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MINUTES
Action Minutes
The following minutes were approved during Plenary V.
AS 2022-01:
We approved the proposed budget, including increases to reserve caps. The budget this year
includes travel to the FUM Triennial, which is in Kenya next year.
AS 2022-02:
We appoint the Friends named on the Nominating Committee slate presented to this plenary,
which is attached [Attachment 5].
AS 2022-03:
Given the nature and duties of the Holding Corporation and the availability of Friends for service
to the Yearly Meeting, the Nominating Committee proposes reducing the number of members of
the corporation to 4. The By-Laws state that there shall be no less than 6 members “including the
Presiding Clerk and the Treasurer”. Four listed members plus the Clerk and Treasurer will make
the required 6.
AS 2022-04:
We approve continuing the experiment regarding minutes of concern for an additional two years.
PSO will no longer bring Minutes to AS for discernment.
1. Minutes of concern may be initiated by any Monthly Meeting, by a major Quaker organization
(e.g., FCNL, FCLCA, AFSC), or PacYM committee or affinity group. A minute of concern can
be strengthened by the inclusion of planned actions in the text.
2. A Minute of concern initiated by a Monthly Meeting will be brought to PSO, which will
distribute it to all Monthly Meetings within PacYM. In the event a minute is initiated by a major
Quaker organization or other PacYM committee or affinity group and is relevant to the work of
PSO, PSO will also support the distribution of these minutes to Monthly Meetings. Monthly
Meetings may then consider their stand on the issue raised, discern whether to approve the
minute as is, or approve a minute of their own.
3. We ask that all Monthly Meetings which approve minutes of concern:
a) send letters to the editor and other local news sources and take concrete actions in the world
to amplify the message and expand public awareness of the issue,
b) reflect on and take actions realigning our own personal thinking and Quaker patterns and
structures purposefully integrating the ideals of our minutes,
c) let PSO know what actions they have taken, so that we can track the movement of the Spirit
among us. PSO will post on the PacYM website.
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The following minutes were approved during Plenary VI.
AS 2022-05:
Pacific Yearly Meeting will cover the costs for no more than two representatives to attend an inperson annual meeting of a Friends’ Organization (other than members of the Board of Western
Friend / Friends Bulletin). Virtual Representatives may be appointed who do not travel. All
representatives – traveling and virtual – are expected to participate as fully as they are able.
AS 2022-06:
The following steps will be taken to assure that changes in service descriptions are current and
accessible and that necessary or intended tasks (as indicated in prior service descriptions) are not
revised or removed without attention and deliberate cause.
1. The Administrative Assistant or appropriate committee or officer will post the service
descriptions where they can be easily found.
2. The Nominating Committee will point out the Service Description to the relevant committee
or officer at the beginning of their term.
3. The service description will be reviewed by the relevant friend or committee for accuracy of
intent and probability of achievement.
4. The relevant person or committee will recommend to the nominating committee revisions to
provide a useful guide to new appointees and an instrument of expectation and accountability to
the yearly meeting.
5. The Nominating Committee will review these recommendations to assure continuity of the
services expected by the yearly meeting and to inform nominees of the expectations.
6. The Nominating Committee will report to the administrative assistant or appropriate
committee/officer any changes for updating on the Pacific Yearly Meeting website.
7. The updates will include the date of the revisions and who was on the recommending
committee or in that office when it was revised.
If the Nominating Committee feels that the recommended revisions do not maintain a service
that is expected by the Yearly Meeting, the changes may be brought to the Yearly Meeting for
discernment and action.
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Plenary I: Opening Plenary
Friday, July 22
We gathered at approximately 6:35pm in silent worship.
Welcome
Clerk Laura Magnani (Strawberry Creek) welcomed us all, both in person and over Zoom.
This week is an experiment, we are trying lots of new things. It will not be perfect, things will go
wrong, and it will still be wonderful. We are here to create the beloved community.
Roll Call
Assistant to the Clerk Heather Levien (Berkeley) led roll call [Attachment 1] and welcomed visitors
from other groups. Vanessa Julye from Friends General Conference had intended to be here, but could
not make it due to the tragic murder of her nephew. We held her and her family in the light in a minute
of silence.
Land Acknowledgement
Indigenous Concerns Subcommittee clerk Leslie Zondervan-Droz, (Humboldt) led us in a land
acknowledgement [Attachment 2], asking us what we might do both to acknowledge the land but also
to move beyond land acknowledgement, taking action to address the many impacts and wounds of
colonization.
Mount Madonna Center Welcome
Prabha Pacey, executive director of Mount Madonna Center, welcomed us to the site. There are many
similarities between the Mount Madonna and Quaker communities. We are welcomed to the land and
to the space. There is a multigenerational community that has lived here for 40 years, there is a school,
and a temple which attracts many worshipers. We are asked to be careful about fire safety, and to
conserve water.
Covid Safety Committee
Committee member Mico Sorrel (Strawberry Creek) gave a safety report. The decision whether to
move forward or cancel was a close one. There may be a Covid case here, but we are committed to
minimizing the risk. Meals are likely to be the riskiest activity of the week. Honor that this time is a
wondrous opportunity. Treat it with respect and return home with a full heart. All 100+ people who
stopped by the Covid table tested negative.
Worship Guidelines
A document explaining guidelines for worship [Attachment 3] is in the advance packet, and we are
urged to read them.
Children’s Program
Children’s Program Committee co-clerk Rhea Farley (Strawberry Creek) has Covid and was not able to
be here in person. A number of people will be filling in, including Laura Adair (Central Coast) and
Keenan Lorenzato (Davis). The children’s program is about 11 students, ranging in age from 5 to 12,
and a number of teachers.
Junior Yearly Meeting
Faith Cantu (Santa Cruz), the only teen member of Junior Yearly Meeting Committee briefly
introduced the program and the teens. Nine teens were present in person at the plenary session.
Arrangements
Arrangements Committee clerk Bronwen Hillman (Mexico City) wore one of her many fabulous hats
as she introduced arrangements concerns for the week. The Arrangements Committee has gotten to
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know all of us through our preferences and needs. Jan Turner (Humboldt), food coordinator, explained
the food program and how to accommodate dietary needs. Andrea Harman (Palo Alto) is hoping for
more help to build her Zoom team.
Recording clerk Raph Levien (Berkeley) read the minutes, which were approved after minor
corrections.

Plenary II: Keynote Panel
Saturday, July 23
We gathered at approximately 10:30 am in silent worship.
Welcome
Clerk Laura Magnani (Strawberry Creek) invited Friends to introduce themselves who were not at last
night’s roll call. A number of Friends introduced themselves, both in person and on Zoom.
The Clerk invited visitors from outside the Yearly Meeting to introduce themselves. Bridget Moix is
the Friends Committee on National Legislation’s General Secretary and a member of Washington, DC
Monthly Meeting.
The Clerk read the letter of introduction for the three FCNL staff members who are attending this
session. The introductory letter is attached to these minutes. [Attachment 4]
The plenary agendas for the week are available on the PacYM web site. However, the agenda keeps
changing. The Clerk read this plenary’s revised agenda.
Epistle Reading
Reading Clerk Martha Carey (La Jolla) read two epistles. The first is from the Swedish Society of
Friends. Swedish Friends recognize the importance of their relations with Friends in the Middle East.
The second epistle is from the Second Friends World Committee for Consultation, Europe and the
Middle East Section, who met in person and online. They were able to overcome technical challenges
of the hybrid meeting. They met in the shadow of the war in Ukraine and worshiped with Friends in
Kyiv. They uphold the Quaker organizations working to end conflict and support those who are
suffering in war.
Nominating Committee – Proposed minutes
Nominating Committee clerk Julie Harlow (Davis) brought minutes on the size of the Holding
Corporation, on a process for changing service descriptions, and clarification of the number of
representatives to Quaker organizations. The minutes will season and are available in the advance
packet.
The slate of nominations is online and will be posted at the Mount Madonna site later. Friends are
asked to review the names and bring concerns to Nominating Committee.
Announcements
Assistant to the Clerk Heather Levien read announcements, including where to find worship sharing
assignments.
Keynote Panel
Diego Navarro, facilitator, Marlene Coach-Eisenstein, Peni Hall, Keith Runyan
Diego Navarro (Santa Cruz) introduced the three members of the Keynote panel. The panel responded
to the following queries:
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What has attracted you to Friends?
Why is it your chosen community at this time?
Have you had experiences of being “Othered” by this community and can you share an example?
Can you name one thing you would change about Quaker culture to help us become a post colonial
culture and embrace a “Beloved Community.”
Marlene Coach-Eisenstein (Honolulu) spoke via Zoom. She had been attending Honolulu Meeting
from the mid nineties and became a member in 2016. Our world and environment are hurting, she said.
Her heart hurts because much of the suffering in the world can be avoided and we are not looking at the
big picture. She spoke of her experience as a Black Quaker, as well as an officer in the military. She
was first attracted to Quakerism when she learned there is no minister. However, she still did not know
what Quakerism is. She learned by reading and asking questions. Unfortunately, she did not feel
welcomed or acknowledged by other Friends when she attended the annual session. She feels that we
need to make changes to be more inclusive, or Quakerism is at risk of dwindling.
Keith Runyan (Santa Cruz) spoke in the plenary room at Mount Madonna. Keith shared an experience
he had as a student at Earlham College. While in meditation, he felt a great peace wash over him. He
yearned deeply to feel that peace again, but yet it was the striving for that peace that kept him from
experiencing it again. In 2017, he was able to receive the gift of being humbled. He was working as an
unpaid intern in an organization studying aging and lost the job due to the difficulties he was facing in
his life that impaired his ability to do that job. Through this, he was able to finally accept that he was
no different than anyone else, no better nor worse. He now feels called to listen, including to what we
are doing to our planet. He sees parallels between his own experience of vain pursuit and humbling and
that of humanity and the earth. We are called to regeneration, he said, including as a Society of Friends.
We might draw inspiration from James Nayler, though he was flawed, not to try to right every wrong,
but delight to endure all things.*
Peni Hall (Strawberry Creek) spoke via Zoom. When she attended in person, Peni could be seen
zooming around in a wheelchair. Disabilities include those that are visible and those that are invisible,
including mental and developmental disabilities. Peni’s disabilites include severe migraine headaches.
She considers herself to be neuro divergent. Our world view is shaped by our bodies, she said.
Oppression of people with disabilities is rooted in fear of disability. The medical model labels disabled
people as “the other.” We want connectedness. How we want it is access. In order to get a seat at the
table, disabled people need to get through the door. Peni would like the yearly meeting to have
discussions among disabled people and also among their non disabled allies on how we can unlearn
ableism. As resources, she recommended the movie Crip Camp, the book “A Disability History of the
United States”, the Sins Invalid project, and the video Disability Culture Rap by Cheryl Marie Wade.
Diego Navarro then invited us to return to worship, and Friends spoke out of the silence.
The plenary ended at 12:15 pm.
*The actual quote from James Nayler is “There is a spirit which I feel that delights to do no evil, nor to
revenge any wrong, but delights to endure all things, in hope to enjoy its own in the end.” These
minutes reflect what was said in the plenary session.
[Note: the minutes for this plenary were revised after first reading at the end of this plenary, and the
final version was approved in Plenary VI]
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Plenary III
Sunday, July 24
We began in silent worship at approximately 10:30.
Epistle Reading
Reading Clerk Martha Carey (La Jolla) read epistles from four Quaker gatherings.
2021 Piedmont Friends Spring Retreat. Roll Call included a Native American Friend.
Northern Yearly Meeting 2021 epistle. They use nonjudgmental prompts to call out unintentional
harmful language. a Query in our business: how do decisions support our goal to be an anti-racist faith
community? Native presenters lifted up the great mystery and the truth of not knowing. Moving toward
healing in right relationship with peoples of the first nations.
Britain Yearly Meeting 2022. Britain Yearly Meeting met amid the challenges of the climate
emergency, wars in Europe and elsewhere, the pandemic, and increases in cost of living. Interwoven
strands of faith, community, and action. In hybrid worship, we discover new ways to build Quaker
communities. We cannot offer this vision to others without healing ourselves. We must start making
changes to address trauma and impact on lives in the present; planting flowers as well as pulling up
weeds. We are committed to being an anti-racist church. What do love and justice require of us?
Pacific YM Epistle 2021. Discussions of love and justice. Most people acknowledged the indigenous
people of their region as they spoke. How are we doing justice? We join many other Quakers in
wrestling with issues of racial justice. Discomfort is natural, it means we are growing.
Covid Safety Committee
Committee member Mico Sorrel (Strawberry Creek) gave an announcement from the safety committee.
We are doing well. There are no known positive cases, and people are encouraged to use tests. Now is
not a time to be complacent. We are encouraged to use masks when hugging and when conversing.
Minutes
Recording Clerk Tom Yamaguchi (Berkeley) read the minutes from Plenary II. We will revise the
minutes in consultation with the keynote speakers.
Nominations Slate, first reading
Nominating Committee clerk Julie Harlow (Davis) presented the first reading of the Nominations slate.
There are many open spaces. There has been a lot of work to reach out, and some interest, but perhaps
the expectations of what committees can do are unrealistic. People first, tasks second. Let us be tender
with our expectations.
The committee brought three new names for first reading: Sherri Sisson (Orange County) for
Communications Committee, and Nathan Secrest (Redwood Forest) and Alma Moon (Strawberry
Creek) for Youth Programs Coordinating Committee.
Faith and Practice has asked for five year terms, for more continuity.
JYM Committee has not clarified the clerking yet.
We will have second reading of the names later in the week. Questions, concerns, and offers of service,
should be brought to members of the Nominating Committee. Revised slates will be available daily,
online and at the information desk.
A question was asked: How are the decisions made to reduce the committees? When nominating
committee cannot find people to fill positions, the committee begins questioning whether the positions
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need to be filled. They consider people first. Many people love yearly meeting and annual session but
are unable to add more to their plate. Nominating Committee does not make decisions in isolation, but
in consultation with the committee. In some cases, it’s easier for people to sign up for particular tasks,
but not participate in all committee meetings.
There will be a session on the future of the meeting, sponsored by the Ministry Committee, that
overlaps the nominating topic and also the question of an administrative assistant. Most every yearly
meeting is struggling with this issue.
Ministry Committee Presentation
Robin DuRant (Orange Grove), on-site clerk, introduced a report from Ministry Committee
(Committee clerk Gail Eastwood (Humboldt) was on Zoom).
Ministry Committee members Rita Comes Whitney (Palo Alto), Jay Cash (Strawberry Creek), and
Robin DuRant (Orange Grove) read the proposed worship guidelines, [Attachment 3]. These guidelines
draw on Faith and Practice, with an emphasis on healing racial and other divisions, to be obedient to
spirit, and reducing harm from internalized dominant culture norms. We seek unity from the radical
inclusiveness of the Beloved Community, without shame, and with love and kindness. We call on
Friends to embrace these guidelines for ministry that challenge us to transformation, so that the
emergent Truth may be revealed.
Friends spoke from the silence. The experience of giving ministry comes from deep within; an
intellectual list of guidelines may not be helpful, and can be daunting.
Microaggressions affect our language in unconscious ways. Having a list is not an effective way to get
rid of internal biases.
A parent spoke of the need to trust that it is safe to bring children into worship, and that more silence
may be appropriate.
It makes one person feel safe, to trust they will be reminded when they say something offensive,
getting past the fear.
Strawberry Creek acknowledges the centrality of systemic racism in the United States, and rejects the
racial status quo. The ouches and whoas happen largely because people are ignorant of the history.
Being uncomfortable is an essential part of growth. Creating a space where people can feel safe should
not just be Annual Session, but practices throughout our lives.
We are encouraged to come to Ministry Committee with concerns and ideas; there will be a gathering
place at lunch.
Minutes
The minutes were approved with one minor suggestion.
We closed with worship at approximately 12:16pm.
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Plenary IV
Monday, July 25
We gathered at approximately 10:35 am in silent worship.
Epistle Reading
Reading Clerk Martha Carey (La Jolla) read the epistles from General Meeting of Friends in Mexico
for 2021, Canadian Yearly Meeting for 2021, and Nordic gathering for 2022.
She read the epistle from Mexico in both Spanish and English. The meeting was held on Zoom with the
theme “Hope the spirit of everything.” Karla Jay Moran, from Friends United Meeting, reminded them
that “the darkness will not last forever.” Francisco Burgos, of Pendle Hill, led them to explore the
various meanings of revelation, as being similar to a voice or a call that we can recognize. They
recalled together, with deep sadness, the losses experienced during this hard year. They shared their
faith regarding a conciliation at Casa de los Amigos. “Our vision is directed at the future,” they wrote,
“in which the Light continues to guide and shine on us.”
Canadians gathered both online and in person. They met in the context of a national grief and anger as
their settler nation comes to understand how many Indigenous children perished in the residential
school system and further awaken to the ongoing reality of colonialism and genocide. They recognize
how changes in the climate now affects everyone. Under the guidance of a working group called
Change and Sustainable Transformation (CAST), they seek to simplify their organizational structure
while retaining an ability to respond faithfully to continuing revelation. Monica Walters-Field called
Friends to talk less and to do more. Quaker process must not be used to exclude, she stated. A reading
from Barclay including the phrase, “As I gave way to the truth” connected with further queries to
discover what we are teaching as Quakers that we may not be conscious of. This includes things like
patriarchy, colonialism and other hierarchies.
The theme for the Nordic gathering was “Seeking a Quaker Spirituality for our Times” Alistair
Macintosh suggested that the task for Quakers today is to practice holding “hospitable spaces” before
the new and uncertain situations Friends frequently face. They were reminded that the meeting for
clearness is a cornerstone of Quaker process. They had the opportunity to experience this in small
groups, in which a chair for silence was included in the circle. They affirmed that “deepening the
question may be more important than answering the question.” A workshop encouraged them to ask
questions about how Friends tie our spirituality to their work with sustainability. In this process of
approaching right relationship with animals Friends might begin by acknowledging all the animal
products fulfilling a quiet place in our homes before considering what we are possibly called to do.
The Clerk welcomed Sara Gada from Friends Publishing Corporation.
Brief Messages from Ministry Committee
Committee member Robin DuRant (Orange Grove) said the Ministry Committee received an ouch,
reported with the permission of John Pixley, and more details were provided by Deborah Marks. John
pointed out that the proposed Worship Guidelines implied that disabilities were the opposite of strong
and healthy. He found that especially hurtful coming from a Ministry Committee document. Ministry
Committee acknowledges the paragraph naming cultural dominance was written by able-bodied
Friends who were unconscious about the assumptions and attitudes of ableist culture they were
reproducing. The committee is working with John to correct the text Ministry released. Calling "ouch"
shines light on our hurtful ignorance, which we can commit to changing. Eric Sabelman of Ministry
Committee has offered some resources on respectful language for people with disabilities.*
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Ministry Committee has been receiving feedback on the guidelines for worship. The committee wants
to clarify that these are guidelines only. They are not intended to be followed to the letter, nor are they
intended to be ignored completely.
Naming Committee
David Lederman (Orange County) gave the Naming Committee report as convener of the Naming
Committee. Naming has three vacancies to fill on Nominating Committee. One person, Trudy Friedel
(Inland Valley) has agreed to remain on the committee. They have been unable to fill two other
positions. Friends who are available should contact him or the other members of Naming, Sarah Tyrrell
(Berkeley) and Jim Summers (La Jolla).
Peace and Social Order Proposed Minute
Peace and Social Order Committee co-clerk Linnea Hanson (Chico) gave the report. The committee
has two vacancies, and Friends interested in serving the committee may contact Nominating
Committee.
She read the proposed minute on continuing the experiment of how minutes of concern can be brought
to the yearly meeting. The proposed minute is available in the advance packet and on the yearly
meeting web site. She will be able to speak to people during affinity group time. Friends on Zoom may
send her an email.
Epistle Committee
The Clerk announced the members of the Epistle Committee, on behalf of Ministry Committee. They
are Judith Favor (Claremont), Roena Oesting (La Jolla), and Kindred Gottlieb (Orange Grove).
Nominations Slate
Nominating Committee clerk Julie Harlow (Davis) read additional nominations for the nominations
slate that was introduced yesterday. Anna Lichterman (Redwood Forest) is being nominated for the
youth slot on the Youth Programs Coordinating Committee. Elena Rosales-Anderson (Redwood
Forest) is nominated for a one-year term as an adult member on YPCC. For Junior Yearly Meeting,
Melissa Lovett-Adair (Central Coast) is nominated for a two-year term.
Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Roy Allen (Berkeley), on Zoom, gave the Treasurer’s Report. He gave information on
getting a travel reimbursement, an update on our tax exemption with the IRS.
There are three groups who are eligible for reimbursement, monthly meeting representatives, officers
of the yearly meeting, and clerks/co-clerks of a yearly meeting committee. Forms can be obtained from
Sarah Tyrrell. Friends not wishing a reimbursement should complete the form, anyway. Friends will be
reimbursed for their miles traveled to the session.
The yearly meeting is applying to the IRS for a group tax exemption, which would be an umbrella that
would cover member monthly meetings. Unfortunately, IRS is rewriting the rules and has closed the
process until those rules are finalized. The yearly meeting will submit an application when the IRS is
able to begin accepting them.
The full report is available on the web site. It is in four parts. The first is the budget that includes
expenses and income. The second is the balance sheet. The third is for the Annual Session. Last year,
we came close to breaking even. The fourth part details investments with Friends Fiduciary. Questions
can be sent to Roy by email.
These reports are attached to these minutes. [Treasurer's Report]
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Roy has been serving as Treasurer for nine years. The Clerk recognized his years of service by asking
for a few moments of silent worship.
Finance Committee Report
Finance Committee clerk Doug Smith (Reno) gave the Finance Committee report. Pacific Yearly
Meeting has two budgets. Annual Session budget was approved at Representative Committee. The
operations budget is being considered at this session.
There is an $8,000 increase in the Children’s Program Committee budget. This is being transferred
from the Annual Session budget for field trips. The next item is the donations to Friends’ organizations,
including increases for Friends House Moscow and Friends Peace Teams. The last section is for an
increase for the youth programs.
Friends can direct questions to Doug and other members of Finance Committee, Martha Hunkins
(Humboldt), John Murphy (Hawaii), and Robert Levering (Santa Cruz).
Administrative Assistant
Bronwen Hillman (Mexico City) is in the first year as the yearly meeting’s first Administrative
Assistant, a part time position. She wears different hats within the yearly meeting. She appreciates all
the effort and care that brought her into this position, and she shared what she has been doing this past
year. A third of her time is spent supporting the clerk. Another third is on communication and the
database, entering and cleaning up data. The last third of her time is spent on other projects, such as
researching the history of the yearly meeting and working on the website.
Later there will be an interest group on the future of the yearly meeting.
Faith and Practice Revision Committee
Committee co-clerk Jim Anderson (Chico) presented a report of the Faith and Practice Revision
Committee [Report]. The committee proposes the new Faith and Practice would consist of two books.
One would be a book of basic fundamentals of our faith and practice. The other would be a handbook
of procedures and supplementary material.
Co-clerk Sue Scott (Inland Valley), via Zoom, described the nature and rationale of the two books.
Jim Anderson spoke of some areas of revision and criteria for dividing material between the two books.
Friends broke into small groups to respond the following queries:
What arises in you in response to what we’ve shared?
What excites you or rings true? What concerns do you sense?
What recommendations do you have for our work?
The groups recorded their responses and were asked to bring them to an interest group scheduled for
tonight.
In conclusion, Jim said that the committee will be in continuing dialogue with monthly meetings as the
process proceeds.
Children’s Program Committee
Committee member Sandy Farley (San Mateo Worship Group) reported that the committee has been
meeting weekly. She brought concerns from the committee to the yearly meeting. They are concerned
by the decrease of children’s attendance and participation of families. The experiment with field trips
appears to be successful in boosting attendance and participation. They are examining the way they
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have excluded people and made them feel “othered,” even though unintentionally. Few adults have
expressed a willingness to work with children and have avoided intergenerational activities. They have
nine more field trips scheduled this year after the session. They ask that adults spend more time with
children, including during meals, and that friends take these concerns back to monthly meetings for
feedback and suggestions.
Sandy added a personal observation that changing the start of meal times for children has improved
communication. At Walker Creek Ranch, children and their guardians were served before the other
adults. This was intended to help families in the children’s program. Having everyone at meals at the
same time has allowed more interaction between children and adults who are not their guardians.
The Clerk observed that one third of those attending the session in-person are under thirty five years
old. She saw that as a positive sign.
Minutes
The minutes were approved with some corrections.
The plenary closed at 12:30 pm with silent worship.
* resources from Eric Sabelman (Palo Alto), member of Ministry Committee
https://www.ungeneva.org/sites/default/files/2021-01/Disability-Inclusive-Language-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.ndrn.org/resource/communicating-about-people-with-disabilities/

