
Discerning How Best to Serve Our committee having been in abeyance for several years, with all but
one new to it, and feeling the enormity of the climate and related issues we would be grappling
with, we all have felt the need to move slowly. We have sought to create a space of safety for deep
emotions and spirit led dialogue. Discernment has indeed come slowly, but it is coming, and we feel
gratitude for it and blessed to be with each other in this work.
Braiding Sweetgrass We came to unity around the need to take into our work with and for the
Meetings in PYM the same spirit of exploring the deeper existential challenges of the climate and
related crises and sought for something that would at once invite us to confront these challenges
directly, without turning away, but at the same time gently, with even startling clarity at the ways in
which the systems we live in and indeed our very culture are part of what has gone wrong, and yet
not from a point of self-blame but rather of openings in joy to new openings, new ways of being that
are within our reach as human beings, as Americans and especially as Quakers.
As most of us were by then reading Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer, we came to see it
as just the bridge into the issues—both clear eyed and full hearted--that we had been seeking. After
presenting on it at the Spring Quarterly for Northern California, we began, on Monday, April 5 th for
what is now a monthly Quaker sharing on the book for both those currently reading it and those
who’ve not yet started it.
We welcome you to attend as you are able and to invite others in your Meetings, networks and local
communities to join in these conversations when they wish. See the Pacific Yearly Meeting website
for more details.
Supporting Climate Grief and Climate Courage As Pacific Yearly Meeting Friends and their local
communities experience various kinds of climate chaos—fires, drought, record-breaking heat and
other extreme weather events—we hope to offer strategies for being present with one another in
the midst of suffering and grief. The Unity with Nature Committee has also been discerning ways to
engage meetings and worship groups in conversations about what some are calling ‘climate grief,’
or ‘eco grief,’ and ‘climate courage.’
Exploring Solutions and Leadings As we must go as deep as Spirit calls us to do in facing the truths of
the climate crisis, and all of the feelings it rightly brings up, we confront our own often crippling
sense of despair and powerlessness. Yet this is precisely where God most critically intervenes,
calling upon us turn to “that of God within each of us and all whom we encounter.” We are not only
to receive from Spirit the knowledge of what must be done, but the means to do it.
Our committee is now looking to be of service to in confronting and reversing climate change,
handling the risks and disasters stemming from it, facilitating community conversations and actions
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around it, and finding and bringing promising answers to scale. Not only does this allow God to
work through us to achieve the deep changes needed, but it is ultimately a key part of healing,
yielding over our sense of powerlessness and despair, and putting all we have into serving in
whatever way is most needed, as we are called.
Discerning Further Service We do not currently have contacts or committee representatives in each
meeting. We see that whatever else we may be led to do it all turns on the practical matter of having
such representatives in each Meeting that we can turn to for communication and shared
discernment.
As we develop such a list, we can then turn to them and their Meetings to help us see in what ways
this committee may be of most help—what are the felt needs and queries, emerging insights and
resources to share, and specific ideas for coordinating infrastructures and specific projects or
actions. While we have many possibilities surfacing, it is clear to us that our very next step is to
create and support a network that optimizes communications and support between Meetings
including even where led to do so between their respective local communities. We are also
exploring what larger networks we may be led to work with more closely, e.g. Quaker Earthcare
Witness and Interfaith Power and Light.
The Unity with Nature Committee consists of:
Michael Dunn (Co-Clerk)
Gayle Matson
Joseph Conroy
Marge Gianelli Kumeyaay
Nancy Glock-Grueneich
Keith Runyan (Co-Clerk)
Andrea Beane (former member)
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Pacific Yearly Meeting
Youth Programs Coordinating Committee
Report to Annual Session 2021
SUMMARY
Please share these links with your meeting. We encourage everyone to check the PacYM website
for:
● Our regularly updated intergenerational calendar
● Information and application forms for grant funding from our Youth Programs Fund
○ YPCC accepts year-round grant applications for youth and intergenerational
projects and events, or event attendance assistance.
Spirit’s Movement Amongst Us
The Youth Programs Coordinating Committee (YPCC) has focused on returning to center, listening
closely to one another and the leadings of Spirit. How are we called to support youth in these
challenging times of dramatic change? We have been grounded by the presence of Gail Eastwood
and Chamba Cooke as elders this year as we seek unity and way forward. We are grateful for their
service, as well as that of the Friends who joined the Youth Programs Coordinator (YPC) Review ad
hoc committee. We are also grateful for Rebekah Percy’s faithful service as Interim Youth Programs
Coordinator from March 2020 until March 2021, when the new YPC, Keenan Lorenzato, was hired.
