
Western Friend Annual Report – FY2021 
with reflections from early 2022 
 

 
 
SUMMARY 

During the second year of the Covid pandemic, Western Friend provided Friends in the West with crucial 
resources for staying connected with each other despite “social distancing.” Our weekly email 
newsletter – Extra Extra Western Friend – became increasingly important to Friends for publishing their 
urgent and/or time-urgent messages. Our videoconferencing platform hosted several well-attended 
online conversations – concerning, for example, the future of the American Friends Service Committee, 
current work by Quakers on state prisons, and the relevance of our Peace Testimony to Friends’ 
perspectives on the war in Ukraine. Our new monthly audio series, Western Friend Podcast, began 
publishing keynote talks from annual sessions and interviews with Western Friend authors for anyone 
who enjoys good audio programming – thanks to our partnership with Soul Force Ones podcasters. 
Finally, we continued to publish high quality, original material in our six-times-a-year magazine. 
 
REPORT 

FY 2021 Financials 

Western Friend continues to remain financially strong. Many of our individual supporters were especially 
generous during a year of market growth and travel restrictions – leaving some Friends with more 
savings on hand than usual, which many generously shared with us. Also, we were especially fortunate 
to receive an offer of a “matching grant,” which motivated us to actively solicit thousands of dollars in 
new contributions that could be “matched” – and were! 
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We continue to be on track towards providing our editor with a “competitive” salary package by FY2024, 
defined as the mean average of “editor” salaries in seven Western states, measured by the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. We also continue to expand our use of web-based resources and our budget for them. 

Our board-designated reserves have been invested with Friends Fiduciary since June 2017. These 
increased steadily in value until early 2022, when their value decreased for the first time. On balance, 
though, the value of these investments remains far greater than the amount required by our board 
policy – to hold a sum equal to six months of essential operating expenses in a reserve fund. 

A summary of our financial standing in FY2021 is included at the end of this document.  
 
Magazine 

Western Friend (westernfriend.org/magazine) continues to produce and distribute a magazine six times 
a year, which reflects the deep conversations and reflections of Friends in the West about topics that 
concern us today. From July 2021 through June 2022, we published 94 articles, commentaries, poems, 
and reviews in our print publication – as well as dozens of “letters to the editor” and 22 new additions to 
our Online Library (westernfriend.org/library). During the year ahead, Friends are invited to contribute 
works concerning any of the following themes: Science, Conflict, Perception, Loss, Abundance, Healers, 
and Seeds. 

The vast majority of subscriptions to Western Friend are set up through “group subscriptions,” organized 
within individual monthly meetings. Merely five subscribers are enough to count as a “group,” which 
provides a huge assist to Western Friend’s operations, and earns for the group’s members a small discount 
on the prices of their magazines. Please, if you can help organize a “group subscription” in your own 
meeting, contact: editor@westernfriend.org. 
 
Books 
Western Friend continues to fulfill orders for the books that we publish, most notably the three books of 
Faith and Practice written by “our three” yearly meetings – Intermountain, North Pacific, and Pacific. We 
provide bulk discounts to Quaker meetings. Go to our website to learn more (westernfriend.org/books). 
 
Website 
Western Friend’s website serves as an information hub for all our activities (westernfriend.org). In 
addition to the website’s role in promoting our magazine and books, it is also our platform for publishing 
a broad range of web-only content: 

Extra Extra Western Friend:  Browse our archive of news items published since March 2020. 
This year’s items are sorted by Yearly Meeting, by Type of News, and by Topic of News. Older 
news items are sorted only by Topic. (westernfriend.org/extra-extra-western-friend). 

Online Worship:  Explore a long list of Quaker meetings throughout the West that invite 
“Friends Everywhere” to join them in online worship (westernfriend.org/quaker-worship-and-
fellowship-online). 

Community Directory:  Turn to our listing of key contact information for “every” monthly 
meeting and worship group affiliated with IMYM, NPYM, and PacYM. (We do our best to keep 
this current.) Let us know if you see anything in this list that needs correcting: 
(https://westernfriend.org/community). 

Memorial Minutes:  After each summer’s set of annual sessions, we collect all the memorial 
minutes that monthly meetings have shared with their yearly meetings that summer, and we 
publish all those memorials on our website (https://westernfriend.org/memorials). These 
memorial minutes are searchable by name, date of death, and meeting. All monthly meetings 
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 in IMYM, NPYM, and PacYM are invited to submit memorial minutes directly to Western Friend 
for online publication. 

 
Governance 

The Board of Directors of Western Friend consists of three members appointed by each of three yearly 
meetings, resulting in a board of nine members. As of May 2022, those members are:  
 

Lucretia Humphrey, Great Falls Worship Group, (Clerk) 
Nancy Wilkinson, Strawberry Creek Meeting, PacYM (Recording Clerk) 
Steve Finger, Flagstaff Meeting (Treasurer) 
Kate Connell, Santa Barbara Meeting, PacYM 
Mary Hansen, Bellingham Meeting, NPYM 
Tom Head, Chico Meeting, PacYM 
Nancy Marshall, Phoenix Meeting, IMYM 
Jay Thatcher, Corvallis Meeting, NPYM 
Molly Wingate, Colorado Springs Meeting, IMYM 
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