Plenary V
Tuesday, July 26
We gathered at approximately 10:35am in silent worship.
Epistle Reading
Reading Clerk Martha Carey (La Jolla) read excerpts of epistles from 3 Quaker gatherings.
The Ohio Valley 2022 Yearly Meeting epistle was on the theme: embrace the healing power of
community, and acknowledgment of native peoples and enslavement.
Quaker community in southern Africa 2021. Online over 5 days on the 45th anniversary of the student
uprising in South Africa. We met during a time of vulnerability, uncertainty, and awareness of poverty,
rioting, and unrest. Richard Gush lecture: Creating our world in love’s image, journeying beyond
apartheid.
The clerk introduced Participatory Action and Research groups, which can involve Friends from all
meetings. Inequality is a cross-cutting theme that can be addressed in all PAR groups and in all our
work. Investing in Peacebuilding, a social investment to address the socioeconomic hardship and
violence in southern Africa. The goals include training 10,000 young people in nonviolent parenting.
North Pacific Yearly Meeting 2021 epistle. Theme: courage in the face of fear, faith, hope, love. What
are the stories we tell about the last year of heat, smoke, pandemic, social, political, and environmental
challenges?
Additional topics were peace teams, programs for peacebuilding and reconciliation, and an experiment
with providing AVP training online.
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Update from the Safety Committee
Committee member Mico Sorrel (Strawberry Creek) gave a report from the Safety Committee.
A Friend has tested positive for Covid and reports experiencing mild symptoms as she isolates in her
room. We are encouraged to test if we have any symptoms, and to remain vigilant about masking and
distancing.
Naming Committee
Committee convenor David Lederman (Orange County) gave a report from Naming Committee
Two more names: Elaine Emily (Strawberry Creek), Nancy Glock-Grueneich (Santa Cruz) are brought
to us to serve on Nominating Committee.
Nominations Slate
Nominating Committee Clerk Julie Harlow (Davis) brought several new names for the nominations
slate.
Arrangements: Sue Torrey (Central Coast)
For Holding Corporation, delete Margaret Mossman (Berkeley), add Roy Allen (Berkeley).
FCNL: Gail Thomas (Santa Monica), Genie Stowers (Berkeley)
FGC: Carl Magruder (Strawberry Creek)
FWCC: Mica Estrada (Strawberry Creek), Allison Kirkegaard (Nashville Friends Meeting)
Reunión General de los Amigos en México - Susy Cervantes (La Jolla), Daniel Lean-Moctezuma
(unaffiliated), Gabriela Alvarado (Sacramento), David (DJ) Bloom (Apple Seed). Four reps, as
attendance will be virtual.
Second Reading of Proposed Budget
Finance Committee clerk Doug Smith (Reno) brought a report from the Finance Committee. We expect
an increase in travel expenses.
There continues to be uncertainty around pay-as-led. Those who can are encouraged to pay more, to
subsidize the participation of young people.
Minute AS 2022-01:
We approved the proposed budget, including increases to reserve caps. The budget this
year includes travel to the FUM Triennial, which is in Kenya next year.
Communications Committee
Committee member Andrea Harman (Palo Alto) presented the report from the Communications
Committee [Report]. Andrea thanked the other members of the committee, including ex-officio
members, for their work this year.
Directory and database projects, plus email distribution lists. We have 1,833 records in the database.
Most Monthly Meetings have provided data, along with 500 individuals, and data from statistical
clerks.
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The directory includes front matter about Quaker organizations, PacYM officers and committees,
meeting information pages, and a full A-Z index of individuals by last name. Only people who want to
be included will be in the directory.
Directories will be released by early September and will include updates from Annual Session. A
password protected PDF will be posted on a password-protected page. The password will be given to a
contact from each Monthly Meeting. Access will require agreeing to policies, including not to email the
directory. Monthly Meetings should email CommunicationsClerk@pacificyearlymeeting.org to arrange
generation of Monthly Meeting directories.
Epistle
Committee member Kindred Gottlieb (Orange Grove) read a draft of the 2022 epistle. We have much
participation both in-person in the Santa Cruz mountains and online. The covid safety team made tough
decisions to balance safety and inclusion. In an act of jubilee, we offered attendance free of charge for
all children and pay-as-led for adults. Our laboring with issues of racism, ableism, and inequity is
shared with many Quaker gatherings around the globe. Parents felt empowered to bring children to a
session on the future of the yearly meeting.
The epistle will be posted outside and online, and will be brought to be accepted later; we are
encouraged to bring concerns to the committee. The other members are Judith Favor (Claremont) and
Roena Oesting (La Jolla).
Nominations Slate
Nominating Committee clerk Julie Harlow (Davis) presented the slate from Nominating committee for
approval.
The slate should have included Natasha Herrera (unaffiliated) for Junior Yearly Meeting Committee.
This was a simple clerical error, and the name is brought as a second reading for approval.
Minute AS 2022-02:
We appoint the Friends named on the Nominating Committee slate presented to this
plenary, which is attached [Attachment 6].
Julie Harlow presented three minutes, which are unchanged from the versions in the advance packet.
The first is a clarification of participation in Friends organizations.
A proposed minute on service descriptions (included in the advance packet) was read. It was suggested
this minute be revised to clarify which committee is responsible for which aspects of the work. A
revised version will be brought to tomorrow’s plenary.
We approved the following clarification regarding Holding Corporation.
Minute AS 2022-03:
Given the nature and duties of the Holding Corporation and the availability of Friends for
service to the Yearly Meeting, the Nominating Committee proposes reducing the number
of members of the corporation to 4. The By-Laws state that there shall be no less than 6
members “including the Presiding Clerk and the Treasurer”. Four listed members plus the
Clerk and Treasurer will make the required 6.
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Peace and Social Order Minutes – Second Reading
Peace and Social Order Committee co-clerk Linnea Hanson (Chico) brought a minute for approval. The
minute regarding minutes of concern is the same as the advance packet, with the addition of one
sentence: “A minute of concern can be strengthened by the inclusion of planned actions in the text.”
We approved the following minute regarding minutes of concern.
Minute AS 2022-04:
We approve continuing the experiment regarding minutes of concern for an additional two
years.
PSO will no longer bring Minutes to AS for discernment.
1. Minutes of concern may be initiated by any Monthly Meeting, by a major Quaker
organization (e.g., FCNL, FCLCA, AFSC), or PacYM committee or affinity group. A
minute of concern can be strengthened by the inclusion of planned actions in the text.
2. A Minute of concern initiated by a Monthly Meeting will be brought to PSO, which will
distribute it to all Monthly Meetings within PacYM. In the event a minute is initiated by a
major Quaker organization or other PacYM committee or affinity group and is relevant to
the work of PSO, PSO will also support the distribution of these minutes to Monthly
Meetings. Monthly Meetings may then consider their stand on the issue raised, discern
whether to approve the minute as is, or approve a minute of their own.
3. We ask that all Monthly Meetings which approve minutes of concern:
a) send letters to the editor and other local news sources and take concrete actions in the
world to amplify the message and expand public awareness of the issue,
b) reflect on and take actions realigning our own personal thinking and Quaker patterns
and structures purposefully integrating the ideals of our minutes,
c) let PSO know what actions they have taken, so that we can track the movement of the
Spirit among us. PSO will post on the PacYM website.
Statistical report
Statistical co-clerk DJ Bloom (Apple Seed) presented the statistical report [Report]. We are
unfortunately continuing to shrink in size. Our membership is 1,149; 751 in College Park, 298 in
Southern California, and 100 outside the two quarters. We lost a net membership of 24 in the past year.
Susy Cervantes (La Jolla) is co-clerk.
The minutes were approved with some corrections.
We closed in silent worship at 12:25pm.
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Plenary VI: Closing Plenary
Wednesday, July 27
We gathered at approximately 9:05 am in silent worship.
Welcome
The Clerk invited us to the final plenary. She reviewed the agenda. There will be no reading of epistles
from other meetings today because we will be reading the epistles for our 2022 session.
Safety Report
Covid Safety Committee member Mico Sorrel (Strawberry Creek) reported no additional Covid cases.
However we are still at risk, she said. Friends are asked to retest with their families five days after this
session. Any Friends who test positive are asked to contact Bronwen Hillman. If someone tests
positive, all of the attendees will be notified. Test kits are available to take home.
Registrar’s Report
Registrar Lawrence Alderson (Orange County) gave his report via Zoom. He apologized for not being
able to attend in person due to an injury. 318 Friends registered for the session. There were 177 total
attendees, which was below our cap. Of those attending on site, there were 78 campers, 84 for inside
lodging, and 15 daily commuters. Online attendance was difficult to gauge, which is a continual
problem with tracking online gatherings.
There were challenges with the registration process, which was more complicated than in the past,
either at Walker Creek or completely online. Maintaining the Covid safety policies was a part of those
challenges.
The pay-as-led model created challenges for collecting money for registrations, including how the
attenders of various ages could calculate their fees.
Over 154 payments have been received, so far. Lawrence will report the final amounts to Finance
Committee.
Zoom host Andrea Harman (Palo Alto) said that she on Zoom and Devin at Mount Madonna observed
90 people on line during one session.
The Registrar’s report is attached to these plenary minutes. [Report]
Appreciation
Arrangements Committee clerk Bronwen Hillman (Mexico City) thanked those who helped with the
week’s gathering, such as the Daily Miracle, Tech, Safety, and snacks teams. Others provided logistical
support, such as carrying trays and driving shuttles.
The Clerk acknowledged Bronwen’s work.
Nominating Committee - Minutes
Nominating Committee clerk Julie Harlow (Davis) brought back the minute on service descriptions
presented at Plenary V. The revisions are in the Daily Miracle.
The following minutes were approved.
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Minute AS 2022-05:
Pacific Yearly Meeting will cover the costs for no more than two representatives to attend
an in-person annual meeting of a Friends’ Organization (other than members of the Board
of Western Friend / Friends Bulletin). Virtual Representatives may be appointed who do
not travel. All representatives – traveling and virtual – are expected to participate as fully
as they are able.
Minute AS 2022-06:
The following steps will be taken to assure that changes in service descriptions are current
and accessible and that necessary or intended tasks (as indicated in prior service
descriptions) are not revised or removed without attention and deliberate cause.
1. The Administrative Assistant or appropriate committee or officer will post the service
descriptions where they can be easily found.
2. The Nominating Committee will point out the Service Description to the relevant
committee or officer at the beginning of their term.
3. The service description will be reviewed by the relevant friend or committee for
accuracy of intent and probability of achievement.
4. The relevant person or committee will recommend to the nominating committee
revisions to provide a useful guide to new appointees and an instrument of expectation and
accountability to the yearly meeting.
5. The Nominating Committee will review these recommendations to assure continuity of
the services expected by the yearly meeting and to inform nominees of the expectations.
6. The Nominating Committee will report to the administrative assistant or appropriate
committee/officer any changes for updating on the Pacific Yearly Meeting website.
7. The updates will include the date of the revisions and who was on the recommending
committee or in that office when it was revised.
If the Nominating Committee feels that the recommended revisions do not maintain a
service that is expected by the Yearly Meeting, the changes may be brought to the Yearly
Meeting for discernment and action.