Results of YPC Review Ad Hoc Committees
Recognizing our last hiring and training process was flawed, the YPCC formed the YPC Review ad
hoc subcommittee with membership beyond the YPCC to review our Human Resource process,
lessons learned, and focus on what the youth of the yearly meeting need now. The YPC Review team
consisted of two parts: Human Resources and Youth. The Human Resources team (Jim Summers,
Nancy Mellor, Alvaro Alvarado) focused on hiring, training and supervision practices. They
interviewed the last three YPCs, Alyssa Nelson, Javaughn Fernanders and Rebekah Percy, as well as
Barbara Babin as YPC Supervisor and Melissa Lovett-Adair as YPCC Clerk. They provided the
committee with a detailed review of the experiences of these Friends and recommendations for
improvements prior to hiring a new YPC. The Youth team (Rachel Kempf, Dia Farruhk, Nate Secrest,
and Elinor Steffy) gathered input from youth and parents about the role of the YPC and provided
recommendations. Both of these reports were used to revise the YPC job description and develop a
detailed process for hiring, onboarding and training our next YPC. We also revised and clarified the
YPCC and Supervisor job description.
Our New Youth Coordinator!
After a nationwide search and an in-depth interview process, the field was narrowed down to two
finalists who were asked to demonstrate skill in written communication and lead an
intergenerational activity via zoom for an audience of stakeholders including youth participants.
The interview team and YPC Committee reached unity in offering the position to Keenan Lorenzato.
Here’s a little more information about Keenan at this link on the PacYM web page.
Update on Youth Programs Fund / Finances
Due to COVID-19, the popular El Salvador Trip and the Quaker Oaks Farm Spring Service Learning
Camp were cancelled in both 2020 and 2021, leaving significant funds available for COVID-safe
projects and travel, once in-person meetings are possible again. A unique Mutual Aid project was
funded this year, with a goal of strengthening local support systems and found great success: the
project created a grant providing emergency relief funds for COVID-related struggles, supported
out of work young adults in their various service ministries and established two communal gardens
in the Los Angeles region. We also approved a grant for a summer 2020 backpacking trip with five
Young Adult Friends (YAF) in Desolation Wilderness Park, and a camping trip in the Angeles
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National Forest, where participants embraced their spirituality through daily worship and
connecting with nature. A summer 2021 YAF backpacking/camping grant has been approved and
all YAFs are invited to reach out to Keenan at youthprogramscoordinator@pacificyearlymeeting.org
to join in one of the trips. To see all projects funded since the inception see YPFundSummary.
As part of our ongoing efforts to increase the accessibility of the fund, the committee simplified the
website and created an “Idea Box” form to connect potential applicants with Quaker mentors to
assist them in developing a proposal. In addition, we have streamlined the short application process
for travel expenses, are actively developing a funding request checklist, and are discussing
improvements to the full application process for larger projects.
Looking Ahead: Longer-Term Goals
We are beginning to collaborate with Young Adult Friends (YAFs), PacYM and NPYM’s Ministry
Committees on a Safe Space policy for YAF and other adult gatherings, to provide guidance for the
prevention and response to inappropriate, unwanted sexual behavior or harassment. We hope to
have a promotional video for our Youth Programs Fund and how to apply for grant funding ready
soon.
Youth Programs Coordinator Report
August 2020-February 2021: Rebekah Percy
COVID-19 has brought a couple of significant shifts in the responsibilities of the position, namely
that online programming has dramatically increased my amount of video meetings and social media
participation and presence.
In an effort to ease communications, consolidate contact lists and ensure that my reach is as
inclusive and broad as possible, I created two listservs: one for parents of younger children and the
other for parents of teens in our yearly meeting. Based off of a list that Alyssa created, I’ve
maintained regular contact with youth workers from other Yearly Meetings. These connections and
conversations have been extremely supportive and helpful in brainstorming events and activities,
and figuring out how to best show up for our youth throughout this challenging time. To that end,
I’ve organized routine parent support calls and virtual teen hangout spaces in addition to the
regularly scheduled events of the year.
I am excited about the possibility of PacYM hiring an administrative assistant. The work of keeping
documents and committees organized, and everyone in our community up-to-date is definitely a
full-time job that deserves compensation. As we move into the technological era, it’s clear that this
communications-based work is necessary in not only maintaining communication among our
existing cohort, but also in mindfully expanding and growing our community to include both new
and younger people. Submitted by Rebekah Percy, Interim YPC
March 2021-June 2021: Keenan Lorenzato
In my short time as YPC I have embarked on a variety of tasks. I came into this role as a member of
the Communications Committee, as such the need for the directory to be up and running is more
apparent than ever before. As Rebekah stated, an administrative assistant will be gratefully
welcomed, as will the database manager. There was a lot to learn stepping into this role. The basics
of communication and committee structure is not complicated, but is diverse and thus takes a bit of
time to acclimate to. I have enjoyed it but my real excitement is in the return to non pandemic
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times. It’s easy to remember the joy of gatherings and fellowship, and to reminisce and get giddy
over that happening once again.