Note from the Presiding Clerk
The Clerk said she has been getting positive feedback with the process of approving minutes on line,
asking for verbal approval from persons in the room and by having Friends online unmute to voice
approval.
Elders Report
The Presiding Clerk appreciated the support of her elder, Dinah Bachrach (Redwood Forest).
Eldering Subcommittee clerk, Dorothy Henderson (Grass Valley) named the members of the Eldering
Subcommittee. She named other Friends who have worked behind the scenes.
The subcommittee has been offering an online workshop they call Eldering 101. She listed the
meetings who have taken the workshop. The subcommittee would love to be invited to SCQM and
other monthly meetings in PacYM.
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She closed with a statement by Gordon Bishop. How can we hold difficult places so that Friends in
need can hear, heal, and grow? How can we hold people in love to a place of understanding and repair.
We are discerning a workshop on speaking hard truth with love.
A Friend asked that reports be sent to monthly meeting representatives as soon as possible and not wait
for the full packet. The Clerk replied most of the reports have been available in the advanced packet.
Others, including the registrar’s report will be available soon.
Minutes from Plenary II Revised
Recording Clerk Tom Yamaguchi (Strawberry Creek) read the corrected sections of Plenary II. Those
include a summary of presentations of two of the keynote speakers and a summary of the Nominating
report. The remaining sections were corrected and approved at the reading during Plenary II.
The corrected minutes for Plenary II were approved.
Epistle Committee
Committee member Judith Favor (Claremont) read the epistle of the 2022 Annual Session with thanks
for everyone who provided input. The Covid safety committee worked diligently to provide for a safe
meeting, despite record Covid cases that threatened our ability to hold an in person session.
We examined Jubilee, diversity and inclusion.
The Clerk thanked the Epistle Committee, who were able to work, even with one of the three members
leaving due to Covid.
The epistle is attached to these plenary minutes, as are the Children’s, JYM and YAF epistles.
[Attachments 7, 8, 9, 10]
Children’s Program Epistle
The children reported the activities they enjoyed this past week, including visits to the bookstore, the
playground, the pond, and the water park with JYM.
JYM Epistle
JYM presented their epistle. They welcomed 15 first time attenders, and hosted a tie-dye event with the
entire meeting. They also worked in the garden and on a Pizza oven. They presented their visual
epistle, a drawing that shows their activities for the past week.
They examined how to maintain healthy relationships. Had worship sharing and support groups.
YAF Epistle
Alma Moon (Strawberry Creek) listed 23 in number. Alma and Ari Standish (Berkeley) were co-clerks.
She provided an email address where they can be contacted:
YoungAdultFriendsClerk@pacificyearlymeeting.org
The Young Adult Friends group is being revived after a period of inactivity.
Minutes
Recording Clerk Tom Yamaguchi (Berkeley) read the minutes for Plenary VI. The minutes were
approved with some corrections.
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ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1: Roll Call
The following table reflects the roll call taken at Annual Session 2022, Plenary I.

Meeting / Worship Group /
Organization
Apple Seed
Berkeley
Big Island
Central Coast
Chico
Claremont
Conejo Valley WG
Davis
Delta
Fresno
Friends House WG
Grass Valley
Honolulu
Humboldt
Inland Valley
Kauai WG
La Jolla
Lake County WG
Las Vegas WG
Live Oak
Marloma-Long Beach
Maui WG
Mendocino
Mexico City
Molokai’ WG
Monterey Peninsula
Napa
Oakland WG
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Present at
Roll Call
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

✓

Meeting / Worship Group /
Organization
Ojai WG
Orange County
Orange Grove
Palo Alto
Placer WG
Redding
Redwood Forest
Reno
Sacramento
San Diego
San Francisco
San Jose
San Mateo WG
Santa Barbara
Santa Cruz
Santa Monica
Southern Humboldt WG
Strawberry Creek
Ukiah WG
Visalia
Whitleaf WG
FCNL
Friends Publishing Corp
Quaker Center
Quaker Earthcare Witness
Western Friend
Woolman

Present at
Roll Call
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
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Attachment 2: Land Acknowledgement and Beyond
We begin this effort to acknowledge what has been buried. We begin by honoring the truth.
Pacific Yearly Meeting takes its name from the ocean that connects us, into which rivers and streams
flow through the lands where we live and worship.
The lands touched by these waters have been and are cared for by hundreds of groups of Indigenous
Peoples.
Let us acknowledge the elders of the past and present, the emerging youth, and the Indigenous Friends
among us today.
We honor the truth by acknowledging that each of us speaks from the ancestral land of one of this
multitude of indigenous peoples. Today those present in-person at Mt. Madonna speak from the land of
the Amah Mutsun, part of the Ohlone culture. From whose land do the rest of you speak? Please think
about them now.
(A short silence)
Acknowledging the land and Peoples whose ancestral lands these are, is just a first step in naming the
ways that colonization has shaped and continues to shape our lives, and in beginning to remember the
roles Quakers have played and continue to play in that colonization.
Taking action to address the many impacts and wounds of colonization is also part of the work before
us.
We look to individual Quakers, to Monthly Meetings, and to regional groups to take that action, those
next steps.
First locate the harm that was done. This requires meeting and talking with those peoples who resided
on the land first. What is their history? Were elders taken to boarding schools? Who took the land and
how was it taken?
Then make amends for that harm. This may start with an honor tax but cannot end with that. Ask what
the needs are? Ask what might help.
Please ponder for a moment what actions your monthly meeting might take to move beyond land
acknowledgement. Gather the courage to take those actions. The results may surprise or even startle
you.
(Roomies are asked to turn to another and Zoomies are asked to consider what their monthly meetings
might do and put their thought into the Chat if they wish to. Some silence then.)
Thank you.
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Attachment 3: Worship Guidelines
Dear Friends:
As we prepare to gather in person and on zoom for the annual session of Pacific Yearly Meeting, 2022, with
the theme of Beloved Community, Ministry Committee, working with the Racial Justice Subcommittee, is
presenting augmented guidelines for worship - and other spaces where two or more are gathered. We know that
harm has been done to people of color in our meetings for worship and other spaces. What can we do to stop
harm being done amongst us? Faith and Practice tells us:

Meeting for Worship is different from solitary prayer. In the embrace of the Meeting, an individual may
be more willing to be searched by the Light that exposes weaknesses and shortcomings, and challenges
the worshiper to transformation. Together, we can more clearly see Truth; we can better receive and
understand continuing revelation.
Our entire gathering is intended to be an experiment in discovering truth together. The Ministry
Committee will devote its plenary session on Sunday morning to consideration of our central practice
of meeting for worship, to see where we are led and how we might live into new ways of being the
beloved community. Do we leave room for prophetic speech? Are we willing to be shaken? What kind
of speech do our cultural norms forbid? Are we choking off the voice of Spirit?
Please read the guidelines carefully, as often as you can, between now and our gathering, to help
insure that our discernment is deep and Spirit-led. A copy is attached here and also available on the
website in both written and audio versions.
We look forward to learning and growing with you.
Gail Eastwood, clerk, Ministry Committee
Laura Magnani, Presiding Clerk
7/8/2022
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Worship Guidelines
Excerpts from Pacific Yearly Meeting (PacYM) Faith & Practice’s section on Meeting for Worship
Meeting for Worship is at the core of Quaker practice. There, Friends gather together in expectant
silence, waiting upon God.
Friends come to worship to receive and to give, to speak when led, to be silent when that is what
obedience requires. Vocal ministry is a vital part of the Meeting for Worship. It is a form of service in
which a person (stands to) share a message from God delivered through the individual.
During worship, all share responsibility for vocal ministry. No one is excluded from the possibility of
such service, just as no one is appointed in advance to preach or pray at a particular Meeting for
Worship. When someone does offer vocal ministry, Friends seek to be open, notwithstanding any
hesitations or imperfection in the speaker’s words.
The quality of each person’s participation affects the entire community. Regular and punctual
attendance is helpful, as are attentive listening to the vocal ministry of others and the exercise of
careful discernment in offering vocal ministry.
As one sits in silence, a message may arise out of the depth of the soul that seems intended not simply
for the worshiper, but for the gathering as a whole. Some Friends feel burdened with a sense of
omission if a message is not expressed, but once it is faithfully uttered, a sense of inward peace may
follow. Experience in Meeting helps to discriminate between private words and those that arise as true
leadings of the Spirit that should not be silenced.
Some worshipers called to speak feel an internal or external quaking, deep emotion, tears, an
increased heart rate, or other agitation. Some have felt grabbed by the hand of God and held until after
delivering the message. One person feels a profound stillness accompanied by a clear voice that is not
her own.
Friends hope that all spoken messages during worship are in fact vocal ministry. The responsibility
rests on each member of the group to be ready and willing to offer such ministry when called to do so.
Meeting for Worship is different from solitary prayer. In the embrace of the Meeting, an individual may
be more willing to be searched by the Light that exposes weaknesses and shortcomings, and
challenges the worshiper to transformation. Together, we can more clearly see Truth; we can better
receive and understand continuing revelation.
Guidelines for Meeting for Worship (and other PacYM Meeting spaces where two or more are
gathered):1
As Friends, we believe that Spirit calls us to love one another and to help “one another up with a tender
hand”. The spirit we seek is inclusive, not divisive. If we are divided, we are in a process that has not
yet come to its spiritually inclusive conclusion. The unity we seek is a radical inclusivity that embraces
all of us.
We recognize that none of us has the whole Truth at any given time, only part of it at best. We
understand that together we can more clearly see Truth and its continuing revelation. This is our
vision of the Beloved Community, and we will get there if we don’t let go of each other’s hands. If we
remain open and are willing to be searched by the Light, we will discover our disorderly walking and
learn how our assimilation into the dominant society affects our ministry, including in Meeting for
Worship.
In Quaker worship, we center on the Spirit, trusting it to wake us up by lifting the veil to our blindspots
and behaviors that are out of integrity with Truth, so that Truth can be revealed. However, we need to
1

Words in Bold and Italic are quoted from PacYM’s Faith and Practice
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acknowledge that ministries delivered during Meeting for Worship are not immune from inflicting harm
on those present, even as we strive to be faithful vessels of God’s messages. Therefore, to deepen our
worship and create an environment conducive to becoming a Beloved Community, we propose that
Friends use these guidelines during the 2022 Pacific Yearly Meeting’s Annual Session:
1. We treat all our meeting spaces as places of worship, where we are led by the Spirit to come
together as a Beloved Community. We gather to receive and to give, to speak when led, to be
silent when that is what obedience requires.
2. When we feel led to speak, we hold the message close to our heart and discern whether we have
a true leading of the Spirit by asking these questions:
a. Did this message arise out of the depth of the soul?
b. What am I feeling in my body? Am I feeling a fight, flight, freeze or appease response? Do I
feel grabbed by the hand of God and held? Do I feel a profound stillness accompanied
by a clear voice that is not my own? Do I feel burdened with a sense of omission when
this message is not expressed?
c. Is this message intended not simply for me, but for the gathering as a whole?
d. The ways of Truth may reveal to us our attachments to our own ideas, inspirations and
leadings that keep us from the emergent Truth. Am I open to learning from our Gathered
discernment of Truth?
e. Have I considered the language that I would use to express the meaning of my message? Are
there words or phrases in my head that come from dominant culture norms that I have
internalized? Examples of cultural dominance include: being white in a racist culture, being
strong and healthy in an able-body culture, being male in a sexist culture, being heterosexual
in a homophobic culture, being young in an agist culture, being of settler ancestry in a
colonizing culture, and being the species with dominion over the earth.
f. Each one of us has implicit biases and blind spots accumulated from our own lived
experiences and assimilation into the dominant society. So we ask ourselves: will hearing the
words that I intend to use in sharing my message bring harm to someone who is oppressed by
the dominant culture?
3. Even after we have done this careful discernment, we know our words coming from the implicit
biases that we have internalized from the dominant culture may still cause harm. For this reason,
we seek the guidance of “ouch” and “whoa” spoken in love by anyone in our gathered community
to help lift the veil and heighten our awareness of a greater Truth. We are willing to risk the
discomfort of having our blind spots revealed in public both for our own edification and to
understand what the Spirit is asking of us at this moment as we seek to learn and grow together as
we practice the radical inclusion of the Beloved Community.
4. When we hear vocal ministry, we seek to be open, to listen to Truth revealed. If we believe that
a spoken message has delivered harm from cultural dominance, internalized assimilation, and/or
implicit biases, then we speak up, with love, in order to let Truth be revealed. Through “ouch” and
“whoa”, we are not creating shame, we are calling each other in with loving kindness.
5. When we hear a vocal ministry alerting us of harm being done, we treat it as any other vocal
ministry, i.e, it is a message from God delivered through the individual. We receive it with an
open heart and with gratitude, seeking to follow the Spirit’s emergent agenda, to understand what
just happened.
We call on Friends to embrace these guidelines for ministry that challenge us to transformation, so
that the emergent Truth may be revealed.
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Attachment 4: Letter of Introduction for FCNL Staff Members
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Attachment 5: Meeting for Memorials Names and Readings
Names Remembered at Meeting for Memorials 2022
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Deborah Aufdenspring
Linda Bailey-Theders
Lois M. Bender
Joanne Burns
Linda Callaway
Vashek Cervinka

Grass Valley
Claremont
Honolulu
Orange County
Claremont
Davis

Patrick Crowley
Fran Feeney
Marie Fredell
Virginia Gilmore
Alice Henry
Judith Kafka

Davis
Claremont
Berkeley
San Diego
Davis
Berkeley

Sanjiv Kamath
David Levering
Brian Lloyd
Stephen McNeil
William “Bill” Oliver
Ingrid Hvalso Peterson

Santa Barbara
Claremont
Redwood Forest
Strawberry Creek
Redding
Claremont

Arden Pierce
J Ortega Rand (John Randall)
Joan Rawles
Julia Reynolds
Patricia Claire Rosen
Dorothy Sewell

Palo Alto
San Diego
Davis
Grass Valley
Santa Barbara
Santa Barbara

David Slocum
Betty Mallett Smith
Emily Starr
Beth Thompson
Sharon Elizabeth Tracy
Ellen Weis

Honolulu
Santa Monica
Claremont
Redding
La Jolla
Orange Grove
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Readings
I share with you the agony of your grief,
The anguish of your heart finds echo in my own.
I know I cannot enter all you feel
Nor bear with you the burden of your pain;
I can but offer what my love does give;
The strength of caring,
The warmth of one who seeks to understand
The silent storm-swept barrenness of so great a loss.
This I do in quiet ways,
That on your lonely path
You may not walk alone.
-Howard Thurman

To live in this world
You must be able
To do three things:
To love what is mortal;
To hold it against your bones knowing
Your own life depends on it;
And, when the time comes to let it go,
To let it go.
-Mary Oliver
If you would indeed behold the spirit
Of death, open your heart wide unto the body of life.
For life and death are one, even as
The river and sea are one.
-Kahlil Gibran, “The Prophet”
The time is at hand wherein time shall be no more;
And then whatever had a being in time,
Shall cease from being so any longer.
We must all look to the grave, to the dust;
We must all sleep an eternal sleep,

(back to Table of Contents)

PacYM-2022-AS-Minutes p. 28 of 90

Pacific Yearly Meeting
Annual Session 2022

When once the last night comes:
When we shall bury all our quarrels and contentions,
And awake in perfect life and love;
And then we shall be, both to ourselves and one another,
What now we cannot so much as desire to be.
-Isaac Penington
Death hangs a long way off. Do I just wait
And pass my youth through to my greying days
In petty pastimes, and misery for ways
Of life I dare not hope to live? My gait
Is twisted and my speech uncouth. I hate
The pity and the distance set around
By those who see and dare not know, so bound
By other's expectations. Am I too late
To live; to study how to learn; to try
And fail yet seek another way to give,
To gain myself? In this exchange the dry
Desert of my poverty may flower - live
In ways undreamed - and the pain of fading
Hopes will disappear in life's rich trading.
-Jonathan Griffith, 1977
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Attachment 6: Nominations Slate
The following nominations were approved during Plenary V.

Pacific Yearly Meeting – Annual Session 2022
Nominating Committee
Slate of Nominations
Black – remaining in this position
Red – term ends at the end of this Annual Session
Green and italics – they have agreed to be nominated
(term ends) __ name, meeting __ (1st yr)
 other changes included in the approval of the slate
(terms, number of appointments, etc)
!!!!! – a space waiting for your name
*1 – see additional information in a footnote

Presiding Clerk

(1-yr term, up to 3 yrs)

2022 Laura Magnani, Strawberry Creek (2021)

2023 Laura Magnani, Strawberry Creek (2021)
Assistant to the Clerk *1

(1-yr term)

2022 Heather Levien, Berkeley (2021)

2023 Heather Levien, Berkeley (2021)*1
Co-Historian-Archivists

(2, 3-yr term)

2022 Jan Tappan, Orange Grove (2013)

2025 Jan Tappan, Orange Grove (2013) (historian)
2024 George Mills, Palo Alto (2022) (archivist)
Reading Clerk

(1 yr term)

2022 Martha Carey, La Jolla (2021)

2023 Hulda Muaka, Palo Alto (2022)
Recording Clerks

(2, overlapping 2-yr terms)

2022 Tom Yamaguchi, Berkeley (2020)
2023 Raph Levien, Berkeley (2019)
2024 _!!!!!_____ fingers fly as Friends confer _______
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Registrars

(2, overlapping 2-yr terms)

2022 Lawrence Alderson, Orange County (2017)
2024 Lawrence Alderson, Orange County (2017) – to serve as this role is
redefined in relation to processes being explored and developed
Statistical Clerk(s)

(1 or 2; 3-yr term)

2022 David (DJ) Bloom, Appleseed (2018)
2024 Susy Cervantes, La Jolla (2021)

2025 David (DJ) Bloom, Appleseed (2018) – to serve in this role as it is
redefined in relation to processes being explored and developed
Treasurer

(3-yr terms )

2022 Roy Allen, Berkeley (2013)

Co-Treasurers

( 2, 3-year terms)
Terms may vary for rotation and fiscal year

2024 Genie Stowers, Berkeley (2022)
Term will run from 1 Oct 2022 to 30 Sept 2024
2025 Sarah Tyrrell, Berkeley (2022)
Term will run from 1 Oct 2022 to 30 Sept 2025

*1 - For one year, this includes being the Alternate Clerk.