Getting up to speed with all the committees took me a little longer than expected as so many
Quakers are doing so much! The YM children’s program is providing small in-person gatherings
after the annual session. The quarterly children’s and teen committees have been actively working
on programming both virtual and in person, and collaborating together. The teen group has a large
number of youth graduating this year and moving up to the YAF ranks. The YAF group is excited to
welcome in this next generational wave and planned multiple YAF-packing (backpacking) trips
supported by the Youth Programs Fund. All these, and many more things, are in the works as is the
transition from zoom back to in person gatherings.
The questions of How do we gather safely? How do we create space for those of us who for
whatever reason will remain unvaccinated? How do we enhance our programs and offerings? And
What do we do first? All are continually being discerned in this work. While the vaccines have been
around they are just now available to youth and so it is just now that restrictions on youth events
are lifted. I have crafted a Friendly Responsible Adult (FRAP) training and hope to capture new
recruits for youth work and bolster our events beyond the typical quarterly meetings of youth
throughout the fall and winter.
While the joy of summer is present now, planning successful events especially with mind to safety
takes time. I ask for your support in taking the time to plan these events well, rather than launching
headfirst into a return to normalcy. One upcoming challenge is an age buble in JYM will leave that
group with few aged 15-18 who have typically been the leaders of that group. If you know someone
that age keep a look out for our events and please encourage them to attend. In the coming months I
hope to see the database near completion, streamline youth event coms and registrations, host
events and gatherings, and get to know all of you a little better. Looking forward to serving the
community in this way,
Keenan
LIST OF YPCC MEMBERS Alby Penney, Alvaro Alvarado, Barbara Babin, Gail Eastwood (Ministry
Liaison, ex officio) Keenan Lorenzato (YPC as of March 2021, ex officio) Kiernan Colby, Nancy
Mellor, Nathan Secrest, Rebekah Percy, (Interim YPC through March 2021, ex officio) Melissa
Lovett-Adair (Clerk)
Submitted by Melissa Lovett-Adair, Clerk
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Friends Committee on Legislation of California Representative
Report to Annual Session 2021
SUMMARY
In this first year of the 2021-2022 two-year session of the California legislature, FCLCA joined in
coalition with other advocacy and faith-based groups to lobby in the areas of economic justice,
racial justice, criminal justice reform, and environmental protection. To find out more visit our
updated website at fclca.org.
REPORT
In response to growing need to advocate for just laws and a shrinking income stream, last year
FCLCA optimized our organizational model to reduce expenses and increase the impact of Friends
in the legislature. It’s working! Of course, we will always need you to support us with your voice
and donations so we can amplify our message of love and justice, but together we are succeeding as
an important presence in the capitol. Our staff, Kevan Insko and Dale Richter, and contract lobbyist,
Jim Lindburg, lobbied on 89 bills already this session and 65 are moving forward. Over 500 of you
sent more than a thousand messages on our Action Network. There are many ways to lobby for the
causes you are passionate about. At this point in the pandemic, we still have not planned an “in
person” Lobby Day but when that is a safe option, we will announce it through our meeting
representatives. If you would like tips on advocating, see our Bring Your Voice publication.
Though many things have changed since the founding of FCLCA in 1952, there is still a dire need for
our work and participation in democracy. California often leads the nation in proposing legislation
to improve life for all, which fits with Friends calling to move toward love and justice. The spirit is
moving through FCLCA and our original statement of purpose remains a testament to our continued
movement.
“We are moved not by political allegiance to party or platform, but by religious faith which teaches
that love of God and love of neighbor are inseparable….”
The support of Friends Meetings and individual Friends meant we could lobby for strong measures
in the state budget and important bills to address equity in California. The state budget is a
statement of our values and priorities as Californians. We are actively engaged in budget advocacy
on these issues, among others:
Health for All –Medi-Cal inclusion for undocumented seniors
Additional supplemental paid sick leave for those affected by COVID-19
Protected wage replacement for paid family leave and state disability insurance
Free School Meals for All, so that no child goes hungry at school or when schools are closed
in an emergency
Tenant rental assistance for those affected by the pandemic
Support for closing prisons and increasing investment in re-entry services and restorative
justice
Removing the Medi-Cal asset test
Increased investments in climate change mitigation
Prioritizing the needs of children, childcare, and services in the budget as part of the
Children’s Movement and End Child Poverty in California Campaign
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Below are a sample of the priority bills that are moving forward this year.