COMMITTEES
Arrangements Committee

(6, 3-yr terms)

2022 Bronwen Hillman, Mexico City (2017) Clerk
2022 Peni Hall, Strawberry Creek (2019)
2023 Ann Fuller, Santa Monica (2018)

2023 Susan Rahn, Unaf (2022)
2024 _!!!!!__________ greet, serve, drive, ___________
2024 Judi Oehmen, Santa Monica (2021)

2025 Bronwen Hillman, Mexico City (2017) Clerk
2025 _Sue Torrey, Central Coast (2022)
Ex Officio: Registrars
Children’s Program Committee
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2022 ______

oops, too late

______ not filled _____

2022 Rhea Farley, Strawberry Creek (2020 RC) co-Clerk
2023 Molly Bishop, Redwood Forest (2020)  co-Clerk
2023 Sandy Farley, Palo Alto (2020)

2024 Theresa Cox, Berkeley (2022)
2024 Delcy Steffy, Sacramento (2022)
2025 Rhea Farley, Strawberry Creek (2020 RC) co-Clerk
2025 _!!!!!_ teach tots to try and trust ______________
Ex Officio: Children’s Program Coordinator,
Youth Programs Coordinator
Communication Committee

(6, 3-yr terms)

2022 George Mills, Palo Alto (2016)
2022 Allison Kirkegaard, Nashville (2019)
2023 David Tucker, Palo Alto (2021)
2023 Kate Watkins, Santa Monica (2019) Clerk

2023 Susan Rahn, unaf (2022)
2024 Allison Kirkegaard, Claremont (2019)
2024 Andrea Harman, Palo Alto (2020) co-Clerk

2025 Sherri Sisson, Orange County (2022) NEW 07/19
2025 _!!!!!_______ disseminate discriminatingly ______
Ex Officio: Historian-Jan Tappan co-Clerk; Archivist-George Mills; Assistant
to the Clerk, Youth Programs Coordinator, Statistical Clerk.
(Website Editors, IT Administrator appointed by ComCom)
Faith and Practice Revision Committee
increasing from 6 to 9 members,
5-yr terms + 7th member with IT expertise)*2
2022 Patricia Portillo, Sacramento (2016)
2022 Margaret Mossman, Berkeley (2019)
2023 2025 Jim Anderson, Chico (2020)  co-Clerk NEW 07.23
2023 2025 Diego Navarro, Santa Cruz (2020)  co-Clerk NEW 07.23
2025 _!!!!!__ queries, qualities, qualms ___________
2024 2026 Sue Scott, Inland Valley (2018)
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2024 2026 Ray Rischpater, Palo Alto (2020)
2024 2026 _!!!!! ___ write, rewrite. right? ___________

2025 2027 Patricia Portillo, Sacramento (2016)
2025 2027 Joe Magruder, Berkeley (2022)
2025 2027 Margaret Mossman, Berkeley (2019)
Ex Officio: Historian Archivist
2022 IT Specialist Sarah Tyrrell, Berkeley (2018)

2025 IT Specialist Ted Selker, unaf (2022)
*2 – both the increase in number and the longer term length are approved
practices in the change from Discipline to Faith and Practice Revision
Finance Committee

 (reducing from 6 to 5, 3-yr terms)

2022 Sherri Sisson, Orange County (2018)
2022 Doug Smith, Reno (2019) Clerk
2023 Sarah Bottom, unaf (2020)
2023 John Murphy, Maui WG (2021)
2024 Robert Levering, Santa Cruz (2018)
2024 Martha Hunkins, Humboldt (2019)

 2025 Doug Smith, Reno (2019) Clerk
Ex Officio: Co-Treasurers, Statistical Clerk
(PYM) Holding Corporation
 Reducing from 6 to 4 members *3, 3-yr terms)
(They choose their own officers)
2022 Genie Stowers, Berkeley (2019)
2022 Stratton Jaquette, Palo Alto (2016)
2023 Jeff Kroeber, San Jose (2020)
2023 Paul Harris, Chico (2018)
2024 Roy Allen, ________ (2022)

2025 Lanny Jay, Redwood Forest (2021)*4
Ex Officio: co-Treasurers, Presiding Clerk
(PYM Holding Corp. appoints its own officers.)
Agent for Service: Lanny Jay, Redwood Forest
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*3 – By-laws call for 6 members including the Presiding Clerk and the
Treasurer(s)
*4 – term change to allow for rotation of members

Junior Yearly Meeting (JYM), Adult Members
(up to 8 adult members, 3-yr terms)
Clerking to be determined
2022 Natasha Herrera, unaf (2021)
2022 Suzanne Doss, Orange Grove (2013) co-Clerk

2023 Suzanne Doss, Orange Grove (2013)
2023

Steve Leeds, San Francisco (2021)

2024 _!!!!!___ model, mentor ________________________
2024 Cedar Green, San Jose (2021)
2025 _!!!!!_______ terrific teens ______________________
2025 _!!!!!_________ guide, get out of the way __________
Teen members are appointed by the Teen Leadership

Faith Cantu, Santa Cruz (2022)
Elias Santiago Myers, San Francisco (2022)
Ex Officio: Youth Programs Coordinator
Latin American Concerns Committee
(3-6, 3-yr terms) (+ named appts)
2022 Linda Rowell, Chico (2015 ) Co-Clerk
2023 _!!!!!______ ¿ es esto para ti?_______________
2024 Margaret Willits, Delta (2021)
2024 Paty Constantino, Mexico City (2020)

2025 Linda Rowell, Chico (2015) Co-clerk
Appointed by Casa de los Amigos:
Bart Czyz, Casa Board (2021)
Appointed by El Salvador Project:
Hulda Muaka, Palo Alto (2019)
Appointed by Guatemala Scholarship Program
Donna Smith, Redwood Forest (2014) Co-clerk
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Appointed by Undocumented Student Scholarship
Patricia Portillo, Sacramento (2020)
Ministry Committee

(9, 3-yr terms)

2022 Lee Sisson, Orange Grove (2022 RC)
2022 Eric Sabelman, Palo Alto (2019)
2022 ___ not filled ____an opportunity missed _______________
2023 Gail Eastwood, Humboldt (2018)  Clerk
2023 _!!!!!_______ unite, nurture, grow _________________
2023

Stan Searl, Santa Monica (2021)

2024

Jay Cash, Strawberry Creek (2021 RC)

2024

Robin DuRant, Orange Grove (2021)

2024

Rita Comes Whitney, Palo Alto (2021)

2025 Lee Sisson, Orange Grove (2022 RC)
2025 Gail Coonen, Humboldt (2022)
2025 Kathryn Neale Manalo, Berkeley (2022)
Peace and Social Order Committee
(6, 3-yr terms) (+ PSO Com rep & 3 Org reps)
2022 Shannon Frediani, Santa Cruz (2016)
2022 Zae Illo, San Francisco (2017)
2023 Betty Guthrie, Orange County (2019) co-Clerk
2023 Daniel Ulloa, Mexico City (2021)
2024 Linnea Hanson, Chico (2017) co-Clerk
2024 Brian Johnson, Santa Monica (2018)
2025 _!!!!!____ gather, organize, coordinate___________
2025 _!!!!!______ calm, connect, collaborate __________
Ex Officio:
PSO Com, Clerk or designee [SCQM or regional]
one PacYM AFSC Rep ( tbd)
one PacYM FCLCA Rep (Vicki Carroll);
one PYM FCNL Rep (tbd)
Unity with Nature Committee
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2022 Suellen Lowry, Humboldt (2021)
2022 Joseph Cotham, Live Oak (2020)
2022 Michael Dunn, Inland Valley (2020)
2023 Paty Constantino, Mexico City, (2021)
2023 Gayle Matson, Chico (2020)

2023 Michael Dunn, Inland Valley (2020)
2024 Keith Runyan, Santa Cruz ( 2020) co-Clerk
2024 Nancy Glock-Greuneich, Santa Cruz (2020)
2024 Marge Gianelli, LaJolla (2021 RC)

2025 Suellen Lowry, Humboldt (2021) co-Clerk
2025 Ragni Nelson-Orta, Strawberry Creek (2022)
2025 Billie Hamilton, Sacramento (2020)

Youth Programs Coordinating Committee
(6 Adult members, 3-yr terms)
(4 youth members, nominated by YPCC)
ADULT MEMBERS
2022 Melissa Lovett-Adair, Ctrl. Coast (2016), Clerk
2022 Kiernan Colby, Santa Cruz (2019)

2023 Kit Newman, Sacramento (2022)
2023 Elena Rosales-Anderson, _____ (2022)
2024 Nancy Mellor, Sacramento (2021 RC) YPC Supervisor

2024 David East, Sacramento
(2022)
2025 Sarah Armstrong Jones, Big Island (2022)

2025 Kiernan Colby, Santa Cruz (2019) Clerk
YOUTH MEMBERS
2022 Nate Secrest, Redwood Forest (2021)
2022 Elinor Steffy, Sacramento (2021)
2023 Nate Secrest, Redwood Forest (2022)
2023 Alma Moon, Strawberry Creek (2022)
2023 Anna Lichterman, _________ (2022)
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REPRESENTATIVES
American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) Corp.
2023 Ramona Hussey, Honolulu (2019)

2024 Jane Krause, Orange Grove (2022)
Western Friend Board of Directors
(Friends Bulletin Corporation)

(3 reps, 3-yr terms)

2022 Nancy Wilkinson, Strawberry Creek (2019)
2023 Kate Connell, Santa Barbara (2020)

2023 Lanny Jay, Appleseed (2022) NEW 07/19
2024 Tom Head, Chico (2021)

2025 Nancy Wilkinson, Strawberry Creek (2019) Convenor
Friends Committee on Legislation of California (FCLCA)
1 rep to General Committee, 3-yr term
2023 Vicki Carroll, Central Coast ( 2020)
Friends’ Committee on National Legislation (FCNL)
 2 traveling and up to 4 virtual reps, 3-yr terms
2022 Carolyn Levering, Santa Cruz (2016)
2022 Robert Levering, Santa Cruz (2016)
2023 Chris Stitt, Honolulu, Traveling Rep
2023 Mary Klein, Palo Alto (2020) Virtual Rep
2024 Michele Shields, Honolulu (2019) Virtual Rep
2024 Cindy Fowler, Sacramento (2021) Virtual Rep
2025 Gail Thomas,_____ (2022) Traveling Rep
2025 _Genie Stowers, _____ (2022) Virtual Rep
Friends General Conference (FGC)
Central Committee
2 reps, 3-year terms
2022 Don Kewman, Grass Valley (2020)
2023 Michelle Bellows, Strawberry Creek (2020)
2025 _Carl Magruder, Strawberry Creek (2022)
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Friends Peace Team Coordinating Council
1 rep, 3-yr term
2024 _!!!!!____ saving lives, healing trauma ____________
Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW)

2 reps, 3 yr terms

2023 Yumi Kawano, Big Island (2019)
2024 Suellen Lowry, Humboldt (2021)
Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC)
Section of the Americas
up to 4 reps, 3-yr terms
2022

Hulda Muaka, Palo Alto (2020)

2023 Emelyn Buskirk, Live Oak (2020)
2024 _Allison Kirkegaard, Nashville (2022)

2025 Hulda Muaka, Palo Alto (2020)
2025 Mica Estrada, Strawberry Creek (2022)
Evangelical Friends Church Southwest
One observer, 3 yr-term
2024 Linda Murphy, Honolulu (2021)
Friends United Meeting (FUM) One observer, 3 yr-term
2022 Donna Smith, Redwood Forest (2021i)
2025 _!!!!!_Martha Hunkins, Humboldt (2022)
Reunión General de los Amigos en México
Term is 18 mos
2022 Jorge Morales, San Jose (2019)
2024 Susana Cervantes, _________
2024 David (DJ) Bloom, Appleseed
2024 Gabriela Alvarado, _________
2024 Daniel Leon-Monctezuma, Honduras
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Attachment 7: Epistle of the 75th Annual Session
Epistle of the 75th Annual Session
Pacific Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 2022
Loving greetings to Friends everywhere from Pacific Yearly Meeting’s blended annual session, held
from July 22-27 in the coastal redwoods at Mount Madonna Center in California on the original land of
the Amah Mutsun, Ohlone peoples. Pacific Yearly Meeting includes Friends from California, Nevada,
Hawaii, Mexico, and Central America. 177 people attended in-person including 11 children, and 18
Junior Yearly Meeting teens. Wild turkeys, deer, and steller’s jays were also frequent visitors. Over
100 attended online most days, aided by multiple projection screens and cameras, including two remote
controlled cameras for offering close-up shots of speakers. Thanks to the dedicated efforts of Mount
Madonna’s tech staff and some Zoom-savvy Friends, our first hybrid annual session was rich and
meaningful for both online and in-person attenders and allowed for record attendance from farther
away Meetings such as Honolulu.
Our theme, Beloved Community; What does it mean to belong to ourselves, to each other, to the earth?
spoke to our yearning to be together again after pandemic isolation. Despite the fact that annual session
coincided with record high Covid-19 numbers, a covid safety team worked diligently to make tough
decisions juggling safety and inclusion. Participants cooperated to a remarkable degree with safety
measures. As we celebrate Pacific Yearly Meeting’s 75th anniversary, jubilee themes of healing and
renewal infused our expectant, waiting worship, plenary sessions, affinity groups, and interest groups.
In an act of jubilee debt forgiveness, a financial surplus accumulated during the pandemic years
allowed organizers to offer annual session free-of-charge for all children and pay-as-led for adults.
Bible Study continued this theme by reading Isaiah 40, which includes the passage, “Oh Lord, revive
us again.”
Inclusion and diversity were at the forefront as we grappled collectively to acknowledge with loving
care harm that has been done in our gathered spaces, including Meeting for Worship. We seek to repair
the harm of past and ongoing ouches from insensitivities learned in the dominant society. We seek to
recognize ways that we might practice simple loving kindness with one another and build a beloved,
just, and inclusive community. Keynote panel speakers Marlene Coach Eisenstein, Peni Hall, and Keith
Runyan challenged participants to have humility and be attentive to areas where we lack awareness,
especially ableism, racism, and disharmony with the natural world. Open, curious conversations can
draw out Friends who feel excluded. Spirit equips us to see each others’ gifts and needs and prompts
Friends to offer a tender hand in acts of kindness.
A document outlining proposed guidelines for pausing before speaking to reflect on where ones’ words
are coming from was presented by the Ministry Committee and the Racial Justice Subcommittee which
has developed a series of workshops throughout the past years examining subconscious exclusionary
practices among Friends. During gathering, the Racial Justice Subcommittee presented the keynote
address virtually to New York Yearly Meeting, something that would not have been possible in the
past. We found comfort that our work in making Friends a more inclusive and aware community,
willing to acknowledge the ongoing impacts of history, is shared by so many Yearly Meetings around
the globe. Honolulu Friend Aaron Terry guided a group of participants in the traditional Hawaiian
practice of Ho’oponopono, the healing and righting of past wrongs, and we looked at how Friends
might bring more mindfulness in resolving conflicts amongst ourselves.
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Quaker discernment process offers a model for seeking truth beyond divisions in this time of wars and
scars, climate devastation, social, economic, gender, and racial inequities. Friends are developing ways
to mend past harms and move society toward a healthier future. Deep listening is an act of surrender.
Worship deepens when Friends are able to release regrets and worries with each exhalation and receive
renewal with each inhalation in what Thomas Kelly named as “continually renewed immediacy” with
the Source of Love. How might Pacific Yearly Meeting Friends become living epistles, couriers of the
regeneration? We are called to be bold with one another and a beacon of light for the rest of the world.
Parents found solace in each others’ stories of struggle to fully participate in gathering while caring for
young children and resonated with a report by the Children’s Program Committee raising concerns
about children being ignored or even “othered” by adults not specifically tasked with childcare. A
parent affinity group was formed, which led to parents feeling empowered to bring their children to an
interest group focusing on the future of Pacific Yearly Meeting which was inadvertently scheduled at a
time when it was challenging for parents to attend. The kids drew their vision of the future on a giant
piece of paper and brought joy to everyone. Despite anxieties about dwindling numbers, 1/3 of inperson attenders at this annual session were under the age of 35. We began the gathering looking at the
past and ended feeling present and optimistic about the future.
We heard ministry with an adaptation of a song often sung in our meetings:
Until true diversity is gained
To bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed
To turn, to learn, will be our delight,
‘Til by turning, and learning we come round right.