AB 256 - Racial Justice Act for All – makes retroactive the extension of civil rights
protections in California courts to all people charged or convicted of a crime using racial
bias
AB 478 - Establishes minimum recycled content of plastic containers to curb plastic
pollution
SB 222 – Establishes Water Rate Assistance Fund to help with affordability of drinking
water and wastewater services for people experiencing economic hardship
AB 4 – Expands eligibility for Medi-Cal to income eligible residents, regardless of
immigration status
SB 17 - Defines racism as public health issue and establishes Office of Racial Equity
SB 2 – Establishes statewide police decertification process
AB 1177 – Establishes the BankCal public banking system
SB 62 – Protects garment workers from wage theft
AB 1041 - Allows job protected leave for extended and chosen family members

If you are interested in becoming an FCLCA representative to your meeting, please contact
Vicki Carroll.
The PacYM Representative to FCLCA is Vicki Carroll.
The FCLCA Board of Directors consists of James Alexander, Steve Birdlebough, Peggy Craik, Ellen
Eggers, Shannon Fredianni, George Gastil, George Millikan, and Vicki Carroll, clerk.
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Friends Committee on National Legislation Representative
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SUMMARY
Friends connected with FCNL have been extremely active since last year’s PYM gathering in
lobbying and other efforts of FCNL’s to achieve “the world we seek.”
FCNL’s Annual Meeting
For the first time in FCNL’s 77 years of history, its Annual Meeting was held virtually rather than on
Capitol Hill. Some 88 Friends from California, Nevada, and Hawaii attended the Annual Meeting
November 14-17, 2020. Most were from Pacific Yearly Meeting. As in the past, those who attend the
Annual Meeting spend one day lobbying their congressional representatives and senators. This year
there were a total of 28 lobby visits by Friends from those three states during the Annual Meeting.
In those visits, Friends advocated for the George Floyd police reform bill.
FCNL has announced that its 2021 Annual Meeting will also be held virtually, November 17-20.
FCNL Advocacy Teams
For the past five years, FCNL has encouraged Friends to launch local groups, called Advocacy
Teams, to lobby on issues identified by FCNL staff. FCNL provides training and support for these
teams. There are now more than 200 Advocacy Team members in 10 different districts in California
and Nevada. Specifically, there are teams in Berkeley, Davis, Irvine, Pasadena, Sacramento, San Jose,
Santa Cruz, Santa Monica, Sonoma, and Las Vegas. In the past year, these teams have conducted a
total of 43 lobby visits (not including the ones held during the Annual Meeting). This year’s issue
has been the repeal of the 2001 and 2002 Authorization of Military Force legislation which has been
used to justify the numerous US interventions in countries throughout the world.
The local Advocacy Teams are part of FCNL’s nationwide network of 120 teams with approximately
2,000 members. Team members throughout the country meet monthly via Zoom with FCNL staff
and special guests to learn more about the issues and exchange stories and tips on becoming more
effective lobbyists.
All members of PacYM’s FCNL Representatives attended FCNL’s Annual Meeting: Michelle Shields
(Honolulu), Allison Kirkegaard (Claremont), Carolyn Levering (Santa Cruz), Klara East
(Sacramento), Mary Klein (Palo Alto), Robert Levering (Santa Cruz), Convener.
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SUMMARY
Since the Annual Meeting, your two Friends General Conference (FGC) representatives attended the
FGC Central Committee Meeting in October and three FGC Executive Committee Meetings in
addition to other committee meetings on which your representatives serve (Michelle on Long
Range Planning Committee, Don on Finance Committee, and Christian and Interfaith Relations
Committee).
FGC Executive Committee September 25-26
Don Kewman attended the Executive Committee as a guest and rising member representing PacYM.
Michelle Bellows already served on the Executive Committee.
FGC Central Committee Meeting October 16-18
Unity was reached to hold a virtual annual Gathering again this year from June 27-July 3, 2021.
The Annual Budget was approved with continued long term unsustainable draws from reserves to
meet expenses.
Central Committee approved the appointment of your representative, Michelle Bellows, as Clerk of
the Long Range Planning Committee. Don Kewman’s appointment to the Executive Committee
representing PacYM was approved.
FGC Executive Committee January 29-30
Don Kewman’s nomination as Clerk of the Finance Committee for a 9 month term was approved.
2020 was a challenging year programmatically and financially for the organization. However, the
requirement to use Virtual conferencing resulted in many new programs and connections forged.
The launching of a Capital Campaign in 2021-2022 was approved. Long Range Planning Committee,
Michelle Bellows reported on planning for the 2021 virtual Gathering and the face-to-face
gatherings in 2022 and 2023. The 2023 gathering at Western Oregon University will be hosted by
PacYM.
FGC’s Central Committee, including all of its subcommittees and Executive Committee, continues its
practice of testing each decision with the query that arose out of the 2018 Institutional Assessment:
“How does this decision support FGC in its goal to become an actively anti-racist faith community?”
FGC Executive Committee May 1
FGC is embarking soon on the previously approved $2.4 million Capital Campaign. Most of the
requests for donations to the campaign will occur over the next two years. Approximately $1
million raised will be used to create an endowment to help offset expenses of holding the Gathering.
The remainder will be used for shorter term program needs over the next 3-5 years.
Carl Magruder of PacYM has been appointed as the FGC delegate to the World Council of Churches
2022 Assembly in Germany and will also serve on the Christian and Interfaith Relations Committee
of FGC.
An emerging priority of FGC is to find more ways that affiliated monthly and yearly meetings can
connect and communicate through FGC. A vision for this endeavor was presented for initial
discussion by the Yearly and Monthly Meeting Connector Working Group.
PacYM representatives to FGC are Michelle Bellows (Strawberry Creek) and Don Kewman
(Sacramento).
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SUMMARY
Friends Peace Teams (FPT) seeks resources from the Yearly Meeting in terms of volunteers and
modest annual financial support. Can the Yearly Meeting see its way forward to an annual
budgeted item of support? Founded in 1993 by North American Yearly Meetings, including PacYM,
the various peace ministries and projects work throughout the world in the U.S.
REPORT
Friends Peace Teams is a Spirit-led organization working to develop long-term relationships with
communities in conflict around the world to create programs for peace building, healing and
reconciliation. I am finishing my first year as PacYM Representative during a year of the pandemic
that has not led Friends Peace Teams to cut back on its peace ministries. I have been joined by
Susan Hopkins of Grass Valley and long-time FPT former Representative Gay Howard of Central
Coast. Both have been active with the Friendly Book Collaborative (explore the various projects at
https://friendspeaceteams.org/about/). FPT seeks more volunteers who might help out in
Indonesia, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Colombia, Ecuador, Kenya, Rwanda, Lebanon,
Philippines, Chechnya, Nepal, Korea (Jeju Island), and Malaysia. Not to speak of work in the U.S.
I began my service by joining the Working Towards Right Relationship with Indigenous Peoples
(Aug 10 - Oct 26, 2020), a Six-Part Webinar Series co-sponsored by Pendle Hill, Canadian Friends
Service Committee, Decolonizing Quakers, and Friends Peace Teams/Toward Right Relationship
with Native Peoples. These were powerful workshops with several hundred participants. This led
me to join the Toward Right Relationship Advisory Committee (only three of us) besides attending
the FPT Council monthly meetings. FPT, like many Quaker bodies in the U.S., is engaging in antiracism and decolonizing work this year (and going forward).
Friends should consider subscribing to the TRR Newsletter, the recent one focusing on Secretary of
the Interior Haaland’s work to identify the names of the Boarding School children buried at various
sites. See https://friendspeaceteams.org/trr/#trrnews to subscribe to this monthly newsletter.
I wish to relate one story among many of the work FPT does. In Chechnya (Russia) they work with
schools who are dealing with trauma from the wars around the world and formerly in Chechnya.
One boy who recently returned from Syria with his family, spoke only Arabic but read English.
Trying to integrate into a Chechen school class as an “outsider,” he participated in FPT school
exercises that allowed him to read the class Russian-language story in English. This relaxed him
enough to begin speaking halting Russian later in class. https://friendspeaceteams.org/pog-inschools-in-chechnya/
Whether its reading stories for use in classes around the world, or assisting AVP workshops in a
Colombia with growing conflict, or helping with hurricane relief efforts n El Salvador, Honduras,
Guatemala, there is much to do. I, myself, would love to see Toward Right Relationship with
Indigenous People workshops be developed for our own Yearly Meeting’s relationships with
indigenous in Nevada, California, Hawaii, Guatemala, and Mexico. A long-term project, but possible
with PacYM support.
Thank you for supporting me as your representative.
Stephen McNeil (Strawberry Creek)
FPT Spring 2021 Epistle (a video): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qpstz2piIo8
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INTRODUCTION
About Friends United Meeting (from the FUM website)
The Friends United Meeting community stretches far and wide across the globe. We are a collection
of Christ-centered Quakers, embracing thirty-seven Yearly Meetings and Associations, thousands of
local gatherings and hundreds of thousands of individuals.
Joined together through our shared experience of God and united in common ministries, we form a
beloved fellowship that is powerfully at work in our local areas and through cross-cultural service.