Laura Magnani, clerk
on behalf of Pacific Yearly Meeting
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Epístola de la 75ª Sesión Anual
Junta Anual del Pacífico de la Sociedad Religiosa de Amigos 2022
Saludos afectuosos a los Amigos y Amigas de todo el mundo desde la sesión anual híbrida de la Junta
Anual del Pacífico, que se llevó a cabo del 22 al 27 de julio entre las secoyas costeras en Mount Madonna
Center en California, en la tierra originaria Amah Mutsun, del pueblo Ohlone. La Junta Anual del Pacífico
incluye Amigas y Amigos de California, Nevada, Hawái, México y Centroamérica. 177 personas
asistieron en persona, incluidos 11 niñas y niños y 18 adolescentes de la Junta Anual Junior. Los pavos
salvajes, ciervos y las charas crestadas también eran visitantes frecuentes. Al menos 100 personas
asistieron en línea casi todos los días, con la ayuda de múltiples pantallas de proyección y cámaras,
incluidas dos cámaras controladas a distancia para ofrecer primeros planos de los oradores. Gracias a
los esfuerzos dedicados del personal técnico de Mount Madonna, algunos Amigos y Amigas expertos
en Zoom, nuestra primera sesión anual híbrida fue rica y significativa para los asistentes tanto en línea
como en persona y permitió una asistencia récord de reuniones más lejanas como Honolulu.
Nuestro tema, Comunidad Amada: ¿Qué significa pertenecernos a nosotros mismos, a los demás, a la
tierra? expresó nuestro anhelo de estar juntos nuevamente después del aislamiento por la pandemia.
A pesar de que la sesión anual coincidió con cifras récord de Covid-19, un equipo de seguridad de
trabajó diligentemente para tomar decisiones difíciles haciendo malabarismos con la seguridad e
inclusión. Los participantes cooperaron en un grado notable con las medidas de seguridad. Mientras
celebramos el 75.º aniversario de la Junta Anual del Pacífico, los temas de jubileo de sanación y
renovación impregnaron nuestra adoración de espera expectante, las sesiones plenarias, grupos de
afinidad e interés. En un acto de jubileo de condonación de deuda, un superávit financiero acumulado
durante los años de la pandemia, permitió a los organizadores ofrecer una sesión anual gratuita para la
niñez y de pago para los adultos. El Estudio Bíblico continuó con este tema al leer Isaías 40, que incluye
el pasaje: “Oh Señor, avívanos de nuevo”.
La inclusión y la diversidad estuvieron a la vanguardia cuando luchamos colectivamente para reconocer
con amoroso cuidado el daño que se ha hecho en nuestros espacios de reunión, incluida la Reunión
para la Adoración. Buscamos reparar el daño de las heridas pasadas y actuales, de las insensibilidades
aprendidas en la sociedad dominante. Buscamos reconocer formas en las que podamos practicar la
bondad amorosa simple entre nosotros y construir una comunidad amada, justa e inclusiva. Los
oradores principales del panel Marlene Coach-Eisenstein, Peni Hall y Keith Runyan desafiaron a los
participantes a tener humildad y estar atentos a las áreas en las que carecemos de conciencia,
especialmente el capacitismo, el racismo y la falta de armonía con el mundo natural. Las conversaciones
abiertas y curiosas pueden atraer a Amigos que se sienten excluidos. El Espíritu nos equipa para ver los
dones y necesidades de los demás y anima a Amigos y Amigas a ofrecer una mano tierna en actos de
bondad.
El Comité de Ministerial y el Subcomité de Justicia Racial presentaron un documento que describe las
pautas propuestas para hacer una pausa antes de hablar para reflexionar sobre el origen de las propias
palabras y ha desarrollado una serie de talleres a lo largo de los últimos años para examinar las prácticas
de exclusión subconsciente entre los Amigos. Durante la reunión, el Subcomité de Justicia Racial
presentó el discurso de apertura virtualmente en la Junta Anual de Nueva York, algo que no hubiera
sido posible en el pasado. Nos consoló que nuestro trabajo para hacer de los Amigos y Amigas una
comunidad más inclusiva y consciente, dispuesta a reconocer los impactos continuos de la historia, sea
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compartido por muchas Juntas Anuales en todo el mundo. El Amigo de Honolulu, Aaron Terry, guio a
un grupo de participantes en la práctica tradicional hawaiana de Hoʻoponopono, la curación y
corrección de errores pasados, y analizamos cómo Amigas y Amigos podrían traer más atención plena
para resolver conflictos entre nosotros.
El proceso de discernimiento cuáquero ofrece un modelo para buscar la Verdad más allá de las
divisiones en esta época de guerras y cicatrices, devastación climática, desigualdades sociales,
económicas, de género y raciales. Los Amigos y Amigas están desarrollando formas de reparar los daños
del pasado y avanzar a la sociedad hacia un futuro más saludable. La escucha profunda es un acto de
entrega. La adoración se profundiza cuando Amigas y Amigos pueden liberar arrepentimientos y
preocupaciones con cada exhalación y recibir renovación con cada inhalación en lo que Thomas Kelly
denominó como “inmediatez continuamente renovada” con la Fuente del Amor. ¿Cómo podrían
convertirse los Amigos y Amigas de la Junta Anual del Pacífico en epístolas vivientes, mensajeros de la
regeneración? Estamos llamados a ser audaces unos con otros y ser un faro de luz para el resto del
mundo.
Madres y padres encontraron consuelo en las historias de lucha de los demás para participar
plenamente en la reunión mientras cuidaban a niñas y niños pequeños y resonaron con un informe del
Comité del Programa Infantil que plantea preocupaciones sobre la niñez que es ignorada o incluso
tratada con "otredad" por parte de adultos que no están específicamente encargados del cuidado de
niños y niñas. Se formó un grupo de afinidad de padres, lo que hizo que madres y padres se sintieran
empoderados para llevar a sus hijos a un grupo de interés centrado en el futuro de la Junta Anual del
Pacífico que, sin darnos cuenta, se programó en un momento en que era un desafío para padres y
madres asistir. Los niños y niñas dibujaron su visión del futuro en un papel gigante y alegraron a todos.
A pesar de las preocupaciones sobre la disminución de los números, 1/3 de los asistentes en persona a
esta sesión anual tenían menos de 35 años. Comenzamos la reunión mirando el pasado y terminamos
sintiéndonos presentes y optimistas sobre el futuro.
Escuchamos ministerio con una adaptación de una canción que se canta a menudo en nuestras
reuniones:
Hasta que se gane la verdadera diversidad
De inclinarnos y doblarnos no nos avergonzaremos
Girar, aprender, será nuestro deleite,
Hasta que girando y aprendiendo lleguemos a lo correcto.
A nombre de la Junta Anual del Pacífico
Laura Magnani
Secretaria General

(traducido por Daniel Lean Moctezuma)
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Attachment 8: Young Adult Friends Epistle
7/26/2022

2022 Pacific Yearly Meeting Young Adult Friends Epistle
On July 22nd 2022, 23 Young Adult Friends gathered together in person at Mount Madonna
Center for Pacific Yearly Meeting’s Annual Session. We are immensely grateful for this lively
week and the opportunity to be in community with Friends of all ages, old and new. We
attended meetings for worship, plenary sessions, interest groups and shared many meals
together. After a short discernment we are thrilled to announce we have decided to revive the
YAF committee which was laid down in 2017. Alma Moon and Ari Standish will act as CoClerks for the upcoming year. This decision will allow us to have more scheduled
programming for Annual Sessions as well as providing YAFs resources throughout the year.
We look forward to the future and the crucial work that young Friends need to do to support
the growth of our beloved community!

If you have questions or concerns, you can contact us at
YoungAdultFriendsClerk@pacificyearlymeeting.org
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Attachment 9: Junior Yearly Meeting Epistle
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Attachment 10: Children’s Program Epistle
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REPORTS
Children’s Program Committee
Report to Annual Session of Pacific Yearly Meeting 2022
Thank you for the opportunity to present to the Annual Session. The Children’s Program Committee
has not done this before.
Our committee provides programming for children at PacYM. We have done this diligently, often by
the same people, year after year. We have seen a decrease in children’s attendance not only at Pacific
Yearly Meeting but also at Quarterly and Monthly Meetings. Though there are many young people who
find that their beliefs line up with Friends, the actual attendance by younger Quakers is declining and
participation by families is at an all-time low. What could be the cause of this decrease? Is there
anything that we can do to reverse the trend?
Last year, our CPC Lead Coordinator developed a series of Quaker gatherings for families, which were
small, intimate field trips held outside, following Covid-safe protocols, that included both Quarterly
Meetings. We were pleased with the overall success. The families connected with one another and even
brought families that had not previously attended Monthly Meetings. There is a need for connection
that can be addressed by “Quaker field trips”. This committee believes that fostering connection can be
key to gathering families into the Quaker structures, providing a welcoming environment and giving us
continuity to the future.
However, there is a serious disincentive that families experience in our Meetings: a bias towards
making children “other”. Much work has been done in the last few years to build an inclusive Quaker
community. We have examined the ways in which we exclude people without meaning to. Those who
are different are put into categories as ‘other’, keeping them at arm’s length; while appearing polite, we
show them in subtle ways that they don’t belong.
Unfortunately, we have experienced Friends ‘othering’ our young people. Many Friends, when asked
to help with the children’s programs, say they feel uncomfortable working with children. Many are too
busy with important projects, saying “I did my duty when I was a parent.” When we organize
intergenerational activities, very few adults attend. For many of us, ‘intergenerational’ means an
activity we can skip. We ask the Yearly Meeting Community – would you find this refusal to engage
acceptable if we were asking Friends to participate in interfaith, intercultural or interracial gatherings?
Our children are ours. They are not ‘other.’ Even if they are other people’s children, they still belong
to us. They are among the most exciting and insightful people in this rapidly changing present. They
are our future.
So, we want to address this overall problem in two parts:
First, we have organized gatherings throughout the state where children and their families can meet.
Most field trips are scheduled after Annual Session. We have nine more scheduled this year, ranging
from Los Angeles to Humboldt County. In these gatherings, children will meet with children from
other meetings and enjoy fun activities based on Quaker values. Their parents have the opportunity to
meet other Quaker parents. Quaker families can invite their friends to experience Quakerism. These
field trips are fun for children and parents alike.
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The second part: we challenge committees to provide activities for children and youth which would
engage and educate them about what committees do and how children are important to us. We ask
people at the Yearly Meeting to spend time with children, sitting with their families during meals and
asking children what they are thinking. We request that you attend the intergenerational events, (there
are three planned). Finally, we ask that you bring home to your Meeting ideas of how to include
children and families in worship and your Meeting life.
There are many good ways to address this problem and we would very much appreciate your input and
support.
We have one further request for you today: since these field trips are held outside of Annual Session,
we request that the budget for these trips be $7000 to $8000 per year out of general fund, with our
Annual Session budget to be determined at RepCom.
Respectfully submitted by
Molly Bishop, Rhea Farley co clerks, Sandy Farley, Mary Miche
Keenan Lorenzato, ex officio as YPC
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Communications Committee
Report to Annual Session 2022
Summary: We continue to work hard in service of strengthening our communication with each other.
We bring to you our first yearly meeting directory!
Dearly Beloved Friends,
Above all, we are excited to share with you our first Pacific Yearly Meeting directory. This has been a
labor of love for the past several years and, as our archivist Jan Tappan reminds us, a vision of Friends
in this yearly meeting for six decades.
To produce this directory as well as email lists, we have continued to work on building out our
communications and membership database. Specifically, we have:
● Recorded 2179 individuals, of which 2005 are adults and 174 are children.
● ~40% of PacYM meetings have provided at least some contact information on 75% or more of
the individuals from their meeting who are in the database; ~20% have provided none or
minimal information.
● Trained three friends on direct database usage.
● Continued to do outreach to monthly meetings, including attending business meetings to
explain the communications and membership database.
● Begun to solicit feedback from monthly meetings on the correctness and completeness of our
information about their members and attenders.
● Drafted and begun to share a timeline for how updates and corrections will be made each year
to the database and directory.
● Developed a handbook that documents and provides an institutional memory of our policies and
procedures related to the communications and membership database.
As we continue to work, we are eager to hear how we could make the directory even better. The
formatting and front matter were decided upon by the committee and demonstrated at the 2022
Representative Committee session, but additional feedback from the larger PacYM community will be
welcome after presentation at Annual Session.
Besides the directory, we are using the communications and membership database to create email lists.
After researching available software options, the committee decided to use Google Groups under the
existing PacYM Workspace infrastructure. So far, email lists have been created for monthly meeting
clerks, monthly meeting representatives, and parents and Friends involved in supporting events for
children under 18. A policy governing the use of these lists was approved at Representative Committee
meeting 2022.
We strive to keep the PacYM website, www.pacificyearlymeeting.org, current and useful.
● We are systematically reviewing the website to update (and occasionally overhaul) stale
information. We’ve reorganized pages related to Annual Session 2022.
● We continue to perform the Secretariat function of formatting and publishing complete minutes
packets following the RepCom and Annual Session meetings.
● We continue to add and support role-based email accounts for the Yearly Meeting.
● An improved calendaring tool called TeamUp has been installed on the website. The calendar
will be administered jointly by the PacYM Administrative Assistant and the YPC.
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● We provide oversight of the IT Administrator, Pedro Rodelas, whose services we contract for to
provide needed infrastructure support.
● We are documenting our processes, in anticipation of turnover in website editors in the new
committee year. George Mills will be stepping down after 6 years as an editor (and we thank
him for his service).
It is sometimes said that there are six phases of working with the gifts Spirit gives us: naming,
claiming, consecrating, developing, exercising, and receiving. At our first retreat this year, we engaged
with the first three phases, naming the gifts we saw in ourselves and felt called to use in our committee
work, claiming them by sharing them aloud with each other, and consecrating them through worship
together. Throughout the year, we developed and exercised our gifts through our work as a committee.
We celebrated when Friends in our wider Pacific Yearly Meeting family eagerly received the fruits of
our gifts and labor, and we struggled when these fruits were not so easily received, at times feeling
discouraged by Friends questioning our vision of a yearly meeting directory or disappointed by hearing
that a new section of the website is not as clear as we thought. During our final committee retreat, we
reflected on the relationship between exercising and receiving—between doing the work and having
that work accepted or rejected— as we asked, “How do we recognize ‘enough’ in our committee
work?”.
We are grateful to serve and hope that we have been faithful in doing “enough”.
The Members of Communications Committee are: Andrea Harman, Allison Kirkegaard, George
Mills, David Tucker and Kate Watkins (Clerk). Bronwen Hillman (Administrative Assistant and
Database Manager), Jan Tappan (Historian/Archivist), DJ Bloom (Statistical Clerk) and Keenan
Lorenzato (Youth Programs Coordinator) serve ex officio on the committee.
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Faith and Practice Revision Committee
Report to Pacific Yearly Meeting Annual Sessions 2022
As reported at Representative Committee this year, we are developing a two-part Faith and Practice,
described in our Rep Comm report as follows:
We plan to create a new Faith and Practice that will be available in two sections, the first a
“generational” document representing the heart of our faith and practice, and a second
consisting of a collection of organizational and supplementary materials that are more directly
linked to changing conditions and structures or that serve as resource material. Both “books”
will be posted digitally, downloadable, and available for print-on-demand, but the first is
designed to exist with little or no change for a decade or more, and the second to be subject to
periodic additions or changes. Our present Faith and Practice we feel is in many ways richly
useful and will remain as a basis for our work. The “generational” text will reflect in the main
the first half of the present text, and the resource text mainly the second half.
Since March the committee has carefully reviewed and discussed the present Faith and Practice text
and has organized the past work of the committee more efficiently for our future use. We have made
some tentative decisions regarding which material would best be included in the first book of our Faith
and Practice, and which would best appear in the “handbook” of organizational and supplementary
material that will undergo more frequent revision. The advances in technology make this more
frequent revision of material describing such things as program development and new patterns of
meeting gatherings more possible and useful. More fundamental and abiding elements of our faith and
practice—descriptions of worship life and our discernment practice, for example—will appear in the
first book, which would likely be referred to simply as our Faith and Practice.
Our preliminary work suggests to us that most of the present text requires only minor revision and will
remain useful to us. Some sections can benefit from more substantial revision, however. Our work in
the coming years will be in dialogue with the larger community—as has been the revision practice in
past years--and we offer here a few areas we presently feel are in need of significant revision:
---Part I of our present book is titled “PYM in context.” This historical introduction, with its account of
our relationship to Christianity, contains elements useful to our book but which we believe are better
placed later in the volume. We imagine creating a new initial section, opening our book with an
account of the Quaker way of life, of what lies at the heart of our faith and practice.
--- Part II of our present text contains a lengthy section titled “Living our Faith,” containing accounts of
our testimonies, advices and queries, and concerns and leadings. We feel that a new approach to the
testimonies, a careful review of advices and queries, and a rewrite of concerns and leadings
descriptions, lies ahead for us in this section.
---Parts IV and VI of the present text describe the organization of monthly, quarterly and yearly
meetings. There have been changes in how we organize ourselves since the time of our last revision;
examples of new developments include clerking circles and other approaches to clerking meetings, the
impact of digital technology on how we meet, and the evolution of the youth program in the yearly
meeting. While brief accounts of basic organizational elements will be useful in the first book, much
of the detail can be included to the “handbook”, where we can update more frequently the evolving
adaptations that serve the work of our meetings at each level of our Society.
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In the concluding section of our presentation of this report at plenary we plan to form small groups for
Friends to respond to our work. The following queries will be offered for consideration, and those
participating will be invited to continue the discussion at the interest group to be held later that day.
- What arises in you in response to what we’ve shared?
- What excites you or rings true? What concerns do you sense?
- What recommendations do you have for our work?