From the Caribbean to Palestine, Africa to North America and scattered places in between, FUM is
building a global partnership in a season of history when much of the world is being stretched and
strained by cultural, political, and geographic differences. An important part of our work and
witness is to express the love and peace of Christ with one another, believing God is transforming
us into a people who are more lovely and whole than we could ever be on our own. As we are
powerfully energized by the Holy Spirit, equipped for faithful service and leadership, and deeply
connected to one another, we experience a unity that transcends our diversity.
Four ministry priorities shape the ways we serve the FUM Community—Leadership and Resource
Development, Evangelism, Communication, and Global Partnership.
TRIENNIAL 2021 Report
The first day of Triennial was “travel” to 2 destinations of your choice: Kaimosi, Kenya to the
Friends Theological College; Samburu and Turkana to learn about Friends work among pastoralist
(nomadic) Friends; Ramallah Friends School in Palestine; Friends Church Peace Team work to
reconcile communities and support victims of violence; Living Letters program of travel in the
ministry for service, prayer, learning, solidarity, discernment, encouragement, and more; Belize City
Friends Centre-School and Church.
I chose Ramallah Friends School and Belize. In Ramallah, the new Head, a third generation alumnus,
gave a tour and spoke of their witness in challenging times. In Belize, the Friends Center is run by a
missionary from the U.S. and one from Africa. Their school provides remedial assistance to children
who were not able to pass an entrance test for high school. Most of their students have learning
disabilities that were not addressed in primary school. Most of their students are eventually able to
attend high school or they are given vocational training. The Centre is providing a safe place for
youth in a city with serious gang violence and human trafficking problems.
Staff reports to Triennial included their visions for Quaker renewal, leadership development in
North America and Africa. Also the opportunities and challenges of moving communications
increasingly in to electronic communications.
The appointment of a Sustainability Task Force was approved to assist with financial sustainablilty
of various ministries. The purpose is for this Task Force to be a core group with local members
added to address a particular ministries needs. A new pathway was approved for smaller Quaker
groups and local meetings to apply for membership in FUM. This was in response to many new
African Friends meetings being established by immigrants to North America.
“Finally, Friends approved the location for the next Triennial sessions in 2023. God willing, si Dios
quiere, Inshallah, Mungo Akipenda….Friends will gather for the 2023 Triennial in Kisumu, Kenya.”
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This Friend has already experienced, through FWCC, the opportunity to visit Quakers in Africa. It
was an experience that I highly recommend. I am hopeful that someone from Pacific Yearly Meeting
might be called to attend the FUM Triennial in Africa in 2023.
Some years ago, FUM approved a minute about FUM employees/volunteers that was a great
concern to PYM in regard to homosexuality. In response, PYM decided to stop an annual donation to
FUM, but to continue to send a PYM Representative to FUM Triennials.
After the 2023 Triennial, I contacted a Friend from FUM to get an update about that minute. The
minute had caused considerable concern within FUM as well. The minute was discussed at each
FUM executive committee from 2002 to 2005. There was no unity to remove the policy and no unity
to reaffirm the policy. It has been generally accepted that unity would not be reached and the
matter has not been revisited.
Details can be found at: https://nyym.org/content/timeline-crisis-points-fum-personnel-policy
Faithfully submitted,
Donna Higgins Smith
Pacific Yearly Meeting
Representative to Friends United Meeting Triennial 2021
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SUMMARY
This last year has been busy for FWCC representatives. There were two large gatherings: a regional
meeting in September of 2020 and the Section meeting in March of 2021. At both the attenders
experienced the special joy of an FWCC gathering. In this report, we will share our experiences
with FWCC this year.
Our Report
To understand the joy of an FWCC gathering requires an understanding of FWCC and its mission.
That, in turn, requires knowledge of the makeup of the Society of Friends. We are a worldwide
Society and include people from North America, Latin America, Africa, Europe, Middle East, East
Asia and the West Pacific. There are four different types of Quakers: Liberal, Conservative, Friends
Church, and Evangelical. Evangelical Friends brought people from Latin America and Africa into the
family of Friends. The FWCC is made up of four sections and we are part of the Section of the
Americas. The Section of the Americas describes its task as “Connecting Friends, crossing cultures,
changing lives.” On the surface we are quite different. Some worship the way that Protestants do.
Some are Christocentric and lean on the Bible. We speak different languages, come from different
cultures and include the economic scale from rich to poor. Our experience is that when we meet
together, we are one in heart, and Spirit moves powerfully among us.
In September we had a meeting of the Southwest Region, which includes Pacific Yearly Meeting,
Intermountain Yearly Meeting, and the Western Association of Friends, which is made up of the
friend’s churches in Berkeley and Whittier. IMYM includes the four corners states. Emelyn Buskirk
organized this gathering as part of her role as regional coordinator. Because Mexico City meeting is
part of PacYM, the event was fully bilingual, which means using consecutive translation. We were
inspired by our keynote speaker, Myron Guachalla from Bolivia. Myron owns a music shop, and he
describes himself in several ways: musician, entrepreneur. But for him, the most important word is
“Quaker”. He shared some of his experiences of colorism in Bolivia. We got to know each other in
small groups with translators so that Spanish speakers and English speakers could communicate.
The gathering was an experience of connecting Friends and crossing cultures.
The Section of the Americas consists of the entire Western Hemisphere, from Alaska to the Andes.
We met in March of 2021, and meeting on ZOOM was a plus for us because more Friends from Latin
America were able to attend. In total, twice as many attended than when we met in person, with
most of the increase coming from Spanish speaking countries. Spanish and English were used
equally to communicate. Sometimes the program was in Spanish with translation into English. This
is how Bible study was conducted. Sometimes it was the other way around. Bible study is a good
example of people of different cultures studying together. Our leader was pastor Manuel Guzman of
the Friends Church in Ciudad Victoria, Mexico. He had studied in an evangelical seminary in
Mexico, then later attended Earlham School of Religion, a Quaker seminary. Participation by others,
including Kevin Mortimer, a professor of religion and philosophy from Barclay College in Kansas,
made it a rich experience.
Sarah Hernandez spoke to us on the topic “To change it one must name it.” She recommended that
we become aware of our own internalized racism and colonialism in order to name the injustice.
She also reminded us of the importance of rest, self-care, and making room to find joy. We need to
let the Light guide us in the change. There is work to be done and continuing long term effort is
required.
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Everyone enjoyed a feast of Latinex culture. There were several talent events and Latin Americans
were in charge. At on event we heard from a group of young people who were singing in Aymara, a
Native American language of Bolivia and Peru. What a joy it was to see people from so far away who
were sharing their talent. Another place of sharing was the home groups, which are like our
worship--sharing groups. Our time together ended with programmed worship from a Friends
Church in El Salvador. The service included music from “Mensajeras de la Paz” (Messengers of
Peace). They were from Bolivia, and they praised God in the style of the Andes. As we heard pastor
Nelson Ayala speak. we knew that despite our different languages and cultures we are one big
Quaker family.
Hulda Muaka has been involved in the Travelling Ministry Corp. Its task is to send ministers to visit
meetings and churches, and the pandemic brought real challenges. However, new opportunities
opened as we explored virtual visits and gatherings. The FWCC goal of connecting Friends and
building bridges was achieved in new ways. We realize that to go forward we realize that collective
effort is required to us these new tools. In Latin America, the TMC organized online separate
conferences for women, for men, and for youth. In North America we are continuing with weekly
worship, prayer on request, and book discussion.
We would like to invite you to an opportunity to get a taste of the wide world of Quakerism
yourselves. World Quaker Day will be celebrated by meetings and churches around the world on
Sunday, October 3, 2021. Your event can be as small or large as you like. Emelyn once gave a fiveminute slide show. Just go to the “World Quaker Day 2021” website to get started.
PacYM’s Representatives to FWCC are Emelyn Buskirk and Hulda Muaka.
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Spring Steering Committee Meeting of Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW)
This is the second occasion that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, I attended the gathering via Zoom,
previous registration with a suggested payment. Similar to last October, we were about 50 Friends
from the United States, Canada, and Mexico. The title of the gathering reflected the idea of
inclusivity and our current challenges: “Imagining and Earth for all: spirit into action.” Mary
Jo’s service as presiding clerk was very good: allowing the participants the chance to be heard, to
have time to reflect and express their ideas. In the 4 meetings for worship for business there was a
good balance between the flow of information, discernment and decision making. In the first one
the emphasis was on “Including our Vision, Witness and Aspirations.” The worship sharing sessions
provided enriching and rewarding interaction . I enjoy listening to others’ perspectives and deep
thoughts and feelings; reminder of the advice of “to know each other in that what is eternal.” One of
the queries was: What are the guideposts/signs that show us that we are moving faithfully towards
the world we want?
The Standing Committees issued reports and discernments: a) Spiritual Nurturance (gives
attention to the need that QEW activities be spiritually grounded), it provided inspiring thoughts,
and poems, like this one from Aldo Leopold: “When we see land as a community to which we
belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect. ”b) Publications (review of content,
publication and distribution of printed materials, including BeFriending Creation newsletter,
booklets, overseeing social media sites and Website [https://www.quakerearthcare.org/ ]), c)
Finance and Development (fiscal and accounting policies), d) Outreach (encourages
participation, communication, and/or financial contributions and to stay in two-way
communication with one another), e) Nominating (brings forward names for positions).