Sue Scott, Inland Valley, Jim Anderson, Chico, Co-clerks, Faith and Practice Revision Committee
Ray Rischpater, Palo Alto; Patricia Portillo, Sacramento; Margaret Mossman, Berkeley; Diego
Navarro, Santa Cruz; Jan Tappan, Orange Grove [ex officio: Historian Archivist], Sarah Tyrrell,
Berkeley [IT Specialist]
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Finance Committee
Report to Annual Session July 2022
Committee Members include Martha Hunkins, Robert Levering, John Murphy, Sherri Sisson, Sarah
Bottom and Doug Smith (FC Clerk). Ex-Officio members include Susy Cervantes and DJ Bloom for
statistical support, Roy Allen (Treasurer) and Genie Stowers (Assistant Treasurer). Presiding Clerk
Laura Magnani also attends and assists.
We are generally in a good financial position at this time, provided the deficit from the Annual Session
stays within reasonable bounds which will be determined later this summer. This is because we did not
hold in-person Annual Sessions during the past two years, plus very little travel expense was incurred
by PYM members. This enables us to celebrate our Jubilee year by absorbing some of the costs of AS.
We also are reminded that we made a two-year commitment for an Administrative Assistant of $30,000
per year, total $60,000, which will come out of reserves.
We did reduce the suggested Monthly Meeting contributions during the last two years, and are
recommending the current amounts be used again for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. However, we will
likely need to revisit contributions for the 2023-24 year, assuming expenditures reach the levels we saw
pre-Covid. The current statistical summary states that the number of members as of 5-31-2022 is about
1150 (a decrease of 24 from last year).
Suggested contributions for the coming year, per member: $98, $40 (Hawaii), $24 (Mexico).
The general operations budget for 2022-2023 is largely unchanged, but we ask that the following
revisions be considered for approval by members at Annual Session (please note that increases in
‘reserve caps’ affect the Balance Sheet, but not the budget; these increases still need approval):
(1) We reviewed the YPCC budget proposal, which is quite detailed, and feel that the increase from
$84,774 to $90,819 is justified. This total is itemized in the FC operations budget worksheet as
line items 6105 through 6190, in seven categories. (In addition, the YPCC includes $5193 as a
vacation reserve, even though the vacation will likely be taken during the year.)
(2) LACC (Latin American Concerns Committee) asks that we increase their budget to allow up to
three representatives (El Salvador, Guatemala, and Mexico City) to visit PYM next year. They
estimate costs at about $1800. Finance Committee suggests restoring their outreach line item
(5212) from $500 to $600. Also, LACC have accrued $1174 to date in their reserve (2749), and
if the ‘reserve cap’ is increased to $2400, ongoing rollovers from their outreach line should
meet their needs for next year. So, the budget impact is nominal ($100).
(3) The FUM Triannual meeting is next year in Kenya, and we currently have accrued $2500 in
line 2745. That is the current reserve cap, and sending someone to Kenya will be expensive, so
we recommend leaving 5280, the travel line for FUM, at $400, but increasing the cap to $3300
so more can accrue. There is no current budget impact.
(4) Stephen McNeil asked $500 organizational support be added for support of Friends Peace
Teams prior to his untimely passing. We currently budget $750 for FPT travel, which will
likely not be used. We suggest PYM add a new line item of $500 for support this year (5267),
and can consider whether to continue it or not next year. Budget impact adds $500, but as
mentioned the $750 travel will likely be unspent.
(5) The Children’s Program Committee (CPC) has launched an exciting new series of field trips,
and plans ten of them this summer and fall. The current Annual Session budget is adequate to
cover these costs this year as well as direct AS costs. However, FC suggests that future field
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trips should be budgeted within general operations rather than the Annual Session budget. We
recommend a new line item for Field Trips be added to the general operations budget for 20222023 in the amount of $8000. The Treasurer created line 5222.1 for this expense.
(6) Doug S. (FC) and Julie H. (Nominating Comm) reviewed the Support Line items for some 10
entities, and the only change we suggest (in addition to the Friends Peace Teams mentioned
above) is that PYM increase Friends House Moscow Support Association from $500 to $1000.
The tragedies in that region are producing incredible problems and need, including PTSD for
returning soldiers, and the increase might be perceived at least as moral support. Net increase
$500.
(7) We also reviewed the 12 conference travel categories, most of which have been dormant for
two-plus years, and are leaving the budget balance unchanged as Nominating Committee is
working to appoint delegates/representatives for all of them. However, Finance Committee is
very concerned about ‘Travel Issues’ in general. Both airline and hotel expenses seem to be
rising rapidly and exorbitantly. We suggest PYM members try to use online meetings
whenever feasible in order to limit travel (both for the expense and carbon savings), but
recognize that certain travel will be necessary and indeed encouraged now that Covid-19 has
evolved.
A year ago, PYM created an Assistant Treasurer position to handle tasks such as payroll related duties,
which has worked out very well, and we will likely see a further transition of the Treasurer’s work in
the coming months. We are of course deeply thankful for Roy and his incredible long-time service, but
know he is looking forward to retiring from the Treasurer position in the near future.
DS 7 1 2022
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General Operations Budget
(The FY 2023 Proposed Budget was approved during Plenary V)
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Latin American Concerns Committee
Report to Annual Session 2022
In 1997, PYM Annual Session established a standing Latin America Concerns Committee to
gather and disseminate information to Pacific and other Yearly Meetings regarding Friends groups and
service projects in Latin America with special attention to Casa de los Amigos in Mexico City, El
Salvador Project and Guatemala Friends Scholarship Program (Progresa). The intention is to support
rather than replace spirit-led projects already supported by Monthly Meetings, Worship Groups and
individual Friends. In 2017, the Undocumented Student Program of Sacramento Meeting became the
fourth project in LACC.
Casa de los Amigos
Casa de los Amigos is a Quaker Center for Peace and International Understanding in Mexico City and
the historic home of the Mexico City Monthly Meeting. The Casa remains paralyzed by an ongoing
institutional crisis, but there is hope and progress. In 2019 the outgoing director illegally removed the
majority of the Board (Asamblea) without their knowledge and hired a new director unfamiliar with
Quaker work. Since then, most programs have ceased, most partners cut ties, and the building has been
occupied. Since this past summer it appears that the people who instigated the crisis are no longer
involved and that the occupants are overseen by Horacio Peña, a programmed Quaker from Northern
Mexico and former board member in 2007. For reasons that remain unclear, he has largely refused the
Board’s efforts to meet and address our community’s significant concern. The Board encourages
anyone who might have an impactful connection with Horacio Peña to contact us. As the Board works
diligently to return the Casa to its community and mission, please consider joining our newsletter email
list by emailing asamblea@casadelosamigos.org or visiting www.casadelosamigos.org.
El Salvador Projects
Political problems in El Salvador have made our director Robert Broz keep a low profile after basic
constitutional rights were removed by congress as a way for the government to combat criminal and
gang activities. The initial declaration has now been extended for a total of 90 days - three 30 day
periods - and will most likely be continued. Over 40 thousand arrests, including now around 500 cases
of people with no known ties to criminal activities, have been made, with more than a dozen deaths of
detainees under arrest. Opponents of the current New Ideas controlled congress and president Bukele
are fearful and believe this is an attempt to keep people from publicly criticizing the party and
president.
Our work does continue providing financial support to a no interest student loan to 18 university
students, providing a stipend to one teacher in the K-12 school in El Bario, as well support for four
teachers who provide extra classes to junior and senior high school students on two Saturdays of each
month. Our coed student house in San Salvador is currently used by 12 of the 18 students, and our
support to the youth group in El Bario continues as in the past several years.
To follow our work or for more information, you can visit www.pafmelsalvadorprojects.org, or see our
fan page on Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/pafmelsalprojects. You are also welcome to write to
our Project Director, Robert Broz, at rpbroz@gmail.com, or Committee Clerk Hulda Muaka, at
huldamuaka@hotmail.com .
Guatemala Friends Scholarship Committee (PROGRESA)
2021 was a second year of great challenges and significant achievements. 95 students were supported,
and 19 graduated. About half of our students had sponsors. Despite heroic efforts of staff to support
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students, the continuing pandemic took a toll. Worsening economic conditions forced over 20% to drop
out: a much greater number than in the past. PROGRESA, as well as other programs, was unable to
meet our new student recruitment goals, yet we continue to work towards our goal of 100. Vaccinations
are required by PROGRESA, and two potential students declined. Staff continues to ensure that our
students can connect with virtual classes. Workshops are held weekly to provide student support and
promote community. Some students participated in an Alternatives to Violence Basic Workshop taught
by PAV Guatemala; there are plans to offer the Advanced workshop followed by a trauma awareness
workshop, Resilience to Trauma. A second successful virtual Teaching English class was held in 2021.
In December 2022, we will have the third virtual Teaching English class since the conditions are still
not good enough for an in-person workshop. For more information visit: www.guatemalafriends.org
or https://www.facebook.com/progresa.quakers Or you can contact us: Miguel Costop, Director
progresa3@gmail.com or Donna Smith, Progresa co-clerk at RedwoodForestFM
dforestvil@aol.com
Sacramento Friends Meeting, Undocumented Student scholarship Project
Sacramento Friends Meeting has been working to support undocumented students at Sacramento State
University since 2010. Our scholarship consists of a $1,000 award per year. It is renewable and
available to undergraduate and graduate students. In the current academic year 2021-2022, we awarded
scholarships to four qualifying applicants. Currently, we are supporting seven students. During the
pandemic it has been more difficult to keep in touch with scholarship recipients. One student who
graduated last year got a job as a music teacher at a private school. Another recent graduate said,
“Thank you very much! I am super excited to begin my professional career as a school counselor! I will
make sure to share your link and stay in touch as I am sure I will be working with many students who
can benefit from this scholarship!” From providing support for DACA renewal fees, to buying
materials for classes, and helping students pay for housing, our scholarship continues to give students
hope that someone cares about their future. We at Sacramento Friends Meeting are grateful for the
continued support from members of PYM and Monthly Meetings.
http://www.quakerundocumentedstudentscholarship.org/index.html
2022 Linda Rowell, Chico, Co-Clerk
2023 Sirgei Agalzoff, Orange Grove
2024 Margaret Willis, Delta.
2024 Paty Constantino, Mexico City
Appt by Casa de los Amigo--Bart Czyz
Appt by El Salvador Project-- Hulda Muaka, Palo Alto
Appt by Guatemala Scholarship(Progresa)--Donna Smith, Redwood Forest, Co-Clerk
Appt by Undocumented Student Project--Patricia Portillo, Sacramento

Submitted by Donna Smith, Co-Clerk
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Ministry Committee
Report to Pacific Yearly Meeting
Annual Session July 2022
The future of the yearly meeting
What is the future of our yearly meeting, the future of Quakerism in our region? We read in the state of
the meeting reports of many (though not all) meetings that continue to shrink and age, with diminished
energy for volunteering in meeting positions. Our Nominating Committee tells us how hard it is to find
volunteers for all our positions. What are we called to do as a yearly meeting? Are we being called to
do less? Or to do things differently from how they have been done in the past? Where is the yearly
meeting headed? How is it changing; how do we want it to change? What’s it for? Where is the
energy? The Ministry committee holds these questions in our hearts and minds, and we bring them to
you as a hybrid interest group at this year’s annual gathering.
Racial Justice
It has been clear to us that one area where Spirit has been at work among us is in our internal racial
justice work. Working with our Racial Justice Subcommittee we have become further sensitized to the
unintended harm that has been happening in our midst. At last year’s annual session the Subcommittee
presented a carefully contained process for “step one” of addressing potential harm in plenary sessions,
the step of identifying unawarely hurtful speech, breaking the silence and opening the possibility for
change. We saw people then taking this step into meeting for worship with messages about speech that
is hurtful to people of color. We found that there can be a lot of discomfort for white people in the
listening to such messages. Can we find a way forward to stop harm that has been happening in our
midst through unaware blindness and respect for norms of silence and comfortable “unity”? Can we
trust that stopping such harm, hearing such truths, will draw us together in deeper love, in the sacred
spaces we create?
We think it is possible for God/Spirit/our divine nature/Higher Power to make an attempt to correct our
errors. This might especially happen in our sacred spaces, where we are most safe, and most deeply
rooted in our connection to each other and the divine.
We invite you to join us in Sunday’s plenary to explore a deeper understanding of the nature and power
of the gatherings we call meeting for worship. We’re providing a document about meeting for worship
prepared for this year’s annual session. [link to document, and audio if available] It concludes, “When
we hear a vocal ministry alerting us of harm being done, we treat it as any other vocal ministry, i.e, it is
a message from God delivered through the individual. We receive it with an open heart and with
gratitude, seeking to follow the Spirit’s emergent agenda, to understand what just happened.”
May discomfort we experience in speaking about and hearing of our engrained errors lead to an
outbreak of love amongst us!
Membership in the yearly meeting
Lately we’ve heard a few inquiries about possible membership in the yearly meeting itself. This idea is
appealing in particular to some young Friends, not attached to a monthly meeting, but still identifying
as Quaker and to whom their Quaker community is important. If you or someone you know would like
to be in this conversation, email clerk Gail Eastwood, eastwood@asis.com.
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Hybrid Annual Session
We have, of course, been focusing on the upcoming first of a hybrid annual session. Doing our pieces
to the best of our abilities, we still have questions. What will it be like to gather together in a smaller
number, after all this time of inability to meet in person? Surely there will be joy! What will it be like
for those on Zoom—will they also be drawn up into the building of the Beloved Community? We look
forward to harvesting the fruits of this new way of gathering.
Joys and Obstacles
This year we faced the mid-term resignation of three of our valued members. The joy of the midterm
appointment of Lee Sisson has helped to bolster our capacity. We still fall short of the usual number to
accomplish the tasks of preparing for our annual gathering or the ongoing work of maintaining liaison
with other yearly meeting committees and other elements of our yearly meeting. We have been
learning how to connect in the spirit despite the distances between us, and there is joy in that
connection.
2023 (2021) Robin DuRant, quakerrobin@gmail.com
2023 (2021) Rita Comes Whitney, ravrita@gmail.com
2023 (2018) Gail Eastwood, eastwood@asis.com, clerk
2021 (2019) Eric Sabelman, eesabelman@gmail.com
2024 (2021) Jay Cash, jonahcash@gmail.com
2022 (2022) Lee Sisson, sissonlk@guilford.edu
2023 (2021) Stanford Searl, <stansearl@gmail.com>

·
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Eldering Subcommittee
Report to Annual Session 2022
Clerk Laura Magnani has called us to the deep work of building beloved community, trusting spirit to
find new ways of living our faith. The Eldering subcommittee of the Ministry Committee of Pacific
Yearly Meeting is taking part in that call, growing the elder capacity throughout our yearly meeting;
offering and arranging spiritual accompaniment for people in clerking and other demanding roles; and
holding the plenaries of Annual Session in prayer.
We have now offered a total of five eldering workshops on zoom for monthly meetings, adding Davis
and Redwood Forest this year. We continue to be encouraged by the active engagement and positive
feedback from the participants. We expect to continue offering these workshops in the coming year and
are hopeful that we will expand our offering to Meetings in the Southern Quarter as well. So monthly
meetings, we await your invitation!
In early spring we were delighted to hold our yearly retreat in person at Rocky Knoll, the home of
Doug Hamm and Dorothy Henderson. We were able to hold several hybrid sessions with Chamba,
Valerie and Robin joining us on zoom. Those of us present were grateful for the hospitality not only at
Rocky Knoll, and the Bishops, but at the home of Susan Hopkins who offered her guest house for two
retreatants. In our retreat we were able to deepen our relationships with each other and take the time to
wrestle with eldering issues that our once-a-month subcommittee meetings don’t allow.. And
importantly, returning to an in-person retreat meant (for most of us) the communal act of indulging in
the requisite M and M peanuts.
Our retreat is bearing fruit for the coming year as we expand our support for the ongoing eldering in the
yearly meeting; respond to requests for elder support outside of our yearly meeting; and deepen our
faithfulness in this work with each other. We have begun to consider how to reclaim what it means to
elder as we consider creating a new workshop.
In our workshops we have frequently been asked how to support meetings and committees when
Friends act or speak in ways that are hurtful to others. How can we speak hard truths with love in ways
that lead to repairing community and relationships? Or maybe the question is how do we bring God
into the difficult areas and seek Truth together? We are in the planning stages of a second workshop for
our monthly meetings that will allow us to wrestle with these questions in community. We look
forward to the coming year for the challenges and gifts it will bring.
The Eldering Subcommittee members are:
Gordon Bishop, Grass Valley; Elaine Emily, Strawberry Creek; Valerie Nuttman, Santa Cruz; Mica
Estrada, Strawberry Creek; Nancy Wilkinson, Strawberry Creek; Chamba Cooke, Grass Valley; Paul
Harris and Dinah Bachrach, Redwood Forest; Robin Durant (Ministry Liaison), Orange Grove; and
Dorothy Henderson, Grass Valley. Clerk;
Respectfully submitted,
Dorothy Henderson, Clerk
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Indigenous Concerns Subcommittee
Annual Report, 29 June 2022
PYM’s Indigenous Concerns Subcommittee was reconstituted and began meeting in December 2021.
Eight members have been active and attended most meetings. Most, to their knowledge, are fully
European in ancestry. Two members have some Native heritage.
This group started by sharing knowledge and backgrounds related to Indigenous concerns which
provided a rich set of references and ideas, laying a foundation for addressing the needs of PYM’s
monthly meetings.
We then looked at five possible scenarios for focusing our efforts. Feeling called to connect with
monthly meetings, members volunteered to contact a selection of monthly meetings. Getting responses
from monthly meetings proved challenging. This exercise showed that the awareness of Indigenous
issues was likely lacking in PYM generally. Not giving up, we persevere in reaching out to monthly
meetings.
We have considered where monthly meetings are in relationship to indigenous concerns. Little, if any,
action has happened in most meetings. Once Annual Session concludes we expect to find ways to guide
monthly meetings toward more learning and action such as informing them about local, state and
federal actions that meetings can connect with. Additionally we can explore steps that people and
meetings can take to start relationships with Indigenous groups.
In response to a request from the PYM Presiding Clerk, we developed a water/land acknowledgement
draft which was offered at Rep Com.
Having committed to providing an interest group at Annual Session, we spent the next three months
brainstorming, drafting and reviewing the interest group program. The title is Beyond Land
Acknowledgement. We will be providing an Indigenous perspective and some resources for stimulating
thought and action.
We have been asked by the PYM Clerk to provide some kind of land acknowledgement or relationship
building exercise at the opening plenary of Annual Session which we will be doing.