Shelley Tannenbaum, General Secretary, and Hayley Hathaway, Communications Coordinator,
presented their reports. Most of them were shared in “Advance Documents.” The working groups
and projects have concrete, ongoing programs but do not necessarily directly support the
administrative operations or the spiritual life of QEW: 1. Sustainability Faith and Action (assists
Friends to discern their concerns, lift up and support leadings, and sustain and nourish witness
moving into action). 2. Mini-grants (matches grant to support projects that benefit the
environment). 3. No name (without a clerk or agenda, sitting in silence, seek the larger truths that
inform our environmental work). 4. Population (impact of population and its growth on the Earth).
5. United Nations (environmental justice linked to UN programs and policies). 6. Friends
Committee on National Legislation (the work of FCNL’s Energy and Environmental program).
Mini-grants Working Group prepared a slide show with several photos about projects that received
financial support in many parts of the world. This year Mary Coelho, active member of QEW,
presented her recent book about nature, physics and spirituality: The Depth of Our Belonging:
Mysticism, Physics and Healing. Also Hayley Hathaway and Pamela Haines shared the
presentation and discussion “Envision or perish: what we must start imagining the world we
want”, they mentioned that we were called to live up to this time, as people of faith with spiritual
stamina, interfaith work is very important, as well as international embracement of the concept of
Mother’s Nature. I enjoyed very much attending this gathering of hard working and committed
Friends. I also learned about Quaker process in an enriching experience and it is also a source of
hope in difficult times.
The PacYM Representative to QEW is Paty Constantino, Mexico City Monthly Meeting.
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Western Friend is a growing and changing project which, like everything else, was tipped one way
and another during this year of pandemic. Its governing Board consists of three appointed
members from each of three Yearly Meetings—PYM, IMYM and NPYM-- and meets normally three
times a year in weekend sessions hosted by monthly meetings, and at other times online. Of course,
this was a year of Zoom meetings all around, and the Board thus missed out on its regular visits to
monthly meetings and the resulting opportunity to experience a bit of each of the Yearly Meetings it
represents. But on the other hand, there was energy and creativity at work in the Board and at
editor Mary Klein’s desk. Western Friend’s financial condition remained strong, subscription
numbers held steady, and new and continuing additional features broadened the reach of Western
Friend: the new “Extra Extra” online bulletin allowed Friends to easily share news about their
meeting life and concerns, the “Western Friend Connect” feature made zoom rooms available,
hosted a weekly worship time, and offered a number of presentation and discussion sessions
[Quakers in Public Life, with a panel of Friends presenting their experience, will be offered August
7th and 12th] and “Western Friend Discussion Community” allowed Friends to initiate and
participate in online discussions of current concerns. Yes, much more than a magazine, though the
magazine continues to provide a forum and common reading for Friends in the West and beyond. If
all this is new to the reader, a tour of the web site will provide a review of these features and many
other resources—back issues, memorial minutes, books for sale, annual session photos, and more.
The three appointees from Pacific Yearly Meeting: Nancy Wilkinson from Strawberry Creek
Meeting, Kate Connell from Santa Barbara Meeting, and Jim Anderson from Chico Meeting, are
active and engaged Board members and will be glad to talk with Friends about this work—seek us
out. Our Yearly Meeting contributes generously each year to support the magazine and the many
other dimensions of Western Friend. In addition, of course, subscription fees provide a good
portion of the needed financial support, as well as do many individual and monthly meeting
donations. Indeed, the widespread support and generosity of PYM Friends is an expression not
only of a recognition of financial need, but of a sense of community investment and personal
connection to this work. Like many Friends’ undertakings, this one is part of a relationship, a
covenant, a community at work in reshaping the world. It depends on faith, imagination, the
sharing of resources, and the vison of a great people gathered. Much of the work in ministry
represented by it is invisible, but the many fruits shared are rich and provocative, pleasing and eye
opening, an important part of who we are.
The annual report of Western Friend is included in this set of documents also, so a thorough review
of the work, finances, and resources of the project are available there. Many from our Yearly
Meeting have published in Western Friend, the memorial minutes of those who have left us are
there for review, and photos of the annual sessions you have attended will provide pleasing
occasions for a re-visit. We encourage all in our yearly meeting to enjoy, appreciate, support, and
participate in the work of Western Friend.
-- Jim Anderson
The PacYM Representatives on the board of directors of Friends Bulletin Corporation (publisher of
Western Friend magazine) are Nancy Wilkinson, Kate Connell, and Jim Anderson (convener).
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