Subcommittee Members are: Barbara Babin, Redwood Forest; Gail Eastwood, Humboldt; Lisa
Hubbell, unaffiliated; Yumi Kawano, Big Island; Genevieve Kules, Visalia; Tom Rothschild,
Strawberry Creek; Kalani Leonard Tinay, Big Island; Leslie Zondervan-Droz (Clerk), Humboldt.
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Racial Justice Subcommittee
Report to Annual Session 2022
This report is from the Racial Justice Subcommittee (RJSC) of the Ministry Committee – Aaron Terry,
Brenda Chung, Deborah Marks, Diego Navarro, Marlene Coach, Maryanne Michaels, Rita Comes
Following the 2021 Annual Session the RJSC reviewed our experiences and the survey feedback from
the Session. In general, the feedback was supportive of the Subcommittee’s work even though there
were some areas of sensitivity to racism being addressed during Sessions and improvements needed to
our Plenary Stepping Stones to Sacred Space Process preamble, addressing its redundancy while
informing first-time plenary attenders.
We have spent time reviewing the RJSC Sacred Space Process and identifying the changes needed for
the 2022 Annual Session. We have focused on supporting the Ministry Committee and Presiding Clerk
in their upcoming Annual Session 2021 Temperature Check process by drafting an initial survey. We
have attended two Ministry Committee meetings to discuss these areas of joint effort. We have
received a request to provide more RJSC workshops following our series of five workshops for the
Spring 2021. It is clear to the RJSC that holding such workshops is not a priority given the other work
we are involved in, however helping train others to hold these workshops is something we may
consider.
A query we have been exploring is, what can be done to help Friends shift their understanding of the
Stepping Stones to Sacred Space Process? How to help Friends understand it is not about calling out
and shaming, but rather calling in and learning about what we do so we can do what we want, which is
to build up our beloved community. We provided a letter to the Ministry Committee and the Yearly
Meeting Clerk that addresses these queries, particularly in the context of Meeting for Worship. We are
grateful to have a Ministry Committee liaison who is on both the RJSC and the Ministry Committee
who actively participates in the work of both, which helped bring forth new openings in our work with
the Ministry Committee.
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Nominating Committee
Report to Annual Session 2022 of Pacific Yearly Meeting
Summary:
1. Proposed protocol for new Service Descriptions
2. Minute to reduce Holding Corporation to 4
3. Clarify the number of representatives to be only two who travel; all others are virtual
representatives
4. Consider people first, and then tasks
5. Slate of Nominations

1.
It seems to the Nominating Committee that there should be some consistency in the way that
Service Descriptions for committees and officers are changed. For the most part, these changes do not
warrant the time or scrutiny of the Yearly Meeting at an Annual Session. We propose that the
following steps be considered an appropriate protocol, that they would be accepted by the Yearly
Meeting, and that they be added to the Faith and Practice in the location considered most appropriate
by the Faith and Practice Revision Committee.
The Service Descriptions should be:
1- posted where all can find them easily;
2- pointed out to the relevant committee or officer at the beginning of their term;
3- reviewed by relevant Friends for accuracy of intent and probability of achievement;
4- revised or rewritten as necessary to provide a useful guide to new appointees and an instrument of
expectation and accountability by the YM;
5- reviewed by Nominating Committee to assure continuity of necessary services and to inform
nominees of expectations;
6- reported to the Administrative Assistant or appropriate committee/officer for updating on the
PacYM website;
7- updated to include the date of the revisions and who was on the committee or in that office when it
was revised.
The only time a Service Description would need to go to the YM for action would be when the
Nominating Committee felt that the suggested changes failed to meet the expectations of necessary
services
2. Given the nature and duties of the Holding Corporation and the availability of Friends for service
to the Yearly Meeting, the Nominating Committee proposes reducing the number of members of
the corporation to 4. Approval by the Yearly Meeting is all that is required in the By-Laws of the
Corporation to make this change.
Proposed Minute: Pacific Yearly Meeting approves reducing the number of members of the
Holding Corporation from 6 to 4.
3.
Representation to Organizations
There is a changing landscape of how organizations do business in view of the rise of virtual and
hybrid meetings. Representative attendance at such meetings drastically increases the opportunities
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for representation. Representatives can attend without incurring travel expenses, and Pacific Yearly
Meeting can increase its presence with organizations without increasing its budget.
Clarification is called for that considers the Yearly Meeting desire for a presence with Friends
organizations, the number of Friends available to be that presence, and the testimonies of Integrity and
Equality as expressed in making such opportunities available for any Friend led to be such a presence.
Proposed Minute: Pacific Yearly Meeting will cover the costs for no more than two representatives to
attend an in-person annual meeting of a Friends’ Organization (other than members of the Board of
Western Friend / Friends Bulletin). Virtual Representatives may be appointed who do not travel. All
representatives – traveling and virtual – are expected to participate as fully as they are able.

4. When we interviewed individual Friends - learning of their personal joys and challenges, the work
they are already involved in, the changes they foresee in their lives – it was clear that we are
drawing on a shrinking pool of experienced Friends available for the 118 positions on our roster and
a not-yet-expanding pool of new Friends. The open spaces on the slate are not a reflection of failure
to reach out, nor do they indicate a lack of interest in the life of our community or the wish to
support it. They do indicate that what we thought would be possible for a committee to accomplish,
might no longer be realistic. Should someone find themselves thinking about what a committee did
not do, see if you are called to join their efforts so that it might be accomplished.
5. The slate of nominees:
(the slate of nominees approved at Annual Session 2022, Plenary V is linked HERE)
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Peace and Social Order Committee
Report to Annual Session 2022
Minutes of Concern:
Peace and Social Order Committee (PSO) proposes that PacYM extend the following approved
experiment (indented below) for another 2 years until AS 2024. This would allow for more time for
monthly, quarterly and yearly levels to give feedback for improvement in the current system, or for
offering PSO concrete alternate solutions for possible ways forward.
For context, in past years 2 separate needs were identified that our PSO committee has attempted to
address. First, the need for networking and for better communication between monthly meetings
regarding peace and social concerns. Second, a need for how to bring, approve, and distribute social
concern minutes, since former Annual Session (AS) evaluations showed consensus that Friends
attending AS did not feel that discerning the language of Social Concern Minutes during plenary
sessions was the best use of plenary time.
At Annual Session in 2020 the following was approved on a 2 year basis:
PSO will no longer bring Minutes to AS for discernment.
1. Minutes of concern may be initiated by any Monthly Meeting, by a major Quaker
organization (e.g., FCNL, FCLCA, AFSC), or PacYM committee or affinity group.
2. A Minute of concern initiated by a Monthly Meeting will be brought to PSO, which
will distribute it to all Monthly Meetings within PacYM. In the event a minute is
initiated by a major Quaker organization or other PacYM committee or affinity group
and is relevant to the work of PSO, PSO will also support the distribution of these
minutes to Monthly Meetings. Monthly Meetings may then consider their stand on the
issue raised, discern whether to approve the minute as is, or approve a minute of their
own.
3. We ask that all Monthly Meetings which approve minutes of concern:
a) send letters to the editor and other local news sources and take concrete actions
in the world to amplify the message and expand public awareness of the issue,
b) reflect on and take actions realigning our own personal thinking and Quaker
patterns and structures purposefully integrating the ideals of our minutes,
c) let PSO know what actions they have taken, so that we can track the movement
of the Spirit among us. PSO will post on the PacYM website.
Since AS 2020, PSO has distributed approved monthly meeting social concern minutes and posted
them on the website. More monthly meetings, especially in SCQM have approved minutes being
distributed. In addition, separate from PSO, SCQM initiated a Racial Justice group which shares
resources and PSO feels that this experiment has worked well in addressing the two original concerns
for better communication between monthly meetings regarding social concern minutes and better use
of plenary time.
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Service Description for PSO:
Separate from the tasks of PSO, we have asked Nominating committee to revise the service description
of our committee to reflect the approved experiment. Nominating will discuss that issue in more detail
in their own report.
Our Report:
PSO wants to highlight the great work of the Racial Justice Network of Southern CA Quarterly
meeting. A recent report of their network actions can be found at:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IdzOfgSCbKua56oq8aGcX4v3D9q3j7a9DUfyMPrrHnE
Overall, PSO celebrates a functioning committee that has faithfully met monthly online since last
annual session despite committee members dealing with Covid, losses due to wildfire, and doing street
ministry and asylum advocacy during the current refugee crisis. It has been an honor to witness the
ongoing dedication of this committee.
PSO affirms that faith and practice are interdependent, including how we communicate with each other
inside of PacYM. While we move forward in times of great change, PSO continues to discern how to
forge bonds of support and engage with monthly meetings regarding peace and social justice concerns.
We appreciate and welcome your suggestions for strengthening our yearly meeting’s involvement in
being the change we seek in the world.
Reminder:
-Please encourage your monthly meeting to check Peace and Social Order Committee’s updated
webpage to review the template and simple instructions for writing social concern minutes and for an
overview of minutes of approved by various monthly meetings by categories.
https://www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/committee-newsletters-and-reports/peace-social-ordercommittee/
-Please send all approved Social Concern Minutes to our new role based email address:
PeaceAndSocialOrderClerk@pacificyearlymeeting.org (capitalization is optional).

Respectfully, Shannon Frediani, co-clerk
PSO Committee: Zae Illo, Brian Johnston, Daniel Ulloa, and co-clerks Linnea Hanson, Betty Guthrie,
and Shannon Frediani
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Registrars Report
Annual Session 2022, Pacific Yearly Meeting
This was a very challenging year for the Registrars between personnel and capacity challenges and the
great complexity of the registration process in support of both in-person and online attendance.
Here are the final registration counts:
1. 318 friends registered to attend Annual Session
2. 176 selected an onsite option
3. 164 chose online
4. 88 chose inside lodging
5. 70 chose camping
6. 18 friends chose to commute
7. 22 friends chose to participate both in-person and online
There were many friends who cancelled or did not show up at Mt Madonna, in addition to other lastminute changes after registration closed, and so our final counts at check-in are as follows:
1. Campers: 78
2. Inside lodging: 84
3. Commuters: 15
4. Total attenders onsite during the weekend: 177
5. Average days of attendance: 4+ days/nights
Online attendance was difficult to gauge. This is an issue for further investigation – how to count
online attenders throughout the event. The highest counts reported in any given session were about 75.
It seems that many who registered to attend online did not and others may have participated in a limited
fashion.
There were many challenges with the registration process this year, despite many hours dedicated to
preparing, developing and testing the registration process. The principal challenges were as follows:
1. The complexity of the registration process was much greater than in any prior (recent) year.
2. The 3 different policy acknowledgements created challenges to ensure that in-person policies
were only presented to those staying in-person and that no one was able to complete a
registration without answering yes to the policy compliance questions. There was an early error
in the form that impacted a number of online registrants who had to redo their registrations.
3. The pay-as-led capability combined with the optional ability to pay on-line created challenges
with the software used for registration. It is designed to accept payment or not, and so a
workaround was used that was confusing to some (when not choosing to pay online, the form
total was set to zero to allow the registration to complete). There was also an error in the form
logic that impacted a number of registrants.
4. The capacity of the Registrars office was significantly impacted this year by:
a. Brylie Oxley was impacted by work demands on not able to take a principal role in the
registration process development and support, although he was very active in supporting
the effort and provided much assistance, together with Ray Rischpater, who has been
supporting our work over the past couple years. This left much of the most complex and
technical work to the remaining Registrar, Lawrence Alderson.
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b. Lawrence Alderson had an accident and was injured at home the week of Annual
Session and was not able to attend in-person or actively support registration activities
after the Tuesday before Annual Session. A number of friends stepped in to support the
check-in process, but the absence of either Registrar at Annual Session made this
especially challenging.
5. The complexity of the Mt Madonna accommodation options, pricing and other factors made
the registration planning and process especially challenging given the prior years of online
sessions and being at Walker Creek for several years prior to that.
6. We do not have final totals for the payments received yet as they are still being compiled. As of
the close of registration, we have received over 141 payments totaling over $50K via checks
and online. Another 32 checks have been received in the mail and at Mt Madonna and will be
included with the final totals, including online payments.
The average age of registered attenders (who answered the age question) was 58.
Here is a chart of the Registered attenders by Meeting/Affiliation:

Submitted for the Registrars by Lawrence Alderson, 7/27/22
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Statistical Report
Report to Annual Session 2022
Overview
It needs to be noted that the reports from MMs were gathered during the time of the Covid-19
pandemic, but as vaccines were becoming widely available in the US. The restrictions we had observed
thru most of the previous year were just beginning to ease as this data was collected.
Membership Data
We have 23 MMs in CPQM, 9 in SCQM and 3 outside the Quarters. However, it should be noted that
one MM in CPQM is in the process of laying themselves down, to become a WG under the care of
another MM. Meanwhile, a MM in SCQM has a solitary member who attends a WG outside of their MM,
while attenders of that MM carry on the worship there.
Total membership for Pacific Yearly Meeting is 1,149, down a total of 24 from last year. Corrections to
last years membership data means that our actual membership last year was 6 less than what was
reported (1173, rather than 1179.)
CPQM
The membership in CPQM is 751, down 11 from last year. (Corrected data for last year reported this
meant CPQM was underreported by one last year). Twelve Friends became convinced this past year,
with another 6 who transferred into CPQM Meetings. Ten Friends passed away in College Park, 8
transferred to other Meetings and 11 were released from membership. One Monthly Meeting reports a
single junior member, not reflected in the adult totals.
SCQM
The membership in SCQM is 298, down 14 from last year. A single Friend was convinced in SCQM this
year, and there were no transfers into Meetings, while 7 passed away, 1 transferred out and 7 Friends
were released from membership
Meetings outside the Quarters
Membership stands at 100 up 1 from last year’s corrected count (a Friends passed away in May of 2021,
but was not reported until this year). One Friend became convinced, two transferred in and two passed
away.
Transfers
4 Friends transferred into Pacific Yearly Meeting from other Yearly Meetings, while 4 transferred out.
Four of the Friends who transferred within PacYM were transferring from one CPQM Meeting to
another. There were no net changes in our membership numbers from transfers of memberships.
Interestingly one particular MM was involved with all 4 transfers within our Yearly Meeting.
Interesting Numbers
Our largest Meeting in the Yearly remains Strawberry Creek at 103. Our smallest is Marloma/Long Beach
with 1. There are 6 Meetings with less than 10 members; there remain 6 Meetings with 70 or more.
Where are we concentrated? Just over 65% of us are in CPQM, 38% of us are in the Bay Area, and 16%
in Berkeley alone, with another 6.5% in the Capital District, and 8% around Monterey Bay.
Just over 25% are in SCQM, with almost 17% in the LA basin, almost 7% in San Diego.
Nearly 9% are outside the Quarters, mostly in Hawaii.
The average size of a Meeting is remarkably similar however, averaging 35 in SCQM, 33 in CPQM, and 33
outside the Quarters.
David-James Bloom and Susy Cervantes, Statistical Co-clerks.
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Treasurer’s Report
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About Pacific Yearly Meeting Investment Accounts
PacYM maintains three investment accounts with Friends Fiduciary, a non-profit organization that
provides investment services for Quaker organizations. Recent history of these accounts:

For the Bob Vogel Endowment account, Friends Fiduciary automatically sends to PacYM semi-annual
distributions in amounts estimated to keep the effective value of the account stable, considering actual
and projcted market conditions and inflation. PacYM puts the proceeds of these distributions into its
Vogel Youth Projects Fund, from which the Youth Programs Coordinating Committee (YPCC) makes
grants to support youth work of the Yearly Meeting. Withdrawals from any of our Friends Fiduciary
accounts, other than the above-mentioned automatic distributions from the Bob Vogel Endowment, can
occur only with the written authorization of at least two of PacYM's designated signers for these
accounts: the Treasurer, the Assistant Treasurer, the Clerk of the Finance Committee, and the Yearly
Meeting's Presiding Clerk.
PacYM's Bob Vogel Endowment was established in 2013, funded by a donation from Pacific Friends
Outreach Society (PFOS), and named in honor of PacYM Friend Bob Vogel and his long commitment
to peace, justice and youth. The donor (PFOS) stipulated that these funds should not be used to pay
salary or wages (PacYM minute AS 2013-04). Per minute AS 2013-07, "Consistent with the terms of
the gift, requests to spend funds will be managed and approved by PYM’s Youth Program Coordinator
Supervisory Committee (YPCSC), or another appropriate committee to be determined by PYM in the
event that the YPCSC is laid down.
PYM’s Finance Committee and Treasurer will manage the financial aspects of this gift such as
investments and accounting." It has been the custom of the Youth Programs Coordinating Committee
(formerly known as YPCSC) to include, in its annual reports to the Yearly Meeting, information about
grants made from the proceeds of this endowment.
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Unity with Nature Committee
PacYM Annual Session Report
Pacific Yearly Meeting’s Unity with Nature Committee is energized by recognition that we are at a
pivotal place in addressing the climate crisis – a place that requires both practical creativity and
spiritual tenacity. The committee’s determination and enthusiasm are shown, in part, by its many
activities and by meeting regularly over the last year. We will lead ourselves to a more positive climate
future as we join, learn, and act together.
In more than one instance, wisdom-containing writing has spurred exploration. Through 2021, the
committee facilitated a monthly Braiding Sweetgrass worship-discussion group to help yearly meeting
Friends explore indigenous insight and imagine alternative ways of interacting with Creation. This
group regularly had more than 25 Friends attend. Also, inspired by Philadelphia YM’s impressive
document “Moving Forward in the Face of Climate Change” – with inspiration and information for
individuals, monthly meetings, and its yearly meeting – the Unity with Nature Committee is pursuing a
similar comprehensive call to action and roadmap for Pacific YM. A major step toward this is the July
30 Zoom-based workshop offered by the committee, “Creating a Climate Action Strategy,” that is
open to all.
The Unity with Nature Committee has a commitment to facilitating creative sharing among PacYM
monthly meetings. Thus far, two Zoom meetings have been offered to all PacYM monthly meetings,
where people have learned about and discussed “Moving Forward in the Face of Climate Change” and
the Sacramento Meeting climate change efforts. The committee plans to facilitate more yearly
meeting-wide discussions and encourages suggestions from monthly meetings about topics. In
addition, the Unity with Nature Committee is hosting interest groups at the upcoming 2022 PacYM
Annual Session, as discussed elsewhere in AS materials.
To come together effectively on climate change, the committee is aware that people must have
personal, spiritual, and tangible needs met. Therefore, Unity with Nature is looking toward offering
opportunities for both (a) climate change grief work among yearly meeting individuals and meetings;
and (b) providing guidance, gathered from a wide variety of sources, about specific Quaker and societal
steps to stem climate change and its impact. Such steps must include both mitigation and adaptation
strategies, since each is crucial, especially for the most vulnerable among us. The committee hopes
such support and steps can be communicated via a website, written materials distributed by PacYM,
and further yearly meeting-wide collaborations among monthly meetings and others.
All are welcome and encouraged to join us in this work together.
Best wishes for now and the future from the Pacific Yearly Meeting Unity with Nature Committee:
Co-clerks Gayle Matson and Keith Runyan; and members Nancy Glock-Gruenich; Suellen Lowry;
Joseph Cotham; Marge Gianelli; Paty Constantino; Ragni Larsen-Orta.
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Youth Programs Coordinating Committee
Report to Annual Session 2022
Requests to Monthly Meeting Reps and PYM Committee Clerks: Please share these links with your meeting.
We encourage everyone to check the PacYM website for:
● Our regularly updated intergenerational calendar
● Our instagram @pacymyouthprograms
● Information and application forms for grant funding from our Youth Programs Fund
○ YPCC accepts year-round grant applications for youth and intergenerational projects and events,
or event attendance assistance.
○ To see how Youth Programs Fund have been used link to spreadsheet
The pandemic has impacted youth and youth programs at every level of our society. Monthly, Quarterly, Yearly
meetings and youth camps have all struggled to find meaningful ways to safely engage young people during covid
restrictions. Camps and gatherings were canceled completely for 2 years. Isolation, fear, uncertainty and
disappointment, as events were planned and then canceled at the last minute due to surges, were experienced
through the last year. Although our focus in YPCC is on youth, we see the toll it has taken on everyone. In-person
gatherings are essential to the development of a sense of community for young people, and this experience of being
part of a loving community is at the heart of the social, emotional and spiritual development of young people.
Now, as in-person events are gradually resuming, we seek ways to bring young people back into the Quaker
community. The Youth Programs Fund has been crucial to enabling the Youth Programs Coordinator to run events
through the pandemic. We are excited to support summer camp programs at Quaker Center and Woolman, Young
Adult Friends Wilderness experiences and work camps, as well as gatherings with Friends of all ages at Annual
Session as ways to grow our Quaker youth community once again.
Successes
The pivot of Ben Lomond Quaker Center (BLQC) to allow a few Young Adult Friends to live on campus during
some months of the pandemic greatly enhanced our young adult community. With support from the Youth
Programs Fund, it yielded two young adult work weekends which were well attended for covid events with 12 and
then 22 Friends. Some of the attendees had not been actively attending Quaker events for some time; others were
completely new to Quakerism.
Continued guidance from the YPCC committee has enhanced the offerings of one of our repeat grant recipients Young Adult Wilderness trips. This has yielded more registrants than ever before. We hope to continue to see
more new faces.
Relationships between the YPCC, Quaker Center and Woolman have been strengthened and have led to more and
stronger youth programming. We are hopeful that these connections will support staff transitions and the
regrowing of youth programs at both centers.
Challenges
State bill AB506 has changed the way youth serving organizations complete background checks. In an effort to
enhance youth safety, the bill greatly complicates and actually undermines some of the processes that have been
in place. Nevertheless, we have submitted the proper paperwork to become a registered agency with the CA
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Department of Justice and are doing the work needed to bring our organization into compliance, while not
diminishing our protocols.
Shortened planning timelines, covid related cancellations and the irregularity of in-person events remain a
challenge for most of our youth organizing.
This committee remains short staffed, as Nominating has been unable to fill vacancies. The basic functions of the
committee have been maintained; however, there is no capacity for improvement or additional creativity.
We continue to seek effective communication methods to reach Friends of all ages, who are both new attenders
and familiar Friends.
Opportunities
Covid has impacted our programs across the board. Where once there were multiple standalone programs serving
our Quaker youth community, now pretty much all those programs have new staff if they still exist at all. This
gives us the opportunity to come together like a superhero team, and act in a more coordinated way. We’re aiding
Camp Woolman and Quaker Service and Art Camp at Ben Lomond to have outstanding summers. We’re looking
at ways to bring those camps together after this summer to have a more united future. In addition to those efforts
there is an uprising of desire in North Pacific Yearly Meeting for a youth camp. There is potential in future years
for staff to be hired for camps and yearly meeting youth work in an integrated way that supports more Quaker
summer programming happening, by providing youth workers the option of work for the summer rather than just
a week here and there. This will take cooperation from current and future staff as well as some volunteer support
at times. This year we hope to rebuild our youth programs with more of a camp based approach. We hope those
relationships will anchor kids and teens in the Quaker space and make Quarterly and yearly Annual Session more
and more attractive offerings. While our historic quarter and yearly meeting youth committees are struggling to
find volunteers, we’re contemplating ways of shifting priorities and structure to make it easier to be a PacYM
youth ally.
What’s needed
With the multiple staff openings at Quaker Center and Woolman we hope that the incoming and relatively new
staff will be sensitive to, and excited about youth events. We need both camps to run successfully and feed our
youth community with good experiences and excitement for future gatherings. We are working to bring the Quaker
Camps closer into the yearly meeting community in hopes that both will support youth better together. We need
volunteers for our youth related PacYM committees, (Childrens, JYM and YPCC) to support the vital work that
makes gatherings and creation of the loving community for all ages possible.
LIST OF YPCC MEMBERS
Alma Moon, Elinor Steffy, Kiernan Colby, Nancy Mellor, Nathan Secrest,
Melissa Lovett-Adair, clerk. Keenan Lorenzato, ex officio as YPC
Submitted by Melissa Lovett-Adair, clerk
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Reports submitted by PacYM Representatives to Quaker Organizations
American Friends Service Committee (AFSC)
Report to PacYM Annual Session 2022
AFSC Representatives:
Stephen McNeil who passed away after an accident in early June
Ramona Hussey
Jane Krause
Report
I have divided my report into two parts: the Annual Corporation Meeting and an Update on the AFSC
West Programs.
Brief summary of AFSC Annual Corporation Meeting
The annual corporation meeting took place via Zoom beginning April 3rd.
The keynote speaker was Winona LaDuke. She is a Native American land rights activist,
environmentalist, economist, politician, as well as an author. She gave an inspiring presentation from
her Minnesota home land.
The Corporation meeting had many interesting workshop sessions explaining our programs around the
world.
The business meeting was where problems began to occur. There have been changes recently to both
staff and the AFSC board so several of the by-laws were not adhered to correctly. This presented a long
discussion, and it was finally decided that the Standing Nominating Committee [SNC] report would have
to be ‘held over’ until a date in May. The by-laws state that the SNC report must be sent to the corporation
30 days in advance; it was not. There were concerns brought forward that two of the board members
were recommended for a third term, again the by-laws state members are to serve no more than two
terms. This issue has still not been resolved.
AFSC approved a new Strategic Plan in 2020 [this was discussed in the PacYM 2020 report] and now
the Board is working through a process to revise the governance structure of the organization. Again,
many members of the board felt there had not been enough seasoning with the broader AFSC/Quaker
community. This is a continuing issue.
Meanwhile the AFSC general secretary and her leadership team are working through a process to change
the staff structure. It is complicated and no decisions have been made. The US staff has created a codesign process for the US structure but at the moment nothing has been agreed to.
These two issues are still in the seasoning stage, and we are not sure when decisions will be made. It is
too bad that unity has not yet been achieved because both the governance and the staff reorganization
leave everyone wondering what will happen next.
Update on the AFSC West Region’s nine programs:
We have nine programs in the West Region under the leadership of Sonia Tuma. You have the
opportunity to listen during the PacYM session to the San Diego Program Director Pedro Rios. I hope
you will connect to his presentation. He is always very interesting and motivating. [FYI: Orange Grove
Meeting has invited him to speak at a Sunday morning adult education session].
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1. Albuquerque, NM – New Mexico People of the Land Program
The New Mexico People of the Land Program's overall mission is to revitalize small, sustainable
farms throughout the state, thereby protecting culture, natural land, water resources, and jobs,
while improving the health of New Mexico's children and their communities. We provided farmer
to farmer training programs in Albuquerque, Espanola and Anthony, NM.
2. Salem, OR – Project Voice
Project Voice conducts Know Your Rights training with immigrants in Oregon and Washington.
Our dynamic popular education workshops incorporate up to the minute practical and legislative
information.
3. Los Angeles, CA – Roots for Peace: Building Healthy Communities
AFSC’s Roots for Peace program utilizes urban farming, leadership development, and
community organizing to address health and economic inequities in Los Angeles. We support
community members to organize towards a food system that improves access to healthy and
cultural foods, rebuilds ancestral connection to the earth, and increases collective power and selfdetermination.
4.

Oakland, CA – California Healing Justice Program
The California Healing Justice Program works to reduce reliance on incarceration and other
punitive approaches and replace them with restorative/healing practices. Toward that end we
concentrate on four areas: mass incarceration, long term isolation, militarized policing, and the
promotion of healing alternatives.

5. Denver, CO – Colorado Immigrant Rights Program
AFSC Denver organizes allies, faith communities and immigrants along the Front Range to
support immigrant justice. From resistance to deportation to fomenting positive narratives, we
advocate for policy change.
6.

Fresno, CA – Pan Valley Institute
The Pan Valley Institute (PVI) is a popular education center located in Fresno, the heart of
California’s San Joaquin Valley. The Valley is home to large immigrant and refugee populations
that struggle with experiences of social isolation, economic inequality, marginalization and
cultural discrimination. Our mission is to accompany and support them in their efforts to build a
productive and enriching place for themselves in their new home.

7.

San Diego, CA – U.S. Mexico Program
The U.S./Mexico Border Program advances human rights and self-determination of migrant
communities through base-building, alliance-building, documentation, and policy-impact. We
support local community-based organizing campaigns, train and accompany community-based
leadership to educate, advocate, mobilize, and organize constituents to secure just and humane
immigration policies.

8. Oakland, CA – 67 Sueños
67 Sueños was born out of the recognition that 67 percent of migrant youth would be excluded
from the DREAM ACT, a federal bill aimed at providing young migrants who arrived to the
U.S. at an early age a path to legalization. Our goal is to raise underprivileged migrant youth
voices to expand the platform of legislative possibilities.
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9. Economic Activism
In order to challenge the economic systems that sustain and profit from occupation and violence
in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory, AFSC supports economic activism including the
use of nonviolent Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) tactics. Specifically, AFSC
supports boycott and divestment campaigns targeting companies that support the occupation,
settlements, militarism, or any other violations of international humanitarian or human rights
law.
The AFSC Arizona program has become independent from the AFSC during this past year. The dedicated
staff and volunteers requested the “devolvement” as they wanted to become more politically involved in
the Arizona prison issues via the use of more direct legislative and lobbying tactics, things that were
complicated to do under AFSC’s 501c3 status. This program has been part of the AFSC for many years,
sad to see them go – but glad to see that they are moving forward as Just Communities Arizona with
issues dear to Quakers.
In closing, please hold Stephen McNeil, his family and his large extended family/community in the Light,
he will be missed. Thanks so much for the faithfulness of his good friends Roy Bateman and Dov Baum,
who set up the Caring Bridge site so Roy could post on it regularly.

Jane Krause - AFSC Representative to the Corporation
Orange Grove Meeting, Pasadena, CA.
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Friends Committee on Legislation of California (FCLCa)
Report to Annual Session 2022
SUMMARY
Friends Committee on Legislation of California (FCLCA) is a statewide organization that was founded
in 1952 that lobbies for just and fair treatment for all. We are most known for our work in criminal
justice but FCLCA works on all bills that concern Friends.
Since restructuring in 2020, we are financially stable at a lower level of representation in the state
capitol, but there are a never-ending number of good causes and bills for which to lobby. We are
anticipating that California will again be leading the way to support fair and compassionate governance
in the 2023-2024 legislative session. We need a robust board of directors and enthusiastic meeting
representatives, two per meeting is optimal. While our new Zoom board meetings are convenient and
environmentally friendly, the pandemic has limited lobby days and other out-reach events. Are you
called to do this work? Do you know someone who may be interested? We have positions for at-large
or non-Quaker members as well. If you can help or would like more information, contact any of the
members listed at the bottom of this report or let your meeting representative know of your interest.
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
This is the second year of California’s two-year session so by the end of May all bills remaining pass
from their house of origin to the second house to be heard and voted on.
These are the bills we are still working on this session:
AB 2167- sponsored by FCLCA, requires judges to consider alternatives to incarceration when
sentencing
SB 300- repeals mandatory sentence of death or life without possibility of parole for people convicted
of first-degree murder who were not the actual killer
AB 256 - makes the California Racial Justice Act of 2020 retroactive
SB 1173-requires CalPERS and CalSTRS to divest their holding in the largest oil producers by 2030
AB 2026-prohibits online retailers from packaging products for shipping in single use plastic
AB 1621-prohibits the sale or possession of unserialized parts for ghost guns
SB 951-increases the wage replacement rate for lower income workers so they can afford to take time
off under programs they pay into as workers.
Many hands make light work.
In Gratitude,
Vicki Carroll, clerk
The Committee consists of James Alexander, Steve Birdlebough, Peggy Craik, Ellen Eggers, Shannon
Fredianni, George Gastil, George Millikan, and Vicki Carroll, clerk, vickicar@gmail.com or (805)3663095.
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Friends General Conference (FGC)
Representatives Report to Annual Session 2022
June 30, 2022
Friends General Conference (FGC) is an association of 16 affiliated yearly meetings and 12 directly
affiliated monthly meetings. FGC’s governing board, “Central Committee” is comprised of
representatives from all those constituents, as well as members invited for their particular gifts or
expertise. Don Kewman and Michelle Bellows have represented Pacific Yearly Meeting to FGC in
2021/2022.
As part of their service, representatives populate the administrative and program committees, which
carry on FGC’s work. FGC’s major priorities are the annual Gathering, Ministry on Racism, Religious
Education and Spiritual Deepening, Young Adult and Youth Ministries, and serving as a connector
among the constituent meetings. Our work is grounded in a deep commitment to becoming an actively
anti-racist faith community. It is exciting to work with other Friends from all around North America.
Your Pacific YM representatives bring our own experiences and learn from the experiences of others,
ultimately sharing our learnings in our monthly meetings and the yearly meeting.
The 2022 Annual Gathering (“. . . and Follow Me.”) is primarily virtual, with an innovative in-person
smaller Gathering for Young Adults and Youth. FGC labored over the arrangement decisions for this
year, considering both potential health risks and financial implications. We believe that a prudent
decision was made. By the time of Pacific YM’s annual session, many of you will have attended the
2022 Gathering. We welcome your feedback about this key FGC program.
We are so excited that July 2-8, 2023 the Annual Gathering will be held in-person in Monmouth
Oregon, ably and lovingly clerked by Jessica Bucciarelli and Kate Jaramillo. We are grateful that
Pacific YM is among those welcoming this Gathering to the West Coast. The 2023 Gathering
committee promises to bring us a rich experience with the theme, “Listen, so that we may live.”
In the coming year, FGC has decided to engage a consulting firm in a review and planning process that
we hope will help us to: 1) reimagine FGC’s governance, 2) attract and retain volunteers, 3) reimagine
the Gathering, 4) empower staff, 5) set up effective program evaluation methods, and 6) set financial
management priorities.
Together, representatives, volunteers, constituent meetings, staff, and Friends from throughout North
America continue to reach toward realizing FGC’s vision statement:
We envision a vital and growing Religious Society of Friends – a faith that deepens
spiritually, welcomes newcomers, builds supportive and inclusive community, and provides
lasting service and witness in the world.
Through Friends General Conference, we see Quakers led by the Spirit joining together in
ministry to offer services that help Friends, meetings, and seekers explore, deepen, connect,
serve, and witness within the context of our living faith.
You can find lots of details and resources on the FGC website: www.fgcquaker.org. For a quick
overview of all that’s going on, check out the recently published 2021 Impact Report.
Find it at https://www.fgcquaker.org/2022/04/30/fgc-impact-report-2021/.
Or – contact one of us if you have questions!
Michelle Bellows and Don Kewman
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Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC)
Report to Annual Session 2022
By Emelyn Buskirk and Hulda Muaka, representatives
Important upcoming events:
Sunday, October 2: World Quaker Day. Let's all celebrate with Quakers around the world!
Wednesday,3/ 23--Saturday 3/26. 2023. The Section Meeting will be held hybred style. The in person
gathering will be at Haw River State Park, Greensboro, North Carolina. We hope that this report will
encourage people to attend.
2022 Section Meeting: March 12, online, from 7am to 5pm
As you can imagine, the schedule was jam packed. But there was plenty of time for personal
connections. The Theme was "Hope and Resilience: Drawing Strength from Our Quaker Faith". There
were some important messages for us in Pacific Yearly Meeting as we take on the challenge of change
as we become more inclusive.
The keynote address was given by Sarah Hernandez from Southern Yearly Meeting. Her message
was on change. She noted that in order to change you have to name it, then you can implement it by
allowing the Light to guide. There is work to be done, and patience and a longtime continuity of long
time effort are required. She pointed out a challenge and a positive for Friends. We need to confront
internal racism and internal colonialism. And we can take on this challenge by honoring our
experience with consensus building.
Pastoral Message: How can we draw new and different people with us into the "wildness of God's
presence"? This question was posed by Pastor Mike Huber of Portland, Oregon. He based his remarks
on the Gospel story of the healing of a paralyzed man. Jesus was in a crowded house, so the man's
friends made a hole in the roof and lowered him down to Jesus. Pastor Mike looked at this from the
point of view of the homeowner. All she could see was the hole in her roof. We Quakers have a
structure and we are grateful for it, but some people's journey to God may be through our roof. When
this happens, will we talk about the roof or about hope? We had this message in mind when we settled
into unprogrammed worship.
Emelyn's special memory: During small group time I was with one other person, Friend (Hermana)
Catalina from La Paz, Bolivia. The question was, "What is your favorite sound?" My answer was the
music of Mozart. Her answer was "El sonido del agua", the sound of water.
Traveling Ministry Corp
Unhappily this activity has been laid down due to lack of funds. The final work included carrying out
virtual meetings. One such meeting even included Friends from Africa. A women's conference was
held that included Friends from Kenya and Latin America. Kenya now has a good number of women
pastors. They were interested in sharing their experience and encouragement to those women with a
gift or calling to be pastors--seeking support across borders.
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Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW)
Report for PacYM Annual Session 2022
I have learned so much since becoming a QEW rep and greatly appreciate this opportunity.
Quaker Earthcare Witness offers an abundance of resources for individuals and Meetings: for instance,
an adult study guide, children’s curriculum, pamphlets on many earthcare issues, a quarterly newsletter
(“Befriending Creation”), and workshop speakers on a variety of topics*. More can be learned about
these rich offerings via the QEW website, https://quakerearthcare.org/.
* The following may give a better feeling for the many topics offered by QEW speakers, who can lead
monthly Meeting and other discussions: environmental justice, biodiversity, regenerative agriculture,
building heart muscles to do earthcare work, Quaker testimonies, economic roots of the climate
emergency, population and family planning issues, and more.
Also, as a PacYM QEW rep, it has been a joy to meet, at its Steering Committee fall and spring
meetings, the many enthusiastic, talented people involved with QEW. QEW offers individuals an
opportunity to focus on parts of the earthcare work that fit them best. I’ve been active with the QEW
Friends Committee on National Legislation Working Group, and it has been a relief to find a place to
focus conservation policy-oriented energy. Other QEW working groups include those centered on
Population, the United Nations, Direct Action, and Mini-grants (which helps fund Friends groups doing
earthcare work).
Monthly, Quarterly, and Yearly Meetings have all these and additional resources available to them!
The very helpful QEW staff can talk with individuals and Meetings to determine what best fits their
needs.
Thank you again for this opportunity.
Suellen Lowry, Humboldt Monthly Meeting, QEW Rep
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Other Reports
Friends Committee on National Legislation
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Western Friend
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